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Decision making

4 March, 2014

Two surveys were conducted in 2013 to provide School Council with
feedback on where the community would like to see the fundraising
money spent. Parents, students and teachers completed the surveys. The first survey for the year was completed in March and the
results published in Bellnews. The Finance Committee and School
Council used this information when deciding where to spend the
2012 funds. This second survey was open for the first 4 weeks of
term 4 and was available in hard copy and as an online survey.

From the Principal’s Desk:
School Council News
We would like to thank Mikl Longstaff, Kimberley Magain and Annette McShane for their contribution to the school during their time
on School Council.

The Finance Committee and School Council used this information to
decide on the priority spending list for the 2013 funds. The lists are
reviewed at every monthly Finance meeting.

We received sufficient nominations for the parent positions.

Parent Members

DEECD Members

School Council for
2014-2015

The Annual GenKellie Soule
eral Meeting will
Andrew Vincent
Cresten Pearce
be held on
Glen Dunstone
Wednesday, March
Brendan O’Reilly
Marg Sneddon
26th at 6.30pm.
The Annual Report
Marty Pike
will be presented
Shelley Baulch
Rod Bennett
and Andrew WilAndrew Wilson
liamson will provide an update on our ICT project. All members of the community
are invited.

The Fundraising survey is completed on an annual basis at the beginning of term 4 as the year draws to a close and the next years
budgets are drawn up.
School Council decided that part of 2013 Fundraising funds and the
income from the Farmers Markets will cover the cost of the artificial
turf that has been installed. The balance of the 2013 Fundraising
money will go towards the shade sail on the north side of the Learning Centre. The shade sail will be installed shortly. The balance remaining after the shade sail has been paid for is $4950.16. School
Council is yet to decide how the remaining funds will be allocated
and the survey results will be used to make the decision.
( This information was first published in November, 2013).

At our previous School Council meeting on February 19th the motion was passed that all school events where students are present
will be alcohol free ( in line with DEECD policy).

Cresten Pearce,
Principal

The first meeting of the new School Council will be held directly
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Preps Size up
our Leaves.
Last week in Maths, Preps practiced
describing and comparing the lengths
of objects by using words such as big,
bigger, biggest, tall, taller, tallest,
short, shorter, shortest and small,
smaller, smallest.
We started off outside in the yard
and began finding leaves of all different lengths.
We then organised our leaves in order from tallest to shortest, or shortest to tallest.
Check out some of the ways we sorted our leaves!
This week 1/2LT completed a shared
writing activity where students wrote
their own version of Oliver Jeffer’s
book ‘Stuck,’ with a partner. Each pair
worked together to write their story
using one piece of paper and one pencil. Each partner had approximately
one to two minutes to write part of
the story before changing to their
partner and then back again, and so
on. Whilst one partner was writing,
the other partner assisted with
spelling and the expansion of plot ideas. Students produced some amazing
and detailed pieces of writing in this
session! Ask your child to tell you
about what happened in their interesting story!
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Advice from DEECD
Personal property is often brought to school by students, staff and visitors. This can include mobile phones, calculators, toys, sporting
equipment and cars parked on school premises. As the Department does not hold insurance for personal property brought to schools
and has no capacity to pay for any loss or damage to such property students, staff and visitors should be discouraged from bringing any
unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.
Parents/guardians of students, who do not have student accident insurance, are responsible for paying the cost of medical treatment
for injured students, including the cost of ambulance attendance/transport and any other transport costs; and parents/guardians can
purchase insurance policies from commercial insurers.
We have now started a Poppy
club in the art room from 1:40
– 2:20. What does the Poppy
club entail you ask? Students
will be knitting poppies and
making felt poppies for our
school ANZAC memorial. In
addition to our school memorial, the Poppies will eventually be sent to the 5,000 Poppies
project where they will be
exhibited along with many
others at Federation Square in
2015.

will be open to Prep – Year 2. If
anyone has any red, black or green
felt and/or wool they would like to
donate it would be much appreciated! For those parents who are
interested in helping with the club,
please pop in after school to arrange the details.
Gill, Kellie and myself are looking
forward to working with the children on this meaningful project.
- Chelsea

