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Successful buildings are the result of people working together to deliver a 
shared vision. We work closely with our clients to deliver exactly what they 
need and we build strong relationships with other everyone involved in the 
project. We find this approach creates value, improves quality and reduces 
timescales and cost. Like our clients, every project we work on is unique.

Communion means ‘Shared Vision’ 

PREFACE

NEWS & COMMENTS
Herefordshire Council 
in crisis
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John Bothamley – Chairman HCS, 
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making trust
Mo Burns – Community champion 
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Street design for all

Buttermarket

Three Elms 
Trading Estate

This quarter I sense a lull – not in 
the submission of poor planning 
applications - but in real activity. 
We await the results of the Planning 
Inspector’s views on the Local 
Plan and the manifestos of those 
competing to run for our county 
from May 2015. Also I’m aware we 
have been a bit serious over the last 
couple of issues. So this issue is 
a potpourri of ideas for the future 
of our City. I have invited all past 
and present contributors to pen 
three or four hundred words with 
no restrictions! Their ideas will 
brighten up your winter evenings 
and stimulate some lateral thinking 
– and we are looking forward to your 
comments for the Spring edition.

In March we are hosting four 
hustings meetings. HCS remains 
apolitical but our politicians are 
responsible both for the accountable 

governance of Herefordshire 
Council’s assets and deciding on 
the future look of the PLACE. Hence 
we thought we should gather some 
of them together and quiz them on 
their ideas. A “Question Time” format 
with your opportunity to present your 
questions – please send to chair@
herefordcivicsociety.org.uk. Full 
details on Page 8.

We continue to be inspired by 
ideas taken from the Farrell Review 
and the importance of PLACE. 
As a society we are pressing two 
proposals. An Urban Room and a 
Place Design Review Panel. We 
need to lobby our Councillors if we 
are going to achieve. See page 3 
for progress.

- John Bothamley

Why buy a rundown property 
investment previously owned by the 
Homes and Communities Agency 
(HCA) and Advantage West Midlands? 

The supporting report to Cabinet 
of 13th November 2014, by Ian 
Higgs, the Council’s Development 
Manager, fails to refer to the yield 
on the investment- the standard 
measurement for investors. The 
report is a long essay mentioning 
various sums of money and the 
need for site improvements at 
£850,000 and borrowing of £2.6m. 
Should our Council really be 
property speculators?

But to our expert the fundamentals 
just do not make sense. Our 
councillors should be demanding 
better reports from their staff; “a 
number of sensitivity tests have 
been carried out and the project can 
stand an approximate 20% variance 
to income or expenditure without 
while still maintaining a self-funding 
position”. What does that mean? 

Back in July 2014 we were told that 
a section 215 was being served on 
the owners of the burnt out buildings 
in High Town. Councillor Price, John 
Jones of the Business Improvement 
District project and myself were 
interviewed on BBC Hereford and 

Worcester all pleased to say that at 
last action was being taken – 
a relatively simple procedure as I 
explained. It was a shock to read 
a HC press release dated 21st 
November 2014 saying that the 
s215 was only now being served 
and far from a demand for proper 
reinstatement, merely three half 
measures. The notice requires these 
actions to be undertaken:

The way our streets are designed 
and managed is essential to our 
everyday lives and their quality affects 
everyone. It is why, in partnership with 

The retained facades need to be 
internally stabilised
A 4.8m hoarding needs to be 
erected across the full width of the 
front of the property (which is the 
northern boundary of the site)
A pictorial representation of the 
approved redevelopment scheme 
needs to be included on the 
erected hoarding

So little real improvement and no 
reinstatement to the approved plans. 
But the Press Release states “early 
indications suggest that they [the 
owners] are indeed taking steps to 
complete the necessary actions”. 
After five years it is about time.

The ongoing saga of the Buttermarket’s 
future has been spun as progress, 
but this is limited to expressions 
of interest being considered in 
December and then more detailed 
proposals to be provided ,at a later 
date, in the summer. Together with the 
questionable purchase of the Three 
Elms property purchase there is serious 
concern that the HC just does not have 
the expertise to progress management 
of our property assets, as these three 
examples show. We have invited the 
Director of Economic, Environment and 
Cultural Services to our meeting on 
18th January 2015 when John Jones 
will be presenting on the latest news for 
the Business Improvement District.

the Department for Transport, CIHT 
and the Public Realm Information 
and Advice Network, Civic Voice 
published new updated guidance 
called “Street Design for All” at the 
All Party Parliamentary Group for 
Civic Societies, in December 2014. 
It reminds professionals of the new 
opportunities in the design and 
management of streets and, is also 
intended, to help local community 
groups understand how they can take 
part in the development and adaptation 
of their own streets, and talk with 
knowledge to decision makers. www.
civicvoice.org.uk.

1.

2.

3.
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HEREFORD NOW

NEWS & COMMENTS

Civic Voice Manifesto 

But it wasn’t

Plough Lane offices

PLACE Update

Well done Paul

Local road users welcomed the recent 
improvements that include a 20 mph 
speed limit, a new zebra crossing on 
Old School Lane, replacing the Venn’s 
Lane pelican crossing, new LED street 
lights, improving the traffic lights on the 
junction and resurfacing the road. 

The ‘safer routes to schools’ scheme 
covers Venn’s Lane, College Road and 
Old School Lane used by students at 
the Royal National College for the Blind 
and St Francis Xavier’s RC Primary 
School. Additional funding for the 
Venn’s Lane road safety scheme came 
from the Royal National College for 
the Blind following the expansion of its 
facilities which included new Venn’s 
Lane access.

