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FCWC Position Statement on Air Permits for the Expansion of Compressor Stations 

for Spectra Energy’s Algonquin Incremental Market project 
NYDEC Public Hearing • January 22, 2015 

 
I am here representing the Federated Conservationists of Westchester County. FCWC is a 
501(c)(3) environmental and educational organization. Since its inception in 1965, FCWC 
has brought together concerned citizens, numerous community organizations, educators, and 
diverse professionals committed to work to preserve and rehabilitate the natural resources of 
Westchester County. I am here tonight to voice our concerns about the air permits for the 
expansions of the Southeast and Stony Point compressor stations as part of Spectra Energy’s 
Algonquin Incremental Market project. There are serious environmental and health risks 
associated with granting these air permits and allowing this project to move forward.  
 
Compressor station expansions proposed for Stony Point and Southeast, will emit 
additional pollutants into our air and expose us to many tons of highly toxic emissions per 
year. Our region already fails to meet attainment levels under the Clean Air Act, and 
additional emissions will only exacerbate this problem. Pollutants emitted by the proposed 
pipelines and compressor stations include methane, mono-nitrogen oxides, volatile organic 
compounds (VOC’s), polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and carbon dioxide, among 
others.   
 
Both carbon dioxide and methane are greenhouse gases, and are contributing factors to 
climate change. Carbon dioxide (CO2) is the primary greenhouse gas emitted through human 
activities, and already accounts for nearly 82% of all U.S. greenhouse gas emissions. The 
projected carbon dioxide emissions from the Southeast compressor station are over 283,000 
tons per year, when the EPA threshold is only 75,000 tons per year. Even worse, the 
projected emissions for the Stony Point compressor station are almost 314,000 tons per year. 
As for methane, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) says that methane is 
72 times more potent a greenhouse gas than carbon dioxide over a 20-year period.  At this 
critical point in the battle against climate change, we must take action to reduce the amounts 
of greenhouse gases emitted into our atmosphere, and not allow industries to surpass 
thresholds set by the EPA.  
 
Other pollutants of concern to air quality and human heath include nitrogen oxide and 
volatile organic compounds, and carbon monoxide. All present a laundry list of potential 
health problems caused by long-term exposure and all are also expected to surpass EPA’s 
thresholds of acceptable emissions at both compressor stations. Spectra is allowed to 
bypass the EPA threshold for these two compressor stations by buying credits from other 
areas where emissions are under the threshold. However, as stated before, this region is 
already non-attainment in air quality, and thus residents would be asked to bear an even 
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larger burden when it comes to living with environmental hazards in the air they breathe. 
 
Given these factors, FCWC believes that the Department of Environmental Conservation should 
reject Spectra Energy's application to expand the compressor stations at Southeast and Stony 
Point. 
 
 
 
 
 


