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John Deely (2003)

Floyd Merrell (2004)
Michael H. G. Hoffmann and Wolff-Michael Roth (2005)

Charbel Niño El-Hani, João Queiroz and Claus Emmeche (2006)
Robert E. Innis (2007)

Yunhee Lee (2008)
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The Mouton d’Or Award

This annual prize was established by Mouton de Gruyter, on the 
recommendation of the Editor-in-Chief of Semiotica in 1980, to recognize the 
single article judged best within the five volumes published during the preceding 
calendar year. Prizes are awarded on the recommendation of a three-person 
international jury of peers, appointed (except initially) for staggered three-year 
terms. Members serve independently of both the editorial staff and the 
publisher’s employees. The prize consists of a three-year free subscription to 
Semiotica.

Year Winner Jury

1987 Geneviève Calbris (France)
‘Geste et motivation’ 

Vilmos Voigt, Chair
Paul Bouissac
Yoshihiko Ikegami

1988 Klaus Fischer (West Germany)
‘The functional architecture of adaptive cognitive 
systems with limited capacity’ 

Paul Bouissac, Chair
Yoshihiko Ikegami 
Jørgen Dines Johansen 

1989 W. C. Watt (U.S.A.) 
‘The Ras Shamra Matrix’

Yoshihiko Ikegami, Chair
Jørgen Dines Johansen
You-zheng Li

1990 Dan Nesher (Israel)
‘Understanding sign semiosis as cognition 
and as self-conscious process: A reconstruction of 
some basic conceptions 
in Peirce’s semiotics’ 

You-zheng Li, Chair 
Joëlle Réthoré 
Beatriz Garza Cuarón 

1991 Claus Emmeche and Jesper Hoffmeyer (Denmark)
‘From language to nature: The semiotic 
metaphor in biology’

Joëlle Réthoré, Chair 
Beatriz Garza Cuarón
Pertti Ahonen 

1992 Marike Finlay and Brian Robertson (Canada)
‘Ideal speech situation vs. particular pragmatics of 
situation: The microcosm 
of psychoanalytic discourse’ 

Beatriz Garza Cuarón, Chair
Pertti Ahonen 
Mariana Net 

1993 Sungdo Kim (Korea) 
‘La mythologie saussurienne: Une 
nouvelle vision sémiologique?’ 

Pertti Ahonen, Chair 
Mariana Net 
Pierre Pellegrino 

1994 Ann Rigney (The Netherlands)
‘Fame and defamation: Toward a 
socio-pragmatics’ 

Mariana Net, Chair
Pierre Pellegrino 
W. C. Watt

1995 Isabelle Guaïtella (France)
‘Mélodie du geste, mimique vocale’ 

Pierre Pellegrino, Chair 
W. C. Watt 
Lisa Block de Behar 

1996 Keith Sawyer (U.S.A.) W. C. Watt, Chair 



‘The semiotics of improvisation: The pragmatics  
of musical and visual performance’ 

Lisa Block de Behar
Sandra Schillemans 

1997 Richard J. Parmentier (U.S.A.) 
The Pragmatic Semiotics of Cultures  
(Special Issue)

Lisa Block de Behar, Chair 
Susan Petrilli
Jean Guy Meunier 

1998 T. L. Short (U.S.A.)
‘What’s the use?’

Susan Petrilli, Chair 
Jean Guy Meunier 
Jan van der Lubbe

1999 Jørgen Dines Johansen (Denmark)
‘A diagrammatic modeling of semiosis’

Jean Guy Meunier, Chair 
Jan van der Lubbe
Peeter Torop 

2000 Priscila Farias and João Queiroz (Brazil) 
‘Notes for a dynamic diagram of Charles 
Peirce’s classifications of signs’

Jan van der Lubbe, Chair 
Peeter Torop 
Paul Cobley

2001 Harvey Wheeler (U.S.A.)
‘The semiosis of Francis Bacon’s scientific 
empiricism’ 

Peeter Torop, Chair
Paul Cobley 
Frederik Stjernfelt

2002 Erkki Kilpinen (Finland)
‘A neglected classic vindicated: The place of 
George Herbert Mead in the general tradition 
of semiotics’

Paul Cobley, Chair 
Frederik Stjernfelt 
Lucia Santaella 

2003 John Deely (U.S.A.)
‘The word “semiotics”: Formation and origins’ 

Frederik Stjernfelt, Chair 
Lucia Santaella 
Frank Nuessel 

2004 Floyd Merrell (U.S.A.)
‘Abduction is never alone’ 

Lucia Santaella, Chair 
Frank Nuessel 
Kalevi Kull 

2005 Michael H. G. Hoffmann (U.S.A) and Wolff-Michael 
Roth (Canada)
‘What you should know to survive in knowledge 
societies: On a semiotic understanding of 
“knowledge” ’

Frank Nuessel, Chair
Kalevi Kull
Dinda L. Gorlée 

2006 Charbel Niño El-Hani, João Queiroz (Brazil),
Claus Emmeche (Denmark)
‘A semiotic analysis of the genetic information 
system’

Kalevi Kull, Chair
Dinda L. Gorlée
Myrdene Anderson 

2007 Robert E. Innis (U.S.A.)
‘The making of the literary symbol: Taking note 
of Langer’ 

Dinda L. Gorlée, Chair
Myrdene Anderson 
Augusto Ponzio 

2008 Yunhee Lee (Republic of Korea)
‘Symbols in dialogical structure of semiotics’ 

Myrdene Anderson, Chair 
Augusto Ponzio 
Frederik Stjernfelt

2009 Georgij Yu. Somov (Russia) 
‘Metonymy and its manifestation in visual artworks: 
Frederik Stjernfelt
Case study of late paintings by Bruegel the Elder’

Augusto Ponzio, Chair
Frederik Stjernfelt
Sabrina Mazzali-Lurati

2010 Doron Cohen, Geoffrey Beattie and Heather Frederik Stjernfelt, Chair 



Shovelton (United Kingdom)
‘Nonverbal indicators of deception: How iconic 
gestures reveal thoughts that cannot be suppressed’ 

Sabrina Mazzali-Lurati 
Paul Cobley 

2011 Winfried  Nöth (Germany)
‘Self-referential postmodernity'

Sabrina Mazzali-Lurati, Chair
Paul Cobley 
Prisca Augustyn