Venn’s Lane

After a good deal of disruption the 
Council has finally completed the 
refurbishment of their offices bought 
from Bulmers some time ago. With 
new windows, showers on every floor 
and hot desking this is 21st century 
style. The standards are high but 
this appears to be a well thought 
through scheme with convenient 
meeting rooms. The extent of secure 
doors preventing easy movement 

encourages the distrustful atmosphere 
that pervades our society, and I don’t 
need to be told where the fire exit 
is when I visit! With a full car park 
and spaces in the cycle racks there 
is still scope for a larger move into 
sustainable travel and HCS thinks the 
Council should be the inspiration for 
the rest of us. With a staff of 750 and 
440 desks one hopes they don’t all 
turn up on the same day!

Venn’s Lane Junction

Inspired by much of the Farrell Review 
HCS members voted, in October 2014, 
to see the establishment of an Urban 
Room, and the creation of a PLACE 
Design Review Panel as launched 
by our Chairman. (See report in our 
Autumn 2014 edition) Progress is less 
inspiring than our vision. 

Urban Room

Our vision sees the establishment of 
a room where all, visitors and locals, 
can learn of our history and our vision 
for the future; where children can be 
inspired and all can contribute to the 
debate about the future shape of our 
city. Our chairman is booked to address 
the Hereford City Council in February. 
Ideally we would like to see a space in 
the new One Stop Information Centre 
where ever that is to be established. We 
will be quizzing prospective councillors 
at our hustings meetings!

Design Review Panel

Whilst we appreciate the current state 
of resources we were disappointed to 
hear from Andrew Ashcroft, Assistant 
Director - Economic, Environment and 
Cultural Services, that his Department 
is just too busy to even consider the 
establishment of a design review panel 
for the Marches Local Enterprise Board.  
His approaches to Shropshire County 
Council were not met enthusiastically 
either. We have chosen to approach 
Board members directly with an appeal 
to, at least, think about design issues. 

Urban Rooms countrywide

On a recent visit up north I chose to call 
in at the Urban Room Blackburn, but it 

was only a Pop Up for a short period! 
But there is some enthusiasm and the 
local Business Improvement District 
appears to be coordinating although 
their publicity is poor. 
See www.blackburnisopen.co.uk.

In PlacED Liverpool (ED for education) 
I was too late again, their funding has 
run out! A rather innovative scheme 
working with school children to educate 
them in building design matters; it is 
hoped that will be revived.

PlaceBelfast is well established and 
there is much activity, and in the 
last two months - Late Night Art at 
PLACE; a lecture and seminar on The 
Architecture of Migrant Detention; Kids 
Workshop: How to Design a Building 
and more! 
www.placeni.org.

At last there has been a start on the 
site of the former Campion’s site 
at Greyfriars. Paul Tobin, following 
umpteen meetings with the Council, the 
Environment Agency, et al has made 
a start on site for a block of fourteen 
flats, with concrete crushing and site 
clearance. Whilst market conditions 
have not helped the protracted 
negotiations, this is a prime example 
of the need for the Country to get to 
grips with the planning process. It is 
a disgrace that our statuary bodies 
appear to have conspired against 
progress on this landmark site; 
whilst HCS does not suggest there 
has actually been a conspiracy, it 
does suggest there have been a lot 
of job’s worths impeding progress 
following extensive guidelines, rules 
and regulations. Albert Heijn, creator 

of the Left Bank, bemoaned the 
planning process, and now acclaimed 
as a positive addition to Hereford; at 
Greyfriars we have another positive 
piece of built environment about to 
be created. 

Our umbrella organisation believes that 
to achieve “Localism for Real”, future 
Governments need to:

• Make improving the quality of the 
public realm in our cities, towns and 
villages a priority 

• Give all citizens opportunities to 
actively shape the future of their place 

• Give local communities the powers 
they need to enable their town and 
city centres to prosper

 
Launching the manifesto in November, 
Griff Rhys Jones, President, said: 
“If the Government is serious about 
Localism, they have to listen to the 
concerns coming forward from civic 
groups, resident associations and 
local councils. Government must give 
local communities the powers they 

need to enable their town and city 
centres to prosper”

In particular, the following specific 
changes would demonstrate the 
Government’s real commitment to 
localism and quality of place:

Require every local authority to 
produce a Place Improvement 
Strategy

Strengthen policy to support 
collaborative community planning for 
major developments and local plans.

Enable local authorities to control use 
classes and permitted development 
rights to meet local need

For the full version contact Civic 
Voice www.civicvoice.org/manifesto. 
Or phone 0151 707 4319
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HEREFORD TOMORROW?

We asked regular contributors to 
think laterally and come up with 
new ideas for our great City, all have 
valid points and push our thought 
processes to tease out the real 
possibilities. Get commenting and 
we’ll publish your thoughts here, 
next quarter, and on our web site.

David Thame takes our 
challenge seriously

What Hereford needs is more suits. 
I don’t mean another outlet of Austin 
Reed (nice though that would be), 
I mean people who go to work in suits 
office workers. Their absence is a 
real economic, spatial and cultural 
handicap for the city; an influx of new 
suits would be a massive boost; and 
the way to do it is build and then use 
some goodish, reasonably priced new 
office space.

So first, what exactly is the problem? 
Stand at the top of Broad Street 
one lunchtime and count the office 
workers. You will find the number 
is very small, and has been getting 
smaller. This is a problem because 
office workers are the key, captive 
and regular (fairly high-) spending 
audience for most city centre facilities. 
They buy sandwiches and coffee, they 
drift out at lunchtime to Boots or to do 
their shopping, they spend sizeable 
sums and best of all they do it every 
day. The more suits you have in your 
city centre the more daytime animation 
you have in the streets, the more 
spending in shops, the more people 
in the library or deciding to go to the 
lunchtime concerts in the cathedral 
or whatever. Often they bring their 
families or friends back at weekends, 
or they stay after work in the evening, 
spending all the time. More suits are 
good for your city.

