
March 23, 2017 
New This Week 

CONCORDIA SINFONIETTA—REFORMATION SYMPHONY TOUR 

The Concordia Sinfonietta, under the baton of Dr. Jeff Held, will perform Mendelssohn's "Reformation"          
Symphony on October 31 at Concordia University Irvine.  In the weeks leading to this date, the Sinfonietta is  
interested to perform it at interested churches/organizations in the PSD area.  More Details 

ANYTHING GOES 

Orange Lutheran High School presents Cole Porter’s “Anything Goes” March 25, 26, 31, April 1, 2. It’s a stem-to
-stern voyage filled with joyous energy on the high seas! Don’t let this ship leave port without you. 

Purchase Tickets 

THE SEVEN LAST WORDS OF CHRIST 

St. John’s Lutheran, Orange presents “The Seven Last Words of Christ” by Theodore Dubios on Sunday, April 9 
at 7:00 pm. The Jubilate Choir, Soloists, and Festival Orchestra present the story of Christ’s suffering and death 
in this moving cantata. The concert will conclude celebrating Christ’s resurrection with Handel’s Hallelujah   
Chorus, and the audience will be invited to sing along. There is no charge, but a freewill offering will be taken. 
Childcare is available for children under age 5.  For more information, please call 714—288-4431. 

LAY LEADERSHIP WORKSHOP 

Three regional Lay Leadership workshops entitled “Baptism and Communion” have been scheduled and you are 
invited to attend.  These workshops are meant to be interactive in learning style, providing an opportunity for 
attendees to actually get to know on another; develop contacts at other churches; and learn first-hand how to 
expand their service in ministry.  The cost for these one-day workshops is $25.00 and includes a continental 
breakfast and lunch.  Scheduled Workshops: June 3 at Trinity, Prescott Valley, AZ, hosted by Pastor Blau,           
facilitated by Pastor Poedel; June 10 at Mount Olive, Poway, CA, hosted and facilitated by Pastor Baker; June 24 
at Ascension, Torrance, hosted and facilitated by Pastor Abram. All workshops are from 8:30 am—3:00 pm.  

Registration Packet 

HEALTH MINISTRY FOCUS: CHRONIC KIDNEY DISEASE 

The overall prevalence of CKD in the general population is approximately 14 percent. High blood pressure and 
diabetes are the main causes of CKD. Almost half of individuals with CKD also have diabetes and/or self-
reported cardiovascular disease (CVD). More than 661,000 Americans have kidney failure. Of these, 468,000 
individuals are on dialysis, and roughly 193,000 live with a functioning kidney transplant. Medicare spending for 
patients with CKD ages 65 and older exceeded $50 billion in 2013 and represented 20 percent of all Medicare 
spending in this age group.  For more information, click here. For information beyond this article, click here. 

https://docs.google.com/a/cui.edu/document/d/1sn-CaU-zkx7jboHO-BCPSOMRydOId3LH385xHTdEZTU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.lhsoc.org/page/arts/purchase-tickets
http://media.wix.com/ugd/ed3257_81524a4f9de84ba9a8d6893ecc448e7a.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/ed3257_4e05d0ccbf644184a407b366092f268f.pdf
https://www.kidney.org/


SPECIALIZED PASTORAL MINISTRY EVENT  

The 2017 SPM Educational Event combines all those who serve in Specialized Pastoral Ministry (SPM): Emer-
gency services and Institutional chaplains, pastoral counselors, and clinical pastoral educators. Many lines are 
crossed by those serving in SPM! When providing pastoral care, we go to places where there are many peo-
ple of different faiths and no faith! We serve people of different races and ethnicities, as well as individuals 
whose identity is in a different sexual orientation. We show up when people are angry and experiencing in-
justice. We stand with others whose job it is to protect the rights of all. We cross over institutional bounda-
ries most people do not want to cross. That’s where we minister! That’s where the Lord has called us! That’s 
where we belong!  Crossing lines is exciting, edgy, and it has many blessings! But crossing lines can also be 
scary, misunderstood, and dangerous. The 2017 SPM Educational Events will celebrate the blessings, give in-
sight into stressors and struggles, and explore the dangers.   “Crossing the Lines – Approaching the Edge”  will 
be held at the San Damino Retreat Center, Danville, CA, May 16 – 18. For information, click here. 

