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A Truly Epic

American Adventure 
By Train & Steamboat

A Truly Epic
American Adventure 
By Train & Steamboat

A special holiday on the Lower Mississippi with
overnight stays and sightseeing in New Orleans and Memphis.
Including round-trip train travel out of Chicago. 

Two Departures
February 28 - March 11, 2013

October 31 - November 11, 2013

12 Days From $2,895 pp

e know many savvy travelers who prefer to, if at all 
possible, avoid airports, packed flights, security 

checks and much of the general misery of modern day 
air travel and with this in mind we have arranged the 
ultimate spring and fall holidays which may be done without 
any flying, combining a number of wonderful features in one 
marvelous vacation. We begin with travel from Chicago 
aboard the storied 'City of New Orleans' train to New 
Orleans over the famed route that was billed as 'The Main 
Line of Mid America' traveling down the great Mississippi 
River Delta. In New Orleans we enjoy an overnight stay at 
the Hilton Riverside Inn along with an up-close tour of the 
French Quarter. There is also plenty of time to enjoy the 
Crescent City be it shopping in the Rue Royale, a visit to the 
Garden District or sampling the great restaurants.

Another form of travel we find wildly appealing is passage 
aboard the spectacular 'American Queen', the largest, most 
opulent Steamboat ever built. To enjoy piping hot muffins, 
Bananas Foster French toast and freshly brewed coffee in the 
beautiful Riverview dining room as America floats past big 
picture windows is a marvelous way to start the day. In fact, 
we know of no better way to see America, in comfort, 
without packing and unpacking, than by a great Steamboat. 
While biased, when these two forms of travel are combined 
with great sightseeing, fine hotels and extra features both 
'ashore' and 'aboard', we believe this qualifies, by any 
measure, as a Great American Vacation.

This holiday features port calls in lovely places like Oak 
Alley and St. Francisville, Louisiana, charming Natchez with 
its unrivalled collection of antebellum mansions and historic 
Vicksburg with its Civil War battlefield before arriving at the 
American Queen’s home port of Memphis.

With easy train travel, a superb hotel, 
the grandest Steamboat ever 
built and lovely ports of call, 
this holiday is certain to sell 
out. Since it operates only 
twice,advance reservations 
are highly encouraged. 

All Aboard!

WW
Round-trip train travel from Chicago to 
New Orleans and from Memphis to 
Chicago aboard the 'City of New Orleans' 
train, an overnight journey over the Illinois 
Central Railroad in each direction. (Guests 
from some Western or Eastern points may 
opt to travel directly to New Orleans). There 
is a cafe lounge to enjoy and this train 
journey is an ideal way to avoid long bus 
trips, airports, cramped seating and the 
perfect nostalgic way to travel to & from the 
Steamboat.

Overnight stay in New Orleans before the 
voyage at the superbly located Hilton 
Riverside Hotel.

New Orleans French Quarter tour with visit 
to Café du Monde.

Special welcome aboard and farewell 
cocktail party aboard the Steamboat.

Seven-night American Queen voyage 
from New Orleans to her new Home Port 
of Memphis with visits to Oak Alley, St. 
Francisville, lovely Natchez, historic Vicks-
burg, and Helena. Naturally, all meals are 
included onboard as well as some of the 
best entertainment afloat.

Complimentary shore excursions featured 
in each and every port call!

Overnight stay in Memphis at the Mem-
phis Marriott with plenty of time to visit 
Graceland, the Civil Rights Museum, or see 
the famed Peabody Ducks!

Extraordinary live music tour of Memphis 
with the legendary Memphis Jones just for 
our guests.

Fully escorted from start to finish by profes-
sional tour manager.

FeaturesFeatures:

Sailng from Memphis!





















DAY 1: All Aboard!
All Aboard! We depart Chicago Union Station 
this evening aboard the “City of New Orleans” 
train bound for New Orleans over the Illinois 
Central Railway.

