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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2F4G5H_TTvU

This too will passéétaking the long view

Historians like Arthur Schlesinger and theorists like Albert Hirsc hman have recorded that every thirty years or so, society

shifts - essentially, from the public to the private and back again. The grass, after a while, always feels greener on the other

side. The late 1940s to the late 1970s was a period of the public, th e late 670s to now, the private. No w

right for another turn, to a new common life and the security and freedom it affords, but only if we make it happen by
tackling a market that is too free and a state that is too remote

Compass Think Tank 2011

Decade Themes of intellectual Key names
discussion
1930s The managerial revolution J Burnham
End of capitalism J Strachey
Lebensraum/fascism Hitler
1940s Keynesianism JM Keynes
Meritocracy Beveridge/ Michael Young
New world order R Niebuhr, EH Carr
1950s End of ideology D. Bell
Revisionism A. Shonfield; Tony Crosland
Private affluence/public squalour JK Galbraith
1960s Corporate planning, management R Ackoff, Peter Drucker
Modernisation of society Peter Berger
Participation C Pateman;
critique of professionals Ivan lllich
1970s Costs of economic growth EJ Mishan
Public choice theory J Buchanan
Small is beautiful E. Schumacher; L. Kohr
Change S. Beer; A. Toffler; D. Schon
Corporatism A Cawson
feminism Betty Friedan
1980s Deindustrialisation Blackaby; Dyson
Privatisation Consultancies; World Bank
Pursuit of excellence Tom Peters
ecology James Lovelock
decentralisation OECD
globalisation J Stiglitz, Martin Wolf
1990s End of history F Fukayama
Flexibility and reengineering M Hammer
Reinvention of government; NPM D Osborne, OECD
Climate change Scientific community
The learning organisation P Senge
Washington consensus World Bank
2000s Good governance World bank; OECD
Neo-liberalism and its limits David Harvey
Environmental collapse Scientific community
Migration and social integration C Cauldwell
2010s financial capitalism J Stiglitz
austerity M Blyth
Migration
Inequality D Dorling. Wilkinson and Pickett, T
Pikety
Populism 2?7
present The commons J Rifkin
Post-capitalism P Mason
populism

Source; RG Young
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PREFACE

| dve been bl oggnthn
a resignation from a major project

in China | was leading in 2010
leading to a slow withdrawal from

the paid labour front and giving me
more time to enjoy the stretch of
country between the Carpathians
(where | summer) and the Balkans
(where | winter) and to read,
writeééand museé. .
Lastyear| putt he vyeasids
chronological order - setting out in
an Intro why | thought the blog

was worth reading as well as
exploring why some of us have
devel oped this bl

My c¢claim for the
attention is simply expressed 9

1 experience in a variety of sectors (and countries) -nor mal ly c¢cl osely manned with o0ga
1 the compulsion (from some 50 years), to record what | felt were the lessons of each experience in

short papers

1 Long and extensive reading

T A ovoiced which has b e gof sphakimgeldarlyitojaudiehces oindéferemts s i t

nationalities and class

1 intensive trawling of the internet for wide range of writing

1 notes kept of the most important of those readings

1 shared in hyperlinks with readers

| confess somewhere to an aversion to those writers (so many!) who try to pretend they have a unique

perspective on an issue and whose discordant babble make the world such a difficult place to understand.

I 1l ook instead for work which, as googlémyurtcsl @ ti,n basitledassm o
that of the resourcepersoné. who finds and shares material é.

Ithink my f at dpigtriesident in the format and discipline of the blogpost dhe was a
Presbyterian Minister who would, every Saturday evening, take himself off to his study to anguish
over his weekly sermon which he would duly deliver frol

| looked recently at how | set out, all of 7 years ago, my m otives for starting the blog -

| started this blog to try to make sense of the organisational endeavours I've been involved in; to see if

there are any lessons which can be passed on; to restore a bit of institutional memory and social history -
particula rly in the endeavour which used to be known as "social justice". My generation believed that

political activity could improve things - that belief is now dead and that cynicism threatens civilisation

| read a lot and wanted to pass on the results of this to those who have neither the time or inclination - as


http://publicadminreform.webs.com/key%20papers/Lost%20in%20Beijing.pdf
http://publicadminreform.webs.com/key%20papers/Lost%20in%20Beijing.pdf
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2015/11/what-am-i-good-at-swot-approach.html

well as my love of painting, particularly the realist 20th century schools of Bulgaria and Belgium.

A final motive for the blog is more complicated - and has to do with life and family. Why are we her e?
What have we done with our life? What is important to us? Not just professional knowledge - but what
used to be known, rather sexistically, as "wine, women and song" - for me now in the autumn of my life as
wine, books and art...

| can see a glimmer th ere of the Protestant need to justify that a life has been a Oovweddl one

and has given something back & an almost spiritual 6 gi vi ng of account 6! !

I have grown to appreciate the discipline involved in |
myf at her 86s case it was a biblical quotation).

| rather like the format of a blogpost of some 700 words (at most a couple of pages). Management
guru Charles Handy famously said that he had learned to put his thoughts in 450 words as a result
of the o0Thought for the Dayo6 BBC programme to which he

For me a post written4 -5 years ago is every bit as good -d#& (per hap
the construction o f blogs permits only the most recent posts to be shown. A book format, on the

other hand, requires that we beginééat the beginning
more critically on the coherence of his thinking éé.

Sincethelate -6 0 s, béed v e

involved in various forms of

odevel opmendfist ef forts
ocommunityé and ourban/r
development in Scotland (with a

touch of organisational

development) then, since 1990,
0Oinstitutional é and ocap
development in Central Europe and

Central Asia.

Now, however with many others, |

question the very concept of

devel opment é. 1 ndeed the
gave a little (autobiographical)

book in 1995 was é. PUZZ
DEVELOPMENT (A few years later

a collection of |eFEasty-sotes anggood govetnanded §

For most of the 70s and 80s | tried to straddle the worlds of teaching and politics - lacking the

patience and discipline to keep my nose to any single intel lectual grindstone 8 choosing rather to be

a or efl ect ahutterflyd ccleasing éssues such as social injustice, organisational malaise |,

community busi nes s gsuddasSocrinNotk Tgday u kocab@owernment Studies ,

Community Care) were h appy to take my long pieces(wi t h ti tl es such as O0OWhat Sort
Overgovernment 26 and OMust) tdhé& System al ways win?0)

But, excitingasall t hi s was, it couldndt make up for the fact t h:
was doing (elections of one sort or another every 2 years) ; and that | had basically sacrificed
what ever career | might h aSewralwiotereoddepression éventualgledd e mi a é .

to my resignation from teaching dand to 5 years as a full -time politician.


http://www.strategy-business.com/article/03309?gko=f3861
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_b6136b5f358642f493c5a3c63cf25844.pdf

In 1990 | got the ¢ hance of a 6 month assignment
to the Head of WHO Europe
Division followed for the next 22 years by a roving .
mission in some 8 post-communist countries whose
government DNAs | was try
Little wonder that | have developed ana Imost
anthropological fascination for intellectual fashions

and become increasingly sceptical of the baggage

of social scientists. The table on the first page is

an update of a doodle | did about 20 years ago

0 trying to capture the main themes of debate

in European and north American societies since

the 1930s é .

My position is that no one (but no one) can

pretend to expertise  in the field of social

science - knowledge has become too specialised
and diverse

The claims of social oOsci
have been thoroughly exposed in recent years

Most of the reproductions are taken from my own collection of almost 200 oil paintings (mostly
Bul garian) and a similar number of aquarelles and grap!

Grigor Naidenov fr equent etegrbeBumfpériadftisrown@dffaguarelles t he i
his oconductor6 i s o n tdfalowedby ®&Russe Ganchev (1895 - 1975) view of the

Danube; a Peter Tergiev collage (of Bulgarian village life) starts the Preface with Yuliana
Sotirovads gurgliofigthiev &ma s g@9d4 - Wgnedaehesdirgshing the sequence



INTRODUCTION

T — ‘!'w. It was in 2000 that | began

- to feel deep unease about
| the direction societies  (with
which | was familiar )
seemed to be taking 9
increasing privilege,
systemic corruption,
centr alization, ecological
destruction, O0consume
poverty, privatisation and a
failure of European vision
were the things | listed in a
paper | circulated amongst
friends in an effort to
clarify where | should be
putting my energies and
resources when | fo und
myself with more time.

| itemized the people and
organisations whose work | admired; regretted the lack of impact they were having; and then

explored what channels we seemed to have for making more of an impact.

A decade later 0 after the bursting o  fthe bubble &1 returned to the subject and beefed up the

paper 0 the results of which can be read at  Draft Guide for the Perplexed

But full -time proj ects still required my attention in Central Asia and Bulgaria during that period

when | was also articulating an increasingly sharp critique of the assumptions of the sort of

development assistance with which | was involved - eg Play the Long Game, not the logframe  (2011)

With more time at my disposal from 2009, | started a blog about my various experiences o}

generally inspired (or angered) by an article or book | had rea  d relating to my disparate interests in

what we might call t he f-iamHedeloped thehahit ofiex@drptirgamtie avour 6
including relevant hyperlinks.

At the time | suggested that a  ny convincing argument for systemic reform need ed to tackl e four
guestions o

1 Why we need major change in our systems?

1 Who or what is the ¢ ause of the malaise we feel ?

1 What gprogrammeo might start a significant change process?

1 What dmechanismso (process or institutions) do we need to implement such pro  grammes?

Most books in this field focus more on the first two questions 0 and are much lighter on the last
two questions (the awkward nature of the terms | have put in inverted commas is my attempt to
distinguish | o o soeial@rom mor e d el i pokticabhdpiocessesdf change) .


http://publicadminreform.webs.com/key%20papers/Draft%20Guide%20for%20the%20Perplexed.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_130be63fe78f42b4a55db0bc92cc40ec.pdf

The first two questions require pretty demanding analytical skills d of an interdisciplinary sort

which, as | dve argued, the very structure of universit,]
| tis regrettable that the literature of change is more evident in the fields of management
and of developmentaid t han it i s i n t he Méneydtivdsthe firstfwo | i t bhuc s é é

ideological preferences th e last..

As an avid reader for more than half a century, | have become more and more aware of the
shortcomings of most recently -published non-fiction books. Their bibliographies may look
impressive and their chapter headings riveting - but the books incre asingly suffer, in my view, from
the following sorts of deficiencies 0

1 They are written by academics - who write for students and other academics
and | ackonb aenxdpser i ence of other worl ds
the author 6s s pec.i-didcipliheydeg fmahe & dconorsicsa s ub
the focus is a fashionable subject
written with deadlines to meet commercial demands
making claims to originality
but failing to honour the google scholar adage of 0
(despite o perhaps even because of - the extensive bibliographies)

=A =4 =4 -4 -4 -4

I now have a litmus test for any book which catches my eye 9 actually not one but three -

1 Does itreveal in its preface/introduction and bibliography an intention to build on the best
of what has been written before on the subjec  t?

