
Greetings, Legionnaires!  

I will go so far out on a limb to say that I think the snow is finally over (at least until September.) 
With the warmer weather comes more activity, so please, be safe in your endeavors. Here in 
Minnesota, summer traditionally starts on Memorial Day weekend (only three weeks away!) I 
encourage all of you to remember the reason for the holiday and those veterans who have given 
their lives for us and this great nation. With that, we are seeking volunteers to lead and help with 
the traditional Memorial Day remembrance on Friday, May 30. Please contact me or Adjutant Paul 

if you can—we will not have the ability to do it unless some dedicated and motivated members take this on. We also 
need two to three more volunteers to assist with putting out flags at Morningside Cemetery on May 24th; if you can help, 

contact Ed. 

Please join me in congratulating your officers for 2014-15. They are: Paul Lesch, Commander; Dave Juutalainen, 1st 
Vice Commander; Aaron Hoska, 2nd Vice Commander; Mike Grubbs, Sergeant-at-Arms; Bob Moser, Finance Officer; 
Jim Hamm, Service Officer; Kathy Hay, Historian; Terry DuRei, Chaplain; and Jim Watson, Adjutant. Their success will 

be a result of not only their efforts, but of all of our efforts as a whole. 

I would also like to welcome Boy Scout Troop 136 to our home. We are now the chartering organization for the troop; as 
such, we are their home, assist them with their activities, and provide guidance. I look forward to the benefits this will 

have for these young men and the Post, strengthening the community bonds that we all hold dear. 

Thank you to all that have made this Post a success. We are a unique entity in the quad communities, and maintaining 

our strength and identity has been and continues to be paramount to accomplishing our goals. 

 Matt Hordyk 
Post Commander 

L e g i o n  c o r n e r  

Special Article:   
History of Armed Forces Day 4 
 
Taps:  None at the time of print. 
 
Legion Family events: 
SAL Mother’s Day Breakfast May 11 
ALR Memorial Ride May 24  
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Hello Legion Family! 
The administrative year is winding down and excitement for a new regime is building.  Please keep in your mind first and 
foremost, we are a veteran's service organization and service to veterans and their families should always be our main 
priority. Working as a team is very important to the success of our programs.   
 
Congratulations to Kiana Coleman-Woods on her election to the office of Honorary 2nd Vice President for the 
Department of Minnesota Junior Auxiliary. 
 
As Memorial Day approaches, please wear a Poppy to show your support to those who have sacrificed their lives for our 
freedom.  Poppy letters will be mailed to our members soon.  Please Consider mailing in a donation or if you prefer, stop 
at the Post and make a donation to have a Poppy Poster card put up with your name on it.  What a nice memorial for a 
loved one. 
 
Our District Convention in Hopkins will be here before you know it June 20-22. Our Department Convention will be in 
Rochester July 17-19.  If you want more information about what goes on at these conventions, please consider 
attending.  It is your convention as a member of this great organization.  
 
For God and Country,   
 

Patti Coleman 
Unit 566 President, Pjc3555@aol.com 

A m e r i c a n  l e g i o n  a u x i l i a r y  u p d a t e  

E m p o w e r i n g  w o m e n ,  i n s p i r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  
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Greetings and Happy Mother's Day! 
 
Join us this Sunday from 9-12:00 for our last breakfast until October.  The  next 
S.A.L meeting will be May 19th at 6:00p.m. 
 
Terry Dolney 
SAL Commander  

Message from the  

sons of the American legion  
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Hello from the Junior Auxiliary! 
 
This is Morgan’s mom, Michelle Lesch.  Morgan has been so 
busy this spring with dance, softball and school work so I 
thought I would take a quick moment to write her article this 
month. The Juniors are now on a short break from their regular 
monthly meetings, we’ll start up again in September.  All of our 
Juniors are very active in school and after school activities so it 
will be a nice break for them.  
  
I would like to thank everyone at the Legion who has supported 
them this past year, from buying Chex Mix from them last Fall, 
showing up when they were ringing the bell for the Salvation 
Army (in almost below zero temperatures), and coming to help 
them at Feed My Starving Children. A BIG thank you to the 
families of our Juniors as well, we’ve been very active and it’s 

J u n i o r  A m e r i c a n  l e g i o n  a u x i l i a r y  s h o u t - o u t  

the dedication of the parents in helping them with the commitment 
they’ve made to the Legion that makes our Unit a great one!   
We’re always looking for more Juniors, we have such a fun time 
together and they are putting in a lot of volunteer time (looks great on 
college scholarship applications and also job applications!!).   
 
Please let me know if you have a daughter/grand-daughter/niece, etc. 
that would be interested in joining us.  I can be reached at 
pmlesch@hotmail.com. 
 
Have a wonderful summer! 
 
Michelle Lesch on behalf of Morgan Lesch 
American Legion Honorary Jr. President, Unit 566 

Memorial day poem 

In loving memory of 1st Lt. Bert W. Justus, Jr. from his daughter, Mary  

World War II called out to him 
And that was all it took 
But he was there when I was born 

I saw my baby book. 

