
Community Notification of Mold Timeline-(6/16-7/1) Part 2 

1. After collaboration with Rebecca Amani-Dove and Bruce Gist, Frank Eastham 

sends Dave Brown the approved email he is permitted to send out to community on 

6/16 at 7:07PM (no mention of mold) 
 
From:  Frank Eastham 
Sent:  Tuesday, June 16, 2015 7:07 PM 
To:  David H. Brown 
CC:  Bruce Gist; Linda T Wise; Rebecca Amani-Dove 
Subject:  RE: Mold at GMS?? 
 
Dave, 
Below is a message you can send out from you. 
 
Frank 
 
Dear Parents,  
I am pleased to inform you that a major renovation is being completed at Glenwood with the 
Heating, Ventilation and Air System.  The work has already begun and is expected to be 
completed mid-summer in time for the opening of the 2015-2016 school year.  The new 
system will replace many of the original units and will be able to control with more accuracy 
the level of humidity in the building.   
______________________________________________________________________ 

2.  At 5:30 AM the next morning, Dave Brown sends the approved email out to 

GMS community  
 
Date: Wed, 17 June 2015 05:29:15 
From: no-reply@hcpss.org 
 
Subject: GMS New HVAC System 
Dear Parents, 
I am pleased to inform you that a major renovation is being completed at Glenwood with the 
Heating, Ventilation and Air System.  The work has already begun and is expected to be 
completed mid-summer in time for the opening of the 2015-2016 school year.  The new 
system will replace many of the original units and will be able to control, with more accuracy, 
the level of humidity in the building. 
Thank You, 
Dave 
David Brown, Principal 
Glenwood Middle School 

Also on June 17th, a staff member takes a parent to room 31 to show her a mold 
outbreak on ceiling that is coming down a wall.  Photo taken.  Staff member states that 
this is not an isolated incident, mold outbreaks a common occurrence.  Parents make it 
known that photo taken. 

 

mailto:no-reply@hcpss.org


3.  Frustrated with lack of information on mold, or even admitting that it has been 

an issue,  outgoing PTSA President, Peggy Koehle sends email to our BOE Cluster 

Rep, Christine O’Connor 

On Jun 21, 2015, at 4:47 PM, Peggy Koele wrote: 

To:  Christine O’Connor 

Hi Christine -  
There is a lot of frustration and anxiety escalating at Glenwood Middle School with the 
concern of potential mold in the school . Whatever the case is the parents and community 
need to be informed ASAP from Howard County . Many parents and teachers are extremely 
upset right now with how things are being handled at GMS . You are our board member 
assigned to our school and our community needs your help . Also I did email you a number 
of times this winter /spring to have you come out to one of our PTSA meetings and I never 
heard back from you , 

Appreciate your help 

Peggy Koele , GMS PTSA outgoing president  

Troy Marty is our incoming president and I CC'd him on this email as well  
Maybe next year we can get you out for a meeting  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On Jun 25, 2015, at 6:00 AM, Christine O’Connor wrote: 
 
Hi all. 
I heard back from the facilities manager (Bruce Gist)  They are working to remedy the mold 
problem. More details to follow.... 
I will be following up with him and will keep you posted. 
 
Thank you, 
Christine O'Connor 
 

 

From: Peggy Koele <  
Date: 06/25/2015 11:14 AM (GMT-05:00)  
To: Christine <  
Cc: Alicia Boyer-Buxton < Christina Delmont-Small < >, Troy Marty >, Vicky < Karen Banas <  
Subject: Re: Glenwood Middle School Mold  
 
Christine  
With all due respect it is extremely unethical to keep this information from our Glenwood 
Community  
They have been trying to cover this up for months as we are getting more info - something has 
to go out immediately to our parents and  



Students, If not we will have to go to other recourses  
Peggy  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4.  On June 25th, outgoing PTACHC President, Christina Delmont Small sent the 

following email to Dr Foose, BOE and other officials, asking that the Glenwood MS 

community be notified about the years long mold issue.  This is the same day that 

Dr. Foose admitted at BOE meeting that mold had been “an ongoing issue at GMS for 

years, it didn’t just crop up and that there were multiple meetings about it.” 
 