To start with, the Poppy Club
will be open to students in Years 3 – 6 and later in the term it

My Anzacs Rule.
Inspired by our literacy text ‘A Rose for the ANZAC Boys’, this week the students of 5/6
had a small taste of the ANZAC life.
We tried some ‘traditional’ ANZAC grub: corned beef, dry biscuits and jam (although a few
students were more than happy to trade their corned beef rations!). It was all washed down
with a cup of warm cocoa, expertly prepared by our own in-house chef!
We also had a chance to test our luck in a game of ‘two-up’ (of course, no real currency used!).
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We've started writing in Prep and we have some very brave and confident writers on our hands. The Preps have been writing about
our specialist teachers and they seem to be very popular!

Teaching and Learning: Shared Reading
This year students are engaging in a Shared Reading of the ANZAC
text that has been chosen for their grade level. All students have a
copy of the text in front of them and can engage in the processes
as they follow the text with their teacher. This provides an opportunity for the teacher to model the reading
whilst engaging in the ‘thinking process’ as
Reading is Thinking. Students engage in accountable talk about key understandings
within the text and use different graphic organisers, such as character maps and mind
maps, notes and sketches to ‘hold on to their
thinking’. Students are also expected to be
able to go beyond the text, by using their
accumulated knowledge about the text to
predict and problem solve new scenarios. In
working together on a text the students will
also learn ‘about the text,’ including the way
that the author has included details and descriptions to assist the reader in being able to visualise the setting,
empathise with the characters and form their opinion about the
purpose or message that the author is imparting. Students will be
challenged in their discussions about their understandings and will
be able to use the ‘text’ to skim and scan and look for evidence to
back up their thinking.

line or setting text – to – text connections, and to the world –
world to self connections that often relate to their own world
knowledge or experiences.
Encourage your children to have a conversation with you about
their ‘Shared Text’. The following texts have been chosen for children to study in order to be able to respond to literature as documented in our AUSVELS assessment guidelines.
Grade One / Two – Simpson and His Donkey –
Mark Greenwood, Frane Lessac – Picture Story
book category, Honour Book in the Children’s
Book Council of Australia.
Grade Three / Four – Simpson’s Donkey – Peter
Stanley – historian – recipient of the May Gibb’s
Children’s Literature Foundation fellowship. The
story takes us on a journey around the countries
of the Mediterranean during the First World
War. The most famous donkey in history, who
we know very little about, he appears in history
for a few weeks and then disappears. A delightful story narrated by
the donkey.
Grade Five / Six - A Rose For The Anzac Boys – Honour Book in the
Children’s Book Council of Australia - Jackie French. Jackie French
is the Australian National Children’s Laureate for 2014 and 2015
She is also an historian, ecologist, dyslexic, and a passionate worker for literacy, the right of all children to be able to read, and the
power of books.

