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A Letter Veterans will find interesting. . .  
 
 
 

Dear Congressman: 
 
     It has come to my attention, through conversa-
tions with other veterans from other states, that 
some of the states in these United States of Amer-
ica, have given specific discounts for EZPASS 
travel.  An example:  in Texas, if a veteran is at 50% 
disability and higher, he or she receives free EZ-
PASS for (2) vehicles.  As you know, Philadelphia is 
the city that lost more soldiers in the Viet Nam war 
than any other city in the U.S.  Therefore, Pennsyl-
vania has lost more than their share of young men 
and women to the wars over the years.  Fortu-
nately, we still have many men and women who 
have returned to their homes and families and try to 
live their lives without hardship or disability. 
 
     Giving Pennsylvania veterans a ‘thank you’ by 
conveying free or discounted EXPASS, is just a 
small gesture of this state’s appreciation of their 
service and effort to keep the blanket of freedom 
over all of our heads. 
 
     I am asking that you take this request seriously 
and bring this suggestion/effort to your colleagues 
for ratification.  Our veterans are counting on you! 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Paul Chiaroplanza 
Senior Vice Cmdr. 
Viet Nam Memorial 85 
 

An Open Memo to Chapter 1008 Members 
     
 At the January Meeting, Warren Kimmel announced 
that he will be stepping down as Chapter President.  
He will remain an active member of the Chapter. 
President Kimmel has charged his Board of Directors 
to form a nominating committee and would allow 
chapter members to nominate candidates.  Chapter 
1008 is also seeking a nomination for the position of 
Secretary.  The election for new officers will be held 
at the April meeting. 
 
 

“American Sniper is turning into a litmus test.  Clint 

Eastwood’s Film is breaking box-office records but it is 

also getting Americans to talk about how Hollywood 

portrays the Military.  Read more in the American Le-

gion Magazine blog call “Burn Pit.” 

   It is with Regret that we announce the death of for-

mer PA State Delegate Barry C. Benner from Chap-
ter 623.  The family will receive friends from 3 to 5 

p.m. on February 16 at: 

Stroyan Funeral Home 
405 West Hartford Street 

Milford, PA 18337 
Barry, 64, passed away at his home.  He served in Viet-

nam with the US Navy.  He was also a member of the 

Marsh Kellogg American Legion Post 139 in Milford, 

PA. 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vietnam Veterans Day in NYC 

Two events will be taking place on the same day: 
 

Morning:  A befitting and solemn tribute reading of the names of the 1,741 men/women lost in Vietnam from NYC five boroughs.  Family 

members and friends of the 1,741 who made this sacrifice will be in attendance. 

 

Afternoon:  A series of celebrations, events and exhibitions honoring all Vietnam veterans for their services and sacrifices. 

…  Live performances including music of that era (Vietnam), memorable pictures, movies, videos to remember  

…  There will also be a Reunion Center available 



   

Are You Near Harrisburg?  

 
   The Central Pennsylvania Round Table announces that Joseph Boslet (Military Intelligence) and 

James Imparato, (Tunnel Rat), will be the keynote speakers on February 12, 2015 at the Vietnam 

Veterans of America, Michael Novosel MOH Chapter 542, 800 Derry Street, Harrisburg at 7:30 

(following a brief business meeting) 

 
 Additional Information can be obtained from Richard Burton at 717-545-2336. 

 

     Both men will discuss their experiences in Vietnam.  Mr. Boslet was raised in Altoona and enlisted in October, 

1968.  He attended the Army’s intelligence School, Counter Intelligence, Agent School and Defense Language Insti-

tute before going to Vietnam. 

     James Imparato was raised in Philadelphia and enlisted in the Army at the age of 17.  He was sent to Germany. 

On his 18th birthday, he received orders for Vietnam arriving there on October 1, 1969.  He served in Vietnam for almost two 

years with the 4th Engineers; 4th Infantry Division near Pleiku  in II corps.  

 

     All persons interested in the history of the Vietnam War are invited to attend. Our website is 

 

wwwcentralpavietnamroundtable.com 
 

 

On WebWeekly . . . 
 
