Variations on a
Natural Theme

A Loon Year

Hugh Hennedy

[lustrations by Jan Mercuri Grossman

HOBBLEBUSH BOOKS
Brookline, New Hampshire



Copyright © 2008 by Hugh Hennedy
Mlustrations © 2008 by Jan Mercuri Grossman

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written
permission from the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews.

Composed in Arno Pro at Hobblebush Books,
Brookline, New Hampshire

Printed in the United States of America

ISBN 978-0-9801672-1-4
Library of Congress Control Number: 2008922760

Published by:

HOBBLEBUSH BOOKS

17-A Old Milford Road
Brookline, New Hampshire 03033

www.hobblebush.com

Acknowledgment is due to the editor and publisher of Tar River Poetry, where four of these poems
appeared, some in slightly different form, for the first time. Twelve of these poems, some in slightly different
form, have been previously published in Halcyon Time (Durham, NH: Oyster River Press, 1993).



SeptemberAnniversary

ALL sparkle

eider loon waves seaweed
leaves of rosa rugosa

and withered hips

In the distance spray

and the ocean beyond it

yearling gull in the air

brown car on the road

even maybe remaining blackbirds




Ludwigs Day

AMID the sparkling the loon rides and twitches
Amid such sparkling would you not twitch
Even if you did not itch with genius

~29~



After Her Birthday

RISING too brilliant for sustained
Encounter the haloed ball

Of the sun lights and polishes
The wet sand of the beach

Off which the shadowy loon
Dives into darkness and comes
Back up swimming away from

The haloed ball of the sun




Smooth Water

AND three loons in fog
AndTin my car
This April morning

Three loons and I
In fog this day