1 Indeed does it clearly list and comment on what has been identified as the key reading and
indicate why, despite such previous efforts, the author feels compelled to add to our
reading burden??? And can you, the reader, identify any obvious gaps in that list?

1 Can the author clearly demonstrate (eg in the introduction or opening chapter) that the
book is the result of long thought and not just an inclination to jump on the latest
bandwagon?

In autumn 2014 | was so fed up with the constant emphasis by ref ormi st writers on the 0
their particular interpretation of the global crisis - and their failure even to try to find common

ground with the thousands of other radicals - that | set up a new website  Mapping the Common

Ground - ways of thinking about the crisis . Its purpose was to try to archive key books and articles

which would help those wanting to get some guidance around the impossibly confusing literature on

our social and organisational malaiseé é s e e, f o r thigsectiam pflthe library

Every now and again, my posts r eturn to th is theme dthe September version bears the title

Despatches to the post-capitalist Generation .

| have posted a lot less frequently this year despite (or perhaps because of) the huge events which

have marked 2016 0Brexitand Tr umpds massi ve upset.

| try to avoid mainstream media, preferring more marginal writing - so was prepared for the
outcomes of those two votes . ButtheBrexit vot e in particular was Il.nke a Kkic
EU citizenship, after all, gives me more  significant freedoms (to travel and reside) than does my

British ci$ozaeahmhhstpéa third of the posts dealt with the



http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2015/05/come-back-state-all-is-forgiven.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.ro/2015/05/come-back-state-all-is-forgiven.html
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!guide-to-the-social-change-folder/cvjy
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_d0a26d8aeb3f4e2dbb9e0504ae69d6c0.pdf

As befits a blog whose title refers to two mountain ranges a similar number of posts deal with my

(generally very pl easant) experiences of living in Bulgaria and Romania 9 particular experiences

relating to art and wineéé

The final bunch of posts have more miscellaneous topic:
viewing (documentaries have been an important discov ery for me this past year)

The cliff face is Veliko Tarnovo by Stoian Vassilev ~ (1904-1977)

British Exit? Sleepwalking again???
The Introduction to my  new book In Praise of Doubt da
bl ogger ®@iewsite B30 plus posts and suggests that

— g

European Union and the knock-on ef fects on E

thedé El ephant in the Roomo (i ch fail
be mentioned in my late posts o f 2014 or those of 2015) . ;
was éé. . Be thepogsibility of British exit from the 4 “

My blog may have a clear policy of ignoring the chatter
which passes for political commentary but | do not avoid big
issues eg the nature of contemporary capitalism; the health
of our democratic institutions; or the swings of public
opinionél did, after all, devot ".L.; J |l ast y
thequestion of Scotland IeaV|ng% i d

My failure to devote even a single post to what is the
increasing possibility of British withdrawal from the EU was
not a deliberate decision; rather a reflection of the absence

of any SERIOUS discussion in British journals or
publications about the issueé.

As long as the referendum which the British PM had promised on the question of continued British
membership of the European Union seemed to be in 2017 - and we were sitting in 2014 ( when a
Scottish breakaway was the threat) or 2015 (when so many other issues jostled for our attention),
2017 seemed so far away.

But here we are in 2016 and there is  suddenly talk that the government might put the issue to a

vote in the summer of thisyear ! I  And | dondt see any serious discussic
rather, |1 see a |l ot of press cover assionswith Euwropean Pr i me Mi n|
partners as he attempts to negotiate a new package which would satisfy the majority of his party

(and citizens) - who profess increased distaste for the European project (see this European Council

for Foreign Relations briefing  for graphs on how the support for Europe has trended in recent

years).

But | am aware of very little which would be of any help to the citizen who actually wants a
reasoned assessment of what withdrawal would actually mean 8 in economic or political terms.
A couple of Labour MPs have written about it & Pat McFadden in a pamphlet What would Out look

10


http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-2574lbGZYb4/VqB7_PniHDI/AAAAAAAAF04/Pa1eUNhb6Z4/s1600/m_IMG_4048.jpg
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/01/british-exit-sleepwalking-again.html
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_524eda38a06946e6b207a3ff107bd1f6.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_524eda38a06946e6b207a3ff107bd1f6.pdf
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!the-independence-argument/c19pg
http://www.socialeurope.eu/2016/01/expect-uks-eu-referendum-in-june-or-july-this-year-heres-why/
http://www.socialeurope.eu/2016/01/expect-uks-eu-referendum-in-june-or-july-this-year-heres-why/
http://www.ecfr.eu/page/-/ECFR_128_BREXIT_(March_-_final).pdf
http://www.policy-network.net/publications/4995/What-would-out-look-like

like? and Dennis McShane in a book Brexit 8 how Britain will leave Europe whose argument is rather
sullied by his rec ent convictionforover -zeal ous expenses cl ai mseé.

The European Union is its own worst enemy. Reform of such a sclerotic system of policies,

institutions and above all power does indeed seem to be almost impossible. Behind the rigid

institutions and policie s lies the apparently invincible power of the permanent technocrats with

their inflated salaries and protected status (I know because for almost a year | worked there!!)

And yet the idea of the UK®&s withdrawal fills
I 81 1 t r ynwhyon fuburepdsta i 8 while still trying to retain the respect | always try to grant
the specific arguments | encounter é.

January 13

David Bowie's "Must -Read" list

Most of us resist the idea of our own mortality but, come
the sudden passing of younger people who had some
significance in our lives, we develop an almost morbid

We expect 98 -year olds like Denis Healey, Helmut Schmidt
and Albert Hirschman to pass away but the sudden deaths

of David Bowie and Alan Rickman bring a powerful wake -up
call to people of my age

I was, as it happens, in the middle of a large biography of
Hirschman - Worldly Philosopher: The Odyssey of Albert O.

me with

fascination with the prospectéé

Hirschman (the link gives an excellent overview of both the
man and the book) - who died 3 years ago and was one of
the greate st exponents of the nature and importance of

But bear with me for a day or so while | collect and edit
the numerous other goodies whic h cyberspace offers about

chall enging the o0conventional thinki
trespassing6éThis has inspired me tc

the various sides to his |Iife which I think his biogra

In the meantime, Daniela and | were intrigued by the list of David Bowi e6Reddd
books which is part of a current exhibition in Ontario. Daniela is Romanian and had access in the 70s
and 80s to the Romanian translations of not only Western classics but contemporary American and
European texts which (despite the repression) were available after Ceaucescu struck his maverick
stance in the Eastern bloc (most Romanians are
repression of Czechoslovak liberties).

But sherecognizedonly a f ew of t he t i tdamldasraisedBhe interesting quéestios t
of theWeBastgapo in mutual wunder st andandcglturesft one
generally).

My Balkans residency of the past decade has made me more sensitive to the ~ wonder that was
20th century Central European literature (my five page recommended reading list for Romania can

0 Must

proud of

anot her

11


http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-n9zAMUQT5ZA/VqB8HB1JTKI/AAAAAAAAF1A/2LkK-kBK7c0/s1600/m_IMG_4036.jpg
http://www.policy-network.net/publications/4995/What-would-out-look-like
https://books.google.bg/books?id=ckmVBgAAQBAJ&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_ge_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/01/david-bowies-must-read-list.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZXYlWu1JfKU
http://www.publicbooks.org/briefs/masters-of-reinvention
http://www.publicbooks.org/briefs/masters-of-reinvention
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/oct/01/david-bowie-books-kerouac-milligan
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2013/oct/01/david-bowie-books-kerouac-milligan

be accessed at section 4 of Mapping Romania- notes on an unfi nished journey & although | cheated
by including some English novels with a Romanian theme!).

The reading public, it seems, are developing a new interest in translations of older writers such

as Joseph Roth and Hans Fallada who, however well-known in their home country, made little or no
impact in English -speaking countries. The New York Review of Books classic series started a few
years back to repair this fault 0 and there are also some great titles of mid  -century central
european books at small publishers such as the Pushkin Press .

Most of the works offer much more powerful writing than that from contemporary writers of the
English-speaking world 6 however hyped the latter is. So there is every incentive to start using
these catalogues.

Five years ago, the Guardian actually ran a fascinating series on world literature, inviting readers to
suggest books eg this was its Polish invitation and this a nice tabular presentation _ of the final
results.

Chinese and then Russian literature were also presented in the same way

No fewer than 200 books get close analysisin t hese results of a readerds surVve
literature @ and more than 150 in this survey of German literature

Almost 100 novels get the treatment in  this table about Indonesia

Indian literature is an __alysed here & and Columbia rounds up the survey with this table

Other countries were covered but without the tabulated results s but, with t his link, you can hunt

down the ones of interest......

But a few hundred responses dondt suggeDtetalbrreg! i sh r ead
0 E a s t diteratdre. And of course most of this material coversnovels &dwher eas Bowi eds | i st

more general.

It also makes me realize that there at least  three types oflists of what we might <call 0s
readso
1 those we once liked - which made an early personal impact eg early seminal reading & some
examples of mine were captured in this 2009 post
1 Those which matter - which made an impact on our collective social understanding _ (many of
which we may not actually have read personally - let alone liked. (here's a short list | made
for t he period from the 1970s )
1 Those we like now - which might be recommended or bought for family and friends. | have
apparently done one list of favourite book 3 but it was some time ago (December 2010)

Interestingly, central Europeans dominate that second list (although, thanks to Hitler, many of then
wrote their most famous work in American English). And that's where perhaps a major shift has
taken place.....in the 1930s European intellectual and literary writing was at the heart of the world's
thinking - now it's at the periphery.....

Five years on - and while the snow lies thick on the ground, it will be interesting to do an update of
the last list

Sunday, January 17, 2016
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From Freud to Focus Groups
Television is banned from two

of the three places | currently
call home but a Torrent service

| have access to in So fia has,
over the past few months,
allowed me to view, on my
PC,films (but of my

choice), presentations - by
people such as Varoufakis & and
documentaries.