Cities all over the UK have recognised 
this. Preston abandoned big retail 
redevelopment plans saying - wisely 
-they would prefer to have more 
office workers (and more resident 
students) about during the day. 
They argued that if they had enough 
day-time spenders the shops would 
follow of their own accord. Sheffield 
- comparing itself with suit-rich Leeds - 

Tracks to Rotherwas?                               
John Townsend makes a 
convincing case

Since I moved to the City in 1966 
there have been endless arguments 
about different aspects of both private 
and public transport but very little 
substantial improvement, if any. The 
official approach to these problems 
has at least been consistent - reduce 
the spaces available for parking, 
increase the cost of parking and now 
reduce the alternative public transport 
in the shape of buses.

There was, however, recently a scheme 
being promoted to re-open the branch 
line railway out through the Rotherwas 
Estate. Details of the Council’s own 
Business Case Study from 2012 for a 
local rail service between Leominster 
and Rotherwas/Holme Lacy via 
Hereford may be found on 
www.tinyurl.com/lvbu5y3. It concluded 
that forecast revenues would fall short 
of the operating costs by a large margin 
(£1.7 million a year) on estimated 
operating costs of between £2.2 and 
2.3 million per year.

The study is, in my opinion,
fundamentally flawed in that it assumes 
costs based on hiring Class 150 
(Sprinter) trains from Arriva Trains 
Wales and presumably constructing 
a heavy infrastructure suitable for 
these. This is not the place to consider 
the forecast passenger figures, even 
allowing for development at Rotherwas, 
but these vehicles would seem to be too 
large and heavy for such a purpose.

No consideration was given to possible 
alternative light rail concepts using 
less substantial infrastructure, smaller 
vehicles, reduced crossing and station 
facilities and more frequent boarding 
points. The consultants who prepared 
the Study seemed to be unaware that 
the Stourbridge Branch has been 
worked since 2009 exclusively by two 
Class 139 Parry People Movers. 

The concept of the Parry People 
Movers (see www.parrypeoplemovers 
.com/index.htm) has been applied to 
a variety of vehicles. In most cases 

A Riverside Walk

More suits needed?

Our wonderful City is missing one 
important attribute – the ability for 
visitors and locals alike to be able to 
walk along the north side of the river. 
The Wye is so close to the cathedral 
and City centre and yet we can’t see 
it easily. Consider the riverside walk 
at Kendal, in the Lake District, here a 
town of not dissimilar size to Hereford 
has a broadwalk alongside the River 
Kent and yet is just 70 yards from 
Strickland Gate, the main street. 

This proposal would entail the use of 
a few yards of the Bishop’s Garden 
and several other private properties 

Stanley Vincent proposes easier 
access to the Wye

The Cykelslangen 

is moving along the same lines.
The solution is three-fold .
First, the council and its various 
semi- and co-dependent wings ought 
to make it a rule that their office jobs 
are concentrated in the city centre, 
not dispersed to the four winds where 
their spending power and day-time 
presence is inevitably diminished 
because divided. 

Second, the council needs to push 
landlords to refurbish existing low-
grade offices. Smarter offices will help 
encourage occupiers to consider a 
city centre address.

Third, the council could use European 
funding to offer inventive guarantees 
(as pioneered by Derby) to stimulate 
new speculative development 
Something handsome and modest. It 
would be worth its weight in economic 
spin-offs.

So my proposal for Hereford is this: 
we need more suits! The campaign 
begins here. Start thinking of witty 
slogans and painting your placards, 
and we’ll meet at the top of Broad 
Street one lunchtime fairly soon, OK?

Ideas

but this proposer hopes that goodwill 
might prevail from the Church and with 
the support of others could inspire this 
new link from north of the old bridge 
to Castle Green. Consider our other 
great cities and the mighty rivers that 
course their banks. London without 
easy access to the Thames – it is 
inconceivable. 

If the landowners won’t agree what 
about a floating walkway? We know a 
firm of architects with a grand plan.

Offices for suits

Railcars at Stourbridge Junction

Kendall Riverside Walk

the technology is built round a large 
horizontal flywheel which stores energy 
and releases this as required for moving 
the vehicle. The flywheel is “charged 
up” (in about 30 seconds) by a motor 
which is connected to an electrical 
supply automatically at each station. 
Where stations are too far apart or there 
is no electrical supply, an on board 
LPG-fuelled automotive engine is used 
for low-emission, high fuel efficiency 
and quiet self-powered operation.

The use of electric vehicles with no 
overhead wiring and a track structure 
that involves no digging up of the 
streets or moving underground services 
might also be attractive within our 
largely pedestrian city centre. Perhaps 
a more economic alternative to the 
proposed Rotherwas Scheme might 
be a light rail metro running from the 
station through the city centre and out 
alongside the Great Western Way 
to Rotherwas.

Paula Kennedy has high aspirations

Copenhagen has long been leading 
the world in citizen-pleasing 
infrastructure, and the city has 
yet again outdone itself. In June, 
it welcomed the Cykelslangen 
(pronounced soo-cool-klag-en) or 
Cycle Snake, an elevated cyclist 
roadway built over its harbour 
to ease congestion. 

Imagine just such a route soaring over 
the gridlock that surrounds the Edgar 
Street roundabout/junction nightmare.

The Copenhagen cycle snake is the 
latest addition to one of the most 
bicycle-friendly city infrastructures in 
the world with over 50% of commuters 
in Copenhagen riding their bikes to 
work. My vision sees Hereford heading 
in the same direction with the aerial 
cycleway running from Newmarket 
Street over the river to the south of 
the city and being supported by 
traffic lights timed for bicycle speeds, 
cobblestone paths with smoothed 
shoulders, and parking systems that 
position unoccupied cars as a buffer 
between cycle lanes and moving traffic.  

