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EDITORIAL: As we continue to work tirelessly to instil the values of the reign of God in our lives and those of our 
brothers and sister we are invited to be instruments of Christ’s peace. In this issue we feature events and initiatives 
which promote compassionate care for migrants, victims of human trafficking and other injustices. During this Lent 
we are encouraged to pray and journey towards our personal conversion, for “Whoever accepts the Good News of Jesus 
is able to acknowledge the violence within and be healed by God’s mercy, becoming in turn an instrument of recon-
ciliation.  In the words of Saint Francis of Assisi: “As you announce peace with your mouth, make sure that you have 
greater peace in your hearts”.—Pope Francis, World Day of Peace Message, 2017
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GLOBAL CATHOLIC CLIMATE MOVEMENT 
(GCCM) ASSISI MEETING

On the second anniversary of its founding, over thirty 
leaders of GCCM met in Assisi from January 28–31, 
2017, in prayerful reflection to determine future direc-
tions for the movement. Cardinal John Ribalt, from Pap-
ua New Guinea, was an active participant and his pres-
ence reminded us of the disastrous effects climate change 
is having on the islands in Oceania. 
The first day began with a guided meditative experience 
on the life of St. Francis as told in the art of the Basilica 
of St. Francis. Michael Lasky, OFM Conv. Paintings high-
lighted the many ways Francis challenged and affirmed 
the people of his day. Art was the medium of education 
for how to be faithful to God, to respond to the needs of 
the poor, and to promote loving relationships with all of 
creation.
The following day focused on the accomplishments of 
GCCM such as gathering almost a million signatures for 
the COP 21 Climate Conference, resources for webinars, 
Season of Creation, Parish Guide for ecology and the 
work on the recent conference on Laudato Si.

Being grounded in these initiatives, the dialogue of the 
next two days surfaced ideas for a re-articulation of the 
vision, mission and values of GCCM as well and a stra-
tegic plan for the next two years. Three of the goals are 
related to increasing membership in GCCM, promoting 
energy efficiency and work on divesting from fossil fuels 
and investing in alternative sustainable energies. A board 
was named as well as members of the steering committee. 
The input for these days will be available in the coming 
months.
On the last day many participants journeyed to Rome. 
An unexpected and delightful highlight came at the 
public audience when Pope Francis expressed words of 
gratitude and encouragement for the efforts of GCCM 
to care for our common home.
For regular updates please go to http://catholicclimate-
movement.global/.  
The next major event being planned by GCCM is April 
22-23: #MERCY2EARTH WEEKEND. On the occa-
sion of Earth Day (April 22) and Mercy Sunday (April 
23), GCCM will convene a major campaign to engage 
Catholic grassroots communities through a compelling 
program and videos to reflect on Pope Francis’ recent 

message “Show 
Mercy to our 
Common 
Home”. Learn 
more at Merc-
y2Earth.org
The JPIC Secre-
tariat is a proud 
member of the 
GCCM Steer-
ing Committee.

LINKS: Click underlined blue text to open a link or copy and paste the url on your browser window

Small group discussion on vision: Benedict Aoydi OFM. Cap, JPIC International 
Coordinator of Capuchins and Board Member of Franciscans International; Dan-
iel Sheehan, Romero Institute; John Leydon, Missionary Society of St. Columban; 
Marianne Comfort, Sisters of Mercy; Christina Leaño, GCCM Secretariat; Igor 
Bastos GCCM Secretariat; John O’Shaugnessy, Franciscan Sisters of Mercy.

Mike Lasky, OFM Conv. Franciscan Action Network; 
Tomas Insura, Executive Director, The Global catholic 
Climate Movement, Christina Leaño, GCCM Secretariat 
and Sheila Kinsey, FCJM.
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NONVIOLENCE AND FORCED DISPLACEMENT

“The tragedy of forced 
migration and dis-
placement affects 
millions, and is fun-
damentally a crisis of 
humanity, calling for 
a response of solidarity, 
compassion, generosity 
and an immediate 
practical commitment 
of resources.”—Joint 
declaration of Pope Fran-
cis, the Patriarch Bart-
holomew and Ieronymos, 
Lesbos, April 16, 2016