On Jun 25, 2015, at 2:52 PM, PTACHC President wrote: 
 

Dear Superintendent Foose and Chairman Siddiqui, 

There is a growing concern from parents of students, and staff, from Glenwood Middle School 
about a mold issue at the school. According to parents, school-based staff and central office 
staff, mold has been present in the school since the roof of the building was replaced. 

Although this is a school system responsibility, it is also a concern of the PTA. We are 
concerned that students, teachers, staff and community members have been exposed to the 
mold without knowing that they have been exposed. As you are aware, mold exposure can 
lead to dangerous health implications, not only for those with compromised immune systems, 
but for healthy individuals as well. 

It is the responsibility of the HCPSS to provide information about the presence of mold at 
Glenwood Middle School immediately to the parents of current, incoming and former 
students, as well as any teachers and staff who may have been exposed to the mold. This 
information should be transmitted in the most expedient manner possible, by email, US Postal 
Service, and social media, to ensure that the information reaches all of those who could have 
been affected by the exposure. Providing accurate and complete information to the parents, 
teachers, staff and community will reduce concerns and any misunderstandings. 

As a pediatrician, Chairman Siddiqui knows it is imperative that complete and accurate 
information about environmental exposures be provided to medical personnel so that a proper 
diagnosis and treatment plan can be prescribed. 

Please forward us the information that is sent to the parents, teachers, staff, and community 
so that we will also have the most accurate and complete information. 

Due to the health implications for the children of Glenwood Middle School we anticipate a 
quick response to our request. 

Sincerely, 

Board of Directors 

PTA Council of Howard County 

________________________________________________________________________ 



5.  Approximately 30 minutes later, BOE Member Christine O’Connor  sent the 

following email to PTACHC, the rest of the BOE and other officials.  She also 

sends this same email to our parent group.   

From Christine O’Connor 

Date:  Thursday, June 25, 2015 3:11:50 PM 

To:  PTACHC President 
CC: Renee Foose; Janet Siddiqui; Ann H. Delacy; Sandra French; Ellen Giles; Bess Altwerger; 
Cynthia Vaillancourt; Student Board Member; Troy Marty; Kathy P. Chiacchio; Kathleen V. 

Hanks; BoE Email; Reg Avery, CCES_D Tonya; Jessica sokira, Ashley Alfeo; BBMS_T 

marynicklin; HOHS-D donnasudbrook; Paula Henry; GMS_P Peggy; Christina Delmont-Small, 
BMMS_D Amber; b. santos; PTACHC Exec VP; PTACHC VP Operations; PTACHC VP Issues; 
PTACHC Legislative; PTACHC Secretary; PTACHC Treasurer 
Subject:  RE: [BoE Email] - Mold Issue at Glenwood Middle School: Request for Notification 
 

 

 

 

The follow email is from Bruce Gist in response to my inquiry this week. 
 

Christine, 
The following correspondence was sent to Glenwood MS parents by the Principal, David Brown, 
on June 16. 
 
Dear Parents, 
I am pleased to inform you that a major renovation is being completed at Glenwood with the 
Heating, Ventilation and Air System.  The work has already begun and is expected to be 
completed mid-summer in time for the opening of the 2015-2016 school year.  The new system 
will replace many of the original units and will be able to control with more accuracy the level of 
humidity in the building.  
 
On June 18, Jeff Klenk, our Environmental Specialist, visited the school after the Dottie (day 
custodian) reported minor mold on a pipe in room 31.  This mold was the result of cold piples 
creating condensation on the metal where mold then grew.  All mold was cleaned from the 
surface at that time. 
 
The HVAC renovation is 55 percent complete at this time with a completion date of August 15, 
2015. 
Thank you, 
Christine O’Connor 
 

You will note that the body of the email from Mr. Brown to parents is different than the one he 
actually sent on June 17th (noted in red).  There is a new paragraph, seemingly attempting to 
explain the mold that was photographed by parent on 6/17.  It seems that at that point, 
HCPSS believed they could convince parents that the mold issue was contained to a single 



outbreak on a sweating pipe and that backtracking in an email could cover for their lack of 
action and communication.   Knowing what we know now and the extent of the mold 
outbreaks, this is absolutely ridiculous but an example of HCPSS’s proclivity towards covering 
things up rather than being up front and open.   In addition, in the new paragraph it claims that 
Jeff Klenk came out to the school and cleaned the mold that was caused by pipe 
condensation on 6/18… in an email dated 6/17.     