The experience makes me begin
to quest ion my previous
reluctance to allow moving
images into my

h o me é . Fraakie Boyle is all
to bl ameééHe 1is
of the most outrageous
comedians ever to walk a stage
(more risqué by far than my old
favourites of Little Britain ) and has recently taken the unusual step of starting to write for the

Guardian. | almost split arib laughingat hisarticle i n todayds paper. | do under st
doesndt easily cross borders (and his accent certainly
his styl eé

TheLabour party has, from the beginning, beendaskandietoup of di \
become cohesive is like trying to find one shampoo that will care for the hair of everybody in Angelina

J ol i e d sUnthrecerglye Labour politici ans have been scared to tell anyone their opinions as they had to

have one that appealed to every single person in the country. Under Ed Miliband the current manifesto

would just say: 0Good Adel eds back, isndét it?¢6

A certain nostalgia in the parliamentary party i s inevitable: itds hard to deny B
powerful movement. Unfortunately that movement was the Islamic State.

| started to read the discussion thread (2425 comments already!!) but, typically, got sidetracked

early on by a reference to a documentary about the role of Saudi Arabia in post  -war politics which
turned out to be a mind -blowing piece - Bitter Lake - from Adam Curtis , the Director of a powerful
series | saw some years back called The Century of the Self  which advances the thesis that
Freud's views of the unconscious set the stage for corporations, and later politicians, to market to

our unconscious fears and desires. It shows how advertising once aimed to influence rational choice.
This gave way in the early 20th century to advertising aimed to connect feelings with a product.

Amazingly enough, at the root of t hiEdvardBemayg,anAmarcanSi gmund Fr
propagandi st in WW , who applied his wartime experience and
peacetime commerce. He invented the field of public relations, popularized press releases and product tie -

ins, and changed public opinion about matters ranging from women smoking to the use of paper cups f all to

increase sales.
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Viewing politics as just another product to sell, Bernays also helped Calvin Coolidge stage one of the first

overt media acts for a president, and helped engineer the 195 4 coup in Guatemala on behalf of his client

the United Fruit Company, by painting their democratically elected leader as communist. This and more

happens in just the first hour ofMatcthe nédscwwmentary, titled ¢

The second part focuses on

the ascendancy of

psychoanalysis and Anna

Freudds consolidation
power. The point here is

that the unconscious was

seen as a dangerous menace

that needed to be kept

under lock and key. Rational

choice, especially by crowds,

was unreliable under its

influenc e, so oguidance f
aboved (in Bernaysd wo
was needed from political

leaders and corporations for

the public good.

The conformity and mass

marketing of the 1950s

reflects this view of a public

that cannot be trusted to

think for itself. The

pendulum swings the other

way in the third and best

install ment, o0There is
Policeman Inside All Our

M
e e e et e et . . . i ot e . e = i

Heads [and] He Must be Destroyed. o

By the 1960s the human potential movement urged the expression of impulses instead of their repression.
Business was eager to help. By marketing products as a means of self -expression, business turned from
channelling public impuls es to pandering to them. There is a fascinating discussion in the film about political
activism being co -opted in this process: making the world a better place gave way to making oneself better
in ways that, not coincidentally, required buying more goods a nd services.

The finalsegment, cal | ed OEi ght Peopl e Sipping Wi neandermgiteettering, 6 f
politics. Instead of political leadership ~ we now have politics led by focus groups. The public gets what it
asks for not what it needs (he althcare and infrastructure improvements).

You can read the full script here and view the documentary itself here

Good documentaries require a rare combination - knowledge of the subject, experience of filming,
appropriate selection and editing of text, images and music, and appreciation of how to fit them

together . One of the best websites for challenging documentaries must be Thought Maybe & which
| thoroughly recommend. You might also like this list of the best 50 documentaries of all time -
from the excellent Sight and Sound journal.
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Wednesday, January 20, 2016

What Happens after Postmodernity?
The ice and cold (minus 20
during the nights and minus

14 during daytime) are huge
incentives to curl up with a

good book (or documentary).
The o0Century of
documentary series | covered

in my last post resonates with
me 0 not least because it
throws light on the huge
changes which were taking
place as | was

| was in my mid -teens when
Vance Pakhé&hiddehod s
Persuaders (1957) began to
make waves and | do

remember the excited talk, in
the aftermath of the Korean
war, of &brai nwas hi mdide nicetycaptoresq the debade ¢f thestime dand JK

Gal br arhetNevélsdustrial State  (1967) confirmed the view of our generation that large

companies basically gave us what they considered good forthem or at her t han for wusé.

The youthful rebelliousness of that period, | have to
realized was the role encounter groups then played in the direction young American activists took

post-1968 when they became disillusioned with political action d and turned instead to personal or

group therapy as a new form of politics. Social change, for this generation, was apparently to take

place by osmosisdr at her than through political parti esin I was ¢
the 60s but missed its (alleged) oO0social edgeo.

Where the documentary is perhaps more convincing is in its portrayal of the concern of the

corporate world that the o0live for todayo6 attitude of
generatedby t he second worl d war for higher | iving standards
scientists were enrolled to deliver - through focus groups - a sophisticated understanding of the

new individualismédand how it could be corralled for corporate i

The Protestant ethic may have been dismantled at one |
for the futured) but at anotherdasttWwasnawgbakbkeyd béi dgol
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social scientists (such as myself) were given the tools to guestion and ridicule the thinking of the
generation which had emerged successful from the ravag:t

Of course young people have been rebelling against their elders since eternity 0 but this time there

were some huge differences 0

-We had just emerged from the worl dés biggest killing s
- With mass industrial methods finely tuned

- Social science departments were being founded everywhere

- Student numbers started lift off o from less than 10% of the relevant age group to more  than 50%

within a generation

Scores of cheap books whose titles blazed with the phr
period the same sort of discontent in our civic lives which we were being encouraged to exhibit in

our consumer weéaelséofSoumohas our direct I|line, if not t
revealed in whichever of the hundreds of thousands of books (or blogs) vying for our attention gets

through our defencesé.

OModerni sati ondé becamedandsill resdn atgsaauay caé wetcdneénuestd s

di smantl e all that we mpdstmbderhigmrwhiéh. legitmisesrso rmasy différenti s

ways to make sense of the world

Milcho Kostadinov is a very ve rsatile contemporary painter  and this is a magnificent seascape

Sunday, January 24, 2016

In Praise of....Political Economy

Trust the Germans to spot a winner!

Somel8mont hs ago | bought a small book which | have cart
backébriefly dipped infoomumyt henpadabanmndenethese days wi
titte, Austerity (2013), was hardly calculated to bring me to orgasm but its subtitle O dhistory of a

dangerous idea6 & should have told me that this was no ordinary pseudo -technical stuff. It took

aut hor Ma rekectrByiny youtubesperformances  (a more sedate performance is a

recent presentation at the University of Glasgow ) to bring the book back down from my shelves

(metaphoric ally & since the book is still in the Carpathians) for more careful reading.

What | found is a book | would rate as the best read of the new century!

Mark Blyth is that rarity =~ d a Scot and political scientist (but with an American post  -graduate

speciaism i n O0economic ideas and cealtiutriywg! whloasreg e oiork trreeni &
the Scottish tradition of political economy. Since 2009 he has been Professor of International

Political Economy at the Ivy League Brown University - quite an achievement for a Dundee lad from

a poor working class background who generally pays warm tribute to the support he owes to the

welfare state....

The book can be read in its entirety at ~ Austerity 9 the history of a dangerous idea _ and you can get
a good sense of the respect with which its being treated by colleagues in the special symposium
Comparative European Politics ran on the book in 2013 dwitht hi s being Blyth&és power fu
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For those impatient with academic jousting, Le Monde Diplomatique  ran this good summary

Bl ythds book is divided into two parts. The first
States and moving on to Europe. fBangid jargos. Hasets outad i v e

explain as simply as possible what the jargon means and what role it played in the crisis.
For those interested in understanding collateral deals in US repo markets, the structure of mortgage

backed derivatives, repotransa ct i ons, correlation and tail ri sk,

His explanation of the crisis is compelling: innovatory financial instruments were allied with a set of ideas

about how the economy works, and in particular about how one should eva luate risk in the economy, which

together contributed to a build  -up of risks within the global financial system and their explosion in
2008. These ideas also facilitated the transfer of the crisis from the US to Europe.

Blyth dismisses the popular notion that the crisis is somehow the result of the moral failing of particular

is an ac
does not

Bl yt hds

individuals it he 6 Fred Goodwin probl em6. It is, for Blyth, a fail

it has been paid for by the public purse can only be explained by the cont  radictory set of ideas, which

prevail today, about the dangers of state intervention. It

The second half of the book is a great primer in political economy. Describing the intellectual origins of
the idea of a usterity, Blyth gives us potted accounts of the ideas of Hume, Locke, Smith and Ricardo. He
ties these ideas together with political developments, presenting us with a picture of the 20th century

that sees Keynesian ideas fighting it out with older ideas a  bout austerity and government probity. A
short -lived victory for Keynesian economics after the Second World War was eventually overthrown by a
mixture of economic crises, public choice theories of democracy and the rational expectations revolution
in economic theory.

This journey through the idea of austerity ends with a chapter on its implementation.

This is a devastating account of how attempts at putting the idea into practice fi from the struggle of
governments with the Gold Standard in the 1920sand19 30s t o the travails of

successesd | i ke Stwmedessematoworkl r el and

But it took those canny Germans to appreciate

mor e rec.i

Bl

prize for the economics writing of the year which i ncluded Thomas Piketyods

yt hds
highly

suspect, seldom read) " Capital , Ofoh easonsthey sxplainMar k Bl yt h

here
"Political economy" sank out of fashion in the 1970s as the pretensions of economics to be treated

as a science overwhelmed academia......Blyth's book (and chair at an Ivy league University) is yet
another welcome sign of the grip of "scientific" pretensions being broken.....

historical note

The phrase économie politique actually first appeared in France in 1615 with a book by ~ Antoine de

Montchrétien -Tr ai t ® de | digue owitb thed werld'p fordt professorship in political
economy established in 1754 at the University of Naples, Vienna University following suit soon
thereafter (in 1763). And it was to be Thomas Malthus who, in 1805, became England's first
professor of political economy, at the  East India Company College.

As it happens . I graduated (in 1964) with an MA (Hons)
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less than the University of Glasgow where ~ Adam Smith occupied a chair_ (in Moral Philosophy) from
1753 for more than a decade & attracting students from many parts of Europe to his lectures which
increasingly focused on the causes of national wealth. He then acted as tutor on the Grand Tour
(engaging then with the French physiocrats) but returned after a few years to Kir kcaldy to write
hi s magn durhe Wealthaf Nabions 6 whi ch appeared in 1776.
The Glasgow course in Political Economy must be one of the longest running - it disappeared (as a
name) only in the early 1990s....

