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births, anniversaries, gath-
erings, etc. please contact 
Snow Elk 
If you would like to share a 
legend, a story, a recipe, 
please sent to Snow Elk or 
Loving One. Language 
books are still available @ 
$10 each plus $2 postage 
through Loving One.  
It is imperative to keep 
continuity of our commu-
nication with our commu-
nity. We cannot give up, 
with a new democratic 
regime in place; maybe we 
will have a chance. We 
know the new president (as 
well as being a democrat) 
will recognize a tribe dur-
ing his term. We must get 
together and take advan-
tage of the new leadership 
and go forward.  Let’s 

As you know the office 
of Chaubunagunga-
maugg is temporarily 
closed at this time. How-
ever; we will continue 
with our newsletter  to 
keep you updated with 

current events, socials, gath-
erings, etc..as we hear of 
them. We must keep the 
doors of communication 
open at all times.  

Nipmuck People need to be 
involved and let thoughts be 
known.  Council meetings 
are the 4th Saturday of the 
month @ 10 a.m. at the fire 
station in Quinabaug, CT.  

Our web sites 
are:www.nipmuck-
indians.com 
and www.nipmuck-
indians.org 
If you want a hard copy of 
the newsletter, please send a 
self addressed stamped enve-
lope to Loving One (Contact 
information is located on the 
back page). 
If you have any news items, 
announcements of new 

Word from Loving One 

Brought to you by the Nipmuck People of Chaubunagungamaugg  

SUMMER  ISSUE 2009 

Fire brought to you 
from hubpages.com 

Nipmuck Talking Stick 

Congratulations ……………………………. 

 
Please Pray for ….. 

 
Little Crow who is very ill.  

 
Carol Red Sunset Palavra  
whom is also extremely ill.   
 
Chief Wise Owl who is in 
poor health. 
 
For Tom Silver Fox who is 
still on the mend.  

keep the flame burning and 
carry-on we always have….. 

Loving One 

Cindy Labelle and John Larson 
were married on August 22, 

2009. 

Melissa Neetu Prince and Wayne Greene were married on 
August  2, 2009. Her 3 children Brayden Little Oak,  

Lexianna Autumn Rain and Shane Swift Fox also  
participated in the ceremony. 
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September 12-13, 2009  

September 12 & 13, 2009 

29th Annual Nipmuck Pow-wow   
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The Nipmuck Indian Council  29th An-

nual Nipmuck Powwow will be at  Lake 

Siog located on Dug Hill Rd.in  Holland 

State Park, Holland, MA .  

11 a.m—5 p.m. There will be traditional 

and contemporary foods, authentic 

drumming and dancing and also Indian 

crafts and jewelry.  

Admission for adults will be $2 and chil-

dren  12 and under $1.  

Anyone  that would like to help please 

call Ken White @ 508-347-7829.  Any 

help would be greatly appreciate. There is 

always plenty of work afterwards cleaning 

up the grounds, too. 

 

Harvest Moon—Oct. 10, 2009 

Our Harvest Moon will be held on 

October 10th at the Nipmuck 

Reservation in Webster, Ma. on 

School Street. The ceremony be-

gins at 1 p.m. and is followed by a 

potluck meal for all to participate. 

Please bring your favorite dish to 

share. 

This is our harvest moon tradi-

tion. We begin it with a ceremony 

that brings all the villages together. 

We all bring something from our 

gardens, the fruit and vegetables 

we bring are separated and put on 

display so that all the other clans 

people can view.  All the food is 

put out in    the open field and the 

people gather in the circle to thank 

the Creator for a bountiful harvest. 

The medicine person blesses our 

circle and thanks our Creator for 

the harvest. We then join him in a 

prayer of thanks. When this is done 

the medicine person gives everyone 

in the circle a little tobacco and one 

at a time to the sacred fire, and 

pray as they sprinkle their tobacco 

in the fire, this way they can watch 

their prayers rise to the creator, 

each person does this, it sometimes 

takes two hours, but every one is 

happy to have such a good turnout, 

and be blessed with such a bounti-

ful harvest .It was a long hard sum-

mer planting all the fruit and, vege-

tables, then keeping the ground 

moist so the roots of our plants 

could stay cool, and share such 

succulent food.  The food is shared 

with everyone, the people who trav-

eled the farthest away, get to take 

the food they wish to have.  No one takes 

more than they can use, it is like taking a 

little part of everyone who is there home 

with you. After all the food is taken, the 

drum starts drumming the chanters start 

chanting, and the dancers start dancing, 

and this celebration can go on for several 

days.  Each day the women cook the food 

taken from what ever is left from the 

great give away. This is always a good 

time of the celebration. We spend all of 

time preparing for the cold weather that’s 

coming.  We have to put up stronger 

wet's to keep out the north winds, the 

cold rain, and the snow but our people 

used to do all these things, and enjoyed 

life as the creator planed it.  