The theme on Non-
violence and Forced Displacement was developed 
during the Formation session for Spanish Portuguese 
JPIC Promoters on February 1, 2017. It was facilitated 
by Ascensión Redondo and María Luisa García, both 
Claretian Missionary Sisters. The session aimed to 
inform members of the group about the great human-
itarian crisis of millions of migrants displaced by vio-
lence or other causes who are in need of international 
protection and refuge in safe countries. It was also an 
occasion to renew the appeal to religious congregations 
present in Rome to continue their collaboration and 
network with Centro Astalli, the organization that 
hosts refugees in the city.
The meeting had four significant parts that the JPIC 
Promoters present followed with great interest. The 
opening prayer was based on the biblical text from 
Eph. 2.14-22 and began with “Christ who Himself is 
our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into 
one and has broken down the dividing wall of hos-
tility”; the reflection on images of the reality of the 
phenomenon helped the participants express feelings. 
Finally, the call expressed by United Nations Secre-
tary-General Ban Ki Moon regarding this humanitari-
an crisis, reminded them that it “is not only a crisis of 
numbers, it is also a crisis of solidarity.”
The slide presentation informed the participants of 
the enormous global problem of forced displaced per-
sons. The slides helped to clarify the current European 
response to this problem. The presentation was based 
on highly credible  documents including the 2015 
ACNUR Report, the June 20, 2016 Refugee Day; 
Human Rights Watch Report of January 17, 2017; the 
New York Declaration on Refugees and Migrants; the 
2016 CEAR report to United Nations General Assem-
bly; and the Spanish Commission of Aid to Refugees. 
Other resources referred to were: Pope Francis message 
during his visit to Centro Astalli on September 10, 
2013; Laudato Si – May 24, 2015; Pope Francis’ mes-
sage for the World day of Refugees and Migrant 2016 
and the joint declaration of Pope Francis, the Patriarch 

Bartholomew and Archbishop Ieronymos, Lesbos April 
16, 2016.
During the last part of the meeting officials from 
Centro Astalli (the vice director of the Center Fr. Ales-
sandro Manaresi and Sr. Maria José Rey a Religious 
of the Risen Christ) described their various services. 
They spoke about inter-congregational collaborations 
for the hospitality of Refugees with Centro Astalli. An 
enriching testimony was given by Emanuele Selleri the 
executive director of the Scalabrini 634 project which 
helps refugees and the local community have fun expe-
riences together in order to include the refugees in the 
community life. This project, which basically helps ref-
ugees in their second phase of hospitality, is facilitated 
in collaboration with Centro Astalli.
“Refugees…Hospitality in the Horizon”, the theme of the 
prayer service at San Marcello prepared by the Spanish/
Portuguese Group, provided the opportunity to reflect on 
the needs of refugees and our response to this tragedy.

LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEXT STEP IN OUR 
RESPONSE TO THE MIGRATION CRISIS 

There was a large attendance at this 
JPIC English session, which was held 
at the UISG building on February15, 
indicating how concerned our con-
gregations are about this topic. The 
opening prayer was a very moving 
reflection on the situation of refugees 

and migrants in our world today. Car-
men Elisa Bandeo, SSpS gave a presentation about the 
Migrants Project in Sicily. She described the early stages 
of this initiative and the experience as it developed. 
She assured us she was not here to tell us a ‘romantic’ 
story. The experience in this first year of the project has 
been one of finding the way in a new environment with 
many needs, issues, cultural differences, growing under-
standing and deepening trust. She said the reality of the 
project is a microcosm of the migration experience. 
Florence de la Villéon, RSCJ followed with a presenta-
tion about the newly established UISG ‘Migrants 
Project International Desk’. The aim of this initiative 
is to build a global solidarity among religious congre-
gations in their work with migrants. The aim is not 
to replace the role of government agencies in their 
response to the migration crisis but to develop ways of 

Ascension Redondo and Maria Luisa Garcia, 
both Claretian Missionary Sisters.

Sr. Maria Jose Rey, Fr. Alessandro Manaresi, and Emanuele Selleri.