Monday, January 25, 2016

Georgi R18¥ €1976) view of Thassos
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Women in Romania

Yesterdayds Bguak iAtand Feminismed dGgave us , A
to some wonder ful paintings from o ‘RoMani ads
artists of the early part of the past ce ntury, x4
1916 is selected as the starting point since that was the date of

the formation of the first woman artists' association in Romania -
instigated by Olga Grecianu on her return from Brussels. The
paintings on display cover the free period until King C  arol
established in 1938 what was to be the first of the dictatorships
which so disfigured the country for the next 50 years ...

I was well aware of EI Storek(seeospplea, Ce
pic) and Rodica Maniu d the last being a particular favourite . But |
had not seen the works of artists such as Olga Grecianu, Nina
Arbore, Nadia Bulighin, Maria Ciurdea Steurer, Irina Codreanu,
Milita Petralcu, Merica ROMNi ceanu, adul esc
Byck Wepper.

| will now add some of these painters to my  Introducing the
Romanian Realists of the 19th _and early 20th _Centuries

| assume the exhibition's title is ironic since it would be difficult to argue that this 20 year per iod
of this misogynist Latin country was characterised by respect for women's rights (however much

Queen Marie may have made up for her husband's fickleness) A better title might have been that

of an important essay of the 1970s  -Why have there been no great women artists __?

Fascinating though the paintings were, they mostly displayed the society women or domestic scenes
ohardly signs of | iberati on. rekheenlyadeptioP dwith&Radicanar ket scer
Maniu (who is reputed to have painted many of husband
peasants at work in the fields with somewhat romanticising colours..
The gallery's walls contain some extended text, presumabl y to explain the "thinking" behind the
selection but it's only in Romanian. What does it take to produce one page in at least English for the
s foreign visitor? The failure to do that simple
thing shows the sheer arrogance of this genre
of people....

Nation al galleries in this part of the world

suffer from being part of the political spoils
system. They are oOmanagedo by
respective Ministries of Culture whose
Ministers (having so little else to do) obviously
take full advantage of the power of
appointment (and sacking) which goes with the
job.

| have to admit, however, that the National
Gallery apparatniks here do occasionally mount
an interesting exhibition 81 remember one at the National Gallery a few years back which actually
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brought together Bulgari an, Greek and Romanian painters (sadly their website has no archives -
although it now boasts a lovely virtual tour of each of its rooms ) d but it missed the opportunity to
challengetheindi f f er ence these nations now display to one ano

| have two other complaints about the management of Bucharest's National Gallery -
- Although a catalogue (172pp) is available, it is entirely (as always) in Romanian
- They also try to charge 30 eu ros for taking photographs

Hardly surprising therefore that Romanian art remains unknown. | have referred before  to the
greater accessibility in Bulgariato  works of the early 20th century. Romanian "Collectors" -
generally the dubious family members of old communists - have successfully squirrelled away most
of the Romanian painting tradition in their large houses.

Artmark is Romania's auction house has become almost the only way to see this work - asitis
transferred from one rich owner to another (the prices are ten times more than in Bulgaria!). See

for yourself in their glossy catalogues - which can be sentto you on request eg this one from
September

This, of course, makes the task of art curators all the more critical - and raises the larger question
of how creatively art curators understand and practice their function dthose at The Netherlands
came in for some criticism recently for hiring philosophy -populising Alain de Boton to write some

provocative tags/slogansé.

........... AAAAAE AR EER XX T TR TTNY

Simulating Brexit

Most people are fed up with the way
television pres&nts
either short soundbites or

spokesmen for two extreme

positions lined up to bash one

another over th e head with

platitudes..

The Eurosceptic website Open

Europe offered a brilliant example
yesterday of an alternative format 9
that of Wargames & in which people

are given arole to play in a

simulated exercise whose object is

to identify weak points in one's own |
and o0enemyd positi of

Yesterdayds Open Eu
was about Brexit 9 with the morning
being devoted to the  current
negotiations and the afternoon to

the scenario that the British people

vote for withdrawal from the
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European Union. Such events require good prior briefing dand t hi s i s ©&xpellemt2Eur opeds
page briefing . A short summary of the key moments and exchanges is here
And this is the full event - for those who have 6 hours to spare!

| am no friend of the European Union & despite (or rather because of) my two decades of working

on its programmes since 1990.

| was an early visitor in the  mid/late 1970s to the British Commissioners at European Commission

HQ (eg ChristopherTugendhat) and helped establish in those days a high profile for Strathclyde

Region in the EU él1 was not one of the Labouroutes (1 ik
manifesto for withdrawal & although by then | was getting a bit testy about the claims Europe was

making for its funding programmes (whose financial input the British exchequer was quickly

deducting from its budgetary support to the Region).

My experi ence in the 1980s of a variety of European working groups also made my very impatient
with the overblown rhetoric of not only southern partn
that we talked easily only with Danes, Dutch and Ger mal

Most Briti sh newspapers have fed their readers for decades with tales of European bureaucracy o}
to the extent that its citizens seem now incapable of a serious discussion.

Few British people therefore appreciate that a vote for withdrawal would still keep them

eff ectively bound up in the same set of regulations they profess to revile d as part of the
ocompetition strategyd on which Britain has, ironicall:

About a dozen key points emerged from the Open Europe war game yesterday o}

None of strefioen dehkaidds are considered easy - With nearly all of the (British) press coverage of
theUK-EU negotiations focused on the demands to restrict EU m

perception that the other demands are comparatively easy. However , our negotiations suggested this is to

underestimate the complexity and political sensitivity of other key issues. Reaching a UK -EU deal in

February may not be as straightforward as some assume.  In Britain, the debate about whether all member

statesshoul d be subject to a centralising interpretation of o&ev

symbolic and abstract.

However, the emotional commitment of others to the integrationist ideal should not be taken lightly. As

former Irish TaoiseachJohn Br ut on noted, 0Small countries |Iike Ireland s
and mutual solidarityéRemoving the commitment to ever cl ose
¢ e me n Meardwhile, former German Deputy Finance Minister Steffen Kampete  r described the idea of a

6red cardd for naoi bhakkp&Ul i egést ati on as optaapeée, tpkeadir
that off the table. o

Perhaps predictably, the UK®s demand for greater EU &6compet
although even this prompted a fierce debate about why the EU was seen to overregulate dis it the fault of

EU institutions such as the European Commission or that of the member states who often demand greater

regulation?

Some states are ready to discuss fundamental structural reform, but others are not It is tempting to see

the negotiations as a battle between the UK and ac ohesive EU bloc, and as the UK is the demandeur in
these negotiations, there is much truth to this. However, our simulation highlighted that other member
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states have very different views of how the EU should develop in the coming years. Enrico Letta, the

for mer Prime Minister playing |taly, saw tehset albK &ss hrceafeodrtmvod r

EU with differe nt rights and responsibilities for those countries that want to integrate further and more
flexibility for those such as the UK that do not.

He

circled and that the 06i nn e rwhaesalecefoendoftve &wdzahe. make progress

But others & notably Germany, the Netherlands, and (for now) France & were for various reasons unwilling
to countenance such a radical shakeup of the status quo.

UK ideas lost in translation?  In the reform session, o ur continental negotiators all stressed their
willingness to be helpful and make concessions to keep the UK in. However, certain topics (migration and
welfare in particular) revealed how differently the British see things to their EU partners. To understan

access to welfare, you just had to witness how many around the table were shocked that the UK considers
the free movement of EUd&ciati zeelnls. as 6i mmi grati o

However, for the British, as Sir Malcolm Rifkind said, this is a political issue where pragmatism should
prevail. He noted that EU states and recent EU court rulings had established that it was perfectly possible

to discriminate between your ow n and EU nationals when it comes to accessing out of work benefits and
that Denmark had been granted special dispensatont o apply restrictions on
purchase of holiday homes on its territory.

UPDATE
Today (18 February) a full report was issued of the ev__ent and some conclusions drawn

Sadly, most British viewers will dismiss the event as yet more proof of how impossible the EU is -
after all all the "actors" (bar Norman Lamont and Rifkind) - were prominent fans of the EU. But the
simulation was important in giving real emotional strength to European arguments we too often hear
through the prism of British editorial spin....Other important points were 0

Member states hiding behind the Commission and the EU Treaty - In the game as in life, there seemed to
be a significant number of member states using the European Commission as a defence mechanism and
hiding behind bureaucracy to avoid some difficult political decisions. This was particularly true on the issue

of EU migrant sd acces s omnussidnésistetl motdiscriminaten i€podsible despite the
UK player highlighting that law and treaties can be changed if there is the political will ditisintheend a
political decision, EU law is not holy writ.

Some states hope this renegotiatio n will settle the issue - During the reform session the Irish player asked,
oCan we be sure that you wondét be coming back 1| oo

d
the opposition that many EU states have to any form

hoped
on

of O6di s

(predomin

ki

ng fo

r N

he hoped the matter owould not be rseoorpte noefd uangcaeirntéawen tcya néd t |

Given the nature of the negotiations during the game and in reality, as well as the tight result expected, it
seems unlikely this referendum will settle the issue.

Furthermore, as was noted by others during the session, Europe is cha  nging and the issue of reform is not a

one shot deal. Therefore, demands by other states for th
end of questions around the EU®8s structure are |ikely to
This is going to be emotional either way - Both the reform and the Brexit sessions roused passionate

exchanges. OYou were our best friend, and we had a marri
Swedish Trade Minister Ewa Bjorling reacted to Brexit, lamenting the loss of a liberal , free -trading ally.
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We lost count of the number of times that Brexit was likened to a messy divorce. The Netherl
representative, former Social Affairs Minister Aart Jan de Geus, noted that while the Dutch public might

expect its politicians to be ra  tional about Brexit, the politicians are likely to be irrational and this could
resul t -oipnt iémad® outcomes for all concerned.

L | There was a sense that

. the rancorous response of
continental negotiators
was not simply driven by
the shock and anger of
being spurned by Britain.
It also revealed the
vulnerability of the EU
post-Brexit. The Spanish
player summed up the
potential impact of British
withdrawal on the EU as,
OA tsunami w
very small thing compared
to what would happen with
a Br ek&e German
player said,
such thing as a free lunch.
Brexit is something which
does not only affect you but affects our country.o6
due to the fact that other EU member states felt they had spent time and energy trying to reach a viable
deal with the UK & but that deal had then been rejected by voters.
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The afternoon session contemplated the scenario of  life outside the EU - with the UK player, former
Finance Minister Lord Norman Lamont,suggesti ng the best approach would be to seek a comprehensive free
trade agreement, citing the EU deal with Canada as a good starting point since it removes almost all tariffs

on goods and agriculture. However, given the links between the UK and the rest of the EU , Clearly things
woul d be more complicated. This | ed him to propose
extended to cross -border services, including financial services, with the UK expressing some willingness to
compromise by granting E U citizens access to the UK labour market and providing some contribution to the

EU budget in exchange. Ultimately, the UK will have to figure out what it wants outside the EU, but Lord
Lamont s opening pitch was a st r ocemsofa hetvechatprshig, which tkey
Leave campaigns have been reluctant to spell out so far.