In reality, the day custodian cleaned the mold on 6/17 and it was not on an area covering a 
pipe.    I have asked Ms. O’Connor for the original email that Ms. O’Connor states was 
forwarded from Bruce Gist on a number of occasions but she has not obliged.  I also filed an 
MPIA for the original email as we have a right to know who was involved in adding on to Mr. 
Brown’s email to make it seem as if it was part of his original email to parents?  Who provided 
false information in that paragraph to attempt to cover/explain the fact that mold was 
photographed by a parent on 6/17?  Or that Jeff Klenk cleaned it on 6/18?  Why not just tell 
the truth? 



 



 

June 25, 3:13 PM, Ms. O’connor sent the same email to Vicky Cutroneo, Alicia Buxton, 
Christina Delmont-Small  and Karen Banas  

 

____________________________________ 
 
6.  Bruce Gist confirming there is no mold remediation issue, there is no “hidden issues 
with mold”, what happened on 6/17 was an isolated incident.   
From:  Bruce Gist 
Sent: Friday, June 26, 2015 3:40 PM 
To: Rebecca Amani-Dove 
CC:  Camille Jones, Frank Eastham, Brandy V. Myers 
Subject:  Re:  Mold Issue at Glenwood Middle School:  Request for Notification 
 
Hi Rebecca, 
I am at school now- confirming there is no mold remediation issue. 
What happened last week was an isolated issue, a single piece of pipe sweating, which 
produced moisture and mold.  Condition was corrected.   
 
Issues with mold in the past have been addressed and corrected. 
We have no “hidden issues with mold”. 
Moving forward the new HVAC system will eliminate sweating pipes and source for mold 
formation.  The new systems will have all new ductwork and an outdoor source of fresh air to 
the building that is conditioned before entering the building thus eliminating moisture is the fresh 
air.  The desire is to eliminate moisture and humidity the source for mold. 
The new HVAC system is 60 % done and scheduled for total completion August 15, 2015 
before staff returns August 17, 2015. 
The new school administration (Robert Motley) is having a community open house July 16 2015 
which he has asked that I attend.  I plan on attending as long as SChool administration concurs 
(this is Frank and Linda’s call). 
Hope this helps. 
Bruce 
PS I’d check with Frank if possible for content matter check 
 

7.  Emails to Christine O’Connor, our BOE cluster rep 
Date:  June 25, 2015 5:22 PM 
From: Alicia Buxton 
To: Christine O’Connor 
Hi Christine, 
 
My understanding is that the existing ducts are going to be left in the building. Even if the humidity 
problem is corrected with the new system how are parents and teachers going to feel comfortable that 
there isn't mold in the building that hasn't been expertly cleaned? There could be mold in areas that aren't 
accessible. I'm told that some classrooms have access panels in them that run to all of the pipes under 
the building.  
 
It feels like we are being spoon fed information and this is information parents shouldn't have to push to 
receive. Please look at this situation as a parent not a BOE member. If your child was going back into that 



school at the end of August wouldn't you want more information? Consider the fact that large amounts of 
mold have been found in the school for years and that information was not given to or kept from parents. 
The way HCPSS has and continues to handle this problem is only increasing fears.  
 
We will truly appreciate your support. 
 
