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Set Your Calendar to Attend RFR Rainiers Takeover

Recent Angels:

• Hannah— 
Provo,   
Utah

• Danyelle 
— Federal 

Way, Wash.

• Eli— 
Davenport, 

Wash.

• Talon— 
Omak, 
Wash.

• Sebastion 
— Eugene, 

Oregon

• Cameron 
— Gilbert, 

Arizona

• Wesley— 
Olympia, 

Wash.

• Aurora— 
Pasco, 
Wash.

• Paloma 
Sally Ann— 

Olympia, 
Wash.

We ask for continued prayers for all 
of the families to Rowyn’s Angels. To 
see angels from the past, please visit                                 

www.raiseforrowyn.org.

‘It Is More Than Just Headbands’ 
Raise for Rowyn Gets Support From Harts and Pearls

It was merely chance that Desiree 
Alford learned of Brynn Johnson and 
the story behind Raise for Rowyn. 

The Western Washington busi-
nesswoman founded her company, 
Harts and Pearls, officially in 2012. 
Like Raise for Rowyn, something 
happened in her life that pushed her in 
a direction she never saw coming.

She was 28 years old when she 
learned of her unplanned pregnancy. 
She was single, scared and searching 
for answers from above. As difficult of 
a decision as it was to make for this 
family-oriented, church-going, young 
woman, she decided the only answer 
was to have an abortion.

Desiree had been battling some de-
mons of her own, and the idea of caring 
for a baby seemed impossible at this 
difficult point in her life. She decided 
to take a drive out to her parent’s lake 
house the day before her appointment 
to abort her baby. She needed time to 
think, reflect and find certainty in the 
decision she had recently made.

On her drive out, she asked God, 
“If this is not the right thing, show me 
a sign clear as the sky is blue.”

As we have seen so many times 
before in the journey with Raise for 
Rowyn, God appeared in Desiree’s 
life almost immediately. As fate would 
have it, she ran into a middle-aged 
married couple when the topic heavy 
on her heart and mind came out in 

conversation. The couple themselves 
had followed through with an abortion 
39 years prior when they first were 
married. As God would have it, they 
began their own non-profit and spent 
their lives traveling the world shar-
ing their story of regret and sorrow. 
Their mission was to talk others out of 
making the mistake they once had in 
having an abortion. Desiree could not 
believe what she had just experienced. 
She had asked, and the answer had 
been given.

The single woman who had only 
recently began working for a medical 
spa in Kirkland, skipped out on her 
appointment the following day and 
began preparing for a baby. Precious 
little baby Hartley finally arrived, 
and fascinated with the side of her 
that motherhood had opened up, she 
wanted to be home as much as pos-
sible with her. Taking her experience 
at fashion school, she started making 
headbands in her home. Desiree took 
them and sold them everywhere she 
could, just to extend her maternity 
leave a little bit longer.

“I was buying time,” she says.
As this bought time went on, the 

headbands turned into a lucrative busi-
ness, Harts and Pearls, and answered 
yet another big prayer.

“It is what took care of me and my 
daughter, Harts and Pearls is about 
hope,” she tells. “When you see light 
when you don’t think there is any, and 

you are able to find joy.” 
The recently married, young, entre-

preneur has not slowed or questioned 
her faith despite increasing challenges 
in her family. Her young son was re-
cently diagnosed with leukemia, and 
spends most of his days in the hospital 
undergoing treatment.

“I just strongly believe that every-
thing will be okay, and I have found 
that a lot of times things turn out bet-
ter than I thought they were going to,” 
she explains. “These hard things force 
us into constant prayer and communi-
cation with God.”

In a world where the news is so ter-
rible and women struggle with image 
and competitiveness, Desiree hopes 
her story will enlighten others just as 
the divine intervention did for her five 
years ago. She wants to lift people up. 
She has found her own voice, and now 
seeks to learn and find connection 
with others through everything she 
does. 

“It is not about headbands,” she 
says.   

Her recent connection with Raise 
for Rowyn has become another bless-
ing for the charity. Together, Desiree 
and Brynn will design a new head-
band in honor of Rowyn and will do-
nate a portion of the Spring 2017 sales 
to RFR.  For more information about 
Desiree and her beautiful company, 
visit www.hartsandpearls.com.

Desiree Alford and Brynn Johnson discuss their partnership. 

Mark your calendars for July 16. 
At 1:35 p.m., the Tacoma Rainiers 

will begin playing in a game marked by 
the highlighting of Raise for Rowyn for 
those in attendance. 

Come enjoy an afternoon at Cheney 
Stadium with everyone from Raise for 
Rowyn as we take over the ballpark.

Participate in pregame autographs on 
the concourse and postgame Kids Run 
the Bases. The Tacoma Rainiers take on 
the Fresno Grizzlies.

Reserved Seat game ticket includes:
• Ballpark Meal: hot dog, Tim’s Cas-

cade snack and bottled water
• Commemorative Raise for Rowyn 

t-shirt
• Complementary ‘The Dirt’ game 

program
• Group video board recognition
Visit http://tinyurl.com/z6j5cde to buy 

tickets. 
See www.raiseforrowyn.org.for addi-

tional information. 



Looking Back.:

Our Story 
September 16th, 2014 began as an ordinary day for our families. We are just two mothers who were 

working together for school pick-ups and drop-offs of our two young sons. It was their third day of pre-
school, the sun was shining and the air was just beginning to feel crisp for fall. We were working to get 
the boys loaded in the car when little 17 month old Rowyn climbed backwards down the front porch steps 
in her baby blue pajamas to come see us. Her big brother did not want to go to school that day and he was 
crying. Having known one another for quite some time and our kids being in daycare together, we decided 
to just shut the car door and go anyway, knowing his tears would be short lived. We waved one last time, 
and the car slowly pulled forward. Somehow in a matter of seconds Rowyn was not where we thought she 
was. Paramedics say that Rowyn was killed instantly, and despite our desperate attempts to save her life 
there was nothing we could have done. The tragedy of September 16th has left holes and emptiness in many 
hearts. There is nothing we can do to rewind the day, but we hope to honor her memory with Raise for 
Rowyn. 

