
From:  Alicia Buxton 
Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2015  8:19AM 
To:  David H. Brown;  Debra L. O’Byrne 
Subject:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Good Morning, 
I’m hearing rumblings from parents about a new $3 million hvac system that is being installed 
because of mold at GMS.  I was told that 2 lawsuits have been filed by teachers.  We discussed 
this at least 3 different times at PTA meetings and we were always told air quality tests were 
within normal levels.  I’m sure your are aware that a teacher sent an email out to parents last 
year because she and her students were getting sick from something in the classroom.  My 
understanding is that this same teacher filed on eof the lawsuits.  
 
Parents have always been notified in the past when construction is going on in the 
building.  Since no information has been given to parents by the GMS administration or HCPSS, 
parents are saying that the information is being kept from us for a reason.  I suggest that you 
send information out to parents about the construction in the school asap.   
 
Thanks, 
Alicia Buxton 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
From:  David H. Brown 
Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2015 8:23AM 
To:  Frank Eastham 
Subject:  FW:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Frank, 
Earlier in the Spring, I requested permission to share the HVAC renovation with my 
community.  You indicated that would provide a message for me to send.  As you may recall, 
back in October, you instructed me to clear all communication to staff or community through 
you.  I have not received information from you.  Do you have a suggested message? 
David Brown 
 
David Brown, Principal 
Glenwood Middle School 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent:  Monday, June 15, 2015 8:36AM 
To: Bruce Gist  
Subject:  Fwd:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Bruce, 
Are you able to provide something we can put out regarding the upcoming HVAC project. 



 
Thanks, 
 
Frank V. Eastham 
Executive Director of School Improvement and Administration 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
From:  Linda T. Wise 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 16, 2015 4:34AM 
To:  Frank Eastham; Bruce Gist 
Subject:  FW:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Bruce and Frank, 
I thought we were all set for this project and the community does need to be made 
aware.  Please work with Rebecca on a communication that goes out before Friday, the last day 
of school.  If plans have changed re/ the project, we need to talk 
 
Linda T. Wise 
Deputy Superintendent 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
On June 16, 2015, at 8:02AM, Frank Eastham wrote: 
 
Do you want to start something to work from?  or should I? 
 
Frank 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
From:  Bruce Gist 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 8:18AM 
To: Frank Eastham 
Subject:  Re:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Can you please start and I can fill in the blanks.  I am at council meeting now and have a very 
full day. 
 
Bruce Gist  
Executive Director 
Facilities, Planning and Management 
__________________________________________________________ 
 
From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 16, 2015 2:38 PM 
To: Bruce Gist; Rebecca Amani-Dove 
Subject:  RE: Mold at GMS?? 
Attachments:  Dear Parents.docx 
 



First draft at the parent communication.  Please provide feedback. 
 
(attachment is missing from MPIA) 
Frank V. Eastham 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
From:  Rebecca Amani-Dove 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 16, 2015  3:58 PM 
To: Frank Eastham;  Bruce Gist 
Subject:  Re:  Mold at GMS 
 
I just made a few minor tweaks. 
 
Dear Parents,  
I am pleased to inform you that a major renovation is being completed at Glenwood with the 
Heating, Ventilation and Air System.  The work has already begun and is expected to be 
completed mid-summer in time for the opening of the 2015-2016 school year.  The new system 
will replace many of the original units and will be able to control with more accuracy the level of 
humidity in the building.   
_____________________________________________________________ 
From:  Bruce Gist 
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2015 4:33 PM 
To:  Frank Eastham 
CC:  Rebecca Amani-Dove 
Subject:  Re:  Mold at GMS?? 
 
Good Job.  You’ll covered the issue completely 
Send it.  
Bruce. 
From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 16, 2015 7:07 PM 
To:  David H. Brown 
CC:  Bruce Gist; Linda T Wise; Rebecca Amani-Dove 
Subject:  RE: Mold at GMS?? 
 
Dave, 
Below is a message you can send out from you. 
 