Carmen Elisa Bandeo, 
SSpS
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responding through our international 
congregations. Florence emphasized 
the importance of networking with 
local communities, dioceses, church 
agencies and NGOs. The international 
desk calls our attention to three lev-
els of response to the migration crisis 
from our congregational resources: A) 
emergency action, B) integration of 
migrants into host countries, C) polit-

ical advocacy. It was noted that most current activity is 
still at level A and we need strategies to develop levels 
B and C.  
Those at the meeting then looked at the following 
questions in small groups.
1. How are migrants perceived and received in your 

congregations?
2. What challenges, difficulties and problems do you 

face?
3. What is the next thing we need to do? How?
Some of the answers included a sharing about mixed 
emotions such as fear, indifference, sometimes pain 
but also a great willingness to welcome migrants. Sev-
eral are trying to do this through practical hospitality, 
awareness-raising, activity in schools and supporting 
migrant projects financially. We heard about the work 
of Alianza Solidale in Italy which is helping migrants 
in Rome with papers, health care etc. One of the chal-
lenges described was a need to shift the congregations’ 
focus, for example, instead of a voluntary contribution, 
it needs to be integral to mission. Another challenge is 
to be aware of judgements about migrants and to learn 
more about the underlying issues. A very real challenge 
is the issue of employment. Congregations need help 
in understanding the implications of work for refugees 
and migrants if integration is to be achieved. Many 
of the challenges in the congregations were about lan-
guage, resources, finances and limited energy.
The ‘What’s Next?’ part of the discussion raised these 
ideas:
�� the need to learn from one another (one suggestion 

was to have a workshop on the experience of host-
ing refugees in congregations) 

�� collaboration was seen as vital 
�� school-based awareness offers an important basis 

for understanding and education
�� formation of younger religious is a strategy for the 

mission of migration integration
�� education about the various levels of status be-

tween refugees and asylum seekers is necessary for 
congregations to provide realistic help

�� learn from JRS work
�� develop action plans according to each country

The presentations and discussion on the topic had an 

impact on the many congregations represented at the 
meeting.
For more information: prayer, Sicily Project and Migrants 
Project International Desk go to www.jpicroma.org.—Con-
tributor: Anne Corry RSCJ, International Congregation JPIC Coordinator 
and Chair of the Refugees and Migrants Working Group

AGRIGENTO MIGRANTS TODAY 

To talk about the Agrigento migrants’ situation in 
February 2017 is a very broad subject. I’ll only speak 
of those we receive at the center where we go. So many 
migrants are arriving in Sicily these last days. They 
are from different nationalities: Syria, Bangladesh, 
Egypt, Morocco, Mauritania, and hundreds from the 
sub Saharan Africa—Eritrea, Nigeria, Guinea, Ivory 
Coast, Ghana, Mali Burkina Faso, Senegal, Gambia, 
Sierra Leone, Cameroon, Togo, etc. Eritrea is leading 
in number, followed by Nigeria. They come very mis-
erable after the hell they endured in Libya. Everyone 
seems to have been tortured in Libya. They call it “hell 
on earth”. Marks of torture are visible on many: frac-
tures, burns from electric shock, infected wounds and 
so on. Many women come with pregnancies from rape, 
some want to get rid of the baby in order not to be 
looking at the fruit of torture for their whole life.
The local people (quite poor) are tired of receiving 
these foreigners whom they see as coming to steal their 
jobs. They believe that every migrant receives a huge 
sum of money, while they are struggling to survive, 
and that brings a lot of hostility towards the migrants.
Let us say that 10 percent have valuable reasons for 
fleeing the country, but the majority from Africa and 
Bangladesh come for economic reasons and we know 
that they have no chance of getting permission to re-
main in the EU. Among these young people, some are 
very well educated. But the last months, we receive a 
good number of people who do not know how to read 
and write.
How do they live in the centers? Very miserably. We 
had a group who remained in the center for a whole 
month without receiving anything to change. The 

Florence de la Villéon 
RSCJ

Sr. Vicky Chiharhula, MSOLA (at the right) with members of her community and a 
couple of friends at  C ardinal  Francesco Montenegro’s residence. 
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clothes they were wearing on arrival, got torn on them 
after a month of not being able to change them, not 
even once. And in this group there were doctors, teach-
ers, nurses, economists etc. It is only then that they 
started realizing that the dream that had about Europe 
was pure illusion. Many regretted having come but 
they are ashamed to go back after selling everything to 
go to the land of their dreams. It is very sad indeed, a 
very big challenge to witness these things and very an-
gering. The stories are very long.