Alicia Buxton  
Outgoing GMS PTACHC Delegate 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Email to Christine O’Connor from Vicky Cutroneo regarding the added paragraph in 
Mr. Brown’s email 
On Jun 25, 2015, at 8:12 PM, Vicky < wrote: 
 

Christine, 
Jeff's (Klenk) version of the story is inaccurate.   The custodian cleaned it before he even decided to 
come out. Kids were having class in that room with the mold  
It's time for him and others to do the right thing and tell the truth about mold in the school.   We are talking 
about the short and long term health of kids and their teachers.   
Clearly the continued deception shows that the parents at GMS have been underestimated. 
Vicky Cutroneo 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
From: Christine O’Connor 
To: Vicky Cutroneo 
Date:  June 26, 2015  8:39 AM 
 
Hi, who is jeff?  
I will continue to try and get to the bottom of this! 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christine O'Connor 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date:  June 26, 2015, 8:47 AM 
From Christine O’Connor 
To:  Alicia Buxton, Karen Banas, Peggy Koehle, Troy Marty, Christina Small 
Hi,I will continue to get to the bottom of this. 
Believe me, I share your concerns as a parent AND as a member of the boe. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Christine O'Connor 



__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date:  June 26, 2015 9:31 AM 
From:  Alicia Buxton 
To:  Christine O’Connor 
 
The PTSA board only recently learned how bad the mold problem was in the school. I've seen pictures of 
walls covered with mold. The mold problem may have improved over the years, but as recent as 6/17 
staff took me to see mold in their classrooms. At one point mold covered, desks, bulletin boards, and 
books, but parents were never notified. HCPSS needs to come forward and talk to parents about how 
they are making certain there isn't mold in the school. They are curing the humidity problem with the new 
system but how are they making certain that mold that is still growing now is going to be completely 
cleaned. 
 
Thanks so much for your support. 
Alicia  
 

 

Date:  June 26, 2015 11:59 AM 
From:  Christine O’Connor 
To:  Alicia Buxton 
 
I heard back from Mr Gist he said he is  
"working on a more detailed description of the Glenwood MS HVAC project" 
 
I will follow up with him on Monday. 
Try not to worry, I will persist with this.  
 
Thank you, 
 
Christine O'Connor 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Date:  July 1, 2015 
From:  Peggy Koele 
To:  Alicia Buxton, Troy Marty, Vicky Cutroneo 
CC: Tracey Heller, Karen Banas 
 
Hi All - 
The more concerns we can convey to 
Anyone at HCPSS the better - going to the top is best as most are being told what they can and cannot 
say - 
Since No one at HCPSS has stepped up to notify our GMS community .  
Here is what I have done so far trying to get HCPSS to respond to our issue  
1. Sent email to Mr Brown and Obyrne asking that  the GMS community be notified of mold issues  
- no response  
2.  Contacted PTACH President  
Christina Small - her and PTACH board sent email to BOE and Dr Foose - no response  
3 .  Contacted Christine O' Conner she is our BOE rep for our school  
She said she would get to the bottom of it - ?? She told us to also contact  
Bruce Gist  facilities manager - no response from her as of yesterday  
4. Last Friday Vicky Cutreno a very concerned parent with a lot of good knowledge , myself  



Alicia and Karen met and we also invited Troy - we posted the letter that PTACH sent to the board on our 
PTSA Facebook page as it was public knowledge In hopes to get some info out to the community  
5. Yesterday I left a VM for Dr Foose and Bruce Gist with concerns that GMS community still has not 
been notified about the Mold issues - since yesterday was my last official day as President Gave it one 
last shot  
Mr Gist called me back at 4:30 we talked for 40 minutes - I was very direct and firm that the GMS 
community needs up be notified of the mold issues at the school - he went around the issue a lot !! He 
kept going back to its getting fixed with the new HVAC system / and have been working on the issues all 
year since he took over last summer - he said that the email on June 16th about new HVAC system  from 
Brown to the school notified the parents of mold - I told him that was incorrect the email referred to 
humidity not mold - he said it goes together !!!  
I said something needs to be sent to our community ASAP  we will see  
He has been talking to new principal and he will he having a meeting for community mid-July and Mr Gist 
will be there ?? Again I guess we will see   
I said July is when a lot of families vacation ! Info still needs to be sent out to whole school  
 
I still think it's best to meet and discuss hard to keep up with all the emails for everyone :) it everyone 
would like  
Thx Peggy  
 

As of July 1, there was still  no community wide email informing of a long standing mold 

issue at GMS, despite multiple requests to our BOE Cluster Rep and Dr. Foose.  Only 

those who follow the mold facebook page were aware of the issue 


