
1/2 
 

Gyalpa – we stand for Fair Business! 

 

Gyalpa www.gyalpa.com is a socially responsible company. 

 

The company buys handmade accessories for sale in Germany, directly from the people who 

make them, without middlemen.  Our producers work in Syria or in refugee camps in 

Lebanon.  There is no bureaucracy involved; producers are paid directly per item.  

The handmade products are designed on location, in collaboration with our designers. All 

German staff works on a voluntary basis. 

 

The goal is to make producers financially independent, not reliant on donations. This can be 

achieved by working with German designers to create products in German taste, and then 

paying fair prices for the products, knowing they will sell well in Germany.  Products range 

from modern, hand-embroidered purses and cosmetic bags to glass products from Lebanon, 

made from recycled beer and wine bottles to towels from Hama. 

 

Where we come from 

Gyalpa was established in 2013 by Lanna Idriss, a bank director from Frankfurt. Lanna has 

worked for years with countless Syrian aid projects. In particular, with projects for children 

who have lost their home.  “I am convinced that the best chance for a better future is in your 

own hands.”  For her, the cooperative way of working is the key. “We are learning the 

beautiful craftwork from the artists, and they are learning about the German market tastes 

from us.” 

 

Gyalpa’s workshops 

Shatilla, a suburb of Beirut, is home to Gyalpa’s largest sewing workshop.  Together with the 

NGO “Basmeh and Zeitouneh” (Hope and Olive Branch), Gyalpa provides approximately 200 

women with a workshop, They sew and teach others to sew. Childcare is also provided. In 

2013, “Basmeh and Zeitouneh” was awarded the Caritas Prize. It is one of Gyalpa’s strongest 

partners. In addition, there are 4 workshops in Syria: 2 in Damascus, in Sweida and Hama. A 

5th workshop is planned for Aleppo. 
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First successes 

After only 1 year, Gyalpa can already celebrate a great success: the  

biggest buyer taz-shop sold out the entire stock in one week.  

More than 800 further items were ordered. Gyalpa can now order  

items in bulk! 

 

The future 

Gyalpa is establishing a design workshop in Berlin.  The same cooperative concept is applied 

in Germany – people who have come to Germany, help Gyalpa with their local expertise.  

Wasim Ghrioui, from Damascus is in charge of design. 

 

 

All press requests:  Daniel Bicking / info@gyalpashop.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