The Herefordian snake, like its Danish 
counterpart would curve and flex its 
way from one side of the city to the 
other and this element of the design 
is, for all its beauty, purposeful. 
Bicycle roads need to have maximum 
gradients to prevent riders from 
picking up too much speed, and to 
allow riders on cargo bikes to ascend 
easily. Making the cycleway curved 
adds length so the elevation changes 

Proposed route
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HEREFORD TOMORROW?

Blue Sky Inspiration

Grass over the Ring 
Road

Kate Gathercole keeps feet on 
the ground

I found it difficult not to get a little blue 
sky with this opportunity to consider 
future aspirations for Hereford city 
– about as blue as the sky on the 
night of the most recent new moon, 
when the mist rolled slowly up over 
Bartonsham Meadows from the river 
and I was out walking.

A Skyscraper 
for Hereford
Stanley Vincent thinks the 
unthinkable

With the City of London somewhat 
compromised by an ugly group of 
skyscrapers the possibility of a sky 
scraper in Hereford might seem daft. 
But consider the possibility rationally. 
With the need to grow the economy, 
or so we are told, and the various 
half-baked schemes that have come 
forward is it not time to really put 
ourselves on the map?

A single slender 50 storey tower 
block of student accommodation for 
the New University could be just the 
thing to inspire; and where else but 
behind the renovated front buildings 
of the former Home for Working Boys 
in Bath Street. Funding for student 
accommodation is relatively easy 
to secure and the Council would 
get a far better deal than swopping 
the site for an old fire station. Many 
cities are attempting to get on the 
band wagon of large sculptures but 
this really would be our Angel of the 
North – the Rapier of Herefordshire 
and with a practical use.

P.S. In November I met with Irvine 
Sellar, the man behind the Shard and 
joint owner with the State of Qatar. 
Apparently when he approached 
Renzo Piano the reply was “You know 
I hate tall buildings” but I suspect 
the prospect of being involved in the 
rebirth of this area of London was just 

Marie-Pierre Leroux and Perry Walker 
are gardeners!

No, we don’t mean to replace Range 
Rovers with free range cattle. Let’s keep 
the cars, but do something about the 
roads where streetscape is ugly and 
the pollution is greatest. Our proposal 
covers the part of the ring road by the 
old market, since that has the most 
pedestrians, and Commercial Street, 
which could most do with an uplift.

OK, so how to persuade you, dear 
reader, that we are not bonkers and 
that you should invest a minute or two 
in reading to the end of this piece. 
We start by saying that this is not an 
idea from out of the blue. Or perhaps 
it does come from the blue, from 
the blue trams of Montpellier, in the 
south of France, where the tramways 
have been grassed over. The grass 
completely changes the feel of the 
roads and absorbs lots of pollution 
and rainwater – like elsewhere, the 
climate is changing and there is far 
more torrential rain. 

What seems to work for trams could 
well work for cars. Come on, you 
say, the ways of trams are fixed, 
whereas those of cars are not. Sure, 
but if you look at the roadway over 
Wye Bridge, you will see the tracks 
worn by thousands of cars and carts, 
constrained by the narrowness of the 
bridge, taking the same route, year 
upon year upon year. Let’s do the same 
on the ring road. Make the roadways 
narrower, and leave two lines in each, 
to encourage the cars to keep off the 
grass. On the pavements there is a 
narrow strip of tarmac, but the rest is 
grass. Everyone calms down!

can be gradual as well as creating 
interesting and pleasing lines.

The idea seems so obvious: an 
elevated two-way bike lane at the 
first-floor level, leaving pedestrians on 
the ground, with the added benefit of 
a less stressful atmosphere. Even on 
our best days, bad or insufficient city 
planning creates tension, but good 
design can relieve it. Cars don’t have 
to budge an inch, the lower level has 
been returned to pedestrians, and 
cyclists can travel without the fear of 
being an inconsiderate cyclist or worse 
the fear of inconsiderate motorists.

When you think about it, the concept 
of an elevated road is not even that 
far-fetched: we have been doing this 
for cars for decades and infrastructure 
works the same for cars and for bikes: 
if you build it, they will come.

Cykelslangen Copenhagen

Elgar style

Let’s talk
Montpellier tram routes

Hitchhiking
The Herefordshire 
Centre

Park & Share or Park & Cycle

As supporters of this Council initiative 
to reduce the number of cars on the 
road we have decided to “rebrand” our 
idea about hitchhiking.

Originally floated in the Summer 2014 
edition of PLACE we thought bus 
shelters should be additionally branded 
as “Lift Platz”, where hitchers could 
thumb in the traditional way. But John 
Walker, one of our members, rightly 
said we need a more inclusive title 
such as “Lift share”. 

“The one thing that Herefordshire 
has, which other places don’t, is 
limited main roads with numerous 
lay-bys including ones with food vans 
and porta-loos. These would make 
ideal pickup and drop off points 
for hitchhikers. Once established 
commuters (especially young workers 
without cars) would tend to match-up 
with a regular driver which would make 
it more reliable”. 

Do we have a member interested in 
heading up our negotiations with the 
HC to establish the principle?

John Faulkner is convinced – we 
need a proper centre

What Hereford needs is more high 
quality modern buildings and one 
could be what has been called 
“The Herefordshire Centre”. This 
would bring together a badly needed 
new library and information centre, 
a PLACE urban room, the job centre, 
a one-stop shop for the Council’s 
customer services, Citizens’ Advice 
Bureau, tourist office etc. It could 
include a café, and links to the 
Rotherwas archives and become a 
real hub for the city providing a bit 
of badly needed ‘buzz’.

Centres have been built around 
the country and have resulted in 
some very exciting architecture and 
large increases in usage. A similar 
well designed building built to high 
environmental standards would do 
wonders for the city. It doesn’t need 
to be as huge and iconic as the new 
Birmingham or Cardiff libraries but 
if other county towns can build their 
buildings why not here? Yes, money 
is the excuse but there are sources 
available if the will is there.

