statement
This academic year has been one of excitement and change for us
so far as our university’s nature-related student societies have come
together to create the Nature Network Sheffield. Already, the Network
has proven to be a great success in helping us to communicate and
collaborate with fellow students who share the same passions but
‘belong’ to different societies. However, this is not enough! It
is our ambition to ramp the initiative up to the next level by
inviting you to join us in our mission to establish a UK network
of Student Conservation Volunteers.
Personally, I was astounded when I realised that such a thing did
not already exist. If you search online for ‘student conservation
volunteers’ you will find countless variations of ‘University of ___
Conservation Volunteers’ groups across the UK who all do similar
things - but nothing to unite them. And yet the ‘Student Conservation
Association’ (SCA) of the USA has been established for decades. The
SCA has set the bar high with some incredible achievements down the
years - not least the concept of National Park takeover days, spreading
the word to set up groups further afield and even having an alumni
network to vouch for its success!
It is our ambition to see the same unity among students in the UK.
Within just one university, the potential to tap into the student body
for volunteers is enough to inspire excitement and the stirring of crazy
plans. Imagine how much we could do to help the local conservation
organisations and community groups we each work with if they could
draw help from students throughout their region, or even the country
as a whole? The SCA had done just this and it is exactly what we hope
to achieve with our ‘Peaks and City Takeover’ weekend in March. I hope
you’re going to be there...

Cat Stokowska

President, Nature Network Sheffield
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about the takeover
Nature Network Sheffield would like to invite you to our Peaks and City
Takeover on the weekend of March 20-22nd.
We will be working with organisations such as the Wildlife
Trust to carry out conservation tasks in your very own beautiful
Peak District - as well as ‘giving back’ to the city itself, hosting
an awesome speaker, putting on a special screening of the film
Project Wild Thing and of course setting aside time for socials.
This is not just a one-off event; it’s the start of a UK movement
of Student Conservation Volunteers. We think such a movement
is long overdue and we’re really looking forward to welcoming
you to Sheffield!

about the network
All of our member societies are independent student groups within the
University. Each has its own Committee and makes its own decisions
- but each society also has representatives on the Nature Network’s
Committee to ensure that we work together and complement one
another’s activities rather than competing - so that our students get
the most out of our efforts.
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project wild thing
Friday, 7:30pm

The weekend’s first event will be a screening of the critically acclaimed
Project Wild Thing, in partnership with Film Unit. This will be held in
the SU Auditorium.
David Bond is concerned. His kids spend way too much
time indoors. He decides it’s time to get back to nature.
Bond appoints himself Marketing Director for Nature. Like
any self-respecting salesman, he sets about developing a
campaign and a logo. With the help of a number of bemused
professionals, he is soon selling Nature to British families. His
humorous journey unearths some painful truths about modern
family life.

city conservation tasks
Saturday, 9am

As beautiful as the Peak District is, Sheffield itself has so many green
havens for people to appreciate that we are spoilt for choice! We will be
going out into the city in teams to undertake a range of activities
with local community groups and charities. We will be providing
student volunteers for practical tasks that are important to our
local area but which might not otherwise have the manpower
to go ahead.
We have a lot of ideas that we are currently discussing with our
partners - from practical work helping to improve community
allotments to eye-opening tours led by those we have worked
with since the oldest of our societies started four decades ago.
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workshops
Saturday, 2pm

The ‘Workshop’ is the part of the weekend that we have set aside
as a session that is less physically demanding - but just as
engaging! - and hopefully very useful to the different
societies and universities who will be attending.
It will consist of ‘round-table’ discussions on different
themes (ranging from ‘introducing outreach’ to ‘careers
in conservation’). Each discussion station will be led by
an invited guest or a Committee Member from Nature
Network Sheffield.

james borrell
Saturday, evening

In a time when combining the words ‘environmental’ and ‘issues’ causes
most people to bury their heads in the sand, James Borrell - writer,
speaker and scientist - is here to convince us that there is a lot to be
optimistic about.
From tales of adventure, fear and excitement in the far-flung reaches
of the Dhafor Mountains, to dedicating 2013 to ‘A Year Of Citizen
Science’, James will be sharing those experiences that have
served to remind him again and again of the simplest, most
honest answer to the question: Why dedicate your life to
conservation?
Whether you are an aspiring conservationist, an armchair
naturalist or merely curious for a good adventure story, this is
an invitation that is not to be missed. Look out of your window.
Dare to connect. It’s time to re-engage.
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socials
Friday & Saturday evening