Frank 
 
Dear Parents,  
I am pleased to inform you that a major renovation is being completed at Glenwood with the 
Heating, Ventilation and Air System.  The work has already begun and is expected to be 
completed mid-summer in time for the opening of the 2015-2016 school year.  The new system 
will replace many of the original units and will be able to control with more accuracy the level of 
humidity in the building.   
________________________________________________________________ 
From:  David H. Brown 
Sent:  Saturday, June 20, 2015 2:37 PM 
To: Frank Eastham 



Subject:  Fwd:  Mold at GMS 
 
FYI-mold concerns at GMS - ms Koele is the Pta president 
Begin forwarded message: 
 
From:  Peggy Koele 
Date: June 20, 2015 at 1:01 PM 
To: David Brown, Karen Banas, Debra O’Byrne 
CC: Vicky Cutroneo, Alicia Buxton, Troy Marty 
Subject:  Mold at GMS 
 
Hi Mr Brown, 
The school community is extremely concerned about the issue of possible mold being found at 
GMS??  
and the concern is growing.  The school community needs to have more information about this 
and what the issues are 
at hand and what is being done to handle it.  Also who can they contact at the board with their 
concerns. An email needs to be sent out to the GMS community.  At all of our PTSA meetings 
this year when we discussed air quality and  the humidity in certain areas of the school it was 
always communicated to us that this was being taken care of and everything was in normal 
ranges 
Peggy Koele 
 
From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent:  Saturday, June 20, 2015 4:51 PM 
To: David H. Brown 
Subject:  RE: Mold at GMS 
 
Did you send the email about the HVAC work? 
 
Frank V. Eastham 
Executive Director of School Improvement and Administration 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
From David H. Brown 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 23, 2015 8:14 AM 
To:  Frank Eastham 
Subject:  mold situation 
 
Frank, 
I am very concerned that the mold issues at GMS may come out in the public.  The lack of an 
approved response to the recent inquiry from my PTSA president trouble me.  In November of 
2014, you instructed me that I was not to share statements with staff or community regarding 
mold or Indoor Air Quality, unless they were approved by you.  As a result, the community is 
becoming concerned that we as a school system are not being responsive.  On her email, Ms. 
Koele copied the incoming PTSA president and several community members that are active in 
the Western Howard Community through Social Media.  May we discuss this issue? 
 
David Brown, Principal 



Glenwood Middle School 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent: Tuesday, June 23, 2015 8:23AM 
To: David H. Brown 
CC: Bruce Gist; Linda T. Wise; Terry Street (office of risk management) 
 
Dave, 
The facility questions at Glenwood go beyond this office.  Please include Bruce and Terry Street 
(Risk Management) in your emails.  I would need information from these two offices to provide 
you with a communication. 
 
Bruce and I have been in contact regarding your concerns.  I will let you know when a decision 
has been made regarding what should be included in the communication. 
 
Frank 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Email correspondence between Lindsay Jensen and members of Central Office (used with her permission.. Ms. 

Jensen is now teaching at PVMS and has had no health issues since the transfer) 

Sent to teachers and staff but not to parents: 

From: David H. Brown 
Posted on: Friday, August 09, 2013 2:44 PM 
Conversation: summer bulletin #4 
Summer Mold Issue 

Due to limited availability of air conditioning and the high heat and humidity over the past few weeks, some 

classroom areas at Glenwood were affected by minor visible mold growth.  Items primarily impacted were 

random bulletin boards, edges of student desks, and fabric desk chairs.  A restoration contractor has thoroughly 

cleaned and disinfected the affected areas.  The process of cleaning and removing the mold required the removal 

of some bulletin board displays.  As of this time, we believe that these actions have addressed the situation. The 

areas will be monitored the remaining weeks of summer recess. 

From: David H. Brown 

Sent: Thursday, August 22, 2013 2:03 PM 

To: GMSStaff 
Subject: mold concerns 

Ms. O'Byrne shared that a couple of teachers came to her with concerns about mold.  If you have a concern, 

please see me and I will direct your concern to the appropriate school office for disposition.  

From: Lindsay A. Jensen  
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 10:43 AM 
To: Ken P. Roey 
Subject: Glenwood Mold Issue 



