
a diner called Deathrow,  

So, why did we call our diner ‘deathrow diner’ ? Do we think death row is funny 
? Unimportant ? Something to be taken lightly ? No we don’t. If that helps. 
Wouldn’t have gone to the trouble of building a restaurant that referenced it 
if we thought it a frivolous subject. 

We do think the idea of the state granting someone the basic mercy of a last 
meal before murdering them to be a bizarre and ludicrous contradiction. To 
have enough humanity and compassion to give them a last treat, but not to not 
then kill them. Insane stuff. 

It’s such a crazy incongruous ritual that it got us to thinking about a movie-
like dream sequence. Something that one of our fave directors, like Lynch or 
Tarantino, might have conjured. A condemned man not merely granted his 
ultimate meal, but allowed to enjoy it in a special restaurant/diner. food is 
also about context. 

The interior for DRD was a consequence of that train of thought. The idea was 
to create something filmic. A 3D piece of art. A ‘work’ that people could 
actually inhabit and and enjoy visceral experiences within – the music, the 
lights, the flavours. 

We wanted to continue to draw upon the same rich seam of cultural 
references that informed our designs for sister venues ‘Motel’ and ‘Yardbird’. 
We consider DRD to be the third in a kind of ‘Badlands’ trilogy. If you will.  

The challenge was to create something a bit surreal. A bit cartoon. A bit 
graphic novel. To bolt on references that hinted at both the nihilistic mindset 
of the chaotic souls who often find themselves on Deathrow, but to also to 
consider their psyches as they prepared to meet their makers. Hence the 
poetry and quotes in neon.  Hence Jesus on the wall.  

Are we just being pretentious then ? Can you make an artistic statement in a 
place that majors in fried chicken and burgers ? Not sure there’s a definitive 
ruling on this. We think an interior of a diner can be a work of art. You may not 
think it’s a great piece, but surely it’s allowed to have a go at being one ? 

Did we consider this idea might make many feel uncomfortable ? Yeah, we 
definitely did. Didn’t think that was a problem though. We thought once they 
got inside us, they’d get what we were doing and and what kind of people we 
were. They’d appreciate that just because you reference something ugly 
doesn’t make it intrinsically wrong. Most art and literature wouldn’t really 
have got off the ground if that were the law.  

Maybe we’re just trying to shock. Maybe we’re just ploughing that old shock 
sells furrow. Maybe we’re just in it for the dough.  

How are you going to know ? 

come pay us a visit. See what you make of our efforts. Give a diner a break. You 
win. We win. Everyone wins. Except the chickens. 