As a whole class text the students understand the exciting challenges ahead of them and are encouraged to extend their thinking
Marg Sneddon
as they make links to themselves – text to self connections, to other texts (including book and movie) that may have a similar story
Assistant Principal – Teaching and Learning
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Our lives are becoming more intertwined
with technology. Mobile devices, wearable
technologies, internet connected devices
in the home, social networks and web
commerce are all becoming integral to the
way we work, rest and play. The World
Wide Web is only 30 years old. What will it
and other technologies look like when our
children are 30? Information, Communication and Technology (ICT) is now more
than ever essential to the learning experience of students. When technology is
used in a rich and meaningful manner, it
brings an element of authenticity to the
learning experience.
Edmodo is an example of a tool where the
students are able to work collaboratively in
an authentic online learning environment. Edmodo is an online networking
application for teachers and students. It is
similar to other well known social networking sites, but students operate in a safe
and controlled environment appropriate for
school. Edmodo is primarily a tool for
within-class communication, but it also
provides several ways for teachers to connect with other teachers from around the
world.
Grade 3/4M under the guidance of
their teacher Mrs McIntyre have been using Edmodo in class to write posts in response to the class text ‘Simpson’s Donkey’. The advantage of using Edmodo is
that the teacher can set the task or ask
question and the students independently
respond through Edmodo posts. Each
post is able to be instantly read by other
members of the group. Similar to a blog,
students can reply or comment on these
posts. By making the student’s thinking
visible to the rest of the class, students are
able to make connections or perhaps see
a different perspective. This networking of
knowledge not only helps our students to
build new knowledge in an authentic and
engaging way, but it also equips them with
the necessary skills for the traversing the
rest of the 21st Century.
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The
Great
Debate
Bell Primary Versus Coburg High School
On Friday 28th February the 5/6 students were
Then a smaller group of our students attended a
lucky enough to be visited by a group of Year 10
workshop run by the Coburg Senior students.
students from Coburg Senior High School to learn They learned all about how to structure and present arguments in a formal
all about debating.
debate.
To begin with, the visitors
Finally, six of our students
staged a formal debate
were chosen to debate the isabout the issue of shark
sue of whether or not homeculling in WA. Having
work should be compulsory.
recently explored the difAll of the students presented
ferent arguments for our
thoughtful arguments and
own persuasive texts, the
performed with confidence
5/6 students enjoyed lisand humour in front of their
tening to the passionate
peers – and the debate was
and articulate views of
judged to be a tie!
the older students.
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Summer Sport.
Bell Primary’s first game of grade 5/6 Sport will be held this Friday 7th March.
It is a home game against Westgarth. 9:30-11:00. Please note that cricket will
be played at Capp reserve.
Swimming: Tuesday 25th February saw 11 Students from Bell Ps participate
in the District Schools Swimming Carnival. All students swam well against
good competition. Well done all.
Results:: Charlotte Wade 2nd in the 11 Girls Butterfly.
Pheobe Brooks 3rd in 9/10 Girls Freestyle.
Connor Lester 2nd in the 11 Boys Breaststroke and Butterfly. 3rd in Freestyle

Physical

education
with
Tom
Witherden

Connor and Charlotte will now participate in the Division Swimming carnival
held on Tuesday 4th March. Good Luck.
Ride to School: Wednesday 19th of March is national Ride to School day.
Students and Parents are encouraged to Ride their bikes, Scooters, Skateboards or walk to school.
Bike Ed: In Term 2, Grade 4 students will have the opportunity to participate
in the Bell Ps Bike Ed program. It will run for 9 weeks. I strongly encourage all
Grade 4 students to participate in the program. Please return forms and money to classroom teacher.

Yarra City District Girl Guides meet weekly during school terms
- Brownie Guides ages 6-10 (Clifton Hill, Monday evenings) and Girl Guides ages 11-14 (North Fitzroy, Tuesday evenings).
Adult volunteer enquiries are also welcome.
Our units are open to visitors – come and see how you like it.
For information, contact Gresley Wakelin-King (District Manager) ph. 9482 4584. email:
yarra@guidesvic.org.au.

Look for us online at www.guidesvic.org.au
and for multi-language information, please go to www.guidesvic.org.au/welcome
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Hello Everyone,
Just a general reminder that terms 1 and 4 are sun smart terms, therefore, No Hat = No Play!!!
Firstly, I would like to say a big thank you to Alex and Phoebe Brooks’ dad Daniel for donating a ten pin bowling set to the service.
Our focus for the week will be Shrove Tuesday. We will be learning about the history behind Shrove Tuesday and how Pancake
Day came to be celebrated. We will be doing a number of cooking activities and making different kinds of pancakes, both
sweet and savoury.
Also, we would like to share some photos we made at last Friday’s curriculum day using a program called PhotoFunia.
The kids all had a great time using the
program and looking through all the
different options they had to create
their photos. For anybody interested in
trying out this program at home, the
website is http://photofunia.com/
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235 Kingsbury Drv Macleod West

Telephone 9223 1400

www.charleslatrobecollege.vic.edu.au

Year 7 OPEN NIGHT DAY
TUESDAY 25th MAR
SCHOOL TOURS 5:45pm
PRINCIPALS ADDRESS 6:30pm
State of the art Buildings and facilities
LOTE-Mandarin and Auslan
Quantum Victoria on-site