Hello Mr. Roey- 
Thank you for coming out yesterday afternoon to discuss the indoor air quality at Glenwood Middle School.  It 

opened my eyes up to a couple of concerns I have.   
First, I realized after the meeting that the heart palpitations I had been having this fall were most likely due to the 

mold in the building.  This summer I plan on getting pregnant, and I want to ensure for the health of my child and 

myself that there will be no issues with mold in the building next fall.  Can you be 100% certain that the mold issues 

will be resolved by then?  If not, will we at least be notified of the mold levels at the beginning of next school year, 

rather than after the fact, so that I can determine if the building is a safe place for me to be?   
Second, as a teacher it is my job to advocate for the students.  At the meeting when asked whether parents will be 

notified, it was explained that the school building is now a "normal" school in which there are no mold issues due to 

the low humidity.  Based on this answer, it seems as though you are going to hide from parents the fact that there 

is/was mold in the building.  Is this correct?  There are students in this school who have mold allergies and were in 

search of what was causing their allergic reactions.  Microscopic mold is not something to brush off and can have 

long-term side effects when it enters lungs, especially of people who have compromised immune systems.  How do 

you think the reaction from the community would be if they found out that you were hiding this information from 

them?  It is not right and you need to make it right by letting parents know about the mold.  When and how will you 

be notifying parents?  Based upon your answers, I will determine how to proceed with the issue at hand.  Thank you. 
Mrs. Lindsay Jensen 
From: Ken P. Roey 
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 1:52 PM 
To: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Cc: Ken P. Roey; David H. Brown 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue 
 
Lindsay- As Michelle shared at the meeting, mold spores are omnipresent in the environment and will continue to 

exist at the school to some extent. What I can assure you of is that the building will consistently operate at a positive 

pressure and that we will ensure the system is properly balanced and functioning. I certainly hear the concerns that 

have been expressed and understand that school facilities must regain the trust of a significant portion of the staff. If 

some additional testing is required, we will do so. I’ve had an initial conversation w/Dave and our plan is to share 

the information with parents at an upcoming PTSA meeting. 
Thanks. Ken 
Ken Roey 
Chief Facilities Officer 
 
From: Lindsay A. Jensen  
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 2:35 PM 
To: Ken P. Roey 
Cc: David H. Brown 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue 
Hello Mr. Roey- 
Thank you for the information.  So, at this point is it uncertain as to whether people will be out next fall/end of 

summer to retest the air quality?  I really think that the staff would be more at ease if they knew prior to the school 

year starting that the air quality was good and that mold was not present in high levels in certain classrooms as it 

was this year.  I appreciate hearing that you will be sharing the information with the parents, but from what was 

stated yesterday, it didn't sound like that was the case and MANY staff members here are upset by that.  This is in 

no way a threat... it may be wise for either you or Dave to make the staff aware that parents will be notified at the 

PTSA meeting before word gets out to the community.  This will prevent an uproar from parents who may find out 

from outside sources.  Thanks again for the quick reply. 
Mrs. Lindsay Jensen 
 
From: Ken P. Roey 
Sent: Tuesday, November 05, 2013 5:57 PM 
To: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Cc: David H. Brown; Ken P. Roey 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue 



 
Lindsay- I would agree that without getting into the science of the sampling, it would be a good faith effort. Our 

intent would be to conduct sampling at the end of the summer. We’ll have to determine the exact timing based on 

any work that may be done, but I would say that we should be able to present results no later than early September. 

Appreciate the feedback. 
 
From: Lindsay A. Jensen  
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2014 12:10 PM 
To: Ken P. Roey 
Cc: David H. Brown 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue 
Hi Mr. Roey- 
Can you please give me a list of what has been done to fix the mold/air quality issues in Glenwood Middle School 

since August 2013 and the date that it was done?  Can you please also provide me with a list of what you are 

planning to do in the near future to help eliminate levels of mold higher than outdoor quantities and increase the 

overall air quality in the building?  I'm trying to determine if I am going to be able to keep working in the 

building.  With the health issues I have been having at school when temperatures outside reach around 50 degrees or 

higher, my pulmonologist has suggested that I stay out of the building.  Thanks. 
Mrs. Lindsay Jensen 
8th grade science 
 
From: Ken P. Roey 
Sent: Monday, February 03, 2014 2:47 PM 
To: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Cc: David H. Brown; Ken P. Roey; Wayne A. Crosby; Herb Savje; Jeffrey M. Klenk; Ronald A. Miller 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue (Next steps?) 
 
Lindsay- I don’t have a report that documents everything that has been done to date at Glenwood MS to address air 

quality issues, but we are in the process of updating an action plan that addresses some of the major findings from 

the consultant. I should be able to provide that to Dave by next Monday. 
Thanx. Ken 
Ken Roey 
Chief Facilities Officer 
 
From: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Sent: Wednesday, February 05, 2014 8:53 PM 
To: Ken P. Roey 
Cc: David H. Brown; Wayne A. Crosby; Herb Savje; Jeffrey M. Klenk; Ronald A. Miller; Debra L. O'Byrne; 

Catherine McLin; Natalie McGlone 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue (Next steps?) 