Sending a message not to follow the example of Brexit - One of the more revealing moments of the Brexit
discussion was the message that the Polish player Lesz ek Balcerowicz, a former Deputy Prime Minister,
wanted to send to others that might seek to follow
remaining members is to deter other exitso, he sai

Britaingets 8t hey shoul d not be too generous. o6 Lord Lamont

from what was supposed to be an organisation based on the premise of mutually beneficial cooperation.
Brexit would add t o tWhike sdhi playerd warsed that floing a post eBrexit deal with
the UK would not be a top priority 0 perhaps as a negotiating ploy 0 former EU Trade Commissioner, Karel

de Gucht, playing the role of the EU institutions, disagreed, saying that in reality a new trade de al with the
UK would become the EUds otop political priority.o
he warned.
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Perhaps Enrico Letta summed it up best when he said that o0V
is the centre of t he world. That is no longer the case. In case of Brexit, we risk having years and years of

di scussions and wasting energy, time and money when the res
look at the big picture dthe restofthe worldisnotwaiti ng for wus. 6 For an organisation
Eurozone and refugee crises, Brexit could provide another existential threat.

| discovered St anyo St q188t1868)00b| acksmithoé in a pile Sofa unfr ame
gallery basementand haditr est or ed and fr amed?é

the café scene is a typical Naidenov (1885-1983)

Wednesday, January 27, 2016

lliness Break

My readers will be puzzled by my silence of the past few weeks - so let me explain.

Global and European events do, of course, make it is increasingly difficult to present the positive

note | strive for here. After all, this is a blog crafted by someone who values discovery and

openness and who has always opposed the ravings of ideologues and conspiratorialists which seem to
overwhelm us these dayséé.

But that is not the only reason for my silence of the |
debilitating condition which does ndkhowsieRitaintbyatdinave a st |
which resonates with seas -side holidays 6t h a t shinfles®. ltds a virus which affec
system and starts with Herpes (which | always associated with sexually -transmitted dis ease!) and

can often then transmute (as it did in my case) into full -b | o WPost hérpetic neuralgia 6 whi ch numbs

part of the face and gives periodic sharp pains....

Initially I had toothache and the dentist was about to do an extraction (and a couple of implants)

when the anesthetist alerted him to a heart irregularity, leading to a visit to the cardiologist who

put me on a oOohalterdéd f or @rpesdwasidentified ®and, b weelBater,théhen t he H
full PHN.

For the next few weeks, therefore, | am resigned to this daily discomfort. | eat minimally and

stopped all alcoholic intake & with my belly already showing the benefits! The downside, however, is

list | essnesséé.

So please take advantage of this gap to redmdPraishhe vari ol
of Doubt da bl oggelbrbts preeavwi ous yckae avdilable onsah anual haisis

And the thematic treatments which can be accessed at t|

March
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/03/illness-break.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shingles
http://www.nhs.uk/conditions/postherpetic-neuralgia/Pages/Introduction.aspx
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_8b277c8738724585aa89282a0c105233.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_8b277c8738724585aa89282a0c105233.pdf
http://www.mappingthecommonground.com/#!balkan-and-carpathian-musings/c1188

Sofia's new galleries

An impressive new gallery has just
opened just 100 metres frommy flat o
the Red Point Gallery & with a display

of young Bulgarian graphic artists.

With the opening in recentyearsag o
of the Finesse and Nuance Galleries in
superb buildings in the heart of Sofia
and, last autumn of the Nirvana Gallery ,
in a lovely 1920's house, Sofia now
boasts an even more inviting choice for
artistic exploration. And all within easy
wal king distanceé.

Clearly an update is needed of my 2012
post in which | extolled the virtues of

the Sofia galleries , the more

interesting of which | itemized in the

little book Introducing the Bulgarian
Realists

Then | listed 16 galleries 0 but the latest version of the book  Bulgarian Realists 6 updated
edition has 29 which offer examples of the older tradition in Bulgarian painting.

This makes commentary and comparison all the more challenging & but, owing no favours, | can let

ripée.

Well-di spl ayed art in a lovely setting may warm oneds hea
for finding art ~ d it signals the curator well downt he marketing path with an eye to the higher end

of the price market.

I vastly prefer the cluttered spaces of Rumen Manov &8s

Stefanovds anti que s hwherethé promiBesoda hiddes tseasuare IGrl&) amongst

the piles of pai nt YatergHlipos can dlsh efferferitieng pilés .of unframed

paintings from the backroom of his impressive new gallery at 11 Vasil Levsky Bvd.

Up until November 2015 | thought Victoriagallery was Sofi ads onl y Ermakocdallegn house

(just off Vitosha at the Court of Justice end) started strongly in summer 2015 and held 4 auctions

in 2015 dthe premisesare pr obably the best Sofia has to offerée. Thei
accessed on the linkéé.

In a way |1 6m relieved (or my chequebook is) that | dve |
just starting. Their prices are a bit on the high side d and their sales therefore only about 15% of

what s oThisis thdire November 2015 catalogue

The Loran Gallery at 16 Oborishte St mounts exhibitions every couple of months & focusing on
Bulgarian painters from the last century. Their website has a good collection of paintings da nice
feature being the portraits of the 100 or so artists in the list.
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/03/sofias-new-galleries.html
http://www.fines-bg.net/
http://www.nuancegallery.bg/
http://nirvana-gallery.bg/
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2012/11/the-personalities-of-private-galleries.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2012/11/the-personalities-of-private-galleries.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2012/11/the-personalities-of-private-galleries.html
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_df25f9ebd39c4f139f9ef7e772ce39c9.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_df25f9ebd39c4f139f9ef7e772ce39c9.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_724fce1cb1c240ccb6d14414b157df5f.pdf
http://media.wix.com/ugd/e475c8_724fce1cb1c240ccb6d14414b157df5f.pdf
http://www.gallery-victoria.com/catalog.asp
http://enakor.com/
http://enakor.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/11/Enakor_Catalogue_Auction_41.pdf
http://www.galleryloran.com/

Despite the new galleri es, however, it is Vihra Pesheva of Astry Gallery who remains for me

Bul gariads most brilliant i siglehasedly seeking coutfandpromotingt e gal | e
living artists 0 young and old d with f requent special exhibitions and materials. Vihra shares her
ent husiasm so readily; and | never f ewhhtldaidsome i mposi ng

years ago about the Galle ry &

Astry Gallery (under Vihra's tutelage) is unique for me amongst the Sofia galleries in encouraging
contemporary Bulgarian painting. Two things are unique - first the frequency of the special exhibitions; but

mainly that Vihra follows her passion (hot  fashion). | am not an art professional - but Vihra has a real art of
creating an atmosphere in which people like me can explore the modern scene. | have been to a couple of
other exhibition openings here and they were, sadly, full of what I call "pseuds" - people who talked loudly

(mostly Embassy people) and had little interest in the paintings (except perhaps their investment value).
Vihra and her Astry Gallery attract real people who share her passion and curiosity. It is always a joy to
pop in there - and talk to her, visitors, artists and other collectors.

The café scene is by Olga Shishkova (1895-1978)

Monday, March 14, 2016

The Royals and Brexit

Fascinating story early this morning about an imminent (and potentially constitution -

shattering) intervention by the British Royals in Britain's current debate on whether to leave the
European Union

Using outside experts who advised that the intervention would need to be presented by a figure with

impeccable European credentials, a strong affinity with the continent and the character to speak out, the

fa mily has decided that the move should fronted by Prince Philip who has apparently "been hugely

i mpressed by the way the EU stepped in, not just once but s
with knowl edge of events. dWreufakidaohieved 9 in fadt bettoldTriendgphe as an

sees something of his younger self in the charismatic, motorbike  -riding, eye -for -the -ladies Varoufakis.

Mind you, 6 added the source, oOhe also thinks t hdmneBr eeks wol
had still been in power. 6

The leader of Vote Leave is Michael Gove & "that awful little leaker who put it about that the Queen

wanted out. They candt stand him. AnheddsasafoycBiongsmanihacotlt
Islington. All he h as done for the royal family is make it difficult to get around London in a decent -sized

Daimler. And the third of the trio o Farage & what another awful little man".

Only when | reached the reference to the Greek colonels, did | realise that it is, today , the first of
Aprillll
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http://www.astrygallery.com/
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2011/10/power-of-images.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.com/2011/10/power-of-images.html
http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/04/the-royals-and-brexit.html
http://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2016/apr/01/exclusive-royal-family-considering-dramatic-brexit-intervention

Friday, April 1, 2016

On resilience; and wines and painters from Pazardzhik

So much happening & the continuing human and

political ¢ risis of the ongoing wave of

i mmi gration to ®HBeRawm&ds shores
Papers and its political fallout in Britain ~ d not

least on the Brexit vote ; the last remnants of

the steel industry being sacrificed in Britain to

theneo-l i ber al Goddbiswalawvdn al | I

self - pity from the facial discomfort of the

past 2 months!!

I know our various worlds have always been

| governed by cycles of gloom and bravado but,

somehow, in the past half -century, social
Oexpectationsod seem t o have dsusghmeto hawemade dsinaapableaft oni ¢ s hi |
dealing with a world that is in declineé.

A few years back,therewas e xt ensi ve t al lbdthefsocial capacity toidealreffeetively
with crisesé.why some communities seem to have thisé. al
seems to have gone t h datpeshapsthat fve have imply hetamé Qverwhelsed

z

with the notion of 0Crisiso???

Bulgaria is a society which, at first sight, seems to have avoided the temptations of debt -driven

moderni sationé. even i n Sof i dandrooepersop busipetsessecknmbeo ut a | i v
thenorm. Awine-t asting i n y o uMngOrkmsde (aftte Russian Mbnement) offers a

real social occasion in such a modest society and | was glad to have made the trip last Thursda y.

Not just for the excellent taste of the Riverside range of wines being offered by the Manistira

winery (3 whites; a Rose; and 2 Mavruds) but for the easy conversation which flowed between us.

The left part o f my face is still semi -frozen and |
therefore have problems tasting & but | coped
manfully!

