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Introduction 
The following brief presents 
demographic data relevant to 
the Hispanic/Latino 
population in Minnesota, 
based on 2005 Census 
estimates and other reports, 
with the purpose to update 
previous demographic 
information produced by 
CLAC. The brief oversees 
general data in areas such as 
population, employment, 
education, and immigration 
among others.   

 

The Hispanic/Latino 
population will continue to 
increase in the next 
decades 
The Hispanic/Latino 
population continues to 
increase in Minnesota, 
although not at the same 
pace than during the 1990-
2000 decade. During that 
decade, the Hispanic/Latino 
population increased by 166 
percent; or from 
approximately 54,000 
persons in 1990 to over 
143,000 in 20001 mainly due 
to an expansion of the state’s 
economy and labor demands 
in the agriculture and meat 
packing industries, and the 
service sector. In 2005 the 
Latino population was 
estimated to be 186,912 -up 
29 percent since 2000.2 

 

As of year 2005, the Hispanic 
residents made up 3.6 
percent of the population, 
compared to 14.8 percent in 
the U.S. The Latino 
population in the state is 
projected to rise to 6 percent 
in 2030.3 

According to the State 
Demographic Center, the 
non-white and Latino 
populations are projected to 
grow faster than the white 
population. The same source 
indicates that the gains 
among minority groups are 
caused by higher rates of in-
migration, higher birth rates, 
and a young age 
composition. 

The white population will 
increase 11 percent in the 
period 2000-2015, whereas  

 
the Hispanic/Latino 
population will increase 98 
percent, Asians 69 percent, 
and Blacks 64 percent. 

 

Areas of Residence 
Based on 2005 Census 
estimates, the State 
Demographic Center 
indicates that the major 
concentration of the 
Hispanic/Latino population is 
located in the metropolitan 
area. Hennepin County has 
about one-third of the total 
Hispanic origin population 
(see Figure 1).  

The highest proportions of 
Latino in Greater Minnesota 
are located in central, 
southwest, and southeast 
Minnesota counties: 
Watonwan (17.9 percent, 

Figure 1. 2005 Minnesota Latino estimates. U.S. Census Bureau. 
County* Population 

Estimates 
Percentage 

county total 
population 

Percentage 
total Latino 
population 

Anoka  7,879 2.4 4.2 
Carver  2,844 3.4 1.5 
Dakota  15,272 4 8.2 
Freeborn  2,025 6.4 1.1 
Hennepin  61,969 5.5 33.2 
Kandiyohi  3,531 8.6 1.9 
Mower  2,605 6.7 1.4 
Nobles  2,988 14.6 1.6 
Olmsted  3,736 2.8 2 
Ramsey  29,535 6 15.8 
Rice  4,261 7 2.3 
Scott  4,237 3.5 2.3 
Stearns  2,485 1.7 1.3 
Washington  5,687 2.6 3 
Watonwan  2,009 17.9 1.1 
Source: Minnesota State Demographic Center  
*Counties with a population of more than 2,000 
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primarily in the city of St. 
James), Nobles (14.6 
percent, mainly in 
Worthington) and Kandiyohi 
(8.6 percent, principally in 
Willmar).4 In some rural 
counties, international 
immigrants, among them 
Latinos, have contributed to 
slowing population declines 
and their children have added 
to school enrollments.5 

 

Immigration Numbers 
Regarding immigration 
characteristics, according to 
the 2005 American 
Community Survey6 from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, 6.3 
percent of Minnesotan 
population is foreign born 
compared to 12.4 percent in 
the nation.  

The foreign born population 
with Latin American origins 
accounts for 27 percent. 
Residents of Asian and 
European origins represent 
40.2 percent and 13.6 
percent respectively.  