Mr. Roey, 
I appreciate your timely reply to my serious concerns regarding the air quality in Glenwood Middle School. 

According to your e-mail in which you state that you are updating an action plan to address the major findings with 

regard to the air quality, is it reasonable to imply that there are still issues with the air quality in the school?  I am 

happy to hear that you are going to be dealing with these issues.  At the beginning of December when outdoor 

temperatures rose to about 50 degrees for a few days in a row, I ended up in the ER again, with heart palpitations 

and was basically hyperventilating due to airway constriction.  Air quality issues still exist within the building and I 

am concerned that if they are not taken care of prior to when temperatures outside start to increase again, that I will 

be out of a job since the county is accepting no responsibility for my health issues related to the air quality inside of 

Glenwood.  I'm deeply concerned for not only my own health, but for the health and safety of all Glenwood staff 

and students.  
When I spoke to Catherine McLin, from the Office of Safety, Environment and Risk Management, on January 31st, 

she told me that HCPSS is not accepting worker's compensation claims and would not be in the future for this 

situation that is going on within Glenwood because the HCPSS does not believe there is an issue with mold or the 



air quality.  I was told by Natalie McGlone, a Specialist in the Office of Human Resources on December 5, 2013 

that the findings from the consultants showed that there were no significant levels of mold found anywhere in the 

building.  There is conflicting information with these county staff members stating that there are no issues within the 

building while at the same time you are saying that you will be "updating an action plan to address major findings" 

and according to the PTSA meeting minutes from the November 2013 meeting you attended, "The county office is 

committed to being sure that all measures are being taken to fix the problem".   There is obvious miscommunication 

occurring at the expense of teachers and students who are having health issues.      
Based on my own experience and what I have heard from other teachers dealing with health issues related to the air 

quality, it seems as though the county feels we are "making up" the health issues and it is not possible for us to be 

getting sick from being inside of the school building.  Several teachers are having similar medical symptoms only 

when inside of Glenwood Middle School.  My pulmonologist has diagnosed me as having Sick Building Syndrome 

and has advised me to stay out of the building.  After hearing how serious this issue is, I phoned Catherine McLin to 

ask if I could be put into another school building.  I was told that it was not possible at this time in the school year 

and I'd have to wait until the fall.  Due to the current circumstances, come spring I will be unable to perform my job 

without further compromising my health.  My family is depending on my salary to make ends meet.  Due to the fact 

that HCPSS is not accepting worker's compensation claims, Catherine McLin stated that I would need to hire a 

lawyer, gather evidence that my health issues are unrelated to anything else besides the air quality at Glenwood 

Middle School, and go to a hearing.   
What I am asking of you, as the Chief Facilities Officer, and the other HCPSS staff who are responsible for the 

facilities, includes: 
(1) to answer my question as to whether there are still air quality issues within Glenwood Middle School and how 

soon you are planning on resolving the issues.  I do not want to know if the building is "safe".  I have done my 

research and your statement to the teachers during the staff meeting that occurred in the fall about our building being 

a "normal" building that is safe to be in doesn't guarantee that Glenwood Middle School is not a health 

hazard.  Apparently, there are no EPA regulations on what is deemed "safe" levels of mold within a school building; 

although there are currently studies being conducted on the matter.   
(2) to properly communicate the results of the air quality tests with other central office staff to ensure that our 

worker's compensation claims are dealt with accordingly, without our having to hire lawyers and go to a hearing.  
(3) to communicate the mold and air quality issues with parents of Glenwood Middle School students in an 

appropriate manner.  Going to a PTSA meeting in which there are 11 parents to discuss the issue was not and is not 

acceptable.  Apparently no letter was even sent home in the fall to parents to communicate the air quality issues 

within the building.  In December, when the air quality decreased in the building, there were students who were 

showing symptoms of mold allergies, with extremely red, itchy eyes.  The right thing to do is inform the parents 

who are wondering why their child is coming home with such symptoms. 
I am proud to work as a teacher in Howard County Public School Systems and it is a privilege to have such a great 

job working with the students of Glenwood.  I take my job as a teacher seriously and am proactive in making sure 

the students are treated well.  According to the Child Abuse and Neglect training, it is my job to protect the students 

and ensure that they are in a safe environment.  At this point, I question whether Glenwood Middle School is an 

environmentally safe school for students and others to be in.  I'm glad that we are working together to put the 

students first.   
Mrs. Lindsay Jensen 
 
From: Ken P. Roey 
Sent: Thursday, February 06, 2014 8:06 PM 
To: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Cc: David H. Brown; Wayne A. Crosby; Herb Savje; Jeffrey M. Klenk; Ronald A. Miller; Debra L. O'Byrne; 