     Of the estimated 3.2 million Americans who have Hepatitis C, 3 in 4 are people born from 

1945 to 1965 and includes Vietnam-era veterans. The Know More Hepatitis campaign en-

courages everyone born from 1945-1965 to follow the CDC recommendation to get tested for 

Hepatitis C. The campaign is being implemented using a variety of multi-media channels in-

cluding print, radio and TV PSAs, as well as airport dioramas, billboards, and transit adver-

tisements. CDC developed additional campaign materials to help educate patients and pro-

mote testing for Hepatitis C including a new video PSA “Hepatitis C: A Hidden Disease” 

which shows that even if you have a healthy life and no symptoms, you could still have Hepa-

titis C. 
     

 

 VA Settles LA Land Use Suit 

     . . . According to a January 29 MilitaryTimes article by Leo 

Shane III, VA Secretary Bob McDonald announced an end to 

the ongoing lawsuit (brought by Vietnam Veterans of Amer-

ica) over use of VA land in Los Angeles and comes as depart-

ment officials approach their announced deadline of ending 

veterans homelessness by December 2015 

 (Read the entire article in Web Weekly)  

 



 

    

 

 

 

        As reported on January 9th by Richard Sisk for Military.com,  Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel 
has announced the formation of a new agency to coordinate disparate efforts at accounting for 
and recovering the missing and dead from our nation’s wars.  The new agency within the  De-
fense Department, which has yet to be given a name or home headquarters,  would merge the 
Defense POW/MIA Office (DPMO), the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC), and several 
forensic laboratories under a new director to be appointed by President Obama.  Navy Rear Adm, Mike Franken, the for-
mer vice director for strategy at U.S. Central Command, will lead the new agency as interim director during the consolida-
tion until a permanent director is named within the agency. 

 

     U.S. Senator Pat Toomey (R- Pa) and Representative Glenn “GT” 

Thompson (PA-5) introduced a bill to designate the U.S. Post Office in 

Knox, Pennsylvania after Special- ist Ross A. McGinnis, who was awarded 

the Medal of Honor for his hero- ism in Iraq in 2006.  “Each of us owes a 

debt of gratitude to our veterans and our heroes,” said Sen Toomey.  “It is a debt we can never repay.  Pennsylvania has 

produced some of the greatest examples of courage, fortitude, and heroism this country has ever seen, and Specialist Ross 

McGinnis is an undeniable example of this.  Naming his hometown post office after him is a small gesture on our part.  We 

do this with profound respect and gratitude for his sacrifice.  When the name Specialist McGinnis is above the door, it will 

serve as a reminder of the sacrifices made by the brave men and women in our military.” 

 

     The American Legion National Commander has praised Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel’s recent direc-

tives for military commanders to be more welcoming of nonprofit groups, including veterans Service or-

ganizations (VSO’s), the with to provide support for troops and their families.  Secretary Hagel has broken 

through the bureaucratic walls that Legionnaires sometimes face when they try to access military bases so 

they could provide needed support for troops and their families.  The Legion has approximately 3,000 ac-

credited service officers that are eager to assist troops access the benefits they have earned. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

What the Heck is CAPWIZ? 

     AMRHA, like many other Veteran Service Organiza-

tions, utilizes a tool called CAPWIZ.  CAPWIZ allows 

members to send Letters to their district representative or 

senators.  By clicking on the CAPWIZ button on their 

webpage, members are immediately directed to the top leg-

islative  priorities where they can read a summary of the 

issue and then, after filling out their name and address, can 

immediately send a pre-written letter to the appropriate 

elected or appointed officials.  The letter can be edited to 

suit each member but editing is not required.  CAPWIZ 

automatically fills in a member’s information on the pre-

written letter and, after clicking the “send” button, the let-

ter is automatically sent to President Obama, Vice Presi-

dent Biden and your Senators or Representative, or both if 

appropriate.  The whole process takes no more than one 

minute and you will get a confirmation that your letter(s) 

have been sent. 

Isn’t Technology Wonderful? 

 

 

 

 

 

Is this Called a “Short Roll and Take-Off”? 

An event coming in the Lehigh Valley, Spon-

sored by Kevin Cope, that will raise public 

support for the homeless.  More Information 

will follow...stay tuned in! 

This is a current southwest  view from Marble Moun-

tain.  Hill 55 is visible to the left of the large peak.  

Old Hi-Way 1 is visible above the center peak.  

Danang, April of 2014. 

Did You Know . . . 

     Beginning in late medieval times, regiments ap-

pointed Sergeant Major Generals as their leaders; they 

were subordinate to Lieutenant Generals and Captain 

Generals.  Over time the “Sergeant” was dropped!  

That’s why Lieutenant Generals outrank  Major Gener-

als. 

A Potpourri of  Interest 


