
Relay Based True Bypass System
 
No more clunky, noisy, failure-prone big blue switch! The 
Marvel Drive has a true bypass system which uses a relay with 
gold plated contacts for the ultimate in fast, reliable, and quiet 
switching. A relay is a sealed mechanical switch that is operated 
from an electronic signal. The ultra-durable, momentary 
(click-free) footswitch triggers the relay. Your delicate guitar 
signal stays on the PCB and is never routed through the 
footswitch.

The Marvel Drive must be powered for the bypass switching to 
function. If it is in bypass mode and the power is disconnected, 
the signal will still pass through, just like any other true bypass 
pedal.

Operation and Care
Do not adjust the internal trim pots. If bypass switching 
becomes unresponsive, reset the pedal by disconnecting power 
for 5 seconds. Keep your Marvel Drive dry and away from 
extreme heat or cold. Clean only with a dry towel. There are no 
user serviceable parts internally. 

Return Policy
If this product was purchased directly from Ramble FX, the 
original owner may return it within two weeks of receiving it for 
a full refund, minus all shipping costs. It must be returned in 
new condition, and the buyer is responsible for return shipping. 
If it is returned with any signs of wear, a restocking fee of 20% 
may occur. Please contact support@ramblefx.com for approval 
first.
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Warranty
Ramble FX warrants only to the original purchaser, under 
normal use and service, that this product is free of defects in 
components and workmanship for a period of 5 years. In the 
rare event of a malfunction, we will repair, or at our option, 
replace this product at no charge except for shipping. Prior 
authorization is required by contacting Ramble FX at 
support@ramblefx.com. Excluded from this warranty are 
cosmetic damages such as knobs, finish, and labels. This 
warranty shall be null and void if the product is subjected to 
repair work or alteration by a person or facility other than 
Ramble FX; misuse, abuse, operation with incorrect voltage, 
incorrect connections, wrong accessories, and exposure to 
inclement conditions; shipping accidents. 

Ramble FX shall not be responsible for any incidental or 
consequential damages. Ramble FX’s responsibility is limited to 
the product itself. Ramble FX assumes no responsibility for any 
indirect costs or losses however incurred.
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Marvel Drive by Ramble FX
Thank you for purchasing the Marvel Drive by Ramble FX!  
Ramble FX pedals are designed and built in the USA, by hand, 
using only the finest components available.

What is Marvel Drive?
 

Marvel Drive is an original design which captures the magic of a 
cranked Marshall® plexi amplifier. It uses stacked and cascaded 
JFETs to make up four separate gain stages. In this combination, 
each gain stage contributes to the harmonics and distortion in 
much the same way each tube does in an amplifier. Other pedals 
which use diodes to generate distortion cannot achieve the same 
dynamic, touch sensitive response that Marvel Drive can.

Parallel Gain Stages

would plug into the ‘normal’ input and use the “NORMAL” 
volume. At some point, it was realized that if you connect a patch 
cable between the inputs, both volumes would be active and you 
could blend them together. In that setup, 2 vacuum tube triodes 
are in parallel. Marvel Drive recreates this with 2 parallel JFET 
transistors.

Vintage plexi amplifiers 
have two sets of inputs, 
each with its own volume 
control. The intention was, if 
you wanted a bright, treble 
heavy tone, plug into the 
‘treble’ input and use the 
volume labeled “HIGH 
TREBLE”. Likewise, if you 
wanted a darker tone, you 

HIGH TREBLE      NORMAL

Controls the amount of    Controls the amount of   
bright, treble heavy gain.    dark, bass heavy gain. 

MASTER       PRESENCE

Overall volume output.    Master treble control.

9V/18V TOGGLE SWITCH

Switch between the stock voltage (9V) and the boosted voltage 
(18V) for more headroom and different distortion.

From guitarTo amp

+ -9-18V Blended Volumes
Marvel Drive has two gain controls, HIGH TREBLE and NORMAL. 
Turn up the HIGH TREBLE knob for a bright crunch that cuts 
through the mix and then turn up the NORMAL knob to add 
thickness and bass. Unlock different tones by blending these 
knobs together. 

Dual Voltage Switch

Marvel Drive features an advanced internal power supply with a 
voltage doubler. The voltage switch allows you to select 9V or 
18V with the flip of a switch, even when using only a 9V supply. 
Just like with tube amplifiers, increasing the supply voltage 
increases the headroom. At 18V, the Marvel Drive will be louder 
and the distortion will be slightly different (it becomes more 
asymmetrical). NOTE: a voltage regulator keeps the voltages at 
9V and 18V when using any appropriate supply voltage (see 
below).

Power
Use only a well regulated, 9-18V DC power with a 2.1mm plug 
and center negative (-) polarity (BOSS standard). Only daisy 
chain with other negative ground pedals. Power is disconnected 
automatically when an instrument cable is removed from the 
pedal’s input.  

Internal Trim Potentiometers
THE 3 INTERNAL TRIM POTS ARE SET USING A METER AND 
SHOULD NOT BE ADJUSTED. They are, in no way, tone controls. 
If they have been changed, please contact Ramble FX 
(support@ramblefx.com).

   