DAY 2: Arrive New Orleans  B
This afternoon we arrive in New Orleans and 
transfer to our hotel with the balance of the 
evening is at leisure to enjoy the Crescent 
City. Overnight at the Hilton Riverside Hotel.

DAY 3: Set Sail   B D
This morning, we enjoy a tour of the historic 
French Quarter including Jackson Square 
followed by a visit to fabled Cafe du Monde 
for the best beignets and cafe au lait in North 
America! This afternoon we depart the hotel 
and board the grand American Queen. At 
8pm, the whistle blows, the calliope plays and 
the big red paddlewheel turns as we begin 
our holiday aboard this legendary Steamboat. 

DAY 4: Vacherie (Oak Alley)  B L D
Located in the Saint James Parish, the name 
of this bayou town derives from the French for 
dairy farm. It's pronounced VASH-uh-ree. It's 
the site of Oak Alley, a much-photographed 
plantation that combines architectural splen-
dor and the natural wonder of its canopy of 
300- year old oak trees.

DAY 5: St. Francisville  B L D
This quaint town located on the bluffs of the 
Mississippi River is your window to the past. 
With over 140 buildings on the National 
Register, beautiful plantation homes nestled 
in the rolling countryside, and bustling Main 
Street shops, you'll find plenty to keep you on 
the go in St. Francisville.

DAY 6: Natchez   B L D
Historic Natchez with its impressive collection 
of more than 200 antebellum homes is our 
destination today and you will want to have 
your camera handy. Explore the Grand 
Village of the Natchez Indians, visit historic 
Jefferson College, or just amble down the 
Natchez Trace.

DAY 7: Vicksburg   B L D
Discover a unique blend of old and new in 
Vicksburg, Mississippi. Take in the diversity 
from Vicksburg National Military Park to the 
Waterways Experiment Station. Billed as the 
“Red Carpet City of the South,” Southern 
hospitality is alive and well and awaiting your 
arrival.

DAY 8: On the River          B L D
All day Steamboating with plenty of time to 
catch up on reading, enjoy lunch on deck, fly 
a kite or perhaps nicest of all, a cool drink in 
the Calliope Bar as the American Queen toots 
her way up the River with the world's largest 
calliope playing merrily. Entire towns turn out 
along the riverbank to see her steam past and 
unlike an ocean cruise, there is great scenery 
around every bend in the river. (B,L,D)

DAY 9: Helena    B L D
Mark Twain wrote in 'Life on the Mississippi' 
“Helena occupies one of the prettiest situa-
tions on the river”. The town was of strategic 

importance during the Civil War and nearby is 
the wonderful Clarksdale Blues Museum, the 
epicenter of the Blues world and well worth 
seeing.

DAY 10: Memphis   B L D
This morning we arrive in Memphis and enjoy 
a sightseeing tour of the rich musical and 
cultural history of the ‘Blues City’ before trans-
ferring to our hotel. Today there is time to see 
the famed 'Duck March' at the Peabody Hotel, 
visit historic Beale Street, the home of the 
Blues or even Graceland. Overnight at the 
Memphis Marriott with special Farewell 
Dinner at Rendevous Restaurant. 

DAY 11: All Aboard!   B
Guests have all day to enjoy Memphis. Later, 
we check out of the hotel and travel to Chica-
go this evening aboard the train. 

Welcome Home!   B
Passengers returning to Chicago arrive this 
morning at 9am after breakfast. Welcome 
home!

ITINERARY

TRAVELING BY TRAIN
Included in our 
fare are comfort-
able reclining 
seats aboard the 

‘City of New Orleans’ from Chicago to 
New Orleans and returning from 
Memphis to Chicago.  Guests who 
wish to upgrade from coach seating to 
bedroom accommodations which 
includes all meals while aboard the 
train.  Please call for rates and avail-
ability.  Early reservations are 
suggested as bedrooms are limited 
on this route.  

