
 
 

Social Evolution 
 
 

The times they are a’changing, says the old song.  The human race, by divine gift, has 

the unique power to play an active role in its own evolution.  In America, this concept is 

expressed best in each generations expectation that their children will have it better 

than they did.  That has been true in the Great American Experiment for close to 240 

years, until now.  Today’s young adults are going to live with more debt, lower pay and 

fewer jobs than their parents, unless we do something about it. 

The first step to solving a problem is to find out what the problem is, and what the 

reality in which that problem exists is.  We can do that, but not by looking backwards 

and longing to return to a glorious past that actually never happened.  Bigotry, 

oppression and fear, wrapped in a flag (all too often the Confederate Battle Flag) can 

call itself conservatism, and does.  But what the extreme right of the Republican Party 

seeks to establish in our nation is impossible, because it makes some assumptions about 

Americans which are not only not true, they are despicable lies. 

The extreme Right’s dream of return to a capital driven 1950’s nirvana, like the TV 

sitcom Happy Days, is fiction at best.  In the 1950’s we were still basking in our victory 

over the forces of evil, and seemed oblivious to the fact that one of the worst atrocities 

in that war was the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.  Our veterans were 

heroes, but nobody realized how many of them were desperately fighting a lonely and 

losing battle against undiagnosed PTSD.  Their children, the baby boomers, were the 

first generation of Americans for whom emotional and physical abuse was common.  

The oppression of people of color was taken for granted in the South, and fell well 

below the radar of most allegedly progressive citizens north of the Mason Dixon line.  



Gay, lesbian and bisexual Americans lived in the shadows. An outed gay man was 

regarded as a security risk, a potential traitor and not entitled to any position of trust.  

We acted on the insane belief that our rivers, forests, lakes and the oceans could 

continue forever being used as sewers and somehow clean themselves.  Women were 

expected to subject themselves to their husband’s priorities, to be meek and obedient 

housewives.  God forbid that a woman should become pregnant without a husband to 

care for her:  wealthy families could send their fallen females to Cuba for a short 

vacation in Havana including a day in one of that city’s superb hospitals.  Poor women 

could do the best they could with a coat hanger or a knitting needle.  The Happy Days 

fiction is unreal and saccharine, the real 1950’s were an unlovely stage in America’s 

evolution in which most of us could not live. 

America has changed, and some of have learned and permitted our thoughts and 

beliefs to change and grow as well.   The average American is not a financially 

successful middle-aged heterosexual Christian white guy.  We are gay and straight, 

male, female and transgendered, we have pale skins or dark skins, we are young and 

old. 

The first generation of Americans who have had access to computers from birth is now 

emerging from adolescence into adult hood.  Because nobody has done it yet, I will call 

this remarkable group of Americans the cyber generation.  As an aging linear thinker, I 

cannot fully understand how cy-gen people think and communicate.  However, it is 

clear to me that their thinking is an order of magnitude more complex, and their ability 

to communicate is light years ahead of what my generation know or can do.  I believe 

that one of the things my generation can do is honor and recognize what remarkable 

people our grandchildren are, and help prepare the way for them to take leadership 

responsibilities in our society over the next couple of decades. 

One of the things we must do to allow this quantum leap in our social equation is to 

abandon utterly the insane belief that we can revert to our earlier social understanding.  

Not only were those understandings oppressive and unfair, there is no way that that a 

majority of American working people, those aged forty and younger, could go back to 

that phase of the moral development of our people.  A chicken does not have the option 

of declaring itself a conservative and converting itself, or a fellow chicken, into an egg. 

 


