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Dear Abby: I am a 
24-year-old single mother 
of an amazing 3-year-old 
girl. I have had more than 
my share of turmoil with 
her father. We are no 
longer together, and he 
isn’t in the picture. Abby, 
I feel damaged. I’m afraid 
I will never love again or 
find anyone to love me 
the way I need.

My daughter is my 
shadow. We are literally 
joined at the hip. She’s 
lonely, always around 
adults and has no one her 
age to play with. I really 
want to have another 
child. While I may never 
have the right man to 
father one, I’d like to save 
a life and adopt another 
daughter and playmate 
for my little girl. 

Some people may see 
me as too young or un-
able to do it. But the love, 
care and providing for 
my child exceed anything 
I’ll ever do in my life. 
What do you think? — 
Maternal Midwesterner

No time to add to family

DEAR ABBY
Life

Dear M.M.: To adopt 
a child for the reason you 
have stated would be a 
terrible disservice to a 
child. If you want your 
little girl to learn to make 
friends with other chil-
dren, then enroll her in 
day care, where she will 
be exposed to some.

As to your feeling that 
you are damaged and will 
never find love again, 
many women feel as you 
do after a bad breakup. 
Most of them heal, learn 
from their experience 
and go on to have fulfill-
ing lives. In your case, 
it may take the help of 
a therapist to find your 
self-confidence again. 
Another child is not the 
answer to what’s ailing 
you right now.

Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Ange-
les, CA 90069.
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FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE BY LYNN JOHNSTON

For such a small, 
elegant, graceful animal, 
Speke’s gazelle (pro-
nounced “speaks”) has 
a honkin’ big nose. And 
when we say “honkin’,” 
we mean that literally. 

These gazelles have 
inflatable nasal sacs 
formed by loose folds of 
skin behind their nostrils. 
When the animal senses 
danger or is agitated, the 
inflated sac forms a hol-
low chamber that ampli-
fies the sound — a sort of 
sneeze-snort. This acts 
as an alarm call to others 
or simply announces the 

CREATURE FEATURE

Honk if you 
love gazelles
BY ABBIE KRAUSE
SPECIAL TO THE CHIEFTAIN
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The Pueblo Zoo’s three male Speke’s gazelles — Teller, 
Fragilistic and Cabernet — strike a pose.

gazelle’s presence. 
One may ask, “Is that 

why they are called 
Speke’s gazelle? Because 
they are “speaking?”

Actually, Speke is the 
name of a 19th-century 
European explorer for 
whom the species is 
named. Animals are often 
named after a scientist/
discoverer or famous 
public figure. 

For example, Grevy’s 
zebras, which share the 
same exhibit at the Pueb-
lo Zoo, are named after 
a 19th-century French 
politician, Jules Grevy. 
The DeBrazza’s monkeys 
that soon will be joining 
the African painted dogs 

Scientific name: Gazella 
spekei

Common name: Speke’s 
gazelle (pronounced like 
“speaks”) 

Description: Speke’s 
gazelles are delicate-look-
ing, small members of the 
antelope family, standing no 
more than 2 feet tall at the 
shoulder. Males and females 
look the same, having a tan 
or light-brown back that is 
separated from the white 
belly by a dark stripe run-
ning along the length of the 
body. The main physical dif-
ference between the sexes 
is size; males can weigh up 
to 40 pounds, while females 
are usually closer to 30. 
The most distinct feature 
of the Speke’s gazelle is its 
big nose. Most of the time, 
the gazelle’s large nose just 

looks like extra folded skin 
behind its nostrils; however, 
it is actually an air sac. 
When alarmed or excited, 
the sac can be inflated to 
make a loud honking sound. 
Speke’s and other types of 
gazelle also exhibit a behav-
ior referred to as “pronk-
ing,” where they jump in the 
air with all four legs off the 
ground, back arched and 
head pointed toward the 
ground. There is no explana-
tion for this action.

Range: The Horn of Africa, 
which includes Somalia and 
parts of Ethiopia. 

Habitat: Semi-desert 
grasslands, where they 
graze on various plant 
matter and can survive for 
long periods of time without 
water.

Reproduction and rearing: 

Gazelles live in herds of 5-12 
individuals, although when 
food is scarce, herds may 
grow to about 20. Herds 
consist either of a dominant 
male and his harem of fe-
males or are herds of young 
bachelor males. Breeding 
season occurs in January 
and results in a single young 
born in May or June, after a 
5½-month gestation. 

Predators: Mid-size 
carnivores, such as lions, 
cheetahs, painted dogs and 
hyenas. 

Lifespan: Up to 12 years in 
the wild.

Conservation status: 
Endangered, as classified by 
the IUCN Redlist. 

References: arkive.org; 
stlzoo.org; iucnredlist.org.

— Mo Walsh

JUST THE FACTS

were named after Italian-
French explorer Pierre 
Paul Francois Camille 
Savorgnan de Brazza, for 
whom the capital of the 
Republic of Congo, Braz-
zaville, was named. 

The use of human fam-
ily names is abundant in 
the animal kingdom, and 
can sometimes create 
inaccurate, if not amus-
ing, assumptions. Pallas 
cats don’t live in palaces. 
White’s tree frogs are 
not white. Canada geese 
aren’t really Canadian. 

The zoo’s staff some-
times has fun using these 
names when naming ani-
mals. For example: The 
zoo’s newest Kirk’s dik-
dik, located near the ga-
zelle exhibit, was named 
Captain, for Captain Kirk 
of “Star Trek” fame.