TWO CONCORDIA HANDBELL CONCERTS 

The Concordia Handbell Invitational will be Saturday, March 25, 4:30 pm. Concordia's own Concert Hand-
bells, Spirit Bells, Resound!, and Chapel Bells will perform with guest ensembles the Concordia Alum-
ni Handbell Ensemble, the Faith Lutheran High School Handbell Ensemble, Las Vegas; and the Valley Christian 
High School  Handbell Choir, Cerritos.  Each ensemble rings its own selections, culminating in a mass ring.  

“Bells Are for Christmas . . . April Fool!” will be held on Sunday, April 2, 3:00 pm.  All of Concordia University 
Irvine’s 38 handbell ringers pull out ALL the stops (and bell, chimes, mallets) in the last campus event of the 
year, proving that bells are NOT just for Christmas! See all that bells can do, including change ringing, quar-
tets, solos, and the debut of a flashy new piece by Alex Guebert. See CUI’s Concert Handbells as they prepare 
to for a featured performance at the National Seminar of the Handbell Musicians of America in July.   

Both concerts will be held at the CU Center for Worship and Performing Arts. Admission and parking are free 
for both concerts.. For further information call 949-214-3419 or click here. 

CONCORDIA SEMINARY ADMISSIONS VISIT   

You are invited to meet with Rev. Jaime Nava, Admissions Officer at Concordia Seminary, to discuss seminary 
education and the path to becoming a pastor or deaconess. Please contact Rev. Nava at 314-505-7224 or 
navaj@csl.edu to schedule an appointment. Walks-in are also welcome. Rev. Nava will be at Orange and Ir-
vine area and at Immanuel, Chino on Monday, March 27. On Tuesday, March 28 and  Wednesday, March 29 
he will be at Concordia  Irvine.  

Previously Posted 
ONE MINUTE — Rev. Ron Rehrer , District Counselor  

“Wholeness with Christ”  For more than twenty years Concordia Plan Services, Wheat Ridge Ministries, Con-
cordia Seminary, the ELCA and other Lutheran organizations have promoted health and “wellness” through 
an instrument called “The Wholeness Wheel.” Wholeness in Christ is the theme of this wheel. It describes six     
areas of well-being: Vocational, Intellectual, Social, Emotional, Physical and Financial. At the center of the 
wheel is our baptismal identity in Christ. Take a look at the Wholeness Wheel. Seek balance in your life.   

MISSION U WORKSHOP  

Would you like to be better equipped to share your faith with unbelievers?  Learn how, on Saturday, April 1, 
9:00 am to 2:00 pm through LHM’s Mission U Workshop being held at Desert Foothills Lutheran Church,       
Scottsdale.  A light lunch will be served.  All free of charge. RSVP to Pam, officeasst@dflc.org. 

https://calendar.lcms.org/event/specialized-pastoral-ministry-retreat-danville-calif/
mailto:navaj@csl.edu
https://www.wheatridge.org/wholenesswheel
mailto:officeasst@dflc.org


YOUNG ADULT SERVANT EVENT 

The 2017 Orange Nation Young Adult Servant Event will take place in Austin, TX July 20-23, 2017!  Through 
Christ’s Love, and not of ourselves, we will serve the Austin community. We will be working with LINC Austin 
to engage the area in service and grace.  For further information and to register, click here.   

