
The Seneca School History 

Project

The Murals and the Timeline: 

Our history expressed in Art



 Our first mural of local history was created 
in 1985 with the help of Artist-in-Residence 

Sandy Brooke. At that time, Mrs. Combs 

was a sixth grader at Seneca School!



The Mural of Seneca as a Company 
Town



 We completed the second 
mural in the spring of 
2002 with the help of 
Carol Poppenga, Artist-in-
Residence. The mural 
tells about Seneca’s 
fascinating history as a 
Hines Lumber Company 
town. We included special 
places like the Camp One 
logging camp, horse 
logging, the log train, the 
old store and hotel,  the 
train shop, and the 
swimming pool. 



 Before designing the 
mural, all of us in all 
classes researched 
the history of Seneca. 
We studied old 
photographs and 
newspaper clippings, 
enjoyed a slide show 
by local historian Jack 
Southworth, and 
researched on a 
logging history 
website created by 
Martin Morisette.



By the time the artist 
arrived, we knew 
what information we 
wanted to include in 
the mural. The artist 
worked with us on 
our pictures. We 
worked  in small 
groups and sketched 
our pictures with 
chalk on the wall. 
Finally, we painted in 
the details. 



We also decided to 
paint a mini-mural on 
the opposite wall to 
show off the carved 
eagle head. It was  
donated by Ralph 
White, a local artist. 

A ram’s head is also in 
our wildlife corner. It 
was donated by Jack 
Southworth. 



The Bear Valley Timeline



We made the Bear 
Valley timeline in April 
2005. It tells the story 
of Bear Valley from 
prehistory to the year 
2005. Carol Poppenga 
again helped us to 
change our history 
facts into art.



We followed the same 
process to create the 
timeline as we did for the 
mural. 

The project started with 
a lot of new research. We 
searched the Internet and  
library reference books. 
We had guest speakers 
on archeology, geology, 
and local history. We 
even checked homestead 
documents at the county 
courthouse. 



Each class took responsibility for a different 
time period.

 The third and fourth graders learned about 
Bear Valley’s prehistory and the first Paiute 
Indians in the valley.  

 The junior high class researched the time of 
1800’s to early 1900’s which included the 
Paiute Indians, the trappers, and the 
homesteaders. 

 The K-2 class studied Seneca as a logging 
town. 

 The fifth and sixth grade class covered the 
period of time from when Hines Lumber Co. 
closed to current times. 



Then, we sketched our pictures and 
prepared the boards for painting.



Next, we sketched our pictures on the board 
with chalk. After that, we outlined our 

sketches with brown paint to accent the 

details.



Next, we painted the details of our pictures. We 
also decided to have some connecting themes in 
our timeline. The Silvies River runs through all of 
our pictures because time runs like a river 
through history. We also have horse hoofprints 
in some pictures; first unshod, and then with 
horseshoes when the settlers arrived.



Our last step was to write the paragraphs 
that describe each picture. We had to 
choose what important information to 
include. This was hard to do because we 
had so many interesting facts from our 
research. 



We learned a lot about history by making the timeline. We 
found out how much the land has changed since prehistory 
to nowadays. We learned that different people and cultures 
lived in Bear Valley for different reasons: hunting, gathering, 
fur trapping, ranching, and logging.  We discovered that new 
inventions like cars and trains replaced ways of doing jobs 
and work. Finally, we found out that when a company shuts 
down because of less resources then a town loses jobs and 
people. 



At Seneca School, history helps our 
minds grow and learn more! We 
help make history come alive for 

everyone!
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