What can we do as JPIC coordinators?
I have no idea, but I think you need to think of work-
ing on the root causes of this migration. Many of your 
congregations are represented at the United Nations 
and I think it is high time to unite all these congre-
gations in order to lead the same battle: respect and 
protection of human rights in all the countries of the 
World. To my brothers and sisters from Africa I say: we 
have to create a network of religious (men and women) 
at continental level to shake the African Union leaders, 
while working hard on the young generations in the 
different countries, in order to uproot in them the evil 
that is keeping Africa back. EDUCATION FROM 
THE NURSERIES TILL THE UNIVERSITIES IN 
THE CATHOLICS EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-
TIONS. I think this is equally valid for Asia and Latin 
America. Together we are strong ! Good mission to all 
and in communion. —Contributor: Vicky Chiharhula, MSOLA. 
She was a former member of the RMWG and continues to keep in 
communication

WOMEN’S VOICES ON TRAFFICKING IN 
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS

The Seminar on “They are just 
children! Not slaves! Women’s 
voices on trafficking in chil-
dren and adolescents” began 
with an inspiring message from 
Cardinal Peter Turkson, Pre-
fect of the Congregation for 

Integral Development of Human Service. Sr. Carmen 
Sammut, MSOLA, President of UISG and Sr. Gabriel 
Bottani, CMS, Coordinator of Talitha Kum, gave their 
voices to raise the awareness of the problem of human 
trafficking through horrific examples of abuses of labor, 
prostitution, and underage marriage. The promise of a 
life too good to be true is so enticing considering the 
vulnerabilities of poverty, abuse, neglect and migra-
tion. Children who engage in risky behavior, disabled 
or marginalized are targets for such a business. From 
personal experience of the work, they suggested some 
ways to prevent and to work with victims. 
Of all of the distinguished speakers we would like to 
highlight Iana Matei of Reaching Out Romania who 
spoke of the work she and her son are doing with chil-
dren in orphanages. She stressed the importance that in 

these places children experience love 
because without this experience they 
are very vulnerable to traffickers who 
are aware of the important need 
of children and prey upon it.  In 
conclusion, there was a clear call for 
effective advocacy to change legisla-
tion so that the offenders receive just 
consequences for their actions.
For more information regarding 

videos of the events  go to http://www.talithakum.
info/.

PRAYER VIGIL FOR WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
AND AWARENESS AGAINST HUMAN 

TRAFFICKING

The second day in the series of events of 2017 World 
day of prayer and awareness on human trafficking was 
a prayer vigil that took place in the Ognissanto Parish 
Church (Via Appia Nuova 244) attended by about 150 
religious women, men and lay people. The prayer was 
presided over by the Auxiliary Bishop of Rome Mons. 
Gianrico Ruzza and animated by the Network of Reli-
gious in Rome which include The Union of Consecrat-
ed women (USMI), the Pastoral Office for Migrants 
and Caritas Roma.
The liturgy was an intense prayerful moment enriched 
by reflections and stories of religious communities 
working in this area. Sr. Rosalia Caserta member of the 
Sisters of Divine Providence from Catania, Sicily gave 
an inspiring story on what her community is doing to 
free girls who are sexually exploited by traffickers. A 
story full of humanity showed in a simple way how a 
religious community can be dedicated to promoting 
human dignity. She encouraged all religious congrega-
tions to take part in this ministry of compassion to vic-
tims of exploitations under which women and children 
are subjected.
The Anti-trafficking group from the Diocese of Rome 
known as “Slaves No More” gave a short summary of 
the activities carried out by the group. The first con-
tact with the victims is carried out by the group called 
“Unita Strada” composed of various volunteering par-
ish groups; then there centers for listening to the vic-
tims who decide to seek help – “Centri di ascolto”. The 
victims are hosted in first and second hospitality hous-
es—otherwise called “family houses”. Within these 
centers spiritual, cultural and psychological counseling 
is offered to help them work on their self-esteem and 
recover from the profound trauma caused by past expe-
riences. The group has successfully carried out a project 
of voluntary repatriate of adolescents and women who 
decide to be helped to go back to their home countries. 
This has been a successful project because the survivors 
of trafficking are helped to start their life in their own 
cultural environment. With some financial help they are 

Iana Matei of Reaching Out 
Romania.
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enabled to start self-employment and manage their life 
independently. Another service offered by the association 
is legal assistance—the survivors are helped to obtain 
identity documents and resident permits. This is possible 
thanks to the collaboration with various embassies.
Consecrated women also visit the Center for Iden-
tification and expulsion at Ponte Galleria to share 
prayer moments with people at the center, listen to 
their stories and give them the opportunity to socialize 
with other people. Appreciation was also expressed to 
Religious congregations with a contemplative charism 
for their spiritual support to victims of trafficking. Sr. 
Monica (Suore Ospedaliere della Misericordia) com-
pared the work done by consecrated women to Ve-
ronica who wiped the face of the suffering Lord (Mt. 
9:20-22); so do many members of the church see the 
suffering Lord in the victims of trafficking and slavery. 
She made an appeal to all church members to take part 
in this important compassionate ministry, facing the 
complexity of its phenomenon.
Members of the Anti-trafficking Working Group 
helped to prepare the prayer for this service.