It was the first time | had attended a group wine -
tasting dand | appreciated the ceremonial aspects as
Asen and a young lady first introduced the winery

and the wines and Asen then poured us our respective
sampl esé

It was also nice to be approached by one guest and

be asked for my opinion on
the chance to speak to the 2 young ladies

representing the winery (who remembered me

apparently fro m the November wine -tasting!). It's in
a village near Pazardzhik and | suggested they might
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https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-ZIxdD9mqJo4/VwosqIderwI/AAAAAAAAF1Q/OrRQmxphzRMmIoZ1gbHY88GQ0d0jBFsTQ/s1600/m_Vassilev+Early.jpg
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http://nomadron.blogspot.bg/2016/04/on-resilience-and-wines-and-painters.html
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/apr/03/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-panama-papers
http://www.theguardian.com/news/2016/apr/03/what-you-need-to-know-about-the-panama-papers
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/apr/09/brexit-nightmare-remain-camp-denial-cameron-panama-papers
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2016/apr/03/tata-steel-industry-sajid-javid-laissez-faire-politics-disastrous
http://www.demos.co.uk/files/Resilient_Nation_-_web-1.pdf
http://www.vinoorenda.com/
http://www.izbamanastira.com/
http://www.izbamanastira.com/

put Pazardzhi k&6s most f amous p & 5toign¥assilevnHeovasea polffic t hei r e
painter (the local museum is reputed to have some 5000 of his p  aintings and sketches). | have 4 of
his - the first being very untypical. The second is more typical of his style......

Sunday, April 10, 2016

Drawing Back the Vell

Those wantin g a sense of how the events of the last

century have impacted on the soul of one Balkan country
have a unique opportunity in Sofia these next few weeks.
Three exhibitions in Sofia offer samples, first, of the
paintings of Bulgarians who had the opportunity  to study in
France in the half -century before the communist takeover
of 1944. By definition, those able to avail themselves of

such opportunities came from richer families and were
therefore often targeted in the immediate aftermath of

that takeover. They included figures such as Nikola Tanev,
Tseno Todorov and Constantin Shterkelov. The National
Gallery exhibition  runs until 30 May.

Sofia City Gallery has an exhibition which some  may think

overdue call ed OF®L%bsl D5 Rewiitsh ance
exhibits selected and presented to give a sense of how the

— world of Bulgarian (and central European) artists

dramatically changed as their countries slipped behind the Iron Curtain from 1944. The State

Security files (and prison drawings) of Alexander Bozhinov and Alexander Dobrinov (leading
caricaturists) and others are a powerful initial exhibi
one of Bulgariafs greatemducepai nters, Nikola Tanev, p
after his release from almost a year in jail. The roll -call of

imprisoned or disgraced painters covers Bulgaria's main
artistic names - and must have had a devastating effect on
the creative spirit......

The gallery has produced an excellent video & with the
paintings shown from the 4th _minute

| first realized the scale of the veil which has been drawn
over this subject a few years ago when | was compiling an
annotated list of 140 Bulgarian pai nter s for my fi
"Bulgarian Realists & getting to know the Bulgarians th _rough
their art ". The caricaturist Rayko Alexiev had died in his first
weeks in prison and the superb landscape artist Boris

Denev was basically was banned for life but, slowly, the
internet revealed (with help from google translate!) scraps of
informati on which are not offered in the various catalogues
and monographs which the Bulgarian galleries publish.
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The Bulgarians, it appears, do not | ike to discuss thi:
the belated attempts at  official investigations have been half -hearted & as one would expect when

its main political party (BSP) is effectively the ol d
The (bi-lingual ) text which accompanies the City Galleryds cul
the first detailed explanation of what exactly happened to artists in Bulgaria 0 both in the

i mmedi ate aftermath and as communi st power consolidate:

Fascinating to discover that, in the early weeks of the takeover (when the bodies of the murdered
political and government elite were still warm), 30 artists were meeting to set up the first Union of
Artists 0 and that Nikola Rainov emerged as its presi dent!

The Zhendov affair _ (of 1950) named some 30 deviant painters and led to the dismissal from their

academic jobs of painters of the calibr e of IvanNenovand Ki ri | Tsonev. Any hint of
naturalisméd was pounced upon as an act of sabotage. A |
portrayals of political leaders followed by glorification of labour and liberation. Landscapes were

accepted only if, likeTa nevds, they showed socialism in actioné.

As the exhibition recognizes, artists responded in very different ways 8 some with alacrity, others

by turning to other activities, a few with various for,

Not surprisingly in a part  of the world in which recent
history is strongly disputed, the City Gallery exhibition o}
which runs until 26 May & has attracted some controversy.

The final exhibition | want to ment.
grand old man and doyen of Bulgarian art - Svetlin Rusev
who is still very active at the age of 83 and whose latest

work is on display in the Seasons Gallery at Krakra St.
Rusev is a unique and towering figure - Chairman (1973-85)
of the Union of Bulgarian Artists but then fell out of

favour with the authorities for his rebellious activities. His
position allowed him to build up a fantastic collection of art
which he has donated to two public galleries, one in Pleven,
the other in Sofia at what used to be his studio very near

the Alexander Nevsky Church.

He straddles both the communist and the modern period

Friday, April 15, 2016
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Svetlin_Rusev_Donative_Exhibition

Another Danube Trip

Another trip north 2 weeks back  &first to

Port Cetate via Belogradchik and one of its
vineyards and the Vidin bridge across the
Danube. A huge shell of a synagogue at Vidi n
is |l eft unexplained in
A nice website about Bulgarian public

transport gives this experience of the Sofia -

Vidin trip

,‘&’."‘. 'a-""p ‘.‘4':' AR
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A writer in residence at Port Cetate turned
out to be a Schwabian from an old Danube L P A R
family who is now producing wines in Hungary O e o’
and writing a book on the different values
represented by the Danube and Rhineriversandthecultur es around t hemé. Qahdbweide Magr
- a sentimental journey from the source to the Black Sea gave us an amazing take on that river (in

1989) but Ronnie Lessem's Global Management Principles (also 1989) not only identifies four very

different clusters of values (north, south, east and west) but ascribes, to organisations and
individuals ali ke, di f f ece summaryiheré. e phases. Thereds a
A couple of decades ago, I used some f aly managenientme | had

writing (see chapter 6 of In Transit & notes on good governance) and have a continuing interest in
the history of management thoughn t(eirfmst!hla)t.d sL ensoste nad sc ovni
the various figures in the management canon bring people
and ideas alive in an exceptional manner.

Lessem, | am delighted to see, is still going strong and has
moved from management into the wider field of
economics 8t h er e 6 s raee videa loete pf one of his
presentations

He is one of these admirable people who challenge the
narrowness of the intellectual boundaries which so
constrain our thinkingété

After a couple of nights at Port Cetate, it was on to

Craiova and a first visit to its superbly restored Art

Gallery. Apart from great displays of the great work of

Amman and Grigorescu, the visit was made worthwhile by a

roomful of Brancusi sculptures and paintings by an artist so

far unknown to me and who therefore
my Introducing the Romanian Realists of the 19th  and early

20th Centuries 08 Eustatie Stoinescu about whom little is

known although | did find  this little nugget

This is a wonderfully coy painting of hisé.

Thursday, April 28, 2016
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Poetry, Potted history and Geopolitics - "In Europ e's ShadO\_N"

The search for books which (try to) capture the

soul of a country is an increasingly fascinating
endeavour for me. Such books cannot be contrived
novels or dry histories &the few exemplars |
come across are generally travelogues containing a
mixture of encounters (with contemporary or
historical figures) and feel for landscapes and
cultural contextséé

Until now none of the english -language books onRomania( one of the dozen or
in over the past 26 years) has been able to do the country justice & although there are a couple of
very impressive histories (Boia's Romania- Borderland of Europe ; and Djuvara's A Brief lllustrated

History of Romanians ); two very challenging takes on its post 1989 politics (by Tom Gallagher) -
Theft of a nation 8 Romania since Communismand Romania and the European Union: How the Weak
Vanquished the Strong ; and two travelogues - one from the indefatigable Irish writer, Dervia
Murphy - Transylvania and Beyond (1992) - as she ventured into a country whose borders were open
for the first time for 50 years; and a delightful 1998 book produced by a Frenchman (with photos
by an Italian) & and accessible on google - The Romanian Rhapsody; an overlooked corner of
Europe by D. Fernandez and F Ferranti (2000)

But Robert IDn Kwumpd mends s hadow: t woyedt journgy thivaighs an d

Romania and beyond (2016) now slips into top place of a u nigque annotated list | prepared 2 years ago
of books which anyone seriously interested in
listin Mapping Romania- notes on an unfinished journey

He reveals in the Prologue that his first foray into the country was in the 1970s as a bemused
backpacker in central europe; but that in 1981, as a 29 -year old with few career opportunities, he
spotted a hole in the western me dia coverage of south -eastern europe and took a flight to

Bucharest in what seemed then a forlorn hope of

A good review captures the poetry of the book  very well 9

Kaplands writing is |ike the places he visits. |tds
the world as he sees it, a very personal account though steeped in broad historic al knowledge and

familiarity with a wide range of sources. Kapl ands
come to know through his eyes, either only through

Romani a) éé.

Il tds notona odfuenshteit her heds got it right or wrong (Does the

Is his history of a town or a local population or a people accurate?).

SO coun

r

a t hi
Romani a
whi ppi |

a terra

sentence
his eyes

There is no right or wrong in this kind ofldawdwhati ng. What
matters is whether it compels our attention, becomes memorable and integrated into our own understanding.
After all, we all know so little of it first -hand. Maybe one day wedll go here or

nei ghbour hood, ifialoolls amddedl$s familiarn o w
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Kaplan is not a toWHei dto,e smeédd s | @ otkr, a vheel Iseere.s . Heds not a vi si
battlefields but one who lives his travels, immersing himself in every new surroundings, picking up i what
makes us enviousii new friends and colleagues that continue with him through decades.

This is the fourth Kapl an ibtisYoutubdpresentatiora chis latdssbodke expl ai |
is a new depart ure with previous books (covering Asia, the middle East, Africa, the Mediterranean)

giving horizontal slices to regions but this one being
returned frequently in his |life and by which he is cl e
There can6t be many Americans who know as many Romani an
an outsider can get, inside as well as outside Romanian society and politics. And there may be no

American who is so much simultaneously a travel writer and a g eopolitical analyst, and happy to be so.

When he discovered Romania in 1981 during the Ceausesc!
finally beginning to do what | always was meant to. dé K.
writer or a serious s cholar. He had a vocation.

"Iln Europeds shadow" amounts to a kind of historical a
particular country and people. The point is to understand Romania itself and to use it as a way to

appr ehend Eur oppse Rananao hispily mvolves the West and East, the geography

between Western Europe and Greater Russia, more precisely the web of historical patterns and

contemporary geopolitics between Central Europe® and Ea:

be relevant todayéeééeéé.

