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Quote of the Week 
“The reality is the majority of people on (the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program) [SNAP] are children,” said McGovern. “Of those who can work, the majority work. 

Wouldn’t you think the discussion should be about how to make sure work pays enough so 

that people don’t have to rely on government assistance to put food on the table?” 

Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA), The Recorder, July 21, 2016 
     

 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

 
Editorial: We applaud Rep. McGovern’s attention to hunger – The Recorder, July 21, 2016 

Rep. Jim McGovern (D-MA) has said that the country’s widespread food insecurity is a result 

of the political divide and gridlock on Capitol Hill, and some of his colleagues have 

scapegoated low-income people as lazy and unwilling to work. “The reality is the majority of 

people on (the federal Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) [SNAP] are children,” 

said McGovern. “Of those who can work, the majority work. Wouldn’t you think the 

discussion should be about how to make sure work pays enough so that people don’t have 

to rely on government assistance to put food on the table?” 

     

 

Douglas County launches regional effort to double SNAP benefits at farmers markets – 

Lawrence Journal-World, July 22, 2016 

Douglas County in Kansas launched the “Double Up Food Bucks” program at a number of 

farmers markets, enabling SNAP recipients to receive $50 in tokens to spend on fresh fruits 

and vegetables for $25 in SNAP benefits. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

awarded a grant of $2.9 million for the program to a coalition in Kansas and Missouri. The 

grant funding will be used to provide the match at farmers markets, for marketing, and to 

bring on a full-time coordinator position. 

     

 

Older and hungry: Seniors using food stamps up 27 percent in county – Palm Beach Post, 

July 27, 2016 

Although the number of seniors participating in SNAP in Florida’s Palm Beach County 

increased 27 percent since 2013, there are still about 43,000 seniors who may be eligible 

but have not applied. Seniors must apply online for SNAP. “We think a lot more folks over 

the age of 60…are not accessing [SNAP] because the barriers they have to technology,” said 

Perry Borman, executive director of Palm Beach County Food Bank.  
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Child Nutrition Reauthorization 

 
US Rep Lowey, USDA official tour Food Bank – Journal News, July 21, 2016 

At a recent tour of the Food Bank for Westchester in New York state, Rep. Nita Lowey (D-

NY) and USDA Under Secretary Kevin Concannon noted that Congress is overdue to pass 

the child nutrition reauthorization bill. Concannon also noted that “in the summer, when 

schools are not open (to provide breakfast and lunch programs) a child is much more likely 

to go hungry.” According to the Food Bank, one-in-five Westchester County residents are 

food insecure, with 33 percent of them being children. Although the county is one of the 

wealthiest regions in the nation, about 25,000 students in grades five and under receive 

free or reduced-price school lunch. 
     

 

Summer Food Service Program 
 
Summer Meals: Giving Families the Support They Need – USDA Blog, July 26, 2016 

“Expanding access to Summer Meals is important across the country, but it is especially 

important in rural areas,” writes USDA-Food and Nutrition Service Administrator Audrey 

Rowe in this blog post. Rowe notes that projects across the country are bringing summer 

meals to rural areas. Iola Unified School District in Southeast Kansas created a “travelling 

bistro” out of an old bus. California has expanded access to summer meals through libraries 

over the past three years. Rowe also notes that more than 1.2 billion summer meals have 

been served since summer 2009. 
     

 
Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and 

Children (WIC) 
 
Research Finds Many Eligible For Federal WIC Nutrition Benefits Don’t Enroll – NHPR, July 

20, 2016 

The Carsey Institute at the University of New Hampshire reports that only 43 percent of 

New Hampshire residents eligible for Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, 

Infants, and Children (WIC) benefits are participating in the program. Those families at the 

lowest income levels tend to participate more than those with higher incomes. It is 

estimated that these people may not know they are eligible to receive benefits. Others may 

find difficulties in applying for WIC, experience transportation problems, or are not 

participating because of a perceived stigma with receiving public benefits. 
     

 
Healthy Food Access 

 
Program brings healthy options to food deserts – Dayton Daily News, July 22, 2016 

Small stores in Dayton and Montgomery counties (Ohio) will be offering more produce and 

healthy foods through the “Good Food Here – Health Corner Store” initiative. According to 

the Food Research & Action Center, Dayton ranked 11th out of 109 metropolitan statistical 

areas for its high food hardship rate in 2015. In addition, many neighborhoods in 

Montgomery County are considered food deserts. 
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Poverty and Economic Inequality  

 
The New Faces of U.S. Poverty – US News, July 6, 2016 

According to the Brookings Institution, low-income populations in suburbs surrounding the 

country's largest metropolitan areas grew 66 percent from 2000 through 2013, while urban 

cores saw only 30 percent growth. When the housing bubble burst in 2007, home prices fell, 

foreclosure rates increased, and millions of these suburban residents fell into poverty. 

“Much of the public safety net is focused toward urban centers,” said Anna R. Haskins, 

assistant professor of sociology at Cornell University. SNAP and other programs are harder 

for low-income suburban residents to access. 

     

 

Food, a Place to Sleep and Other Basic Patient Needs – The New York Times, July 20, 2016 

The Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation, established by the Affordable Care Act, 

recently announced a pilot program, Accountable Health Communities, which will study 

whether helping patients with food, housing, utilities, transportation and interpersonal 

safety can reduce their health and medical costs. “Research suggests nutrition assistance 

for low-income women and children reduces the risk of low birth weight, infant mortality 

and developmental problems – at a cost that’s more than fully offset by lower Medicaid 

spending,” writes Dhruv Khullar, MD, MPP, in this blog post. 
     

 

“Target supports to especially vulnerable populations, such as seniors, 

immigrants, struggling veterans, and people with disabilities” is one of the Eight 

Essential Strategies to End Hunger in America outlined in FRAC's Plan of Action to End 
Hunger in America. Find out more...  
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About Us: The Food Research and Action Center (www.frac.org) is the leading national organization working for more effective public and 
private policies to eradicate domestic hunger and undernutrition. Visit our Web site (www.frac.org) to learn more. Click here to unsubscribe 
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