FUNDING AND RUNNING ORPHANAGES

A group of very interested religious gathered to discuss 
ways to fund and professionally manage orphanages. 
Resource persons included Jaime de Bourbon de Parme, 
MA, Ambassador of the Netherlands to the Holy See, 
accompanied Sr. Isabella Alphonse, FMA, Coordinator 
of National Development Forum Salesian Sisters in In-
dia, Caroline Boudreaux, Founder of the Miracle Foun-
dation for orphanages, and Nivedita DasGupta, Miracle 
Foundation Country Head in India. 
Ms. Boudreau presented the work of her foundation 
which supports 11 orphanages in India. She shared her 
deep commitment to help other orphanages gain ex-
pertise in fundraising and to utilize a survey developed 
to achieve the 12 rights of the child promoted by the 
United Nations. There was a lot of interaction among 
the participants with very positive results. At the request 
of the participants and with the agreement of the panel, 
there will be a workshop in Sri Lanka for orphanages, a 

visit to a place for vulnerable children in Argentina and 
a webinar regarding the use of the survey tool for those 
interested in knowing how they can utilize the process.  
We will inform you when the webinar is available so that 
others who would be interested could also participate. For 
more information www.miraclefoundation.org/.

US BUREAU OF CONFLICT AND 
STABILIZATION OPERATIONS VISIT JPIC 

SECRETARIAT

Amal Moussaoui Haynes, Second Secretary in the US 
Embassy to the Holy See requested a meeting with the 
JPIC Promoters for two visitors from the Bureau of 
Conflict and Stabilization (CSO)—Robin Holzhauer 
who handles bilateral partnerships and Deborah Ann 
MacLean, acting Director for Partnerships, Strategy and 
Communications. The CSO assists the US government 
to anticipate,  prevent, and respond to conflict and pro-
mote stability. The work of the CSO is in the area of 
policy while the humanitarian assistance is in the depart-
ment of USAID.
The purpose of the meeting with the JPIC Promoters 
was to share experiences of what was happening on the 
ground regarding conflict, mediation, election violence 
and peace negotiations. The group of ten JPIC Promot-
ers focused their experience on Nigeria, DRC, South 
Sudan, Burundi and Papua New Guinea. The exchange 
was very honest, realistic and sad. 
Other questions from the promoters related to the on-
going involvement of the US in these situations with 
the change of leadership in the US. At this time there 
has been no pronounced change of US involvement in 
Africa.   

NONVIOLENT PROTEST SUBDUES THE 
INDIAN GOVERNMENT

S.Vincent Anesthasiar, CMF is a JPIC 
General Secretary of the Claretian 
Missionaries, promoting the best 
JPIC practices and keeping their 
missionaries prepared for their peace 
mission. Almost all the Claretians 
who are working in Tamil Nadu have 
participated and supported nonvi-
olent protests. The church has also 
supported this cause.  We are encour-

aged to keep the people in our prayers.
The nonviolent protest in Tamil Nadu, India to preserve 
the native breed of Kangayam bulls (Bos indicus) has 
subdued the government. It all began on January 15th 
when Jallikattu, a traditional sport of Tamil people since 
2500 BC, involving bulls, was banned by the Supreme 
court, under the pretext of cruelty to bulls. In this sport, 
Kangayam bulls are released, one after the other. One 
person or a group, has to grab the large hump of the 

Some participants at the event: first row Nivedita Das Gupta, Marguerite Uy, CPS, 
Gratia Fernando, GSS, Gisela Frerich CPS, Sheila Kinsey, FCJM, Isabella Alphonse, 
FMA, Felix Moshubuzi, CPPS, and Veronoca Kamei, FMA; back row: Caroline 
Boudreaux and Ambassador Jaime de Bourbon de Parme.