Those familiar with Kaplanf6s work know that heds as mu
geopolitical Realist whose studies of international relations and political leadership are also in the
grand style, stretching int  ellectually over centuries and continuities of ideas.

As for the focus on Romani a, it owas my master key for
Europe in terms of size, demography, and geopolitical |
book for the lay reader but it shows how, at one and the same time, Romania is distinctive and a key

to a broader and deeper understanding of contemporary Europe.

Most of all, Kapl ands work exemplifies rare eéntellectu:
political order fi and disorder fi of our world.

The bibliographical references are impressive 8 although what seems to be an exhaustive list

curiously fails to mention the only 2 serious studies of contemporary Romanian politics (by Tom

Gallagher) - choosing instead to focus on older texts of Eliade and Cioran.....

My charitable interpretation of this omission is that Kaplan is not all that interested in

contemporary Romania - despite a conversation with the previous PM and President. Readers might
have expected more than his superficial impressions of new constructions; the brightness (or

otherwise) of paint or the lawn upkeep of Bucharest's parks...and to find some allusions at least to

the scale of political corruption and the apparent success in the last 2-3 years of the new judicial
system in throwing politicians in jail.....

But geo-politics, it seems, sees such issues as fairly minor..........

Saturday, April 30, 2016
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7Wd1l1yNb8k

Mapping Romania- a bumper new version!! F

Many of my readers, understandably, went elsewhere as my posts
flagged at the beginning of the year but | am delighted to

welcome my Russian readers back - and to pay tribute to their
good sense in seeking out older posts which, for me, are as good
as (or even better than) more recent writingé. T The counf
readers is about the only thing my blog statistics tell me so is -
somet hing in which | take particul

Anyway,now t hat hRomankaand knticipating a visit later

in June from three old friends, | offer a 250 page book & with
hundreds of phot ogr ap h sMappndgRoméniah
0 notes on an unfinished journey , a new, expanded edition of a

small E-book | first published 2 years ago.

| readily admit thatitisan  odd collection - consisting of three
elements o

- First an exhaustive annotated list of writing  (mainly in English) about the diverse cultural aspects

of Romaniadwh et her musi c, photography, l'iteratur e, buil ding
hyperlinkséééyou just dip in and view, read or | isten
interspersed with excerpts from papers and books to give more depthé.

- I have, secondly, selected (mainly for the Annexes) some substantial  articles which seem to me to
capture an i mport antofthescpuatiyt 0 onefis athdrrewing descuptiah which
appeared in the New York Review of Books in the 1980s (but written by a Romanian) of the

suffering being experienced then by the Romanian people; another is a fairly coruscating view of

the country in 2000 by the famous historian Tony Judt; and the final article is one on the new wave

of Romanian cinema which | dve included simply because t
so well the concerns of contemporary Romani aé.

- The third element in the collectionarethe70 -odd pieces | dve posted about RonN
The mostperso n a | of the sectionsé.

The nice thing about the version | have posted is that it can be read as a book - with facing pages

which you can flick......very nice feature....courtesy of ISSUU website......

Tuesday, May 10, 2016
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ogdan - old fr_iend RIP

| want to pay tribute today to a Romanian

artist friend who died earlier this week at the

age of 59 0 Bogdan Dumitrescu.

He was essentially a sculptor 0 with the knots

ofwoodas his inspiration. He wa s
closest schoolmate and a penniless alcoholic -

whose frequent telephone calls would

someti mes | ead to angry exchar
comments could often be cutting.

He was

| § - w . self-
taught - his attempts to get into art scho ol in lasi failed,

there were about half a dozen places available for more than

a hundred aspirants at the time.....What hurt more was the

refusal of the Romanian Union of Artists to admit him to its
ranks....

Inthe80s he wor ked for a tsfamaus at
Village Museum.... but his artistic temperament was impatient
with the discipline involved©é.

His flat in Ploiesti was the most unkempt | have ever
experienced 0 the photo is actually of his sitting room (the
cleaner part!) but his genius (of whic h he was all too painfully
aware) showed in his selection of woodcuts and strange
fittings.

He was also a heavy .
smoker and had been in and out of hospital so often for

treatment for the abuse from which his body was

sufferingéé. He kneath &vethiswaysif near to
not macabre humour still showed

The second photo is one of two tryptyches which are

lovingly displayed in our mountain house . The last two

photos are of the 2 small pieces we bought on our last visit
djust a week before he diedé.
In the 90s we visited the Sapanta "Happy Graveyard" in
Maramures for which a local wood carver created colourful

and amusing memorials to those buried.....We need an
appropriate ditty for ~ Bogdan....but these wood sculptures

of his will, in our various flats and mountain house, remind

us of his great spirit....

Friday, May 27, 2016
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Dawdling in Dobrogea

We left BucharestonFriday -f i r st f or Romani ad

of Constanta where Daniela had a friend's christening....the

little Dali hote | on a charming promontory in the heart of the old

city the Greeks called Tomis gave us immediate access to the

city's excellent art gallery which absorbed us for the Saturday

morning....

This is an album of the paintings which | have posted on flickr -
about 150 paintings and a score of sculptures

You get a sense of the city's charm with  this panoramic
video from the tower of one of the mosques & although the antics
of their mayor _has allowed the jewel of their Nouveau Art  Casino
' ' rﬂ to reach a
) state of
decay which
seems

ﬂ_ .

a little comment about this & and about the

"t ownds i nreligisugtsditions g o which

L complements nicely this fascinating paper on
Jewish architecture in the city

. The meal which followed the christening was a

| rare opportunity for me to  study Romanians en
famille and | thoroughly enjoyed it......so much
so that we were unable to attend the concert in the Art Gallery which was celebrating Night of the

Mus eumseé.

We left Constanta early on Sunday reckoning that the 600 kil ometre drive to Sofia was a bit much
for one day and that a border crossing at Silistra on the southern bank of the Danube would avoid

the 20 minute minimum wait on the old bridge
at Russe which major repairs are causing.
New security checks are also caus ing delays
but only 3 cars were in front of us at the
Silistra check

But before then we had been charmed by the
rolling hills and smart villages of

Dobrogea (the grapes from the famous
Murfatlar and other wines clearly bring in
some cash); and the huge white memorial of
Roman General Traian to fallen Roman
soldiers a 1977 rebuild of which towers over

irreparable. "A Patri ot s Romani

a
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the countryside. We passed the vineyards of the Ostrov
wine but were unable to find any wine for tasting or
purchaseé.

There's a nice blogpost here about the Ostrov ferry  from
A Patriot's Romania

Silistra was sleepy & with a small mosque in its main street

| just managed to get to its art gallery o which had earned
a black mark from me when | last visited it some 4 winters
earlier é.

This time it made more impact & thanks mainly to the
conversation with one of its
remember seeing before the works of Radoykov (above)

and Lazorov é This flickr album contains the photographs |
took during the visit of the paintings €.

And I'm now in Sofia - for the next week or so for the
next stage of the dental upgrade and check -up with the dermatologist (for the shingles).

May 26

Wood, Wine and....Canetti

Sofia detained us for a week and we decided to
have a leisurely return (to Bucharest) taking

the middle of the three routes which sprout

east from Sofia & the quietest and probably
most scenic which skirts the edge of the Stara
Planina (otherwise known as Blue Mountains ).

| had forgotten that this is the road which
offers access to the beautiful 19th century
village of Koprovitsa (which played such an
important role in the 1870s uprising against the
Turks) and had no hesitation in veering right to g
see it agaidnév.i.smyt titni t he past few yearsé. (time fi
autumn 2013) .The wood carvings on the doors and ceilings remind me of what an art for ~ m wood can
be......RIP Bogdan......and | realise, rather belatedly, that the superbly carved pulpit is an unusual

feature of these older Bulgarian churches 9 features which are not normally seen in Orthodox

churches. The friendly priest who waved us (inct he cat) into the church stressed the ~ ecumenical
nature of the congregation in those daysé. é.

Dare | wonder that the sermons possibly played a role in the 19th century liberation??????

36
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Karlovo and Kazanluk were on the schedule &the
first to check whether  any traces were left of
the peaceful courtyards of the 1930s which

Nicola Tanev painted so evocatively; Kazanluk,
the heart of the rose valley, for possibly another : bl Ml . 1 . .
visit to the municipal gallery which keeps the
heart of the Bulgarian painting beating. Mo re
than 100 well -known artists grew up in this small
townéé
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We spotted only a couple of remnants of former
architectural splendours in Karlovo - and a sign

for the Chateau Copsawinery soon had me
di stracted from thoughts of ar
Standing al one in the vineyards stretching to

the horizon with the Blue Mountains towering

above, the Chateau is a tastefully -created and

designed modern building which offers not only

wine-tasting and meals but accommodation and

saunaé. Two superb whoseses and t
were soon trickling down our throats 0

tempered with chunks of cheeses, walnuts and

dried plumsé. .all for 6 euros
the most delightful l unches we
ti meéeéé

And there was still a couple of hundred kilometres to go before we reached our evening destination

0 Russe d over the mountains to Veliko Tarnovo and then 24

the final 100 kmsé. most of it‘\)y famili
4]

We pulled in just after 18.00 to the fascinating Luliaka

Hotel pl um on t he Danube but just

boundaries.

ltds rare for a hotel to attract I so |

the layout, atmosphere and quiet beauty of the site that |

qgui ckly booked a second night ég
rose (from their own winery) were an added attraction
which will draw me whenever | feel | need a restover on
my way back from Sofi aé.

And Russe has so many attractions 0 particularly, for us,
theearly20th cent ury buil dingsé. |
the Canetti family house & which the Nobel prizewinner
describes in the first part of his memoirs and came across
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itcompletely by accident é. . pausing t
| parts of the facade and only realising when |
was inside that what seemed to be an arts

complex was in fact the Canett
hosting these days something called a
OProcess-Space ArtFestival 6 (t his is the

statue the municipality recent |y erected to

him at the entrance to his street)

Canetti actually lived in Russe for only a few

years before his family migrated to Austria

and he subsequently spent most of his life in

London and Zurich.

Hi <Lrowds and Power6 was one of many b
written by central Europeans which made an

i mpact on me at University and | ParteictheBtit ywhiehnj oyed hi s
complements his more famous trilogy of memoirs. Clive James does a demolition job on the man

here.

A more sympathetic treatment of someone who typified that genre of central Europe an polymath
we have sadly lostis The Worlds of Elias Canetti 0 centenary essays (2005)
Our second eveningwewere t reated to one of the most spectacul ar t

8 June

Britain Set to Leave Europe - what's it all about?