Where could it go? “Once upon a 
time” there were proposal for a civic 
area across Blueschool Street from 
Maylords but that really was a fairy 
tale. Two or three places suggest 
themselves; demolish the old Odeon 
(hold on John-JB) and use the car park 
off Commercial Road – could be room 
for the fire and police stations as well.

Then there is Gaol Street car park; 
have an underground car park instead 
and build over it to bring added value 
to this valuable site. This would also 
rejuvenate the historic core and provide 
the much needed counterbalance to 
the Old Market. 

And, dare one mention it but there 
is the football ground where some 
commercial development will surely 
have to come whatever happens to 
the ground itself. Incorporating a 
Herefordshire Centre could be made 
a condition of the development and it 
would fit well with the cultural centre 
of the Courtyard across the road.

Why my suggestion? Well I do happen 
to be Chairman of Hereford Library 
Users’ Group as well as my interest in 
the Civic Society!

Close your eyes and visualise all this 
grass in your mind’s eye. Now see 
these roads as they are now. Can you 
feel the difference?

too tempting for principles. I don’t like 
skyscrappers but it would put Hereford 
on the map.

Hereford offers such an easy 
continental style opportunity for 
human-scale pedestrian-friendly 
spaces, and already has many. But 
we could have more. The city’s major 
roads are wide, and could be planted 
with trees to create boulevards with 

pedestrian pavements alongside 
cycle lanes, alongside the vehicle 
traffic. We could learn to drive in 
a slow tip-toe through our tree-
planted traffic-calmed residential 
streets, giving priority to pedestrians 
and cyclists. And in these traffic 
quietened streets we could remember 
how to lean on a gatepost and chat 
while children play, cross over to a 
neighbour for a cup of sugar, listen 
to birds sing, and watch the world go 
by - as I remember people doing 25 
years ago in Green Street when we 
first moved there. 

And the natural green corridors 
in and out of the city created by 
continuous routes for cyclists and 
pedestrians would enable the ebb 
and flow of shire and wildlife into the 
city. Which isn’t to say we don’t need 
our cars – and I appreciate that some 
have very significant needs of a car 
for their mobility. 

This suggestion isn’t new or ground 
breaking – many local people have 
been working on these and similar 
ideas for many years. But getting on 
a bike is already the reliably quickest 
route across Hereford (as local GPs 
who cycle to visits will testify), and 
perhaps we could make an opportunity 
to further review our travel needs as 
a community, with the help of PLACE 
and the new national Space4Cycling 
campaign we could all be out 
contemplating that blue sky. 
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A building of ‘ostentatious coarseness’ that shocked Edwardian architects. 
You either love or hate Hereford’s Town Hall. If you support the former, 
it is the finest ornamental building in the city and an exciting example of the 
employment of Royal Dalton terracotta. If the latter it’s a monster, like having 
an Elizabethan prodigy house dumped in a shopping street. If you are a little 
more detached, like the Buildings of England, it is ‘all very jolly’. and would 
clearly have thrilled John Betjeman, had he known it. 

Most of those that have worked in it 
found the building ‘capacious, well-
modelled and well adapted for the 
business of the city’. Brides on their 
wedding day would no doubt agree 
with William Collins (19I2) that the 
vestibule with its ‘imperial’ staircase 
is ‘lofty, stately and imposing’ and that 
the second floor Council Chamber 
(now the Marriage Room) is similarly 
‘noble in proportion, beautiful in design 
and altogether worthy of Hereford’. 
Throughout the building there are 
some excellent props – including the 

Marine Venus by B.E. Spence (1865) 
It is certainly a building of optimism 
and in these straitened times still warm 
and well maintained; an antidote to the 
collapse of municipal life so evident 
elsewhere. Ironically, the building was 
the result of a blunder. In the late 19th 
century the city government operated 
without a purpose-built Council House 
but the gift of three properties in St. 
Owen Street, given to the Council, 
by the three daughters of the late 
Town Clerk, Richard Johnson in May 
1900, provided a suitable site. As 

National Tree Week

Hereford Council Chamber

professional career in London, which 
culminated in some of the finest 
working class housing, at Boundary 
Street, Shoreditch and Millbank, ever 
built in the City and much admired by 
modern commentators. Other writers 
complained about his choices being 
‘quite out of date as regards style and 
plan…puerile in design….reflecting 
vulgarity ostentatious coarseness 
of detail’. The Town Hall Committee 
stubbornly supported their choice, 
which William Collins informs us 
came as a result of the casting vote 
of Councillor James Davies, a local 
builder (soon to emigrate to America!).

Harry Cheers was delighted by his 
victory and told the Hereford Journal 
that his façade ‘will equal that of any 
public edifice in the country’. And 
so it does; moreover, it was all the 
better for being the democratic choice.
Hereford Council in 1901 was probably 
one of the last municipalities to face 
down the experts and go with their own 
judgement. The Hereford Competition 
also inaugurated a great debate in 
the architectural profession about the 
pros and cons of competitions and the 
dangers of losing professional control.

(The author would like to thank Henry 
Connor for drawing his attention to the 
references of the Hereford Competition 
in the British Architect, July 1901).

David Whitehead – Hereford historian 
and author.