AAA Suite  $7,195 pp
The finest of accommodations, each of 
these lavishly furnished suites features a 
full-size antique bed, a sofa-bed conversa-
tional group, and a well appointed private 
bathroom with tub and shower. Beautiful 
windowed French doors open onto the deck 
or veranda for a great view of the river.

AA Superior Outside  $6.795 pp
These outstanding staterooms open 
onto the deck or veranda via 
windowed French doors. All offer 
private bath with tub and shower, and 
some offer either two single beds or a 
queen-size bed.
A Deluxe Verandah $5,695 pp
B Deluxe Verandah $5,195 pp
C Deluxe Verandah $5,195 pp
These staterooms feature a marvelous 
view of the river from a bay window or 
from windowed French doors that 
open onto the deck. All offer a private 
bathroom with tub and shower, and 
some offer either two single beds or a 
queen-size bed.
D Outside Deluxe $4,595 pp
E Outside Deluxe $4,445 pp
These staterooms feature a marvelous 
view of the river from beautiful floorto- 
ceiling bay windows. All offer private 
bathroom with tub and shower and, 
some offer either two single beds or a 
queen-size bed.

F Inside Deluxe $4,045 pp 
G Inside Standard $3,495 pp
H Inside Economy $3,395 pp
I Inside Economy $2.895 pp
These staterooms feature a marvelous 
view of the river from beautiful floorto- 
ceiling bay windows. All offer private 
bathroom with tub and shower and, 
some offer either two single beds or a 
queen-size bed.
   

Inside Single Occupancy cabins are 
available beginning at $4,195. 
Port fees are $109pp and not included 
in the above fares.

Reservations 1.888.508.3401

333 S. Indian Canyon Dr., Ste. H
Palm Springs CA 92262
www.ps-uncommonjourneys.com
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ACCOMMODATIONS & FARES



TERMS & CONDITIONS
Please read carefully as cancellation penalties do apply. 

RESERVATION INFORMATION: Fares and Itineraries listed in this brochure are those in effect at time 
of printing. All prices listed are in US Dollars. Upon receipt of your deposit, either by phone or by mail, 
your reservation in confirmed. A 35% deposit of the Total Fare is required to confirm reservations 
aboard any tour or program. After 5 days, confirmed reservations without deposit will be automatically 
cancelled by our reservations system. Final Payment is due 90 days prior to the departure date and no 
later than 75 days prior to tour departure. Payment by American Express, VISA, MasterCard, Discover 
Card, or check is accepted. Your verbal authorization of the use of your credit card indicates your 
compliance with our booking terms and conditions and confirms your reservation whether or not you 
have actually signed the appropriate draft. Uncommon Journeys is not responsible for payment made 
to Travel Agents but not received by Uncommon Journeys. Bookings are subject to cancellation if 
deposit or final payment is not received by the due dates.

LATE BOOKINGS: Depending upon available space, bookings can be made up until three days prior 
to departure. Reservations which are made within 75 days of departure require payment in full at the 
time of booking.

CANCELLATION INFORMATION: Cancellation penalties do apply and for this reason trip cancellation 
insurance is recommended. Trip insurance is available at a modest cost and additional information 
may be obtained from your travel professional or the insurance carrier of your choice. We strongly 
suggest that you purchase travel insurance to cover 100% of your tour cost as there are no exceptions 
to the cancellation penalties. The following cancellation penalties apply should you have to cancel for 
any reason, including medical, once deposit has been made: Cancellations after deposit has been 
made but prior to final payment are subject to a $750.00 per person penalty: cancellations 60-75 days 
prior to departure are subject to a 40% penalty of the Total Fare: cancellations 30-59 days prior to 
sailing are subject to a 80% penalty of the Total Fare: cancellations 15-29 days prior to sailing are 
subject to 90% penalty of the Total Fare: cancellations 14 days or less are subject to a 100% penalty 
of the Total Fare. Given that the resale of canceled space will likely result in a lost opportunity to sell 
other space, these fees are due regardless of resale. Name changes and departure date changes are 
considered cancellations and are subject to cancellation fees. Cancellations must be submitted in 
writing either by letter or by fax and the cancellation will be processed only when this notification is 
received. Charges for cancellation will be based on the date which cancellation notice is received. 
Cancellation refunds are payable to passengers in the same manner in which deposit/final payment 
were made to Uncommon Journeys. Please allow from 2 - 4 weeks for Cancellation refunds to be 
processed. Refunds cannot be issued until cancellation requests, in writing, have been received.

