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Dear Abby: My boy-
friend and I both have 
professional careers and 
are independent. We 
have been in a commit-
ted relationship for eight 
years now. 

When we first met, I 
wasn’t looking to be in a 
relationship. He pulled 
all the stops to get me 
to date him. He was at-
tentive, complimentary, 
dinner dates, movies, 
etc. He was the first to 
say “I love you.” Prince 
Charming had nothing 
on him.

When he knew I had 
finally fallen for him, 
the chase was over and 
everything came to a 
screeching halt. No 
more dates, no more I-
love-yous. Everything he 
did to get me to fall in 
love with him stopped. 
The man I fell for 
doesn’t exist anymore.

If I ask him if he 
loves me, he tells me 
I shouldn’t be inse-
cure and needy. I told 
him hearing the words 
mean a lot to me, but 
the words seem to have 
been deleted from his 
vocabulary. Any sugges-
tions on how I can get 
him to understand how 
I need to hear it from 
him? — Longing for ‘I 
Love You’

Dear Longing: You 
have already told your 
boyfriend what you 
need. Now it’s time 
to find out why he is 
unwilling to give it to 
you. Then ask yourself 
if you want to continue 
like this indefinitely, 
because he appears to 
have changed consid-
erably. Is he the kind 
of husband you would 
want for a lifetime? If 
not, you might be better 
off with someone more 
responsive, because this 
appears to be the status 
quo, and the man has 
shown himself to be 
unlikely to change.

Dear Abby: With 
technology the way it is 
today and everyone tak-
ing photos and videos of 
everyone around them, 
are there any new rules 
of etiquette? I’m asking 
because of a couple of 
situations I’ve been in 
lately.

The other day I was 
kayaking with some peo-
ple I met online. While 
I was rowing, struggling 
to catch up with those 
who were faster, breath-
ing hard and sweating, 
a kayaker in front of me 
whom I had just met 
started videotaping 
me. I didn’t want to be 
videotaped, but I didn’t 
want to break my stride 
and explain.

Yesterday I was in a 
hot spring at a health 
spa, wearing a swimsuit. 
I looked up and a wom-
an I didn’t know was 
about to take a photo 
of two other women. I 
was in the background. 
Fortunately, I was able 
to leap out of the way, 
and the only part of me 
that might have been 
photographed was my 
backside.

In both situations I 
was uncomfortable, but 
I did nothing to stop it. 
What is a polite way to 
ask someone to stop? — 
Photo-Shy in California

Dear Photo-Shy: It’s 
perfectly acceptable to 
say, “Please don’t do 
that,” or “Let me get out 
of range.” If the photog-
rapher has any manners, 
he/she will accommo-
date you.

Dear Abby: My 
husband never gets me 
anything for Mother’s 
Day. We have two chil-
dren. He says, “You’re 
not my mother!” What 
do you think? — Hurt in 
Pennsylvania

Dear Hurt: Is your 
husband the father of 
your children? If the 
answer is yes, I think 
the man you married is 
thoughtless, insensitive 
or cheap.

Write Dear Abby at 
www.DearAbby.com 
or P.O. Box 69440, Los 
Angeles, CA 90069.
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Prince Charming may 
have turned into frog
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CREATURE FEATURE

Once upon a time, 
there was an African 
black-footed penguin 
named Tess that lived at 
the Pueblo Zoo. 

Many Puebloans knew 
that Tess was a very 
special penguin, for at 
the time of her death, 
she was 40 years (and 8 
months) old, making her 
the oldest known liv-
ing African black-footed 
penguin in captivity and 
the oldest female on 
record. In the wild, the 
average life expectancy 
of African penguins is 
15-20 years. 

Tess was very well 
adjusted to her surround-
ings and colony and 
received excellent care, 
which may have contrib-
uted to her exceptionally 
long life. Perhaps more 
importantly, Tess and 
the zoo’s entire penguin 
colony are great ambas-
sadors for their species, 
giving guests a chance to 
connect with these amaz-
ing birds and learn more 
about their wild counter-
parts. 

However, the future 
of the African black-
footed penguin popula-
tion is not looking like 
a fairy tale with a happy 
ending. Native to wa-
ters along the southern 
African coastline, the 

penguins are classified 
as endangered by the 
International Union for 
Conservation of Na-
ture and is threatened 
by a number of factors, 
including overfishing of 
food sources, shifts in the 
fish-rich currents they 
rely on, habitat destruc-
tion and commercial oil 
spills and dumping.

Many of the penguins’ 
food sources, such as 
anchovies, are severely 
depleted through over-
fishing, shifting travel 
patterns or oil spills. The 
distance they need to 
swim to find fish, as well 
as severe competition 
and threat from preda-

tors such as Cape fur 
seals and sharks, present 
great challenges to the 
penguins’ feeding and 
breeding. The population 
has also been under-
mined by people hunting 
penguin eggs and col-
lecting guano — needed 
for nest sites — for use 
as fertilizer. An oil spill 
in 2000 threatened 40 
percent of the wild popu-
lation.

During the last decade, 
the African penguin 
population has declined 
by nearly 60 percent; 
the current estimated 
population is a mere 10 
percent of what it was 
100 years ago. With this 

sharp decline, the pen-
guins are expected to be 
extinct in the wild within 
20 years.

One glimmer of hope is 
that Association of Zoos 
and Aquarium institu-
tions, like the Pueblo 
Zoo, have helped to 
create a broad genetic 
base for the penguins in 
captivity, with the capac-
ity to maintain genetic 
diversity for the next 100 
years. So, reintroduction 
in the wild may be a pos-
sibility at some point in 
the future, if needed. 