Catherine McLin; Ken P. Roey; Natalie McGlone 
Subject: RE: Glenwood Mold Issue (Next steps?) 
 
Lindsay- As I said, we are in the process of updating an action plan that addresses some of the major findings from 

the consultants who were at the November staff brief which you attended. We will share that update with Dave next 

week. Originally we had not planned to provide a full update (in person) to staff until closer to the end of the school 

year, but if Dave feels it is appropriate we can do so at an earlier date. 
I would suggest that I arrange a meeting for you to sit down with Ron Miller, Manager of the Safety, Environment 

and Risk Management Office (Cathy McLin’s supervisor), to review your concerns and what options you may have. 



Thanx. Ken 
Ken Roey 
Chief Facilities Officer 
 

From: Lindsay A. Jensen 
Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2014 8:14 AM 
To: Eric Minus 
Subject: RE: Administrative Transfer 
 
Hello Dr. Minus- 
I have sent a letter through Pony mail requesting an administrative transfer as Dave Brown requested.  It should 

arrive to you soon, but in the mean time, Dave suggested I communicate with you via e-mail the reason for my 

request.  Here is a section of my letter with details of my health issues: 
  
This past year there have been extreme air quality conditions that have caused me to have heart palpitations, trouble 

breathing, dizziness, etc.  I have seen several doctors, including a cardiologist, allergist, and pulmonologist who 

have run multiple tests on me and have determined that I am a healthy individual with the exception of when I am 

working inside of Glenwood Middle School.  My pulmonologist has termed my condition as Sick Building 

Syndrome and has advised me to stay out of the building.  Please see the attached doctor’s letters indicating the 

results of testing and diagnosis. 
When symptoms persist as the temperature and humidity rise this spring, I will be unable to stay in the building.  I 

have been told that if I am unable to work, I will be required to take my own leave, potentially without pay if I 

cannot be in the building for the remainder of the school year.  Therefore, this administrative transfer request is for 

an immediate transfer from Glenwood Middle School to another school building in Howard County Public 

Schools.   
 
Thank you very much for being considerate of your staff's health and for your assistance with my transfer!  Please 

let me know if you do not receive my letter within the next few days.  Please also let me know if there is any other 

information I can provide you to assist with the transfer process.  Thank you again! 
 
Mrs. Lindsay Jensen 
 

 

From: "Lindsay A. Jensen" <Lindsay_Jensen@hcpss.org> 
To: "McLeod, Cheryl [MD]"  
Sent: Tue, May 6, 2014 12:16:15 GMT+00:00 
Subject: Denial of Administrative Transfer 
 
Hi Cheryl-  Please check out the attached letter I received yesterday in regards to my request for an administrative 

transfer.  I am very surprised that Mr. Eastham turned my as well as my doctor's words around to make it sound like 

I'm just fine being in this building.  I'm also surprised that he states that the elevated particle counts have been 

remediated, yet they have not been back out to GMS to redo air sampling.  I'm not sure what to do at this point.  My 

health seems to be alright right now while I'm in Glenwood Middle School, but I'm very worried about next year, 

coming to GMS pregnant in the fall.  Although Im not having any health issues right now, I know there are other 

teachers who are still having health problems, so I know the building is not 100%.  I have not gotten any word that 

there are positions open at the schools that I put a voluntary transfer request into and as a matter of fact, many of the 

e-mails I have received stating that the Principals of the schools received my request say they do not anticipate an 

opening in the areas I am qualified to teach.  I'm fine staying at GMS next year if the environment is really ok, but if 

I do stay at GMS next year, my worry is that I will end up with heart palpitations and other health problems and I'll 

be out of a job because I can't be in that environment while pregnant.  Any guidance would be much 

appreciated.  Thanks! 
 



