
Savannah Cat Breeders Code of Ethics 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Breeders Code shall be to serve as a guideline for a minimum standard of excellence in the ownership, breeding and sales of the 

Savannah cat. The code is designed to protect the interest of the seller, the buyer, and primarily the breed. 

Only those members subscribing to the guidelines herein are eligible to be on the SVCC Savannah Cat Breeders Website. 

BREEDERS SHALL: 

I. Put the welfare of each of their cats above personal gain, profit, and/or personal convenience. 

II. Assume the responsibility for proper feeding, maintenance, health care, socialization, exercise and training of all cats in their care; retain or 

house only the cats for which they have adequate time, facilities and finances. 

III. Carefully socialize their cats, and any cat exhibiting an obvious and continual temperament problem (extreme shyness or aggressiveness) will not 

be bred or exhibited in public. 

IV. Keep accurate records of all cats and litters as required by their registering association. 

V. Have the responsibility to educate the public about the Savannah breed and responsible cat ownership. Honestly represent the breed, its 

characteristics, health concerns, and suitability for any given individual or family. Make every effort to educate new owners or interested persons, and to 

be both instructive and constructive with their comments. 

VI. Refuse to sell or give any Savannah to any pet shop, commercial breeder (kitten mill), wholesale dealer, auction, research facility, humane 

society, animal shelter, nor as a prize in any contest or raffle. 

VII. Maintain the highest possible standards of health, cleanliness and care in my cattery. This includes, but is not limited to proper veterinary care, 

adequate size of enclosure; provide plenty of opportunity for exercise and play. Cattery owners should only keep as many cats as they can care for 

adequately. 

VIII. Urge all buyers to have a kitten or adult cat sold by me, examined by a licensed veterinarian within 72 hours of receipt. The buyer will pay for the 

examination. 

IX. Deliver or ship only kitten or adult cats of sound health and temperament.  

BREEDING 

I. Encourage queen owners to breed only if they have the facilities, time and resources to adequately care for a litter and upon strong evidence of 

the possibility of finding suitable homes for the resultant litter. 

II. Refuse stud service to any queen I consider in poor health, physically or mentally unsound, or lacking the necessary breed characteristics as set 

forth in the Savannah breed standard. Before or at the time of breeding a stud service agreement will have been agreed to and signed by both parties. 

III. Stud service contracts will spell out all specifications to the stud service agreement and must be signed by all parties involved in the stud service 

agreement. In addition, each party must be given a copy of the signed agreement before any service is rendered. 

IV. I fully understand that I am responsible for keeping and/or finding suitable homes for the resultant kittens. 

SALES 

I. Use a sales contract or written agreement in any sale or purchase involving a cat.  

II. Refuse to sell or recommend breeders who do not conform to the ideals and obligations expressed in this Code and refuse all sales to cat 

wholesalers and retailers, or directly or indirectly allow cats to be given as a prize or donation in a competition of any kind. 

III. Provide buyers of my Savannah Cats with a pedigree, complete health records, registration records, except that registration papers may be 

withheld or limited in the case of a cat who the parties have agreed in writing will not be bred, until it has been spayed/neutered as evidenced by 

veterinary confirmation. 