FOOTSTEPS OF LUTHER TOUR   

Pastor and Sue Pierce of Bullhead City, Arizona will be hosting a 12-day tour in the footsteps of Luther in      
Germany September 27 – October 8, leaving from either Las Vegas or Bullhead City. For more information, 
please contact  Pastor Pierce at 928-234-4277 or Pastorpierce@me.com or click on link at www.stjohnbhc.org 

CONTINUING ED SEMINAR—MAKING SENSE OF A PLURALISTIC WORLD  

Resurrection Lutheran, Quartz Hill CA is hosting Making Sense of a Pluralistic World: A Tour of Worldviews in 
America taught by Dr. Adam Francisco. The seminar is scheduled for July 24-26.  Register by contacting Con-
cordia Theological Seminary at kara.mertz@ctsfw.edu. The cost is $150 for rostered church workers and $100 
for laity. For additional information call Resurrection at 661-943-8433 or email relcqh@gmail.com. 

INSTITUTE ON LITURGY, PREACHING & CHURCH MUSIC  

LCMS Worship's Institute on Liturgy, Preaching and Church Music will be held July 25–28 at Concordia         
University Chicago. This triennial event offers pastors, church musicians, and all who are passionate about the 
Church's worship an opportunity to be refreshed in Word, song, and prayer together with opportunities to 
grow in skills that enhance the joy of the people of God in the reception of His gifts. This year's Institute takes 
its cue from the upcoming Reformation anniversary with the theme: The Just Live by Faith—Make This Plain 
in Sermon, Service, Song.  For more information, contact the LCMS at 888-843-5267 or infocenter@lcms.org. 

GETTY MUSIC WORSHIP CONFERENCE 2017—SING!  

Sing! A conference for pastors, musicians, and leaders to reform and encourage congregational singing                 
September 18–20 in Nashville, TN. This conference exists to help pastors, musicians, and leaders build a Bibli-
cal understanding and creative vision for the congregational singing in their churches. Bringing together 
speakers and artists from many traditions and walks of life, our desire is to encourage churches towards a 
deeper, more dynamic view of theology, artistry and mission in congregational singing.  For more infor-
mation, click here. 

CATECHISM CONVOCATION  

The Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed: A Catechism Convocation for the People will take place on Saturday, 
April 22, 8:30 am—3:00 pm at Concordia University, Irvine.  Presenters of the theme “The Word of Truth vs. 
The Word of Falisty” include Rev. Dr.  Alfonso Espinosa, Rev. Bruce von Hindenburg and Rev. Samuel 
Schuldheisz.  Following lunch, Rev. Robert Dargatz and Professor Steve Parks will join Prs. Espinosa and von 
Hindenburg in a Q & A session.  For more information, including full schedule and to register your attend-
ance, visit www.smallcatechism.com.  This event is free and lunch in included. 

RETIREMENT CELEBRATION for REV. PAUL MILLER 

Together let’s honor and celebrate the retirement of Rev. Paul Miller on Sunday, April 30. The Celebration 
Service will take place at 3:00 pm at Christ Lutheran Church, Desert Hot Springs and will be followed by a 
Farewell Dinner Reception. Please RSVP to Bobbi Smith at 760-485-7770 or bobbi322@verizon.net. 

http://www.psdyouth.net/young-adult-servant-events.html
mailto:pastorpierce@me.com
http://www.stjohnbhc.org
mailto:kara.mertz@ctsfw.edu
mailto:relcqh@gmail.com
mailto:infocenter@lcms.org
http://www.gettymusicworshipconference.com/#sing-home
https://smallcatechism.com/
mailto:bobbi322@verizon.net


Prayer & Praise 

Prayer Requests 
Ruth Geisler, retired teacher from Abiding Savior, Lake Forest, 
has been recently diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. Please pray 
for strength and healing. 

Filipino Teachers & Students at the five Lutheran schools in the 
Philippines as they approach the end of the current school year. 

2018 Rose Parade Float Committee as the being preparations 
for the 2018 float entitled Bringing Christ to the Nations and for 
the witness this will be to the millions that watch the Rose Pa-
rade. 

