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Press Release 

 

By Viet Pride 2013 

 

Hanoi, 10.07.2013 - Viet Pride to bring rainbow to the streets of Hanoi for the second time 

 

The Stonewall riot in 1969 sparked the celebration of Pride firstly in the US and gradually 

became a global phenomenon to symbolize the universality of human rights regardless of sexual 

orientation and gender identity. Pride is an event aiming to raise society’s awareness, to educate 

the public about diversity of sexuality and to empower the sexual minorities! In many countries, 

such as Sweden, Netherlands, Australia, Pride is an annual event that attracts millions of 

participants including politicians, activists, lesbian gay bisexual transgender (LGBT) people, 

allies and everyone who supports equal rights and humanity. 

 

The year 2012 in Vietnam marked the first historic gay pride festival in the country with long 

time taboo of homosexuality. For the first time ever, Vietnam saw the rainbow flag waving at its 

capital’s streets, bringing tears to the eyes of many Vietnamese LGBTs.  

 

Nevertheless, equality and dignity for gay people are yet to become a reality. Misunderstanding 

and social stigmas are still widespread. Insinuation, ridicule, parents’ disapproval, and 

humiliation are common experiences of gay people. In schools, families, offices, factories, gay 

people’s dignity and security are still compromised. There are still people, especially the young 

ones, living in fear of being disowned, being hated, being treated differently. 

 

Aiming to practically resolve these issues, Viet Pride 2013 is proud to provide scholarships, in 

the name of Strive with Pride scholarship program, to members of LGBT community in Vietnam 

at Viet Pride Opening Night 02/08/2013. The Strive with Pride scholarship program aims to 

assist disadvantaged LGBT youth to acquire vocational training, undergraduate education, or 

English enrichment. The scholarship hopes to serve as a source of pride and empowerment for 

those who are strained by circumstance. Up to date, Viet Pride 2013 has received donation 

making up 50,000,000 VND and will continue to raise this amount of fund to run the scholarship 

program in an annual basis.  

 

Another major component of Viet Pride 2013 is the Say Yes to Employment Equality Campaign 

that aims to explore the landscape of LGBT equality in business sector, including multinational 

and local corporations based in Vietnam. In the long run, Say Yes to Employment Equality 

Campaign serves to raise awareness about sexuality in office, create a safe and tolerant 

workplace environment for LGBT workers, and inform consumer’s buying decision. The 

campaign has received support from employers such as British Council, Oriflame, Goethe 

Institute et cetera. An overview of the campaign in 2013 will be reported at Viet Pride Opening 

Night.  

 

In the theme of Strive with Pride, Viet Pride 2013 event will also present to the public a series of 

LGBT films and talk-shows with guest speakers sharing about their experience going from 
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survivors of adversity to role models of inspiration. Maika Elan (World Press Photo award 

winner), Nguyen Ngoc Thach (author of several hot selling LGBT books), and Huynh Nguyen 

Dang Khoa (My Best Gay Friend sitcom) will also join the guest speaker board. And last, but 

definitely not least, the historic bicycle rally will be repeated at the conclusion of the 3-day 

event, followed by happy hours in the evening at Hanoi Social Club Café! 

 

Like Pride in other continents of the world, Viet Pride joins the global call to end prejudice, 

discrimination, shame and invisibility on the grounds of sexual orientation and gender identity. It 

forges the truth that every human is born free and equal, and to love someone is never a criminal 

act, a religious sin, a medical illness, or a social evil. 

 

Viet Pride 2013 – Strive with Pride is scheduled to take place from 2
nd

 to 4
th

 of August in Hanoi. 

Indoor activities are hosted by Goethe Institute as main co-organizing partner of Viet Pride 2013. 

More information at: 

 

Website: www.vietpride.info | Facebook: Viet Pride 2013 

Email: vietgaypride@gmail.com  

Mobile: 0902 694 724 

 

 