The UK referendum about membership of the

European Union takes place in 12 days o and the latest
poll has those intending to vote to leave the European
Union a full ten points ahead.

If this is translated on 23 June into actual votes, the
knock-on political effects in Europe will be profound o}
let al one the economic eff ec;

| therefore want to devote the next few posts to the
question of how we got to this point & drawing on
personal experience first in the 1960s of trying to |[§55 2
understand what we then called 0The Common
Mar ket 6, the dary A970s on some recollections of the terms of the debate which took place
as successive British governments first negotiated entry (Conservative) and then (under Labour in
1975) managed the referendum which resulted in a resounding support for Brit ish membership.

| remember listening ontheradioto Hu gh Ga i spedctetd thed 862 Labour Party
Conference inwhichhestrongly rejected the idea of joining the OEu
claiming that Britain's participation  would mean
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"the end of Britain as an independent European state, the end of a thousand years of history!" He
added: "You may say, all right! Leti t end! But, my goodness, it's a decision that needs a little care
and thought."

Vernon Bogdanor did us a great service earlier in the year by taking us back to that period more

than 50 years ago when key British figures were articulating their responses to the early stages of

European integration &in the early 1970s it was the Conservative Party (including Margaret

Thatcher) which was most enthusiastic aboutentry 6t he Labour party the most ant.
reverse of the present situation.....

In the past few weeks | 6ve be bavestlecied onenarticleg asoffeeingdi scussi
the best insights o

If Brexit happens, with all the chaotic and uncoordinated consequences it will have for both Europe and

Britain, i t wo nléave chnepaidn bas theibeter atglmments: it abs ol utOebegaush asndt
the weight of evidence is on its side: it emphatically isn
means: itds a complete | eap in the da&rsk.nodr tbhbeicawedd hietr .i s

If Brexit wins, it will be because a majority of British voters have simply lost confidence in the way they

are governed and the people they are governed by.

That loss of confidence is part bloody -mindedness, part frivolity, part pa nic, part bad temper, part
prejudice. But it is occurring  difitis din a nation that has always prided itself, perhaps too complacently,
on having very different qualities: good sense, practicality, balanced judgment, and a sure instinct for not
lurchin g to the right or left. Why is it so hard to persuade the British electorate that a corner of the

globe in which such quantities of blood have been spilled for centuries, and where life is mostly incredibly
secure, is better off together not apart?

Wecanal | write about a Brexit vote being part of a wider tr
globalisation, the crisis of capitalism, widening inequality, fear of the other, rejection of political elites,

and the empowerment of the web. Up to a point, theset  hings are all present in the Brexit campaign.And

there is no question either that the EU is far from perfect, not working in fundamental ways, failed in

some particulars, too easily beguiled by the head -in-the-sand centralising notion of o0omor
scandalously passive about the needs of its people.

The EU certainly has to change. And yet if Britain walks away, it will be an act of immense political

impulsiveness by one of the last countries in Europe that many would expect to behave that way. Franc e,

Spain, Italy, Greece, Hungary maybe, according to the old stereotypes. But Britain? How come?

We need to be far more honest and questioning about the specifically British things that underlie such an
irrational and irresponsible impulse.  British opinio n is where it is on Europe because it is paying the price
of past and present bad political habits.

o There has been no British prime minister, not even Ton:
rat her t h aMargaret Thataher set the templ ate in her campaign for the budget rebate . Ever

since British ministers have gone to Brussels to stop things, get opt -outs, cut budgets and scupper

common projects. We have never had the confidence to be a team player rather than act the diva. David

Camer onds EU r asfmerelynheatest & xample. Even Blair, who was certainly more
comfortable in Europe, preferred to talk about Britain leading rather than playing its part. And we are
reaping what they all sowed.

o We are paying the price of our media. British journalism thinks of itself as uniquely excellent. It is
more illuminating to think of it as uniquely awful. = Few European countries have newspapers that are as
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partisan, misleading and confrontationa | as some of the overmighty titles in this country. The possibility

of Brexit could only have happened because of the British press dif there were no other good reason for
voting to remain, the hope of denying the press their long  -craved triumph on Europe would suffice for me.
But Brexit may also happen because of the infantilised and destructively coarse level of debate on social
media too.

1} ltds payback time too for our failure to modernise and
ensnared by a complacent view of the past. We are not a democratic republic, with shared values, rights

and institutions, a common culture and an a ppropriate modesty about our place in our region and the  world.

Ours remains a post -feudal state on to which various democratic constraints have been bolted through

history. We therefore lack a shared culture, a settled civic sense, a proper second chamber , Symmetrical

devolution, effective local democracy and, until the human rights act, a clear and enforceable code of

ci ti zen Ddhich of golirseshe anti -Europeans wish to abolish.

Maybe remain will win in the end. | still just about trust the peo ple to get it right on the night. But unless,

and until, this country stops being so passive about these
make as much difference as it should, and we will continue to sneer and snigger our way towards beco ming

a broken Britain in a broken Europe.

Ps The Dublin Review of Books had a useful overview of the debate _ which had been conducted in
the pages of The Guardian......

Her e8s Bo f- htipd/offibladkbbgspot.ro/2016/06/the -core -vote -will -win-it -for -
brexit.html - part of a _series of posts he's been writing giving a marxist slant on the issue of UK
membership of the European Union

The cartoon which heads the post is a wonderful one from 1900 whose text is also worth reading -
showing the assumptions then being made in UK about the motives and attitudes of the various
political players

11 June
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Referenda or Neverenda??

Richard Dawkins is a name to conjure with o

Professor of Evolutionary Biology, author of

numerous books and a great sce
has just entered the debate on British

membership of Europe by challenging the very

idea of a referendum 9

My own answer to the question is,
I dondt have a degree in economi C:¢
dare you entrust such an important decision to
ignoramuses | ike me?6
|, and most other peopl e, donot h &

experience to do our due diligence on the highly

complex economic and social issues facing our country

in, or out of, Europe. Thatodés why
Member of Parliament, who is paid a good salary to

debate such matters on our behalf, and vote on

| am indeed a true democrat, but we live in a
representative democracy not a plebiscite democracy.
To call a referendum on any subject should be a
decision not taken ligh tly...... But to call a referendum
on a matter as important and fraught with complicated and intricate detail as EU membership was an act of
monstrous irresponsibility: the desperate throw of a short -term chancer, running scared before the Ukip
tendency wi thin his own party. He may reap the whirlwind.

a)
h
\
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v
!
[
)
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The 1975 Referendum broke new constitutionalground &i t had never been used beforeé. a
peopl eds minds, associated with dodgy regimesé.. Vernon Bogd
Referendum | referred yesterday) is Emeritus Professor of Government and author, amongst much else,

of The New British Constitution . The grounds he gives for the support o f such constitutional referenda do,

therefore, deserve our attention.

His analysis of the 1975 referendum gave two arguments & namely

- all parties supported membership in the 1970s - but public opinion was divided. A significant section of

societyhadth er ef ore no voiceé

- the issue was so fundamental that the legitimacy of government was being threatened

Butt hat s not actually why or how the first ever British ref
In the 1970 Election, the Labour Party was defeated. Heath was return ed to office. At the end of 1970,

Tony Benn raised the possibility of the Labour Party committing itself to a referendum on joining Europe at

Labour ds Nat i on aeécolldnet(ind & seworder fobthetmotion.

From 1971 onwards, the very complica ted European Communities Bill made its way through Parliament, and in

March 1972, a Conservative backbencher who was opposed to Europe, called Neil Martin, proposed an

amendment calling for a referendum, and this meant the Shadow Cabinet had to decide what to do about it,

and they decided to oppose this motion.
But the very day after this happened, President Pompidou in France said he was going to have a referendum

in France on whether the French people appr onehssfoof Briti sh
internal party political reasons, to weaken hi sButopponents ¢
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there were going to be four new members of the European Community: Britain, Denmark, Ireland and

Norway. In the end, Norway did not join.  The other three countries were all having referendums. France

was having a referendum on whether Britain should enter, but Britain was not. One cynic wrote to the

newspapers that when Heath has spoken of full -hearted consent of Parliament and people, he m eant full -
hearted consent of the French Parliament and peopl eé
After this, Labour s National Executive voted narrowly i
days later, pure coincidence, the Heath Government announced there was going to be aref ~ erendum, though

they called it a plebiscite, in Northern Ireland, on the border, on whether people wished to remain in the

United Kingdom or join the Irish Republic. At this point, the Labour Shadow Cabinet agreed to the

referendum.

So, it came about thr ough a series of really unforeseen contingencies and vicissitudes, completely
unplanned, this very fundamental change in the British system.

But there were, in my opinion, good arguments for it, and the first, | have already given, that the party
system could not resolve the issue properly because all three parties were in favour of membership, so
there was no way in which the democratic party machinery could work.

But the second argument, | think, is even more important, that even if the party system had been working

efficiently, there are some issues that are so fundamental that a decision by Parliament alone will not be

accepted as legitimate.This point of view was put forward by the Labour Leader of the House of Commons,

Edward Short, in March 1975.He s ai d: 0The issue continues to divide the

n

cCo

not been accepted. That is the essence of the case for havi

The referendum is one of several major constituthichonal chang

are superbly critiqued in this LRB review . But, Dawkins asks, is that a reason to abstain from voting?

Certainly not. We are where we ar e, waherdelseHshaledesAntlo use wi

shall vote to stay in Europe, exercising the Precautionary Principle which is appropriate to anyone lacking
the confidence to push for a radical change in the status quo. Better the devil you know, or at least the

devil that seems to be working adequately.

Moreover, as | listen to advocates from both sides | notice that, for all my lack of expertise, | am

qualified to judge that most of the arguments for leaving are emotional. The evidence -based arguments
tend to be the ones for remaining in Europe, whether they come from professional economists, historians,
business leaders or powerful foreign politicians.

Comment;

1. Bogdanor s presentation correctly reminds us that
the issue of Eu rope for ever - but that it was only a few years later that the Labour Party officially

commi tted itself in the 1982 Manifesto to withdrawal
Conservative Party started to tear itself apart on the issue. Somehow the iss ue never went

awayé. hence the term which came into use during the
Onever edmdvareindi ng di scussi oné.

2. Yesterdayb6s post emphasises the |l oss of trust there

elite. Butit mor e thanthat ditis a new lack of respect for arguments from people such as Dawkins

and those whose opinion people |Iike him respecté. There

professionals and the public
The two figures are by Emilia Radusheva, a contempora ry Bulgarian who has gone quiet in recent

years
12 June
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