@architypeuk

Architype Architects

Architype Hereford

t: 01981 542111

e:hereford@architype.co.uk

Working collaboratively to design beautiful buildings that 
significantly cut carbon footprint and dramatically reduce 
running costs

an exemplary authority, the Council 
gained 
permission from the Local Government 
Board to raise a loan of £25,000 for a 
new hall. A specification was drawn-
up and in July 1901 46 architectural 
practices submitted plans for the 
new building. Overwhelmed by such 
a response the Town Hall Committee 
turned to Thomas Blashill, recently 
retired as chief architect of the London 
County Council, to act as assessor. 
Blashill was a local man, brought up on 
the Granons estate by his uncle, who 
was land agent and during the 1860s 
and 1870s was a prolific church restorer 
and school builder in Herefordshire. 
He was a great friend of Henry Graves 
Bull and in 1901 was doing his second 
stint as President of the Woolhope Club. 
Blashill pulled out three designs, which 
he favoured and three runners up but 
the Town Hall Committee after a week 
of deliberation, chose an outsider, Harry 
A. Cheers of Twickenham, who headed 
Blashill’s runners up list. As the plans 
had been on public display for a week, 
there had been much opportunity for 
public discussion both nationally 
and locally.

The architectural world was outraged 
and poor Blashilll took much of the 
flak. Letters to the British Architect, 
some reprinted in the Hereford 
Journal, complain about Blashill’s 
lack of experience as an assessor 
of municipal buildings. This seems 
particularly unfair given his long 

AMAZING PLACES OF HEREFORD

Hereford Town Hall

First mounted in 1975, National 
Tree Week is the UK’s largest tree 
celebration annually launching the 
start of the winter tree planting season. 
It is a great chance for communities 
to do something positive for their 
local tree scape. Each year, The Tree 
Council’s member organisations such 
as our own Herefordshire Tree Forum 
support the initiative by setting up fun, 
worthwhile and accessible events, 
inspiring upward of a quarter of a 
million people to get their hands dirty 
and together plant around a million 
trees. This is what happened during 
the week from 29th November to 7th 
December 2014.

“A Pressing Engagement” in 
Kington - Community Apple Juicing 
Easters Wood - Restoration and 
Enhancement of Easters Millenium 
Wood, Leominster, coppicing and new 
walks. 

Champion Trees of Hergest Croft - 
Walk & Talk, Hergest Croft Gardens 
comprises one of the most extensive 
private arboreta in Britain with over 85 
champion trees. Set in 70 acres, the 
walk included the Gardens, the Park 
and the medieval Park Wood. 

Walk around Croft Woods - Pete 
Blench lead a walk in Croft Woods, 
near Leominster. It included Fishpool 
Valley, and some of the magnificent 
heritage trees.

Tree Quiz Slide Show - back by 
popular demand, was a chance 
to test your arboreal knowledge 
whilst quaffing excellent local beer. 
The crack team of Archie Miles, 
MikeTownsend and Richie Cotterill 
set the questions. 

Circular Guided Walk from 
Breinton Springs - discovered 
the riverside landscape of Breinton 
along the West of Hereford 
Heritage Trail. 

Trees and Flooding Lecture - 
Mike Townsend, Principal Advisor 
to the Woodland Trust, spoke on the 
theme of Trees and Flooding and how 
trees can play an important role in 
both helping to reduce flood risk and 
improve water quality.

“Kington Trees Talk” at MAP 
(Old Police Station), Kington. 
Kington Area Tree Mapping, 
Firewood Allotments, Community 
Orchards and Fruit Tree Planting 
with Kington Tree Warden,

Herefordshire’s very own Tree 
-Huggers Ball! at the Hinton 
Community Centre, Ross Road was 
a resounding success again.

Fruit Tree Planting – at Kington 
Community Orchards completed 
the stimulating week of activities.

More information about this year’s 
Tree Week from Mo Burns.
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Neighbourhood 
Plan (NP) news
HCS remains sceptical - looking 
at the national picture only around 
1,200 communities have taken 
advantage of the powers introduced 
by the Localism Act 2012 to begin 
work on plans, with just 37 having 
been approved in local referendums. 
However our national body was still 
talking up neighbourhood planning 
with a NP Week in December 14 
where you could chat on facebook 
with Brandon Lewis, Minister for 
Planning and Housing and his team. 

Second home restrictions?

A second English neighbourhood 
plan – the draft strategy for the St 
Ives area of Cornwall – is proposing a 
policy which would specifically outlaw 
second homes.  The pre-submission 
draft plan, now out for consultation, 
proposes planning permission for 
300 new homes in the plan period, of 
which “50 per cent will be affordable 
housing and approximately 50 per 

cent will be open market principal 
residence housing”. According to 
the document, “new open market 
housing without a restriction to 
ensure its occupation as a full time 
principal residence (occupied for at 
least 270 days per year) will not be 
permitted”. The neighbourhood plan 
for Lynton and Lynmouth in Devon, 
which was adopted by Exmoor 
National Park Authority last year, has 
a similar principal residence policy 
which survived the scrutiny of the 
independent examiner who 
considered it.

New funding for plans

The Government has announced 
further funding totalling some 
£23m to support local community 
groups in England in bringing 
forward neighbourhood plans 
and neighbourhood development 
orders and to help local 
authorities with the administration 
of the new arrangements.

In Hereford only  5 NPs lodged at 
22.12.14

Me and My Home 
- Andree Poppleston

Several of our members have agreed 
to talk about their homes in our City, 
their histories and the attributes 
they like. This quarter Andree 
Poppleston writes about her home 
on the Bulmer’s Estate to the west, 
built in 1932 

The Garden City Movement was 
proposed by Sir Ebenezer Howard 
in 1898. It was originally an urban 
design for London. However, the 
Regions were also interested.

At the turn of the 20th century, local 
authorities were empowered to 
purchase land for housing. Hereford 
went ahead and in 1909, the Bulmers 
Garden Suburb estate designed by 
Groome and Bettington was ready. 
After WWI, the programme started 
again. Our house belongs to the 
1930’s. It is still in the mould of the 
garden city houses; 3 bedrooms, 2 
living rooms, upstairs bathroom, inside 
WCs and coal store. We bought it 
in 1992 and we are only the second 
owners. It is a semi, and it sits in a 
corner plot at the entrance of a cul de 
sac, no longer with a “cottage” look, 
more a medieval hall with a wing at 
each end. Clean straight lines. Like 
other houses of this design, it is built 
of brick, (very hard and probably not 
made in Hereford) with a rough cast 
upper storey and a Welsh slate roof. 

