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Dear Abby: I am a 
male in the training de-
partment at my office. A 
lot of times, because the 
people I train are new 
hires, there are dress 
code violations from 
people who appear to 
be testing the limits. 
Most of the violations 
involve women who 
wear clothing that’s too 
revealing, in spite of 
the fact they receive a 
document at the start 
of training explaining 
what is and is not ap-
propriate attire.

I feel uncomfortable 
addressing dress code 
issues with the oppo-
site sex. I have always 
asked a female in the 
department to do it for 
me. My problem is, my 
manager has told me I 
need to be able to deal 
with issues like this if I 
want to move forward 
in my career.

My question to you 
and your readers is, as 
a woman, would you 
feel more uncomfort-
able with a male boss 
addressing a “too much 
cleavage” or “skirt too 
short” issue than you 
would with another fe-
male? And have you any 
suggestions for wording 
in these situations? — 
Dressed for Success in 
Virginia

Dear Dressed for 
Success: Speaking for 
myself, I think I’d prefer 
to hear that message 
from another woman 
— however, my prefer-
ence is beside the point. 
You have a job to do, 
and that is to enforce 
the rules of your com-
pany. So when you tell 

a female employee that 
she’s not complying 
with the dress code, use 
the wording in the em-
ployee handbook or the 
document the person 
received when she was 
hired. (Hopefully, the 
wording is specific.)

Dear Abby: I have a 
question about where 
and when to have a 
retirement party. I know 
it’s inappropriate for 
families to host a baby 
shower, but is that true 
of a retirement party?

My husband has 
worked for a nonprofit 
for 14 years and will 
retire in a few months. 
There isn’t an appropri-
ate site for a party at 
his work. I have sug-
gested an open house 
at our home a couple of 
weeks after his retire-
ment date. My daughter 
thinks her house would 
be better because we 
are not supposed to 
have it.

My son-in-law 
dislikes entertaining 
at home, so I know it 
would be stressful for 
them. If we have it at 
our house, we can en-
courage friends and co-
workers to come over 
again and stay in touch. 
I love to entertain and 
would happily prepare 
the food and decorate. 
Am I on the right track, 
Abby? — Happy That 
Hubby’s Retiring

Dear Happy: You’re 
absolutely on the right 
track. No rule of eti-
quette forbids you from 
hosting the party for 
your husband if you 
wish. 

It’s generally a good 
idea to invite a few of 
the retiree’s close work 
mates. Because they 
share a work history 
with the retiree, they’ll 
be able to speak of spe-
cific accomplishments 
in any speeches and 
toasts.”

Trainer seeks best 
way to dress-down

DEAR ABBY
Life

Once again, The Pueblo 
Chieftain will publish a 
list of holiday craft fairs, 
bazaars, boutiques and 
other seasonal shopping 
events.

This year’s list will 
appear Oct. 19 in the Life 
section. Nonprofit orga-
nizations, churches and 
individuals who want to 
submit information for 
the list may email it to 
maryp@chieftain.com 
or send it to The Pueblo 
Chieftain, P.O. Box 36, 
Pueblo CO 81002, atten-
tion Mary Jean Porter. 
Please include time, date 
and place of the event, 
who’s sponsoring the sale 
and what will be sold. 
Also, please include a 
contact phone number, 
which won’t be published.

Notices from business-
es and for-profit groups 
won’t be published.

Information must be re-
ceived by 5 p.m. Thursday.

Boutique 
listings due 
Thursday

FOR BETTER OR WORSE BY LYNN JOHNSTON

“How Star Wars Con-
quered The Universe” 
by Chris Taylor is an 
immensely readable 
look at the worldwide 
impact of the “Star 
Wars” saga over the 
decades. He calls it 
“a biography of ‘Star 
Wars.’ ”

The book covers more 
than the six movies, 
cartoons and authorized 
adaptations. The history 
includes the fans and 
their vast creativity and 
explores the franchise 
that has become a cul-
tural touchstone with 
worldwide reach.