Installation 
Rev. Rob Goodwin will be installed at Our Savior's Lutheran 
Church, Palm Springs on Sunday, April 2 at 10:00 am. We know 
many pastors will be serving in their churches at this time, but 
we would still appreciate your support in prayer. For those able 
to attend robes and stoles will not be necessary. We praise God 
for His provision of a new Pastor. 

Continued Prayers 
We pray for all congregations and schools currently in the calling process. 

Rev. Dr. Edward Ambrose – chronic vascular disease and orthopedic problems 

Jo Ambrose, wife of Rev. Dr. Edward Ambrose – fighting bone cancer 

Rev. Bill Bartlett – for successful treatment in a clinical trial 

Rachel Brunold, daughter of Rev. William Brunold—fighting cancer 

Jan Decker, wife of Rev. Thomas Decker—recovering from fall and femur surgery 

Rev. Greg Fairow—recovering from a stroke 

Chaplain Jim Freitag – on deployment in Kuwait 

Kim Francisco, sister-in-law of Rev. Tim Francisco – fighting cancer 

Rev. Roy Gesch – macular degeneration 

Rev. Gerald Gettis – fighting myeloma, praising God for lower cancer count 

Sharon Giese, wife of Rev. Burton Giese, undergoing cancer treatments 

Rev. Bert Giese – congestive heart failure 

David Hendry, son of Rev. Tom Hendry – suffering from dementia 

Rev. Mark Jennings - recovering from heart surgery 

Rev. Ray Kibler – dangerously low platelet count 

Jenny Lawson, wife of Rev. Scott Lawson - fighting cancer 

Leroy Pabst – recovering from a stroke 

Jonathan Schilling, son of Rev. David Schilling – fighting cancer 

Philip Taylor, son of Professor Bret Taylor—fighting cancer 

Submit Prayer Requests to Kelly DeJongh at kelly.dejongh@psd-lcms.org 



Resources: Student Scholarships 

Contact Us 
Subscribe to eNews 

Send an email to psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the words “subscribe” in the subject line.  To unsubscribe, 
reply back to this email and put the words “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Submit News & Information 

Email psdenews@psd-lcms.org with the ‘who, what, when, where, and why’ of the news item. Items must be 
received by 2:00 pm Wednesday in order to be included in the next issue.  The Pacific Southwest District will 
NOT sell, give or otherwise transmit your email address for any reason other than its intended purpose. 

PACIFIC SOUTHWEST DISTRICT GRANTS  

Based upon information provided by the applicant, grants will be made to full-time students preparing for full
-time church work and attending colleges, universities, or seminaries of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. 
In addition to a District grant, students who are sons or daughters of Pacific Southwest District Rostered 
Church Workers may apply for ThankOffering Scholarships. All instructions and forms to apply can be found 
on the District website under Resources tab. Application Deadline: June 1, 2017 

BETHSEDA SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE  

Looking to today’s students as the future of our organization, we support youth planning to enhance the lives 
of people with intellectual and developmental disabilities.  We invite students, high-school-aged and up, to 
apply for one of our three Bethesda Student Scholastic and Service Scholarships. This year, Bethesda is 
awarding $32,000 in scholarships.  Scholarships are awarded in partnership with the Bethesda Auxiliary, a 
nationwide  organization that reaches forward in faith, word and deed by sharing the love of Jesus with peo-
ple who have developmental disabilities in partnership with Bethesda. Criteria:  be an active, communicant 
member of a Lutheran congregation; be classified as a freshman, sophomore or junior at an accredited col-
lege or university; have a minimum overall GPA of 3.0 on a 4.0 scale; have a career objective in the field of 
intellectual and developmental disabilities.  To apply, click here. Applications Deadline: May 1, 2017 

http://www.psd-lcms.org/
http://bethesdalutherancommunities.org/wp-content/uploads/2017-18-College-University-Scholarships-app.pdf