Email  to parents  in May 2014 

From: <Lindsay_Jensen@hcpss.org> 
Date: 09 May 2014 15:21:10 -0400 
To: <Lindsay_Jensen@hcpss.org> 
Subject: School Air Quality 

Hello Students and Parents! It was extremely humid in the school building today and several 
students reported that they felt dizzy while in my classroom. I personally also had an instance of 
dizziness at the end of the school day today that required me to grab a hold of a lab table to regain 
my balance. I have seen a pattern of outdoor temperature/humidity increases related to my own 
increasing health issues while in the school building. In the fall I experienced heart palpitations, 
dizziness, a "foggy" brain type feeling, shortness of breath, and some chest pains. I ended up going 
to the ER twice for these symptoms. Please be aware of these symptoms that may arrise with your 
child while at school and report them. 

Mrs. Jensen 
This is the email sent out by HCPSS in response to Ms. Jensen’s email to 
parents.  No mention of mold or health issues: 
From: Glenwood Middle School 
Sent: Saturday, May 10, 2014 12:16 PM 
Subject: Glenwood Air Quality Concerns 

Dear Parents, 
I am writing to inform you that our building has undergone work throughout this year to safeguard 
the quality of air in our school. Ken Roey, HCSPP Chief Facilities Officer, along with several 
members of his staff with the assistance from outside consultants have been working diligently to 
resolve the issues related to high humidity levels that were detected in our building last year. The 
issues that caused problems that were detected last year have been remediated. 

The data that has been gathered in the past few months indicate that the collective efforts are 
achieving their goal of maintaining the building within consistent indoor environmental quality 
parameters. Mr. Roey has compared the air quality samples taken at Glenwood Middle School with 
air quality test results from other Howard County Public Schools. The air quality test results for 
Glenwood Middle School are comparable to or better than those from other schools. 

You may have received an email from a staff member expressing concerns regarding the humidity in 
our building this past week.While outdoor weather conditions may have an impact on the 
temperature and humidity levels inside the building, be assured our facilities department is 
continuing to monitor the air quality at Glenwood on a continuing basis and will take all necessary 
actions to address any irregularities. 
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
Thank you, 
Dave Brown 
 
On Jul 3, 2015, at 1:08 PM, Lindsay Jensen <lajensen10@gmail.com> wrote: 
If I hadn't been made to feel so wrong in my contact to parents about the building issues by GMS 
administration and Frank Eastham, I would have considered also contacting Foose.  I was basically 
forced to drop the issue once I was threatened with suspension.  
 
Ms. Jensen is currently trying to be reimbursed for the personal time she used once she was granted 
leave, as it was not effective until following school year. 

From: Lindsay A. Jensen [mailto:Lindsay_Jensen@hcpss.org] 
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2014 5:52 PM 



To: McLeod, Cheryl [MD] 
Cc: Frank Eastham 
Subject: Options for the remainder of the school year 
 
Hi Cheryl-  I got really sick and dizzy today at school and was taken to the ER by ambulance.  Other 
teachers came into my classroom and said they had to leave because the air was so bad.  Between 
Friday and today there have been a few students who also reported being dizzy.  I don't think I'm going to 
be able to return back to GMS.  I think I have 22 sick/personal days and then I'll have to take unpaid 
leave.  I have to figure out who to contact for FMLA.  I really need some help!  The ER told me to contact 
a Neurologist.  I think the mold in the building is really starting to affect my nervous system.  Thanks for 
any help you can give me.  I can pretty much meet with you and Frank any time/day since I can't go into 
work. 
 
From: McLeod, Cheryl [MD]  
Sent: Monday, May 12, 2014 8:25 PM 
To: Frank Eastham 
Cc: Lindsay A. Jensen; McLeod, Cheryl [MD] 
Subject: FW: Options for the remainder of the school year 
 
Dear Mr. Eastham (Frank): 
Ms. Jensen shared with me your earlier e-mail denying her request for an administrative transfer. 
It appears other teachers are witness to the air quality problems at Glenwood. As we seek information re: 
student absences, it is predicted that we will discover that students are being adversely affected as well. 
As her HCEA Representative, I would like to schedule a meeting with you as soon as possible to re-visit 
the situation on Ms. Jensen's behalf. 
This week, I am available any time EXCEPT: 
WEDNESDAY, MAY, 2014 and 
THURSDAY MORNING, MAY 15, 2014  (I am available after 12:30pm) 
 