When I was six he left again 
He looked into my eyes 
"I'll be back with hula skirts" 

And then he said good-bye. 

His uniform was crisp and green 
He held me in his arms 
I knew he wasn't coming back 

No Dad, no skirts, no charms. 

And though I was a little girl 
I cried upon his shoulder 
I knew deep down this was good bye 

He wasn't getting older. 

I felt so old, so wise that day 
I still can feel the shame. 
The family gathered round and played 

I thought they were insane. 

Twas Christmas day and he was gone 
Korea was the name 
Two months later MIA 

My father, 1st Lt. Bert W. Justus, was from Calif. 
15ART BN(105MM) 2 INF DIV. He had served in 
World War II and was army reserve, called back to 
service in Nov. 1950 and left for Korea Dec. 1950. 
He was captured on or about Feb. 12, 1951. 
 
In July 1951 we received a letter from my dad dated 
2-12-51 saying he was a prisoner of the Red  
Chinese Army. My mother kept a scrapbook of let-
ters, newspaper articles mentioning his name and 
correspondence from the Army. 
 
While attending a family update in San Diego.... I 
was given paperwork with contradicting hearsay 
statements regarding his death. These statements 
led the Army to believe my father died by May 31, 
1951.  
 
Mary Castaldi 
 
Read more Memorial day stories and poems visit: 
http://www.usmemorialday.org/write.html#poetry 

No words can share the pain. 

Fifty years have come and gone 
Since we received the letter 
He never came back home to us 

It never does get better. 

I need to tell the story 
Because old men forget. 
It's not just soldiers that we lose 

their families are bereft 

They hold a family update 
To pacify our hurt 
And then they send more babies 

Out to die on foreign dirt. 

It's not that I'm a pacifist 
I'm not against all war 
But I'm for talk and talk and talk 

And then you talk some more. 

The wars may be inevitable 
And we will be prepared 
But war should be the last resort 
So little girls are spared. 



 

May 2014 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 3 

4 
Bloody Mary Bar 
Summit Sundays - 
$1 off tall tap  
Summit  

5 
Men’s Night 
Bar/Building Mtg 6:00 
Gen Membership  7:00 
AL Riders Mtg 7:30 

6 
BINGO 6 PM 
Kitchen until 8:00 PM 

7 
Cribbage Noon 
$1.50 Burgers or 
Fish 5-8 PM 

8 
Ladies Night 6-9 PM 
Meat Raffle 5:30 PM 
Free Apps “Eggs & 
Legs” 

9 
$1.00 Tacos 11-4 
PM 
Karaoke 8 PM 

10 
Blood Mary’s All Day $3.50 
Cribbage Noon 
Meat Raffle 2 PM 

11    Mother’s Day 
SAL Breakfast 
Bloody Mary Bar 
Summit Sundays - 
$1 off tall tap  
Summit  

12 
Men’s Night 
 AL Auxiliary Mtg 6:30 

13 
BINGO 6 PM 
Kitchen until 8:00 PM 

14 
Cribbage Noon 
$1.50 Burgers or 
Fish 5-8 PM 

15 
Ladies Night 6-9 PM 
Meat Raffle 5:30 PM 
Free Apps “Eggs & 
Legs” 
Mr. Whoopee the One 
Man Band 5-9 PM 

16 
$1.00 Tacos 11-4 
PM 
Karaoke 8 PM 

17      Armed Forces Day 
Blood Mary’s All Day $3.50 
Cribbage Noon 
Meat Raffle 2 PM 
Special Karaoke 4 - 8 PM 

18 
Bloody Mary Bar 
Summit Sundays - 
$1 off tall tap  
Summit  

19 
Men’s Night 
SAL Mtg 6:00 

20 
BINGO 6 PM 
Kitchen until 8:00 PM 

21 
Cribbage Noon 
$1.50 Burgers or 
Fish 5-8 PM 

22 
Ladies Night 6-9 PM 
Meat Raffle 5:30 PM 
Free Apps “Eggs & 
Legs” 

23 
$1.00 Tacos 11-4 
PM 
Karaoke 8 PM 

24       Memorial Ride 
Blood Mary’s All Day $3.50 
Cribbage Noon 
Meat Raffle 2 PM 

25 
Bloody Mary Bar 
Summit Sundays - 
$1 off tall tap  
Summit  

26     Memorial Day 
Men’s Night 

27 
BINGO 6 PM 
Kitchen until 8:00 PM 

28 
Cribbage Noon 
$1.50 Burgers or 
Fish 5-8 PM 

29 
Ladies Night 6-9 PM 
Meat Raffle 5:30 PM 
Free Apps “Eggs & 
Legs” 
Mr. Whoopee the One 
Man Band 5-9 PM 

30 
$1.00 Tacos 11-4 
PM 
Karaoke 8 PM 

31 
Blood Mary’s All Day $3.50 
Cribbage Noon 
Meat Raffle 2 PM 
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A m e r i c a n  l e g i o n  r i d e r   

r o a d s i d e  r o u n d - u p  

Lino Lakes American Legion Chapter 566 is excited to be the host location for the kick-
off of the Legion Riders Memorial Weekend Ride on Saturday, May 24.  Registration 
starts at 10 AM, kickstands up at Noon.  $15 per vehicle (two wheels, three wheels or 
four!) to benefit the American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund. 
 

We will travel to the Coon Rapids American Legion, karaoke will be provided by Ame 
Jo at Music Box Entertainment.  Thanks to Matt Berens for coordinating this entire 
event.  Volunteers needed and welcomed the day of the event for registrations. 
 
Monthly meetings for the ALR will be discontinued, however watch for calendar up-
dates for upcoming events and visit our website via Post566.com. 
 
Thank you for your support of the ALR Chapter and our fundraisers over the past year, 
Connie Sutherland, ALR Director 

 SAVE THE DATE:  June 28 - Golf Tournament at Chomonix Golf Course 

  July 26 - Legion Family Garage Sale (taking donations now)  

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Now launched the American Legion 
Family Website: 

Post566.com 

Please check it out and share it with 
friends, family and interested members! 

If you have an event to feature on the 
website please contact: 

Connie Sutherland at  
clsutherland@gmail.com 



7731 Lake Drive 

Lino Lakes, MN 55014 

Tel: 651-783-0055 

A m e r i c a n  

l e g i o n  

fa m i ly-  

p o s t  5 6 6  

On August 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson announced the creation of an Armed 
Forces Day to replace separate Army, Navy and Air Force Days. The single-day celebration 
stemmed from the unification of the Armed Forces under one department -- the Department of 
Defense. Each of the military leagues and orders was asked to drop sponsorship of its specific 
service day in order to celebrate the newly announced Armed Forces Day. The Army, Navy and 
Air Force leagues adopted the newly formed day. The Marine Corps League declined to drop 
support for Marine Corps Day but supports Armed Forces Day, too. 
   
In a speech announcing the formation of the day, President Truman "praised the work of the mil-
itary services at home and across the seas" and said, "it is vital to the security of the nation and 
to the establishment of a desirable peace." In an excerpt from the Presidential Proclamation of 
Feb. 27, 1950, Mr. Truman stated: 
  
"Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20, 1950, marks the first combined demonstration by Ameri-
ca's defense team of its progress, under the National Security Act, towards the goal of readi-
ness for any eventuality. It is the first parade of preparedness by the unified forces of our land, 
sea, and air defense". 
  
The theme of the first Armed Forces Day was "Teamed for Defense." It was chosen as a means 
of expressing the unification of all the military forces under a single department of the govern-
ment. Although this was the theme for the day, there were several other purposes for holding 
Armed Forces Day. It was a type of "educational program for civilians," one in which there would 
be an increased awareness of the Armed Forces. It was designed to expand public understand-
ing of what type of job is performed and the role of the military in civilian life. It was a day for the 
military to show "state-of- the-art" equipment to the civilian population they were protecting. And 
it was a day to honor and acknowledge the people of the Armed Forces of the United States. 
 
To see the full article go here: 
http://www.defense.gov/afd/history.aspx 

H i s to ry o f  a r m ed  f orc e s  day  

Serving Veterans, 

Serving Members, and 

Serving Community. 

 

Our kitchen serves… 

affordable food! 

Our bar staff serves… 

your favorite beverage! 

We’re on the Web! 

Post566.com  

YOU or  
YOUR BUSINESS could 

be seen here! 
 

Anniversary?  
Special offer for Veterans? 

Veteran organization? 
 

Your business could be  
featured here!   

 

Contact Jim Watson or  
Connie Sutherland  

for space! 
jwatson@identifix.com or 
clsutherland@gmail.com 
(Small fee for businesses) 

Hours of Operation: 

Sunday  8:00 AM - 11:00 PM 
Mon - Thurs 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Fri & Sat  8:00 AM - 01:00 AM 

Kitchen Hours: 
Sat, Sun & Mon Closed 
Tuesday  11 AM - 8 PM 
Wed & Fri 11 AM - 4 PM 
Thursday 11 AM - 3 PM 

Happy Hour 
Monday               8-6, 10-close 
Tuesday- Friday   8-10, 2-6, 10-close 
  
Monthly Special 
Miller Light $2.25 
Stoli Vodka $2.50 

American Legion Family Meetings 
(regular schedule) 

 

1st Monday, 6:00  Bar and Building Committee* 
1st Monday, 7:00 Legion General Membership 
2nd Monday, 6:30 American Legion Auxiliary (ALA) 
3rd Monday, 6:00 Sons of the American Legion (SAL) 
 

*there is no longer an “Executive Board Meeting”. 