Come in! The new built hall allows us 
to have a “front door” rather than a side 
one. It is large, light and welcoming. 
The large cupboard takes outdoor 
clothes and boots. The downstairs WC 
(a new luxury in 1930s!) was enlarged 
to create a utility room. The kitchen, 
originally with a bricked in caldron, 
was incorporated into one of the living 
rooms removing the old coal store. 
I love it. As I stand at the sink preparing 
meals, I can see and hear the children 
playing. Beyond that is my domain; 
the conservatory. During the winter 
months it is full of plants resting, 
waiting for spring. 

Upstairs, the 3 bedrooms are large. 
The guest room is the size of a 
modern double room. There is an 
attic. The perfect place for son and 
friends to escape the parents prying 
ears and eyes!

The original windows were wood 
frames with small panes. All around, 
neighbours had already changed to 
double glazing, mainly white plastic. 
We kept wooden frames but fitted plain 
panes. My love and need of light made 

An application, 135 houses off Aylestone 
Hill, by Bovis Homes was rejected by 
Councillors, against officer’s advice. 
An appeal has been lodged. A meeting 
on 27th November 2014 of concerned 
amenity bodies including CPRE, 
Herefordshire Nature Trust, the Woolhope 
Club, ourselves and several local 
residents met to discuss the situation. 
All are likely to be appearing at the 
appeal which is expected to be heard 
in March. Presumably the same officers 
who recommended consent will now be 
attempting to find reasons for objection! 

Planning Application 
140463

A councillor led review was taking 
evidence from stake holders in 
December. With the Greyfriars example 
of a very long drawn out planning 
process, at a time when the County is 
supposed to be promoting development, 
the result of the review is eagerly 
awaited. We are intending considering 
this review at our April meeting when we 
look at progress on the Farrell Review 
proposals. This will be a meeting that 
encompasses the whole scene from 
Neighourhood Plans to the latest on the 
Local Plan and more.

Review of Planning 
Department

Andree Poppleston

me bold, I requested patio doors back 
and front. I knew I was dramatically 
changing the look of the house. I did 
not think the planners would agree 
even though we are outside of the 
conservation area. They agreed! It’s 
great! This is my contribution to the 
20th century.

The house is beautifully orientated. I 
can see the dawn, enjoy the south sun 
by noon and the evening sun to the 
west. To the north, the conservatory 
gives some protection. It is perfect 
and has been insulated, of course. 
The conservatory roof is now a 
thermal unit. I had to exchange some 
light for warmth.

Although the front gardens had to 
make way for the cars, the drives are 
attractive with their coloured bricks. 
We are fortunate, we are able to have 
both a parking area and a front garden. 
We like the space, the house and 
the garden, and we appreciate the 
community around us. 

Next quarter Jean Ellis writes about 
her family home in St.James’s, owned 
by the same family for over one 
hundred years!

Plastic quasi 
Georgian sashes
The planning application, expected 
soon, from David Wilson Homes 
on the A4103 Worcester Road, will 

include plastic, quasi Georgian sashes 
according to the public consultation that 
didn’t show any garages! The excuse 
will be that this is what the consumer 
likes, but the consumer has little choice, 
we need better design, including proper 
respect for the environment.

PLANNING MATTERS

Andree’s house



Chairman: John Bothamley
   Treferanon, St. Weonards, 

     Hereford, HR2 8QF
    01981 580002
    john@johnbothamley.co.uk

Membership: Mo Burns, 
    7 Nelson Street, Hereford
    01432 352559 
    moburns@live.co.uk

If you want to influence the future of the 
City and enjoy lectures and discussions 
about the built environment, old and 
new, JOIN US - your membership fee 
covers printing and distribution of our 
magazine, meeting expenses and, web 
site and publicity costs. It does not 
cover members’ time - all of which is 
freely given.

Subscription: Single £15 pa. / two 
memberships at the same address 
£25 pa. Questions? 
     01981 580002 
     chair@herefordcivicsociety.org.uk
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Full name (please print):

Address:

Postcode:

Telephone:

Email:

HCS Contact Details

Sister Societies

Join By Cheque

We meet regularly and all societies 
welcome visitors. Information on talks 
and news from:

Kingston History Society  
www.kingstonhistorysociety.com
Ledbury Civic Society 
www.ledburycivicsociety.org
Leominster Civic Society
www.leominstercivicsociety.co.uk
Ross-on-Wye Civic Society
www.rosscivic.org.uk

Forthcoming Events
All meetings at the Kindle Centre, by 
ASDA, Belmont, Hereford HR2 7JE.
7.00pm refreshments for a 7.30pm 
start (unless specified otherwise)

Thursday 19 February 2015
‘Old Market House, Ledbury
Asset transfer & restoration
Alex Clive and Andy Tector
Ledbury Civic Society.

Thursday 16 April 2015
Farrell Review - One year on
Where is Hereford going? Progress on 
Civic Room & Design Review Panel 
for LEP. neighbourhood Planning.

Thursday 21 May 2015 
Property Values in Hereford 
Joanne Cobb - explains the intricacies 
of the market.

Thursday 18 June 2015 
70th celebration of VE day in Hereford
Derek Foxton - archive pictures of our 
city, end of WW2.
 
Saturday 18 July 2015
PLACE STUDY TRIP
Midwales tour - details PLACE SPRING

Complete the form below, cut along 
the dotted line and return to: 
The Treasurer, Hereford Civic Society, 
60 Broomy Hill, Hereford HR4 0LQ.

