
Dr. Foose recently wrote an open letter to the Howard County Delegation and I would like to address 

the special education issues she highlighted.  Singled out was the cost of the small subset of our most 

vulnerable and most disabled population.  I suspect that people would be more concerned about the 

costs of increasing the Central Office Accountability department from 11 to 27 employees or the 

almost $1M budget for private attorneys, or the hundreds of thousands of dollars spent on Board room 

renovations, social media consultants for the Board of Ed, and Gallup surveys. 

The first mistake from the letter that I would like to correct is that HCPSS provides a free appropriate 

public education to all students.  That is a legal term used for special education and it means that 

special education students are, by law, entitled only to an appropriate education.  The courts describe 

it as the basic floor of opportunity and the literature describes it as children with disabilities being 

entitled to a Chevy and not a Cadillac.  Imagine if our general education population was told that their 

children would not get that Cadillac Howard County education, but that is the reality for students with 

disabilities.  Of course, this is not the fault of overworked educators who are provided minimal special 

education training, ever increasing class sizes, and not nearly enough planning time.   

Also, you imply that HCPSS spends $10M on nonpublic placements for students with significant 
disabilities, but 40% of that is funded by the State.  In fact, the total special ed budget also receives 
part of its funding from state and federal dollars, which is provided specifically to be used to help 
support the education of special education students. 
 
The national and state average of special education students is 13% of total enrollment in public 

schools.    Montgomery County has 11.7% in special education, Baltimore County 11.4%, Anne Arundel 

13.6%, Baltimore City 16.9%, but Howard County has only 9% of its total enrollment in special 

education. 

The numbers are important, but the real issue is the manner in which parents and their children feel 

they are being treated by the school system.  We heard that a Board member suggested that the 

special ed parents speaking at the recent Town Hall meeting were simply disgruntled about losing their 

court cases.  We know of no parent that spoke who has been to court – except me, and that was 

related to withholding public records.  We did have one parent who left Howard County out of 

frustration over an appropriate placement for her son and immediately got the services her son 

required in Baltimore County.  Another is being sued by you and my guess is your lawyer fees will be 

more than the cost of the requested evaluation for her son.   

Vision 2018 states “HCPSS collaborates with family and community partners to engender a culture of 
trust, transparency, and mutual respect.” 

At the end of the day, Vision 2018, open letters and changes to the website are just words.  Parents of 
Howard County students need you to act now to address our concerns.  

Barb Krupiarz 