We’ll be making the most of the weekend with informal socials, to
unwind after each day. We will be gathering in one of
the SU’s bars before and after our Project Wild
Thing screening on Friday. Here are some
suggestions for making the most of your
trip to Sheffield.
Partyforthepeople is the one-stop
website for information. Simply click on
the events tab and go to the weekend
of the 20th of March. In terms of LGBT
bars and clubs, Dempsies and Icons serve
up a pretty decent night out.
EyUp happens on the Friday 20th and has 3 rooms of Dance, Chart,
Indie, RnB and Hip Hop with all drinks at £1.75 (apart from cocktails and
doubles), and is only £4 advance or £5 on the door. Pop Tarts is always
a popular choice and tickets are £4 advance or £5 on the door (but may
sell out early!). Both nights start at 11pm.
If you want a delicious cocktail, Bloo 88, the Bowery, Wick at Both Ends
or Anchorage Bar come to mind. For a variety of delicious beers and
ciders, Brew Dog, Bungalows and Bears, Harrisons 1854, the
Frog and Parrott are great. Revolucion de Cuba or Iguanas
serve up a great hispanic inspired selection of drinks.
The Union also has Bar One and Interval, which serve a
good selection of alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages,
as well as food at great student prices! There are many
more recommendations on our website.
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peaks conservation tasks
Sunday, 9am

For one of the conservation tasks, we will be heading out to Blacka
Moor Nature Reserve to carry out scrub clearance in partnership with
the Sheffield and Rotherham Wildlife Trust.
Blacka Moor is a beautiful 180-hectare moorland and
should offer a satisfying day’s work. Currently the
largest and most spectacular of Sheffield Wildlife
Trust’s nature reserves, the site has been recognised
as a Site of Scientific Special Interest (SSSI). The site
is teeming with wildlife, from wild red deer to hares,
foxes, badgers and weasels.
A great host of songbirds call the moor their home - so
our birdwatchers might be a little distracted! Meet at 9:00am
prompt outside the SU.

Alternatively, for Student Eats groups and those who want to find out
more, there will be a foraging walk task to take part in, led by Student
Eats, to Endcliffe Park and Forge Dam. Here you will seek out what’s
available and edible at the start of Spring. Meet at 11am outside the SU
for an 11.15 departure.
This will be followed by the Student Eats
allotment task; we will be going to the
Student Eats allotment and basically
doing what needs doing - details to be
announced closer to the time/on the
day! Find out how we have grown as
an allotment, what challenges we have
faced and what our future plans are.
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closing reception
Sunday 5.30-630pm

We will be putting on a closing reception once people are back from the
Peaks tasks on Sunday afternoon.
This is both to make sure that we get something to eat (price included
in your ticket) before we head home and to bring everyone together
one last time so we end on a high - rather than
disappearing in dribs and drabs once we get
back to the Union.
We’re also planning a slide show of the
weekend’s best moments.

getting here
Sheffield is a major city with good transport links throughout the
country, and there is no shortage of affordable accomodation if you
wish to stay overnight.
The Students’ Union building, where most of the weekend’s events will
be focused, is within walking distance from the train station and coach
interchange. You can also use buses or trams to get around. Those in
full-time education are entitled to cheap £1 single-journey fares with
any NUS student card.
Affordable accomodation:
Russell Scott Hostels
Hotel Ibis (Sheffield City)
Premier Inn (St Mary’s Gate or Sheffield City)
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ticketing
We offer flexible ticket options, depending on which parts of the
weekend you would like to participate in. Tickets are available online
via the SU website or in person from the SU Box Office.

Whole
Weekend
(Sheffield students)

Full access to all events,
including catering, apart from for
the Sunday conservation task please bring a packed lunch for
that one.

£15
Whole
Weekend
(non-Sheffield
students)

Full access. To help cover the
costs of your stay, we will fully
reimburse you on arrival.

£15

Talk Only

Access to the talk by
famed conservationist
James Borrell on Saturday
evening. Included in the
weekend ticket.

£3.50
Film Only

Access to our Project
Wild Thing screening on
Friday evening. Included in
the whole-weekend ticket.

£2.50
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more info & tickets
Tickets are now available online,
or in person from the SU Box Office.
You can find the Nature Network online at:

naturenetworksheff.wix.com
/naturenetworksheff
We are active on facebook and Twitter:

You can enquire by email:

naturenetworksheff@gmail.com