Join Us

Disclaimer
The views expressed in the letters, 
reviews, news and features in this 
issue are those of the individual 
contributors, and do not necessarily 
reflect the opinions of the members of 
Hereford Civic Society.

Join By Cash
Pay at one of our meetings.

20th November 2014 Natural v Built 
Environment on the Urban Fringe.

At this meeting, chaired by Ben Nash 
(Chairman CPRE Herefordshire and 
HCS Committee member), there were 
three presentations on the problems of 
developments extending from the city 
into the surrounding countryside.

Ben Nash outlined the history of 
CPRE with its strong central lobbying 
operations. Particular problems that 
Herefordshire faced came from large 
scale housing extending into the 
countryside and its design, broiler 
houses and new roads. 

Tony Geeson (Chairman Breinton 
Parish Council) described the problems 
met by a rural parish on the edge 
of the city. His PC had produced a 
Neighbourhood Plan and he explained 
how this fitted in to the planning 

hierarchy. Their objective was to 
preserve the unique landscape of an 
area that brought peace and tranquillity 
to the adjacent city.

Andy Symonds (Symonds Mills 
Architects and CEO of the Association 
for Environmental Conscious 
Building) demonstrated the need to 
reduce C02 levels over the rest of 
the century. A major contribution to 
this could come from better house 
design (eg Passivhaus), retrofitting, 
greater use of solar power and 
Combined Heat and Power projects. 
He acknowledged that CHP was not 
viable in rural situations and that 
solar farms had a major effect on 
landscape but a balance could be 
achieved by much needed studies 
and better forward planning.

A lively discussion followed with 
particular comment on the lack of 

One speaker last night welcomed the 
prospect of industrial development in 
Herefordshire. I was unable to ascertain 
whether he recognised that a balance 
needed to be struck between that and 
the conservation of our countryside, if 
the very asset we treasure so highly is 
not to be destroyed. Does he recognise 
also that even if we covered all of rural 
Herefordshire with light industry, we 
would be unable to compete with the 
more developed industrial areas of 
our region? 

I would ask both him and Herefordshire 
Council, “What is the future of our 
county in the West Midlands? Will 
we ever be anything but a rural 
hinterland to the Birmingham’s and 
Wolverhampton’s of our region, or can 
we expect to be an industrial force in 

YOUR OPINIONS

MEETINGS

Hubert Porte writes 
on the CPRE meeting

Denise Salmon writes 
on Jason Hodges

The HCS/Hereford 
Times Hustings

a real strategy for Herefordshire in 
respect of the problems that had 
been raised.

– Jason Hodges

18th December 2014 – Jason Hodges 
– Time Lapse on Hereford

A packed Christmas meeting was 
treated to images of Hereford from 
the eighteenth century! How was this 
possible? Jason has been rousting 
around the Museum archives, 
dressing his friends up in old military 
uniforms, drinking from ancient 
wooden tankards and holding genuine 
swords. He photographed them and 
superimposed the images, based on 
extensive research, on mock ups of 
the Hereford gateways.

To see a slide of Widemarsh Gate, 
2014 style, taken back in time to 

c 1750 was spell binding. The Farmers’ 
Club was there – not much different 
from today – but also carts, chickens 
and puddles and potholes!  He took 
us from there to Bye Gate, before the 
Kerry Arms was thought about and to 
St. Owen’s Gate before Barrels was 
there! The gate over the old bridge 
in part demolished state following the 
Civil War, to Friars’ Gate and up to Eign 
Gate. None of us will ever take these 
ancient routes again, without a glance 
over our shoulders for the gun totting 
soldier. The images were so real this 
work must reach a wider audience.

I am sure that I’m not alone in seeing 
tremendous potential in Jason’s 
images. I have long felt that the key to 
regeneration of the original city centre 
is to rebrand it as the medieval centre 
that we have the good fortune to retain. 
Replacing the old gateways with some 
indication of their presence would be an 
excellent start. Large printed hoardings 
or hangings can be very effective 
particularly at or near the site depicted. 
It seems to me that with such a 
powerful set of pictures, funding could 
be attracted, perhaps in tandem with 
the Council and certainly with input 
from our society. Many thanks for the 
rich and varied programme of events.

our own right? Could we become that 
without forever altering the nature 
of Herefordshire? ” 

Every Thursday in March join us at the 
Kindle Centre at 7pm and hear from 
both parliamentary and local candidates 
standing in May 2015. With bias towards 
the built environment aspects of manifestos 
we are looking forward to a wide ranging 
set of meetings. Based on the “Question 
Time” format please send in your questions 
to chair@herefordcivicsociety.org.uk. 

HCS remains apolitical but our environment 
plays such a relevant part in our lives 
we need to know which direction our 
politicians intend taking us.

Thursday 5th March 2015
Hereford’s Future Built Environment  
PLACE reviews, High Town, Old Market 
one year on etc. 
Panellists so far include:
• Lucy Hurds, LibDem PC
• Anthony Powers, It’s Our County 
• John Bothamley, HSC

Thursday 12th March 2015
Hereford’s Health and Wellbeing 
New ways of working, Hospital, MASH 
centre etc. Panellists so far include:
• Jesse Norman MP, PC
• Marcelle Lloyd-Hayes, It’s Our County 

Thursday 19th March 2015
Hereford’s Education 
What is the shape of education 
provision over next ten years? 
Panellists so far include:
• Diana Toynbee, Green Party PC
• Karen Usher, Hereford University
• Sue Woodrow, Head, Aylestone School

Thursday 26th March 2015
Hereford Works
Enterprise Zone, BID, Apprentices, 
Highways, River. Panellists so far include:
• Liz Harvey, It’s Our County
• John Jones, Business 
• Improvement District
• Neil Kerr, Herefordshire Business Board

see - www.herefordcivicsociety.org.uk 
for updates on panellists