I will provide Ms. Jensen direction and guidance  re: FMLA and Sick Leave Bank in a separate e-mail to 
her. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PROMPT RESPONSE. 
Cheryl A. McLeod 
 

 
From: katiewolven  

To: superintendent <superintendent@hcpss.org> 

Cc: Bruce_Gist <Bruce_Gist@hcpss.org>; Rebecca_Amani-Dove <Rebecca_Amani-Dove@hcpss.org> 

Sent: Mon, Jul 13, 2015 3:07 pm 

Subject: Re: Glenwood Middle School 

 

Dear Ms. Gist, 
 
Thank you for your response.  I am still a little confused as to why my e-mail is being forwarded to Mr. 
Bruce Gist.  My e-mail was directed to Dr. Foose and her statements made at the Board of Education 
meeting on June 25, 2015.  Many families in our community are still not aware of the mold in Glenwood 
Middle School because of the lack of correspondence from the Howard County Public School 
System.  Please let me know when all the former and current families at Glenwood Middle School will be 
informed of this issue and when there will be a community meeting with Dr. Foose and Mr. Bruce Gist. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Katie Wolven 
 
 
 

-----Original Message-----  
From: Superintendent <superintendent@hcpss.org>  
To: katiewolven  
Cc: Bruce Gist <Bruce_Gist@hcpss.org>; Rebecca Amani-Dove <Rebecca_Amani-Dove@hcpss.org>  
Sent: Mon, Jul 13, 2015 1:29 pm  
Subject: RE: Glenwood Middle School  

Good morning Ms. Wolven, 
  
Thank you for contacting the superintendent with your concerns regarding mold at Glenwood 
Middle School. 
  
We are forwarding your concerns to Mr. Bruce Gist, Executive Director of Facilities, Planning, 
and Management, and Ms. Rebecca Amani-Dove, Communications Director, for their 
information and follow-up. 
  
Regards, 
Valerie Gist 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
  
  
From: katiewolven@aol.com  
Sent: Friday, July 10, 2015 2:15 PM 
To: Superintendent 
Subject: Glenwood Middle School 
  
Dear Dr. Foose- 
  
Please take a moment of your time and address the community of Glenwood Middle School regarding the 
mold that was and is a problem in our school.  As a parent of an outgoing eighth grader and still a parent 
of a rising seventh grader, I am absolutely appalled that I found out about this issue from social media 
and not from our school or the Howard County Public School System.  You stated in a Board of Education 
meeting on June 25, 2015 that this issue is not something that just cropped up.  You also stated that 
there have been multiple meetings and this has been going on for years.  Wow, years and multiple 
meetings, please let me tell you that not one meeting for the community has happened and not even an 
e-mail, notice, or letter has been sent to the Glenwood Community regarding mold.  If you consider 
uncomfortable humidity levels as telling the community that we have an ongoing mold problem, I believe 
you are misinformed.< /div> 
  
Our community and PTSA have been trying for weeks to have you address this and you continue to avoid 
the issue.  I can't say how disappointed I am in you and our school system. 
  
Sincerely, 
Katie Wolven 

 

 
Dear all- 
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I am continuing to follow-up since no one from the board of education has responded to this e-mail dated 
Monday, September 28th.  Again, I am once again disappointed by the leadership of HCPSS and the 
board of education.  Today, in the news, more has come out regarding the truth of informing the 
Glenwood Middle school community and the fact that you covered up knowing that mold was in our 
school and you did not inform us.  The following statement was released by Amy Aubert at Channel 2 
news from an actual e-mail that she received from the MPIA filing. 
 
I recently got back an MPIA that I filed in July. E-mails show teacher complaints about mold, humidity dating back to 
2013. In an e-mail from June of this year,then Principal David Brown wrote to the Executive Director of School 
Improvement and Administration: 
"I am very concerned that the mold issues at GMS may come out in the public. The lack of an approved response to 
the recent inquiry from my PTSA president troubles me. In November of 2014, you instructed me that I was not to 
share statements with staff or community regarding mold or Indoor Air Quality, unless they were approved by you..." 
#ABC2InFocus 
 
Is this how you are continuing to deal with mold at Howard County Public Schools and creating a climate 
of trust between the school system and community? 
 
Sincerely, 
Katie Wolven 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/abc2infocus?source=feed_text&story_id=850884105024860

