
Ken Brown’s 
A  Drill 

& 
A Dream:

A special look at wine bottles.



A while after I was incurably-
infected with a love for hand-
lettering in college, it became 
my dream, for over 30 years, to 
see my Calligraphy in beautiful 
crystal and other surfaces. A 
chance meeting with Dr. Lew 
Jensen in 1992 lit the fire under 
the dream and it soon became a 
reality.  Thanks to you Dr. Lew!



First....

Q:  Know how old you’ll 
be when you learn to do 
this?

A:  The same age you’ll be 
if you don’t!



Hi.....
I’m Ken Brown.  The 
following is to help you 
see and understand the 
process of hand-
engraving Calligraphy 
on various items.  I’ll 
give you a bit of 
information about 
each.   Engraving this 
way produce a great 
income and YOU CAN 
learn it!  



My workspace.  The engraving table is 3’ x 8’ and 
raised on the back side about an inch,  giving it a 
slight tilt.  I use a professional drafting stool, height-
adjustable, to keep me at a comfortable level.



Typical wine bottle engraving job for customers who 
come to my studio.  I get $4. per word and $12. for 
adding color.  Average bottle has 8 words and takes 
about 10 minutes or less.  I use a #4 & #6 round 
carbide for most bottles.



Engraved for a local winemaker who hosts a dinner 
once monthly to educate his customers about wine.  
This was a gratis job to promote what I do.



NOTE:  The following slides 
show the strokes and the 

letters they make.  

You do them free-hand.

No templates.  Free-hand.



Some of my alphabet.....  Letters have thick 
and thin parts.  Letters are made from 

repeated strokes that are common to other 
letters.  Naturally pretty handwriting or 

Calligraphy experience are NOT required to 
learn this.



The c is one continuous stroke...almost an 
oval.  The d has two strokes....one IS an oval.  
The e is almost an oval with one other small 

stroke.  When multiple strokes are put 
together properly,  you get pretty, 

finished letters.



The f has 3 strokes.  The g has two and one is 
the same oval used in the a and d.



Notice the oval in all these letters....and the 
consistent thicks and thins.



The stroke on the left is in all 3 letters.  
Same stroke.  No difference.



The stroke on the left appears in both the t 
and the d.



See the stroke on the left in each of 
these letters?



I ALWAYS use the PRESTO handpiece. 
I often use the #4 round carbide as I did here. 

The entire lower case alphabet is made from 
only a few easy strokes used over and over.



EARLY KEN BROWN  WORK



This was back when I had hair and an 
unquenchable thirst to learn hand-lettering.  
Here, in 1970, I’m brush-lettering a big 
wooden sign.  



This is about 4 B.C.  Before Copperplate!



My book for learning this style of Calligraphy.



PRESTO with 
inverted cone bur.

All lettering on flat glass 
with this versatile bur.  



WINE ENGRAVING EVENTS



Engraving at MARKET STREET.  Customers will follow 
you.  And take your business card.  And come to you 
for more work after the events.  Efforts multiplied!



WINE 2000 BUCKS
 

Rare bottle.  Rare occurance.  A MARKET 
STREET bottle valued at $2000!



This was another MARKET STREET event in my 
home town.  We did over 175 bottles at this one.



The customer made such a happy fuss, 
I got a photo. 



Amarillo, TX, and an amazing 2 days!



CREATIVE DESIGNS 



The MEEKER bottles have actual handprints in 
acrylic paint on their bottles.  Each is one-of-a-

kind.  I love to engrave them!



The finished 
work makes a 
stunning gift!  

Adding the color 
to the lettering 

is a major 
challenge but 

worth the effort 
every time.



To my eye guy.  

He must have 
opened it, and 
consumed the 
contents without 
reading the 
bottle.  He never 
acknowledged it.    

Maybe he can’t 
see well.



A bottle for my barber at Christmas.  Guess 
what.  He kept it at his station for a MONTH! 



Keep a circle template in your tool kit. 



BEDTIME  TOAST
Tummy to tummy,
Toes upon toes.

Let’s toast this occasion
Before sweet repose.
Skyrockets in flight,

Intense, sheer delight,
Then fanny to fanny

The rest of the night.
              -Ken Brown

                                     ©2009



Rest of the one 
shown earlier.  
Wine is about 6 
bucks.  

Engraving adds 
much to the 
‘value’ as a gift.  

Most people will 
never open their 
bottle.  I say 
drink the wine 
and save the 
bottle!



One customer.  One dinner party.  
One engraver.  Four happy guests.



A wedding gift. 

Engraving on the 
back of a bottle 

of CROWN 
ROYAL.  

NOT for 
drinking with a 

moon pie.

That’s Royal 
Crown!



For the new 
bride and 
groom.  

The second one 
was saved for a 
gift on their first 

anniversary.  

Clever idea.  
Hope the 

marriage lasted 
that long.



Largest single wine bottle job.  So far.  One 
hundred cases, 1200 bottles.  They’re all on 

the table.  A two-name lawfirm was engraved 
on each.  $10. per bottle.  Twelve grand.  

Two weeks.



ART,  CALLIGRAPHY,  SANDBLASTING



A 6 liter bottle as a 
wedding gift.

My calligraphy was 
sandblasted above and 
below the gold box.



Calligraphy with pen and ink, scanned & blasted.



Portion above the gold box on front.



Entire bottle was 
sandblasted.

As purchased, only 
that in the gold 
box was blasted.  
NO paper labels 

on this one.

Words I penned in 
ink were added for 

my customer’s 
wedding gift.



Our dogs that 
Gail drew in pen 
and ink on paper 

for blasting 
stencil to be 

made.

 The bottle was 
for live auction.  

It went for $800.  



Gail is adding 
gold highlights to 
the dogs’ hair on 
the wine bottle 

after the 
sandblasting 

process.



The brush is so fine, it has only a few hairs.  
She’s using Liquid Gold as the paint.



The image on 
the right is how 
it looks before 
Gail adds the 
gold highlights.  
Her signature 

was blasted with 
the dogs.



MISC PROJECTS



Canldlesticks for a 
50th anniversary.



Magnifying glass.
Gifts for BAYLOR HOSPITALS 

in Dallas, TX.



Fragrance bottle for a 
clever guy.  From one.



A simple wine glass becomes special when 
personalized.  



STUDENTS & THEIR WORK



An Estee Lauder compact from a student, Karen, 
in New Jersey.



A happy Vermont student with her just-finished 
wine bottle in the Seminar.



This work was 
done by a 
student in 

Arizona just a 
few days after 
attending our 
Professional 

Seminar in 2008.



Diane is a Ken Brown Certified Engraver in a 
small Oklahoma town.  She’s southpaw and one 
of my most successful students in the history 

of my teaching.



Another student’s wine bottle in progress 
during a Professional Seminar.



Bob was in our 
first Seminar.  

This is his bottle 
just after the 

Seminar ended.  
Remarkable 

work! 



A chapter in the 
Student Manual.



A WORD ABOUT OUR CLASSES.



Students do learn in our Seminars.  YOU can too.
REDUCED SUMMER RATES

Classes as posted on kenbrown.com....$1499.
Eighth student enrolling gets the class fee 

refunded first day of Class.
Class limited to 8 students.



Seminar details at
kenbrown.com

Call to enroll at
214.250.6958

Visa, MC, Discover, Amex

BLOG
kenbrowncalligraphy.com



Made on a Mac
by Ken Brown


