
RICK AND KAEL moved to Jamestown about thirty years ago.  
They raised their, now grown, children there and became active 
community members.  Kael works as school administrative 
assistant and volunteered on the EMS team with the Jamestown 
Volunteer Fire Dept.  Rick works in maintenance and would 
lend a helping hand to his neighbors when needed and enjoyed 
playing his guitar in his community band.  
Over the last 30 years of owning their 
home in Jamestown, Rick spent countless 
weekends maintaining his family’s home, 
making improvements to the home and 
yard. Kael enjoyed working in the yard, 
hiking,  and her walks to the post office 
and chatting with her neighbors.  They 
would meet up at the local café in town to 
have breakfast on the weekends to catch 
up with their community.  This couple 
forged relationships that went beyond just 
being good neighbors and came to see the 
community of Jamestown and its residents 
as family. 

In the fall of 2013, their town and home 
suffered devastating flood damage.  As the 
rain came down, the river that ran through 
the town destroyed roads and homes, 
including Rick and Kael’s beloved family home.  During those 
first few hours of the flood,  Kael concentrated on helping  set up 
the evacuation shelter at the local school to help their neighbors. 
They assisted the community members in making sure their 
immediate needs were met, organizing food, supplies and even 
making sure everyone was accounted for during those first few 
hours of the disaster. As the days went on and the rain continued 
and the mudslides began to create more problems for the town, 
a mandatory evacuation was placed on the town, forcing the 
residents of Jamestown to leave. Rick and Kael, along with many 
of their friends and neighbors were air lifted by the National 
Guard away from Jamestown. They left their family home behind 
flooded and full of mud.   

In the weeks after the flood, Rick and Kael returned to their 
home to learn first hand the devastation of the flood; doors 
where no longer functional, walls, cabinets, appliance caked in 
mud and their belongings destroyed.  FEMA had deemed their 
home a complete loss – leaving them stricken with sadness and 

uncertainty on how to rebuild, and on top 
of all that they were homeless.  They stayed 
with family and friends for the first few 
weeks and then finally settling into a trailer 
in Boulder, away from the town and friends 
they love so deeply.  Four months later, while 
coping with the loss of their family home,  
they lost their son to cancer – too young and 
too soon.  

Since that fall, Rick and Kael have 
experienced extreme loss.  And since then, 
they have resided in Boulder, hoping to 
somehow rebuild on the property and in 
the town they call home.  Flatirons Habitat 
for Humanity partnered with the town of 
Jamestown to offer residents, who qualified, 
an opportunity to rebuild their home.  This 
news was just what Rick and Kael needed to 
find a sense of hope among the madness of 

losing their home.   They signed up and qualified for Flatirons 
Habitat for Humanity’s Critical Home Repair/Rebuild program 
for flood victims.  With the help of disaster and corporate 
funding, they will soon receive a new home on the same lot of 
their previous home. And best of all will live in the town they 
have come to love, surrounded by their Jamestown family.  

When you ask Rick what is looking forward to the most, he says 
being home – back in Jamestown. And Kael looks forward to 
taking a walk down the street, waving to her neighbors, casually 
having conversations with them again and hosting back yard 
parties in the summer. 
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Flatirons Habitat for Humanity does not discriminate against any applicant because of age, race, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, handicap, familial status or national origin. Flatirons Habitat for Humanity is an Equal Housing Opportunity 
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One family’s story of losing their 
home after the 2013 Flood and 
how they are rebuilding with the 
help of Flatirons Habitat! 