THURSDAY 8th MAY 9:30-11:00 am

Specialist English Math Science Program Year 8 & 9
Strong partnerships with La Trobe University
Safe caring environment Deaf Facility

Academic Scholarships offered to Year 7,9 and 11
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W h o l i v e s w h e r e?
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Cyber Safety Parent Information Evening
Wedneday 12th March @ 7pm
Early Learning Centre
This is an information session for parents and carers
focusing on how you can help your students be safe
and smart when using the internet and other technologies at home. Presented by Tony Richards an ICT consultant and Cyber Safety Specialist, he has had a long
and varied involvement with ICT in education. He has
worked across a large range of environments, including time as a primary classroom teacher, technology
advisor, network manager and developer, Distance
Education Technology project manager, executive of-
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Please find attached an invitation to attend a Coburg Junior High School Tour and Transition Information Session. The tour will
take approximately 60 minutes and provide the latest update on the building plans, the timelines for completion, examples of
uniform, more curriculum information, and details on the fees and charges and other elements such as the MacBook Air options available. You will meet the Wellbeing Team Leader and learn more about how the Mentor system will work in the Junior
School to support the social, emotional and academic needs of your child.
The opening of Coburg Junior provides an exciting opportunity for the school to extend its curriculum and teaching approach
to the junior levels. The junior school model provides distinct identity and separate learning areas from the senior school. It is
designed to promote a sense of self as an individual and also as a collective year level whilst still maintaining the connection to
a high school through shared facilities such as the cafe, the gymnasium and school grounds. Further to this, a relationship with
the senior school students will emerge through appropriate mentoring of junior students by senior students selected from
Years 10-12.
Tours are open to all primary school Parents and Children.

Remember when you believed in anything and everything?
Researchers from the University of Western Australia are investigating children’s ability to detect and
avoid potentially harmful social interactions, such as being easily fooled or tricked into doing something.
We are looking to see how this develops in children, and when children outgrow this vulnerability.
We are looking for parents of Kindergarten – Year 6 children across Australia to complete an online
survey (15 – 20 minutes). Participants will go into a draw to win one of 10 $50 gift certificates to Coles/
Myers. To participate go to:

http://tinyurl.com/childsvq
Or for more information please contact Rebecca Seward at (08) 6488 4652
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March 2014

Events Calendar
Mon

Sun

Tue

Wed

4

5

6

7

8.45 Uniform Shop

Gr 1-2 Getting To
Know You Interviews

Grade 6:
6-7 Transition Forum

Gr5-6 Getting To Know
You Interviews

9-11 Summer Sport Bell
Vs Westgarth

Gr3-4 Getting To
Know You Interviews

3.15-3.45 Uniform Shop

9.00 Fundraising Meeting—all welcome

12

13

14

7.00 Parent Cyber
Safety Forum

3.15-3.45 Uniform Shop

9-11 Summer Sport
Wales St Vs Bell

19 7.00pm : Parent
Sexuality Forum (Talk
the Talk)

20

21

3.15-3.45 Uniform Shop

No Summer Sport

9.00 PlayGroup

10

11

Labour Day—No
school today!

16

Fri

3

9.00 Assembly P-2*

9

Thu

17

18

8.45 Uniform Shop

6.00-7 Education Sub
Committee

9.00 3-6 Assembly*

Sat
8

15

22

9.00 PlayGroup

23

24

25

26

27

28

8.45 Uniform Shop

7.00 Swap-o-Rama

6.30-7.30 School
Council AGM

3.15-3.45 Uniform Shop

9-11 Summer Sport

9.00 Whole School Assembly*

Fairfield Vs Bell

7.30-9.00 School
Council

9.00 PlayGroup

*Please be advised that Assembly this year may be postponed or rescheduled due to weather conditions.

Permission
Slips &

School Fee s Information
Please pay as soon as possible.

Payment

All Families Books & Requisites Levy

$220 / child

Reminders!

All Families Voluntary Grounds Levy

$30

Grade 5/6

$60

Interschool Sport Payment
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