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MAY 2015 
	 It isn’t the farm that makes the farmer, it’s the love, hard work and character


New Additions  
April was a big month for new animals on the farm! First came 
the sheep and a livestock guard dog, the next day came 20 
Devon cattle. They are all doing great on the farm and all look 
healthy! Luckily, the chickens have grown healthily and have 
moved from the nursery into the larger coop. In three weeks, 
they will be able to forage around the farm. shh… don’t tell 
the hawks. This past week, we received 180 ducklings. They 
are fun to watch waddle their way around the nursery. These ducklings will begin to 
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One of our Devon 
steers. 
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lay delicious eggs in 6 
months. It is such an 
experience to raise baby 
birds! 

Along with baby ducklings 
and chickens, two of our 
mama cows have very 
recently given birth to 
calves. There are a few more 
coming any day now!! We 
also have recently had baby lambs be born! 

The first lamb was born the day the 
sheep arrived to the farm. 

Why The Fence 
Many have noticed our extra large fence on 
Sheppard Lane.  Some have speculated its in 
anticipation of the reintroduction of 
dinosaurs due to cloning, others have 
suggested buffalo, and still others have 
suspected we really treasure our privacy. The 
reason for the fence is to restore the 
understory to the 40 acres of woods on 
the property which requires the 
property to be deer free.  Deer are the largest pest in our area right now.  In the 
15th century, it is estimated there were under 100,000 deer in what is now the 
continental United States.  Today there are over 3 million deer as their natural 
predator, the wolf, has been nearly eliminated.  Over the past 100 years the deer 
population has skyrocketed.  The deer have eaten their favorite foods, our natural 
wooded under story, into near extinction, and what you see in most of Clarksville 
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New born baby calf
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in the wooded sections under trees are thorns and ugly brush that deer do not like 
to eat.  For example, you would be hard pressed to find a 15 year old oak tree in 
Clarksville that has grown naturally.  Reason being — deer love oak trees.  As soon 
as they are a few months old, deer chew them right down to nothing.  

On our farm, we want to restore the understory.  We plan to have the thorny 
underbrush eaten by our lowest paid farm labor, the goats, and then work on 
growing better plants in the forest.  To do that, we need to keep the deer out 
with the fence.  It’s not the prettiest fence in town, but as the posts get darker 
we hope it will become less noticeable.

Be sure to like us on Facebook @ Mary’s Land Farm and join our mailing list online! 
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