S.Vincent Anesthasiar, CMF 
is JPIC General Secretary of 
the Claretian Missionaries.
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bull and bring it to a stop. The winners are awarded and 
winning bulls are selected as stud bulls to inseminate 
the cows for breeding. This breed of bulls is used for 
ploughing and their dung serves as manure. The milk 
of the cows contains A2 variety of beta casein protein 
which is easily digestible. Where as the milk from Eu-
ropean Bos Taurus (Jersey cows) introduced in Tamil 
Nadu since 1960, contains A1 casein protein which 
causes allergies and serious health hazards like diabetes. 
Since the introduction of Jersey cows, the Kangayam 
is fast disappearing and presently its total population is 
only 1500. When this sport is banned, famers will not 
rear these stud bulls. This will make the farmers depend 
for seeds, fertilizer, tractor and fuel on multinational 
companies. Tamil Nadu has become the diabetes capital 
of the world and the reason for this epidemic is alleged 
to the milk of Jersey cows. Added to this, it was PETA 
(people for ethical treatment of animals), an US based 
organization, that argued in the court for banning this 
sport. Watch this link to know further: https://m.you-
tube.com/watch?v=TXl22-ZsbsA.
On January 17, 2017 about 20 students, being contact-
ed by social media, assembled in the Marina beech 
(world’s second largest beech) in Chennai, to protest 
against this ban. The ban became an occasion for people 
to express their frustration with the government. More 
and more people, spontaneously being contacted by so-
cial media, came to beech and joined the sit in protest 
night and day, with slogans and speeches. The protest 
spread to various cities and villages of Tamil Nadu; mil-
lions of people were participating in this struggle under 
the single agenda of save Jallikattu and save  agriculture. 
The protest was leaderless, so the government could not 
identify the leaders to threaten or negotiate. The politi-
cians could not divide the people based on caste and re-
ligion. No arson, riot, loss of properties was reported 
and the protest looked like festival. From the start of the 
struggle, the people boycotted the multinational prod-

ucts like Pepsi, Coke, KFC. The Chamber of Commerce 
decided not to sell the products from March 1, 2017. 
The colleges and schools also banned the use them in 
the campuses. Because of these boycotts the value of In-
dian rupees against USD has appreciated by 10 paise 
within a week. The Marina revolution made the govern-
ment call a special session of the legislature (parliament) 
urgent on January 23rd and passed a bill to restore Jal-
likattu sport. The President of the country who was on 
oversea travel, had to rush to New Delhi to sign this or-
dinance. The whole law making process happened in 
one day. Now the people have decided to take up nonvi-
olent protests to further save the people and the nation. 
Also the corrupted government and politicians are bent 
upon preventing such people movement.—Contributor: 
Vincent Anesthasiar CMF, JPIC General Secretary for the Claritians. 

CAN TWO SIDES FIND COMMON GROUND?

A very engaging and thoughtful conversation was held 
with JPIC Promoters around how to dialogue and build 
bridges from two opposite sides. Empathy and respect are 
necessary to dialogue with both the left and the right per-
spectives. The challenge is to be centered in ourselves, to 
speak our truth, and to listen to the truth of others with 
opposite views. It is important to understand the values 
of those with whom we disagree in order to seek ways to 
cultivate common ground on issues. Although the start-
ing point was the United States, many other examples of 
other countries were given. To stimulate our discussions, 
we used TED Talks videos, which included issues of our 
concern such as the environment, immigrations and em-
ployment. The participants left the gathering with a desire 
to build a bridge in a new way. The two TED Talks—Jon-
athan Haidt: Can a divided America heal? and Rob Will-
er: How to have better political Conversations?—are both 
are available in English with subtitles in Spanish.
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MARCH INTENTIONS OF POPE FRANCIS

1 March beginning with Ash Wednesday:  “The word is a 
gift. Other persons are a gift” is the title of Pope Francis’ mes-
sage for Lent 2017 (1 March to 15 April).  He uses the biblical 
story of Lazarus, to call us to reflect on how we live. https://
zenit.org/articles/popes-message-for-lent-2017/
Month of March—that persecuted Christians may be sup-
ported by the prayers and the material help of the whole world 