ITINERARY CHANGES: Changing your itinerary after reservations have been made can result in loss 
of advantages gained by early planning. In addition, the results of last minute changes may be 
disappointing. All changes to travel itinerary once deposit has been made are subject to a $75.00 per 
person, per change administrative and handling fee. This includes, but is not limited to, date and 
itinerary changes on airline and rail tickets, name changes on documents, reissue and refund of rail or 
air tickets, et. al. Changes are not assessed for stateroom upgrades or for the addition of services, 
unless air reservations are altered and/or travel documents must be reissued.

ROOM SHARES: Uncommon Journeys/Train Holidays does not arrange for, nor accept room share 
requests.

UPGRADE POLICY: Uncommon Journeys and Train Holidays reserves the right to upgrade a guest or 
guests to more expensive category accommodations at no additional cost.

FARE/PORT CHARGES AND TAXES: Fares quoted in brochures are those in effect at the time of 
printing. If cost factors including airline costs, dictate the need for fare increases, Uncommon Journeys 
and Train Holidays may do so at any time prior to departure. Port taxes are neither discountable nor 
commissionable.

NOTE ABOUT TRAIN TRAVEL: Some Amtrak or VIA Rail schedules may require an overnight stay in 
various cities before and/or after tours. Any overnight hotel stays required due to train schedules are 
the responsibility and expense of the client, not Uncommon Journeys or Train Holidays. Please be 
advised that all train schedules are subject to availability and unless all sleeping car accommodation 
charges are paid at the time of deposit, availability cannot be guaranteed. We reserve the right to pass 
on to tour members any expenditure occasioned by delays or events beyond our control. In the event 
of a marked increase in tariff rates, costs are subject to revision.

TRIP INSURANCE INFORMATION: Cancellation insurance is available at modest cost from various 
insurance providers and is strongly & urgently recommended. Policies can be obtained that provide 
protection in the event of trip cancellation, pre-existing medical conditions, trip interruption, personal 
injury or damage to property. Uncommon Journeys/Train Holidays does not endorse any particular 
type of policy or company but does encourage all guests to consider the purchase of some type of 
travel insurance. We strongly suggest that you purchase travel insurance to cover 100% of your tour 
cost as there are no exceptions to the cancellation penalties.

Cancellation and trip interruption insurance is available through our company by 
Travelex. To speak to a representative about protecting your travel investment, please 
call 1.800.323.5893 and ask to speak with insurance services.

TICKETS & DOCUMENTS: Tickets and documents will be sent via UPS promptly 
upon receipt from the railway, airline, or cruise company but only after final payment. 
This is customarily 14 days prior to departure. Documents include: ship tickets, a 
complete itinerary, baggage tags, helpful hints, train or air tickets (when applicable) 
and shore excursion tickets (when applicable). 

PARTICIPATION ON TOUR: We reserve the right to refuse, to accept, or retain as a 
member of any tour any person whose deportment or condition impedes the progress, 
enjoyment, or operations of at any program or tour. In the event we exercise this 
action, Uncommon Journeys responsibility is limited only to refunding the unused tour 
services if a person is required to leave the tour. 

ALTERATION OF ITINERARIES: Because of the nature of the tour programs 
contained in this brochure, unplanned changes in allotted space may occur. In the 
unlikely event that this should happen, Uncommon Journeys reserves the right to 
make changes in routing, visits, and tour timings at any time. Whenever practical, we 
will advise guests of these changes before departure date. Uncommon Journeys shall 
not be liable to provide compensation of any type for such operational decisions.