Support Raise for 
Rowyn as You Shop

Questions or comments? E-mail us at                    
raise4rowyn@gmail.com or call (360) 264 – 7676.

* Raise for Rowyn™ holds rights to all photo-
graphs used.

Amazon has created a simple automatic 
way to support charitable organizations while 
you shop online. Even better, they have done 
it at no additional cost to you. All you have to 
do is sign up at Amazon Smile. Every eligible 
purchase you make from that point on will re-
sult in a donation from Amazon.

Are you a frequent Fred Meyer shopper 
with a Fred Meyer Rewards card? Fred Meyer 
has committed to donating $2.6 million each 
year to your favorite charitable organization, 
at no additional cost to you. All you have to 
do is visit Fred Meyer Community Rewards 
and login or create an account.

Under the tab rewards, scroll down to the 
link Community Rewards and type 80748 in 
the search engine. Select Enroll next to Raise 
for Rowyn.

Quarterly, RFR receives a check from 
Amazon and Fred Meyer with a donation 
from your purchases. Thank you so much for 
your continued support to this charity.

Upcoming Events:
• 2017 RFR Dinner and Auction, April 

22, 2017, Lucky Eagle Casino

• 2017 RFR Run, Tenino City Park, April 
29, 2017

• Tacoma Rainiers RFR Takeover July 
16, 2017

• Cycling Event Honoring Sam Tower, 
Aug. 20, 2017

Meet James Nesbitt, Raise for    
Rowyn Advisory Board Member

Angel Gowns 
Help Sooth Pain 
of Losing a Child

Just north of Seattle, a Neonatal Intensive 
Care Unit (NICU) nurse has taken her expe-
rience with families suffering the unimag-
inable pain of child loss and is doing some-
thing extraordinary to help them.

It began as she looked for something 
meaningful to do with her own wedding 
dress. That’s when she had the idea of re-
making it into small angel gowns for grieving 
parents. Now, she gifts her gowns to NICUs, 
infant hospice groups by request, and mater-
nity units.

As a full-time employee, mother and wife, 
her spare time to make the gowns is limit-
ed. She is now assisting other not-for-profit 
groups in setting up their own sewing circles, 
with patterns and tips on how to continue 
fulfilling her mission. For more information 
regarding this beautiful cause, photos or do-
nating a dress, please visit: http://www.angel-
gowns.chauglie.com

Lamentations 3:22-24

Because of the Lord’s great love we 
are not consumed, for his compassions 
never fail. They are new every morn-
ing; great is your faithfulness. I say 
to myself, “The Lord is my portion; 
therefore I will wait for him”

Monthly Scripture

We would like to introduce you to a member 
of the Raise for Rowyn Advisory Board, James 
Nesbitt. James joined the Raise for Rowyn adviso-
ry board in early summer, after an invitation to the 
annual dinner and auction from his friend Chris 
Hallett.

James brings forth a wealth of knowledge, as 
he is the branch manager and mortgage banker at 
the Tumwater Academy Mortgage Corporation. 
He has been with the company, previously known 
as Republic Mortgage, for a little over eight solid 
years.

James recalls first learning of Raise for Rowyn 
through Facebook, seeing the events posted and 
taking notice. But it was not until his friend Brad 
Tower lost his three children last March when the 
cause really hit home for him.

“It made me want to be more involved,” he says.
James and his wife Jill are no strangers to ser-

vice, always wanting to volunteer when they can. 
They had been looking for something to be in-
volved with in the local community,

“Something we could focus our energy on,” he 
passionately said.

Which is quite a mission for an already busy, 
hardworking family with three children ages nine, 
ten and twelve. When I asked James how he felt his 

involvement with Raise for Rowyn has affected his 
life he said that

 “It has been eye opening.” “Life is precious, 
and every minute you can spend with your family 
and your friends is important.”

We are so grateful to have James, and his 
equally supportive wife Jill, as part of the advisory 
board. We thank you for your dedication and look 
forward to the year ahead.

James Nesbitt — Advisory Board

Maddy Mouse Event at Barnes 
and Noble Raises $900 for RFR

Brad Tower, Maddy’s father, chats with Washington Elementary School Principal Danielle Vekich.

An event aimed at honoring the memory of 
one of three children who tragically passed away 
during a house fire in Centralia, Wash., in March 
2016 raised just under $900 for Raise for Rowyn. 

Barnes and Noble hosted a Polar Ex-
press-themed fundraiser Dec. 2 at its Blake Lake 
Boulevard location in Olympia in honor of Maddy 
Tower. Her father, Raise for Rowyn advisory board 
member Brad Tower, organized the event. 

A conductor led a game of “Conductor Says” 

followed by an interactive reading of The Polar 
Express, followed by hot cocoa and cookies.

A list of Maddy’s favorite books was available.  
Shoppers were able to donate a portion of their pur-
chases to Raise for Rowyn, and that part of the event 
stretched through the remainder of the month. 

Ben, 12, and Maddy, 10, both Washington Ele-
mentary School students, and their younger broth-
er Sam, 7, died in a house fire on March 4 in Cen-
tralia.

 Clothing Drive
Both Edward Jones locations in Tenino 

are collecting clothing for the annual clothing 
drive. Donations can be dropped off anytime 
during business hours. The offices are located 
at 640 Lincoln Ave. East and 213 Sussex Ave. 
West.


