
 
Greetings, 
 
Recently, fair housing has been a topic of conversation nationally due to controversy surrounding the 
finalization of the US Department of Housing and Urban Development’s  (HUD) forthcoming 
Affirmatively Furthering Fair Housing (AFFH) rule and the Supreme Court’s recent ruling that upholds the 
validly of the Disparate Impact rule. While these issues can be politically polarizing, Denver Metro Fair 
Housing Center (DMFHC) feels compelled to extract these issues out of the often sensationalized 
headlines and explain what these amendments and potential changes to fair housing law would mean 
for our organization and to fair housing in Colorado.   

Earlier today the U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision in Texas Department of Housing and Community 
Affairs v. The Inclusive Communities Project, on whether the Fair Housing Act covers disparate impact 
discrimination or only intentional discrimination. The Disparate Impact rule is an essential fair housing 
tool that provides helpful guidance for how to promote diverse, inclusive communities and help victims 
of domestic violence, families with children, people with disabilities, and others access equal housing 
opportunities.  It protects people from inadvertently discriminatory laws and policies, which may on 
their face seem non-discriminatory, but in effect will prevent certain protected class individuals from 
housing opportunities.  It is more commonly accepted in today’s world that overt acts of discrimination 
are illegal and that housing providers cannot have policies that deny people housing based on their race 
or national origin.  The Disparate Impact rule, however, safeguards everyone from policies which may 
unintentionally exclude individuals from the right to free housing choice. This is an important victory for 
fair housing and will continue to help move our country beyond legacies of segregation and 
discrimination. 

Representative Scott Garrett has proposed amendments that would prevent the Department of Justice 
and HUD from enforcing the Disparate Impact rule.  As is stated above, where you live determines 
where you work and how you get there, your access to healthcare, and the school your child attends. 
Unfortunately, policies and practices still exist – intentionally and unintentionally – that keep far too 
many people out of housing they can afford simply because of who they are. Continued attacks against 
the Disparate Impact rule threaten DMFHC’s and HUD’s ability to promote inclusive community and free 
housing choice for everyone. 

 
Representative Steve Stiver has proposed an amendment which would take away HUD Private 
Enforcement Initiative grants to organizations like DMFHC.  These grants allow DMFHC to conduct fair 
housing investigations in the Denver metro area and have been proven to be one of the most effective 
ways to uncover and document housing discrimination in the community.  DMFHC’s housing audits of 
the metro area have uncovered high rates of housing discrimination against Latinos, blacks, families with 
children, and persons with disabilities.  Without these grants, these acts of discrimination would 
continue to go unnoticed and unchallenged limiting housing choice for all. 
 
Representative Paul Gosar has proposed an amendment that would prohibit HUD from finalizing, 
implementing, and enforcing its forthcoming AFFH rule.  The proposed AFFH rule will provide 
municipalities more guidance and technical support while completing studies required to receive certain 
federal funds and increase the integration of the results of these studies with the planning process.  It 



 
aims to increase transparency through greater public participation, equip grantees with a clear 
framework and refined data, and synchronize the assessment process with the investment planning 
process.  AFFH is a particularly important tool municipalities can use to combat segregated housing 
patterns and concentrated areas of poverty due to decades of institutionalized housing discrimination. 
 
By limiting the efforts of fair housing organizations across the county, these amendments could 
potentially lead to increased racial and economic segregation.  DMFHC is concerned about the impact 
these amendments and decisions will have on our ability to promote inclusive communities and free 
housing choice for all Americans.  Segregation has been shown to limit economic growth, stifle upward 
mobility, and intensify civil unrest throughout our communities.   
 
DMFHC stands with the National Fair Housing Alliance and all fair housing centers in saying, we urge the 
Senate and President Obama to stand united against these potentially destructive anti-fair housing, pro-
segregationist attacks and protect the right of every American from housing discrimination.  If you agree 
we implore you to contact your local representative and express your concerns about the above 
amendments.  It will take a united effort to stop these amendments from becoming law. 
  
DMFHC thanks you for taking the time to learn more about the amendments and how they could 

negatively impact your community. Contact DMFHC today if you would like to learn more about any of 

these topics, require more resources, or if you need assistance in framing this discussion in your 

community. 

Thank you again for your time, 

Regards, 

The DMFHC Team 

 


