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Dear Abby: Every 
year around the holidays, 
well-intentioned strang-
ers wish me and my 
family “Merry Christ-
mas!” Even though we 
are Jewish, I have always 
regarded it to be a kind 
gesture. I smile and re-
turn the greeting.

My children have 
asked me why I don’t tell 
people we’re Jewish and 
that we don’t celebrate 
Christmas. I don’t feel I 
need to educate strang-
ers when they’re just try-
ing to be friendly, but my 
kids don’t agree. We’ve 
had several discussions 
about being friendly and 
polite, but still they ask 
if being Jewish is some-
thing to keep secret or 
be embarrassed about.

How do you recom-
mend I handle this situa-
tion? — Jill in Calif.

Dear Jill: Explain to 
your children that you 
return the greeting to be 
polite, not because you 
feel being Jewish is any-
thing to be ashamed of.

However, the response 
to people to whom you 
are closer should be 
different. To them, your 
children should explain 
that they are Jewish 
and that you celebrate 
Hanukkah. When you’re 
with them, if they feel 
the need to assert their 
Jewish identity, they 
should go ahead and do it.

Dear Abby: I have 
been with my boyfriend 
for 16 years. Last year I 

Christmas greetings 
don’t need rebuttal

DEAR ABBY
Life

FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE BY LYNN JOHNSTON

Six local students 
were selected to repre-
sent their high schools 
as JROTC queens at 
the Southern Colorado 
JROTC Military Ball, 
which was held Nov. 20.

The students were 

Alora Armstrong, Pueblo 
West High School; 
Melissa Johnson, East; 
Alexis Mondragon, Cen-
tral; Ashley Pierson, Cen-
tennial; Krysten Tripp, 
South; and Erin Young, 
Pueblo County.
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JROTC queens
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It’s getting cold outside 
and while many animals 
are snapping up the last 
of the food and heading 
for hibernation, there are 
some animals that are 
made for the snow and 
cold. The Canada lynx, 
found both in the Colora-
do wilderness and at the 
Pueblo Zoo, is one such 
species. 

The lynx’s long, dense 
fur keeps it toasty warm 
in the cold. Its paws are 
large and padded, spread 
out widely, and covered 
in dense fur so they act 
much like snowshoes 
helping the animal get 
around easily on the 
surface of deep snow. 
This is one key difference 
between Canada lynx 
and bobcats (also of the 
lynx genus); bobcats are 
smaller and have narrow-
er feet that don’t perform 
as well in the snow. 

Another distinctive 
feature of all lynx are ear 
tufts. However, it is not 
really clear what the tufts 
are for. Some think they 
may help with hearing 
or are used as a sensor, 
much the same as whis-
kers. 

The primary prey of 
Canada lynx is snowshoe 
hare. Interestingly, the 
fluctuations of the two 
populations are closely 
linked due to the preda-
tory relationship. The 
“lynx-hare cycle” is about 
8 to 11 years, where a 
peak in hare population 
is followed about two 
years later with a peak in 
lynx population. Con-
versely, when the hare 
population declines, it is 
followed by a decline in 
lynx numbers. 

Though Colorado 
seems to be a natural 
fit for Canada lynx, the 
state’s native popula-
tion was lost to trapping, 
poisoning and devel-
opment in the 1970s. 
Reintroduction efforts 

CREATURE FEATURE

Cold-weather cat’s comeback is a success
Missing lynx no more
BY ABBIE KRAUSE
SPECIAL TO THE CHIEFTAIN

CHIEFTAIN PHOTOS/JOHN JAQUES

Kaya, the Pueblo Zoo’s Canada lynx, sprawls in the sunshine on a balmy late-fall day. 