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: All hotel accommodations are for run of the house 
standard rooms. Some rooms will be larger or smaller and some rooms may be better 
than others. The Hotel Management makes all room assignments and Uncommon 
Journeys/Train Holidays has no control over which room you will receive. If the listed 
hotel on an itinerary is unavailable due to space availability or other considerations, 
then we reserve the right to substitute hotel accommodations of a type that we have 
determined to be of a similar grade. If you have a specific request, we will ensure that 
this request is passed on to the Hotel Management, however, it may not always be 
possible to accommodate the request. Please note that it is standard policy in the US 
and in CANADA that hotel rooms are not available for check-in before 4pm.

TRAIN BAGGAGE: Luggage storage in the passenger cars is limited and as such, we 
recommend guests take only two pieces of carry-on luggage. Passengers will NOT 
have access to checked baggage while en route.

GRATUITIES: All hotel baggage and gratuities on included meals are covered in the 
package price. Driver/Guide, Host, Transfer driver, train station or pier Red Cap 
gratuities are not included.

RESPONSIBILITY: All train travel included or purchased in conjunction with this 
program is operated by VIA Rail Canada and/or Amtrak. We cannot and will not accept 
any responsibility for delays and/or operational disruptions due to VIA RAIL and/or 
Amtrak operations and decisions. All of our itineraries have been carefully chosen to 
minimize any potential problem operationally, but occasionally events beyond the 
control of VIA Rail and/or Amtrak do occur. Uncommon Journeys and Train Holidays 
does not assume any liability for loss of or damage to or delay of perishable items, 
medicine, oxygen, liquor, cash, credit or debit cards, jewelry, gold, silver or similar 
valuables. Uncommon Journeys and Train Holidays will not assume any liability for 
and loss or damage of luggage or carry-on baggage, and will not assume any respon-
sibility for loss, damage, or delay while baggage is in the custody contracted carriers. 
In addition, situations may arise which make it necessary for us to cancel, advance or 
postpone a scheduled departure, change itineraries or make substitutions involving 
hotels, restaurants, ports of call, other travel components, vessels or other modes of 
transportation. In that event, we do not assume responsibility or liability for any 
resulting losses, expenses, or inconvenience. We are not required to make refunds 
once travel commences regardless of the reason for passengers being unable to 
complete their travel. Please refer to the paragraph titled 'PARTICIPATION ON TOUR' 
for the only exception to this. No person, other than a representative of Uncommon 
Journeys or Train Holidays authorized by a document in writing issued by the 
Chairman, may vary, add or waive any term or condition set forth in the preceding 
provisions. Written notice of any claim against Uncommon Journeys or Train Holidays 
must be received no later than fourteen (14) days after the date that services were 
provided to a tour participant. All terms and conditions and schedules and rates are 
subject to change without notice.

PAYMENT OF YOUR DEPOSIT ON ANY TOUR OR PROGRAM INDICATES YOUR 
ACCEPTANCE OF THESE TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

Travelex Travel Insurance
The ultimate in travel protection and emergency travel assistance.
Travelex Plans Made Easy
Three great travel protection plans; Travel Basic for essential travel 
protection; Travel Select for the 'family friendly' plan; Travel Max for 
high-end luxury travel. One is just right for you!
For quotes online visit:  http://www.travelexinsurance.com/quote/
Or call Travelex at 1.800.228.9792
Be sure to reference location number 05-3557. 

LOCATION NUMBER
05-3557
COMPANY NAME DBA
TRAIN HOLIDAYS: D.B.A.,
UNCOMMON JOURNEYS,
PS-UNCOMMONJOURNEYS






Your Luggage 
Trip Cancellation and Interruption 
Emergency Medical Services
Travel Insurance & Delay Protection
Inclement Weather 
Pre-Existing Condition Waiver
24/7 Assistance While Traveling






Coverages are available that protect:


