
An edited version of this letter was published in the Courier Mail on 18 
May 2016.
It was sent in response to an “exclusive” by Peter Michaels which ran 
across the News Corp Australia Network in May 2016.

The Advertiser,  May16, 2016: ‘Manus Island detainees trade smokes, 
booze on black market’
The Herald Sun, May 16, 2016: ‘Manus Island asylum seekers trading 
taxpayer-funded cigarettes for booze, marijuana’
The Courier Mail, May 17, 2016: ‘Manus Island locals say ungrateful 
illegals are treated like kings’
 
From: Steenfred 
Sent: Tuesday, 17 May 2016 6:01 PM
To: 'letters@couriermail.com.au'
Subject: the exploitation of the gullible
 
 
17 May
Editor
 
Peter Michael’s exclusive is a sickening contribution to misinformation 
and bigotry.
You have stereotyped all 900 individuals as “not nice” men. More than 
half  are confirmed refugees - persecuted people - who cannot go home. 
ALL have been deprived of their freedom - CAGED - for three years in 
conditions roundly condemned as inadequate  in independent reports. 
Seeking protection from persecution is a human right and in no way 
illegal. If it was, a succession of politicians would have quoted the law 
allegedly broken.
 
Australians living in Brisbane  who have worked there in the costly and 
illegal detention industry should be invited to counter Mr 
Michael’s superficial snap shot, and put the current (post Supreme Court 
decision) situation into context.  It is Australia which has exploited the 
corrupt PNG Government  to breach its Constitution. Give us some hard 
facts about the cost of what has been done in our name... about $500 000 
pa per person in offshore detention.



 
Lift your journalist sights above the trivia of a menu purported to be in the 
detention camp, when it could be anywhere, and the journalist has not 
eaten there, and highlighting what men who are now sort of free but stuck 
there do all day, after  three years of deprivation. Rum was the currency in 
early colonial  NSW, and evidently tobacco products are on Manus Is... so 
what.
 
What would red blooded Aussie boys do after being wrongfully locked up 
and treated like criminals for three years?
 
The issue for real journalists is whether Australia should challenge a ruling 
of the PNG Supreme Court - a sovereign nation.
 
Frederika Steen AM