It is difficult to ascertain an 
accurate number of 
undocumented immigrants 
from Latin America. A report 
released by the Pew Hispanic 
Center in 2006 estimated that 
the number of undocumented 
workers in Minnesota could 
be between 75,000 and 
100,000, but the estimate 
was questioned by the State 
Demographic Center 
indicating that it could be one 
third of that number. A study 
by HACER in 2000 calculated 
that there were at least 
18,000 and probably as many 
as 48,000 undocumented 
workers laboring in selected 
industries in Minnesota.7  

 

 

Diverse National Origins 
According to the 2005 
American Community 
Survey, based on the race or 
ethnicity with which Latinos 
most closely identify, it is 
estimated that 71 percent of 
the Latino population is of 
Mexican origin; 8.2 percent 
Central American; 6 percent 
South American; 4.7 percent 
Puerto Rican; 1.5 percent 
Cuban, 0.5 percent 
Dominican, and 7.9 percent 
of other Latino or Hispanic 
origin (see Figure 2). 

Growing youth  
Nonwhites and Latinos are 
younger than white 
Minnesotans, and the trend 
will likely continue in the 
future. As of 2005, Census 
data estimate that almost 40 
percent of the 
nonwhite/Latino population is 
under age 20, compared to 
only 25 percent of the white, 
not Latino population. 
Twenty-seven percent of 
white, not Latino 
Minnesotans are between the 
ages of 45 and 64, compared 
to only 14 percent of the 
minority population.8 

 

 

 

Higher enrollment in public 
schools  
A report about Latino 
students in public schools, 
commissioned by CLAC to 
the Center for Rural Policy 
and Development indicates 
that while overall enrollment 
numbers in the state have 
declined approximately 3 
percent in the period 2001-
2005, Latino enrollment grew 
by more than 38 percent.9 

According to the State 
Demographic Center, by the 
fall of 2004-2005, minority 
students accounted for 20.7 
percent of all public school 
students, up from 17.1 
percent in the fall of 2000-
2001.10 

Data from the Minnesota 
Department of Education 
cited by the Demographic 
Center indicates that high 
school graduates, like 
currently enrolled students, 
are becoming more diverse. 
The number of white 
graduates grew 0.1 percent; 
the number of nonwhite and 
Latino graduates increased 
30 percent. 

According to the State 
Demographic Center, 
although the number of 
nonwhite and Latino high 

Figure 2. Origin of Hispanic/Latino population: 2005  

  Estimate Percent 
Total: 4,989,848  

Not Hispanic or Latino 4,807,889 96 
Hispanic or Latino: 181,959 3.6 

Mexican 129,301 71 
Puerto Rican 8,659 4.7 
Cuban 2,675 1.5 
Dominican (Dominican Republic) 845 0.5 
Central American 15,057 8.27 
South American 11,020 6 
Other Hispanic or Latino 14,402 7.9 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005 American Community Survey 
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annual payroll. This 
represents a 10 percent 
change in firms from 1997, 
and 18 percent in sales and 
receipts from the same 
year.17 

Income  
Based on the American 
Country Survey, the State 
Demographic Center 
indicates that the median 
household income for Latinos 
was $35,492, compared to 
white and Asian households 
which earned a median 
income of $53,792 and 
$53,916 respectively. 

 

The Hispanic/Latino 
population is more likely to 
be uninsured than other 
minority groups 
According to the Minnesota 
Department of Health, health 
insurance rates of uninsured 
vary widely across racial and 
ethnic groups.18 The study 
indicates that all racial and 
ethnic groups except Asians 
experienced significantly 
higher rates of uninsurance 
compared to whites in 2001 
and 2004.  African 
Americans, American- 
Indians, and Hispanic/Latinos 
were up to five times less 
likely to be insured as 
compared to whites. As 
compared to 2001 rates, 
2004 rates indicate 
statistically significant 
increases in uninsured rates 
for Hispanic and white 
populations.  

While 6 percent of white 
persons were not insured, 
12.8 percent of African 
American; 9.8 percent of 
Asian, 21 percent of Native 
American, and 34.2 percent 
of Hispanics were uninsured. 
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