“I was really very 
concerned,” Taylor said, 
“that I not slip into old 
journalistic habits of 
trying to explain this to 
a mainstream audience 
saying, ‘Look at these 
geeks; isn’t it funny that 
they all dressed up as 
Stormtroopers?’ 

“I do sort of look at 
this as the first draft of 
‘Star Wars’ history in a 
lot of ways . I definitely 
wanted to portray this 
as part of a continuum 
in history of space 
fantasy that obviously 
goes all the way back to 
H.G. Wells and probably 
beyond, back to maybe 
Homer as the original 
fantasist.”

Taylor integrates 
George Lucas’ personal 
biography with the 
creative influences he 
grew up with, includ-
ing the swashbuckling 
space pulp fiction of 
Flash Gordon and Buck 
Rogers.

“I wanted to put it in 
its right historical con-
text,” Taylor said.

He devotes two chap-
ters to the major fan 
groups, the 501st legion 
of Stormtroopers, with 

garrisons around the 
globe, and the R2 Build-
ers Club, using them 
as a way to show the 
power of “Star Wars” in 
their real world lives.

Taylor, an Oxford and 
Columbia University 
journalism graduate, is 
an editor at Mashable.
com. He first saw “Star 
Wars” in 1982 when 
it was broadcast on 
television in the UK, 
but knew the plot from 
the back of cereal boxes 
that had serialized the 
movie starting in the 
late 1970s.

He read “the comic 
books, so I learned the 
entire dialog,” he said, 
“then I saw the movie 
on TV, wondering why 
it didn’t have some of 
the lines of dialogue 
that had showed up in 
the comic books.”

He also heard the 
NPR radio version 
before he saw the film 
on television, “so I feel 
that I’ve been through 
every iteration of ‘Star 
Wars’ before I saw it. 
When I did see it, I 
wore my Dad’s VHS 
out. I watched it about 
50 times.”

BOOK REVIEW

A long time ago in a
galaxy far, far away
BY TISH WELLS
McCLATCHY-TRIBUNE

 “How Star Wars 
Conquered the 

Universe” 
by Chris Taylor, 

Basic Books, $28.99

Driving down a coun-
try road, people are used 
to seeing cows, horses, 
maybe sheep. But in re-
cent years, it has become 
less shocking to see what 
used to be considered 
exotic animals grazing 
calmly on the North 
American landscape. 

Alpacas and llamas 
have been surging in 
popularity over the last 
30 years, due primarily to 
their valuable, thick, soft 
fleeces known for centu-
ries as “The Fiber of the 
Gods.” While visions of 
camelids are new to us in 
the U.S., they have been 
domesticated for more 
than 5,000 years by popu-
lations in Peru, Chile and 
Bolivia, making them 
among the first animals 
to be domesticated.

The Pueblo Zoo is 
home to an extended 
family of three alpacas 
and four llamas. The 
most common questions 
we hear from visitors re-
volves around the differ-
ences between them and 
how to tell them apart? 
Here’s a quick guide:

 Alpacas are smaller 
and weigh less than lla-

CREATURE FEATURE

Today’s question: Is it an alpaca or a llama?
BY ABIGAIL KRAUSE
SPECIAL TO THE CHIEFTAIN

Scientific name: Lama 
pacos

Common name: Alpaca
Description: Alpacas 

are domesticated from 
the vicuna, which are 
in the camelid fam-
ily (related to camels). 
Alpacas have very long, 
slender legs. Although 
they are related to cam-
els, alpacas do not have 
a hump. They have long, 
thin necks and small 
heads. They have very 
large eyes, which are 
often thought to make 
them look curious and 
inquisitive. In actuality, 
their eyes help them see 
approaching predators, 
which then gives them 
time to warn the rest of 
their herd. Their ears are 
straight. On the under-
side of their two-toed 
foot, alpacas have fatty 
pads where they bear 
their weight. They stand 
about 5 feet tall and 
usually weigh between 
100 and 140 pounds. Al-
pacas can be a variety of 

colors, usually in shades 
of white, brown and 
black. They are known 
for their soft wool, which 
is used to make cloth-
ing, tapestries, rope, 
bags and other goods. 
Alpacas have thick fur 
to help keep them warm 
at high elevations. They 
also have extra-large 
ears and lungs to help 
keep their bodies sup-
plied with oxygen at high 
elevations. 