Scientific name: Lynx 
canadensis

Common name: 
Canada lynx

Description: Canada 
lynx are medium-sized 
cats that are often very 
stocky and muscular in 
appearance. The front 
legs are slightly shorter 
than the back, which 
often makes them look 
slightly hunched over 
when they walk. One of 
the common features is 
their unique hair; they 
have distinctive tufts 
of hair on the tips of 
their ears, as well as 
lengthy cheek hairs, 
giving the appearance 
of “lynx mutton chops.” 
Canada lynx have hair 
that is thick for warmth 
and tan/gray-colored 
on most of the body, 
although the face also 
has white and black ac-
cents. They have very 
large feet, which act 
as snowshoes, allow-
ing the lynx to stay on 
top of snow as they 
move. Males tend to 
be slightly larger than 
females; the female at 
the Pueblo Zoo weighs 
between 25 and 30 
pounds. The primary 
prey of the lynx is the 
snowshoe hare, al-
though they will eat 
other small mammals. 
Canada lynx are soli-
tary in the wild, with 
groups only consist-
ing of mother and her 
young for the time that 
they are little. 

Range: North Ameri-
ca, primarily including 

parts of Canada and 
Alaska, although ap-
pearing in some parts 
of the northern contig-
uous United States as 
well. Have been reintro-
duced in Colorado.

Habitat: Usually 
forests, although they 
will sometimes venture 
into rocky areas, de-
pending on where they 
can find prey.

Reproduction and 
rearing: Males and 
females are together 
during breeding season 
only (generally March-
April) and females 
have a litter of 1-8 
young after a 64-day 
gestation. The number 
of young that are in a 
litter is dependent on 

what food sources are 
available; in years with 
more snowshoe hares, 
more young are born. 
The opposite is true 
for years with low hare 
populations.

Predators: No natural 
predators. The biggest 
threats to the Canada 
lynx are habitat de-
struction and difficulty 
finding prey.

Lifespan: Up to 15 
years, although they 
can live longer in cap-
tivity.

Conservation status: 
Least concern.

References: arkive.org; 
icunredlist.org; mnzoo.

org; philadelphiazoo.org
— Mo Walsh

JUST THE FACTS

were launched in 1997 
when the state’s Division 
of Wildlife began releas-
ing the cats in the San 
Juan Mountains; those 
lynx originated in Alaska 
and Canada. By 2010, the 
program was deemed a 

success, becoming one 
of the most high-profile 
carnivore reintroduc-
tion programs in North 
America. 

Puebloans can get a 
close-up look at a Canada 
lynx by visiting Kaya in 

the zoo’s Woods area. 
On cold days, she can be 
very active and vocal. 
She also has not lost her 
hunting instinct, so stray 
birds and squirrels enter 
her territory at their 
own peril. Generally, she 
follows that up by doing 
what most cats do — 
napping. 

found out he was mar-
ried before I met him 
and still is married to 
her. He never told me he 
was married. 

His wife got ahold of 
me on Facebook because 
she was looking for him. 
I was in disbelief. I have 
stayed with him for the 
sake of our kids, but I’m 
miserable.

I recently reconnected 
with a male friend from 
high school.  He knows 
my situation. The prob-
lem is, he said that he 
had a crush on me back 
in school and still does. 
I have feelings for him, 
too. What do I do? — 
Lost in Maryland

Dear Lost: What you 
need to do right now is 
recognize how vulner-
able you are feeling. 
What you shouldn’t do is 
rebound from one rela-
tionship into another. 

Because you are no 
longer happy with your 
boyfriend, consult an 
attorney to ensure 
your children’s father 
lives up to his financial 
obligations to them. If 
you don’t have a job, 
start looking for one to 
supplement the child 
support income.

Once you have estab-
lished economic inde-
pendence, you will be in 
a better position to judge 
whether or not your old 
friend is your knight in 
shining armor.
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The Canada Lynx Kaya.

Tonight

Monday 12:30 noon
Saturday 7:00pm

BPO ELKS #90
4109 Club Manor Dr. 543-5557

TODAY 12:30 
NOON!

$526 • $1,161 • $1,409

•••••••••••••••••••••• •• •• •• ••••••••••••••••••••••
BINGO CASINO
4109 Club Manor Drive  543-5557

 Play to win! &
 Bring a Friend

7:00 pm
Steel City Riding Club

$730 • $435
$1600 payout