This month, the zoo is 
set to launch its Quarters 
for Conservation pro-
gram to raise awareness 
about the importance 
of conservation efforts 
in the wild and encour-
age the public to join 
in to make a difference. 
The zoo plans to honor 
Tess through supporting 
the conservation efforts 
of the Southern Afri-
can Foundation for the 
Conservation of Coastal 
Birds (SANCCOB). 

Visitors can learn more 
at two zoo events: En-
dangered Species Day on 
May 15 and Penguin Day 
on May 25.

For more information 
about Tess’s story and 
events, go to pueblozoo.
org. For more on penguin 
conservation, go to sanc-
cob.co.za. 
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African black-footed penguins are among the Pueblo 
Zoo’s most popular attractions.

Scientific name: Sphenis-
cus demersus

Common name: African 
black-footed penguin. Also 
known as the jackass pen-
guin because its call sounds 
like the bray of a donkey.

Description: African 
black-footed penguins 
have heavyset bodies with 
the well-known black-and-
white “tuxedo” coloring, 
which is actually a form 
of camouflage known as 
countershading. African 
penguins have a pattern of 
black spots on the chest, 
which are unique to each 
individual, much like a 
fingerprint. They have pink 
sweat glands above their 
eyes, which are used to help 
cool their body if they get 
too warm (blood is sent to 

the glands to be cooled by 
the surrounding air). Pen-
guins are non-flighted birds, 
using their wings as flippers 
in the water to help make 
them adept swimmers. 
Almost half of their diet is 
composed of a variety of 
seafood, including sardines, 
anchovies, herring and 
squid. African penguins live 
in large colonies, but are 
monogamous birds.

Range: African penguins 
are known to breed on 24 
islands in Algoa Bay, South 
Africa. Many people think 
that penguins can only live 
in cold weather, however, 
many species of penguins 
can be found in temperate 
conditions. All penguins do 
live in the Southern Hemi-
sphere.

Habitat: Penguins are 
generally found within 25 
miles of the coast. They use 
rocky offshore islands for 
breeding, molting and rest-
ing. They can travel for long 
distances, but will return to 
the same breeding site year 
after year.

Reproduction and rearing: 
Penguins are monogamous, 
staying with the same mate 
year after year. Breeding 
usually begins between 2 
and 6 years of age. There 
is no set breeding season, 
although breeding activity 
peaks in November/Decem-
ber for penguins living in 
Namibia and in February/
March for penguins living 
in South Africa. Clutches 
are usually two eggs in size 
and are incubated by both 

parents equally for about 
40 days. After hatching, the 
chicks are cared for and 
guarded for 30 days; they 
are fed regurgitated food 
from the parents. Between 
60 and 130 days old, the 
chicks develop juvenile 
plumage and leave the 
colony.

Predators: Natural threats 
include Cape fur seals, 
sharks, feral cats and mon-
gooses. The biggest threat 
to African penguins comes 
from humans.

Lifespan: 15-20 years in the 
wild; average of around 25 
years in captivity. 

Conservation status: En-
dangered.

References: arkive.org; iuc-
nredlist.org; denverzoo.org; 
torontozoo.org; mnzoo.org
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Penguins striving for survival

The Pueblo Archaeo-
logical and Historical 
Society is working with 
other local organizations 
and individuals to pres-
ent Drop City 50 activi-
ties and programs during 
May.

Drop City was a 1960s-
era countercultural 
community founded near 
Trinidad by people who’d 
met as students at the 
University of Kansas. 
They experimented with 
conceptual pieces and 
installations they called 
Drop Art, then moved to 
a 6-acre tract of land in 
Southern Colorado. They 
were determined to live 
on society’s excess and 
not take paying jobs, and 
they built domes and oth-
er structures from scrap 
materials and continued 
to make unconventional 
art. Started in 1965, the 
Drop City commune 

lasted until 1973.
This year’s commemo-

ration highlights the 
history and culture of 
Drop City through visual 
and performing arts, film, 
exhibits, interactive 
presentations and guest 
speakers throughout the 

HISTORY

Drop City programs scheduled in Pueblo
region.

The featured speaker 
will be Timothy Miller, 
professor of religious 
studies at the University 
of Kansas, who will speak 
at 7 p.m. May 21 in the 
Ryals Room of Robert 
Hoag Rawlings Public 
Library, 100 E. Abriendo 
Ave. His talk is free and 
open to the public and 
will be on the topic “The 
Road to Drop City and 
Beyond.” Miller is the 
author of “The 60s Com-
munes: Hippies and Be-
yond” and “The Hippies 
and American Values.”

The archaeological 
society and the library 
are sponsoring Miller’s 
appearances in Pueblo.

Other Drop City 50 
activities:

 The documentary 
film “Drop City” will be 

shown at 7 p.m. Thursday 
at both Rawlings Library 
in the Ryals Room and at 
the Pueblo West Library. 
The film was produced 
by Joan Grossman. More 
information is at dropci-
tydoc.com.

Miller also will give a 
free public lecture, “Spir-
itual Diversity in Inten-
tional Communities,” at 
1:30 p.m. May 24 at Christ 
Congregational Church, 
1003 Liberty Lane.

Entries from the Drop 
City 50 poster contest 
and photos of Drop City 
taken in 1973 by Myron 
Wood were displayed at 
Rawlings Library and will 
be shown at the La Veta 
Library through May 23. 
They will be shown later 
in Walsenburg.

— Mary Jean Porter
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COURTESY ILLUSTRATION

Douglas Howard’s ‘Freedom 
as Art’ is the winner of 
the Drop City 50 poster 
contest.
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