Range: Because al-
pacas are domesticated 
animals, they do not 
have a range. The animal 
that they are domesti-
cated from, the vicuna, 
inhabits high mountain 
areas in Peru, Chile and 
Bolivia.

Habitat: Vicunas live in 
the grasslands of moun-
tain plateaus.

Behavior: Alpacas are 
herbivores that use three 
stomachs to process the 
nutrients in their food, 
much like cattle. They 
tend to feed on what-
ever grasses, shrubs and 
trees are nearby. Alpac-
as are herd animals and 
can become stressed if 
not with a group. Groups 
are made up of a domi-
nant male, females and 
any young. Young males 
live in bachelor herds un-
til they can create their 
own family groups. 

Reproduction and rear-
ing: The dominant male 
of the herd is decided by 
fights where males bite, 
neck wrestle and push 

over each other. Fights 
can be accompanied 
by screaming. Females 
can breed at any time of 
year because they are 
induced ovulators — the 
act of mating causes 
ovulation. Pregnancy 
lasts 11-12 months and 
generally only result in 
one young, called a cria.

Predators: Large 
carnivores. Alpacas can 
fall victim to mountain 
lions, coyotes and bears, 
as well as other hunting 
animals.

Lifespan: 20 years
Conservation status: 

Alpacas have not been 
reviewed by the Inter-
national Union for the 
Conservation of Nature 
because they are domes-
ticated animals. There 
are no known wild al-
pacas. Vicuna, their wild 
counterparts, are listed 
as least concern.

References: torontozoo.
com; nationalzoo.si.edu; 

iucnredlist.org.
— Mo Walsh

JUST THE FACTS

mas. Due to their smaller 
size, they are not used as 
domestic workhorses as 
llamas are. Alpacas are 
primarily prized for their 
fleece and their meat, 
which is considered a 
delicacy. The English 
term “jerky” originated 
from an Incan word for 
dried camelid meat, 
“ch’arki.” 

 Alpaca ears are 
small and erect, whereas 
llama ears are larger and 
banana-shaped.

 The wild counter-
parts of alpacas are vi-
cuna. Llamas descended 
from the larger guanaco. 
Both diverged from a 
common ancestor more 
than 2 million years ago. 

 Alpacas live an 
average of 20 years and 
llamas up to 30 years.

 Both animals pre-
fer to live in herds, but 
llamas love being petted 
by humans while alpacas 
are not as partial to being 
touched.

Baby alpacas and lla-
mas are called cria, and 
the Pueblo Zoo wel-
comed a new alpaca on 
Labor Day when mom, 
Pumpkin, gave birth to 
baby boy, Kuzco. 

The zoo’s Llama 
Leaders are a dedicated 
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Mother alpaca Pumpkin tends to Kuzco, a male born on 
Labor Day at the Pueblo Zoo.

group of volunteers that 
regularly care for and 
exercise our group. If 
you visit the zoo on a 

Tuesday or Friday around 
10 a.m., you are very 
likely to run into them on 
their walk.

Kuzco, a male alpaca born 
at the Pueblo Zoo, turns 5 
weeks old today.

Want to see
more photos?

Visit the 
Chieftain 
photo 
gallery
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Open Faced
Beef
Enchiladas

$750
Rice, Beans, Red or Green Chile

Located at 3rd & Grand

Now Accepting Credit Cards

THIS WEEK’S SPECIAL

Eat In or Carry Out
CALL 542-4820
Hours: 7 to 7 Mon.-Sat.

3 Progressive
Games!

Steel City Riding Club
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