INTERNATIONAL DAYS OF OBSERVANCE IN 
MARCH

1 March—Zero Discrimination Day  [UNAIDS] Stigma and 
discrimination damage people and fragment society promotes 
diversity and honors the fact that everyone count.
3 March—World Wildlife Day  (A/RES/68/205) calls on every-
one to do their part in protecting the world’s wild animals and 
plants. The future of wildlife is in our hands. 
8 March—International Women’s Day celebrates the acts of 
courage and determination of ordinary women who have played 
an extraordinary role in their countries
21 March—International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination  (A/RES/2142 (XXI)) recognizes the need to 
stand up for the rights and dignity of all, and for diversity and 
pluralism.
21 March—International Day of Forests  (A/RES/67/200) re-
minds us of the ways that forests and trees protect us and provide 
for a rich variety of biodiversity.
22 March—World Water Day  (A/RES/47/193) acknowledges 
that water is an essential building block for life. It is vital for 
creating jobs and supporting economic, social and human devel-
opment.
24 March—International Day for the Right to the Truth con-
cerning Gross Human Rights Violations and for the Dignity of 
Victims  (A/RES/65/196) pays tribute to the important work 
and values of Archbishop Oscar Romero of El Salvador.
25 March—International Day of Remembrance of the Victims 
of Slavery and the Transatlantic Slave Trade  (A/RES/62/122) 
reminds us that for over 400 years, more than 15 million men, 
women and children were victims of this tragic slave trade.
For a listing of the international days for the year go to http://www.
un.org/en/sections/observances/international-days/. 
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JPIC PROMOTERS MEETINGS 

�� 1 March—Spanish and Portuguese Speaking Promoters 
Meeting “Nonviolence and Care of Creation” from 9 am 
to 12 pm at UISG. �

�� 6 March—English Speaking CORE Group from 3 pm 
to 5 pm at the Fratelli �

�� 7 March—Integrity of Creation Working Group 
(ICWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli 

�� 15 March—English Speaking Promoters Meeting 9 am 
to12 pm at UISG Theme: Looking ahead to our plans 
for next year. What do we want to do? How and why do 
we want to do it? What has the experience of this year 
taught us? 

�� 16 March—Refugees and Migrants Working Group 
(RMWG) 3 pm to 5 pm at the Fratelli 

�� 18 March—“Nonviolence: a Style of Politics for Peace”, 
9 am to 12 pm. Presenter: Dr. Maryann Cusimano Love 
Associate Professor of International Relations in the 
Politics Department Catholic University of America, 
Washington, DC. Please join us for an inspiring and 
challenging day as we explore the implications of this 
important message. There will be translations in English, 
Spanish and Italian. The event is co-sponsored by the 
JPIC Commission and the Angelicum University.  Place: 
Sala Giovanni Paola II at the Fratelli Via Aurelia, 476, 
00165. The flyer is on the website at www.jpicroma.org. 
For registration reply to jpicroma@gmail.com. 

�� 21 March—Anti-Trafficking Working Group from 3 pm 
to 5 pm at the Fratelli 

�� 23 March—Collaboration of Women and Men Working 
Group (CWG) from 3 pm to 5 pm at UISG � 

�� 24 March—Africa Working Group (AFW) to host the 
Africa Europe Faith and Justice Network (AEFJN) 2:00 
pm to 5:30 pm at the Missionaries of Africa Curia

�� 28 March—ICR at FAO Office at the Passionists from 3 
pm to 5 pm

�� 31 March—Prayer “Memorials for the Martyrs of Jus-
tice” from 7 pm to 8 pm at San Marcello. The reflection 
honors the life of Blessed Archbishop Oscar Romero. 

SAVE THE DATES

�� 28-30 April—Workshop in English for International 
JPIC Promoters “Living and promoting just relations 
(JPIC) with oneself, with others, with creation and with 
God.” Francisco O’Conaire, OFM at Casa Generalzia Dei 
Salvatoriani, Via Della Conciliazione 51, 00193 Roma. 
The flyer is on the website at www.jpicroma.org and for 
registration, reply to jpicroma@gmail.com.  

�� 15-18 November—JPIC Promoters Formation Work-
shop with the theme “Nonviolence: a Style of Politics for 
Peace”. At Casa per Ferie Enrico De Osso, Via Val Can-
nuta 134 Roma. The four-day workshop provides new 
JPIC Promoters with the tools needed to animate mem-
bers of their congregation. Others engaged in JPIC-re-
lated ministries are welcome to attend the full workshop 
or individual sessions. The workshop is in both English 
and Spanish. For registration and the flyer, please go to 
http://www.jpicroma.org/jpic-promoters-workshop.