Thank You Manito... 
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The ceremony starts with Silver Fox clean-
sing the circle with sweet-grass and sage .  
He dances around the circle chanting and 
saying prayers of thanks to the Creator for 
giving us this beautiful heart shaped berry. 
There is a legend that goes along with this 
beautiful berry.  It goes like this. 
Once there was a brother and sister, and 
they were always fighting and quarreling.  
Their mother couldn't stand the fighting 
any longer. So she sent them to walk in 
the woods to learn how the animals got 
along without fighting. But they didn't do 
what their mother said.  Instead at the fork 
in the trail, they decided to part each taking 
a separate path. 
The little girl feeling defiant and righteous 
walked up the path.  When our Creator 
presented in front of her a beautiful black-
berry patch, but her heart was still black 
with anger and she kept walking, ignoring 
the berries. 
A little farther down the path, right before 
her appeared a blueberry bush, but she 
was still so angry, her heart was cold and 
blue, she walked right past it without a 
thought.  Then she came upon a small 
knoll; there appeared a strawberry patch.  
These berries were bright red and shaped 
like hearts.  She picked one up and tasted 
it; this treat was so sweet and juicy that 
she savored this wonderful new taste.  She 
was so excited, she could only think of one 
person she would love to share this treat 
with.  She gathered a bundle of these 

sweet berries in her dress and started back 
to find her loving brother.  No longer feeling 
angry – only wanting to share this wonder-
ful “gift” with him.  As she got to the clear-
ing, who did she run into with a bunch of 
strawberries in his pouch – but her brother, 
anxious to share: his find” with her. 

Strawberry Moon is the time of forgiveness, 
harmony and unity.  All bad feelings, bad 
judgments, grudges should not endure 
during this time.  When you are smudged 
and enter the circle it is   understood you 

will come in   with pure heart and participate in 
the ceremony.   

Tall Pine offered the Nipmuck Prayer to Crea-
tor. Everyone received a strawberry, each 
person goes to the fire, says a prayer, eats 
the strawberry and places the stem into the 
fire so the prayers rise to out Creator.  It is 
tradition and respect that all who are smudged 
and enter the circle will take part in this cere-
mony.  

 

 

 

 

Strawberry Moon  ———————-  July 11, 2009 
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Strawberry Moon   
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KUSKOMNIS 

EUMQSE 

OIOM 

QUNNUSAU 

EMIHECT 

TUMONT 

BUTNOTAE 

NESMOKU 

PETOMN 

PAZNESHDAU 

Word Scramble 

the Calendar ……………………………... 
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Word Scramble—$10 prize to the first person who sends Loving One the correct 
answer.  Post mark will be verification of date received. 

Sept. 12&13—Nipmuck Indian Council, 29th Annual Nipmuck Powwow, Lake 

Siog, Dug Hill Rd., Holland State Park, Holland, MA 508-347-7829 

Sept. 19&20—Circle of Wisdom Annual Powwow, 677 Chase Farm, Rte.123, Lin-
coln, RI For more info email or call 401-480-9854 
Oct. 10—Nipmuck Indian Council Harvest Moon & Pot Luck, 1 PM, Chaubuna-

gungamaug Nipmuck Reservation, School St., Webster, MA 508-865-9971 

November—1 Dighton Intertribal Council Oak Tree Ceremony/Pot Luck, 10am - 

meet Council Oak Hall, 1111 Somerset Ave., Rte.138, Dighton, MA 508-880-6887 

December 5—Dighton Intertribal Indian Council, Pot Luck & Dancing Social, 

5pm, Dighton Council Hall, 1111 Somerset Ave, Rte 138, Dighton, MA 508-880-

6887 

Dec. 12—Nipmuck Indian Council of Chaubunagungamaug: Nikommo & Pot 

Luck 6pm United Church of Christ, Church St., Webster, MA 508-865-9971 



Place 

Stamp  

Here 
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Chaubunagungamaug Nipmucks 
 
c/o Loving One 
LucyAnn Swenson 
20 Singletary Ave 
Sutton MA 01590 

DON’T FORGET TO VISIT US & FIND OUT THE LATEST NEWS AT OUR WEB SITE: 
www.nipmuck-indians.org 

Don’t Forget the  
Nipmuck Pow-wow 

 
 

When: Saturday & Sunday 
September 11 & 12, 2009 

 
Where: Lake Siog 

Dug Hill Road 

Holland State park 

 

Information: 508-347-7829 

 

 
 


