
The Nipmuck  
Talking Stick 

A Correspondence of the 
Chaubunagungamaug  

Clan of Nipmucks 
 

Webster-Dudley 
 Massachusetts 

Wunnegin Ninnimissinnuwock 

Winter/Spring  2010 



Brought to you by the Nipmuck People of Chaubunagungamaugg  

 

Nipmuck Talking Stick 

Remembering Chief Wise Owl……. 
Obituary for pa 
 
Edwin Morse/Chief Wise Owl 
of 280 Keys Rd in W. Brook-
field has started his journey on 
the wings of the eagle to the 
arms of our Creator. He was the 
son of Elizabeth Mother of All 
Henries/Morse. Chief Wise Owl 
was the Chief of the Nipmuck 
Indians of Chaubunagunga-
maug. He was predeceased by 
his wife of 48 years Ruth Pre-
cious One. He  leaves his pre-
sent wife Betty Morning Sun, 
daughter Lucyann Loving One 
Swenson, Ruth Little Star, and 
a son Edwin Chief Red Fox. 

Who will now reign as Chief. He 
leaves three Step daughters Wanda 
Lightfoot Roy, Marsha and. Shelley. 
He leaves 5 sisters Edith Half Moon 
Hopewell, Gloria Whispering Brook 
Hopewell, Shirley Harvest Moon Kib-
bie, Glenda Whispering Wind Man-
sker and Carole Little Feather Phillips. 
28 grandchildren, 20 great-
grandchildren, cousins and many 
nieces and nephews 
 
Chief Wise Owl wrote 3 books on the 
Algonquin language, traditions, and 
legends. He taught the language as 
well as cooking tradi-

tional foods and making tradi-
tional regalia for tribal members. 
 
He was one of the original writers 
of the petition for Federal recog-
nition for his tribe and a spokes-
man for his people. 
 
He was a leader, a teacher, an 
uncle, a dad, a papa, a friend and 
will be sadly missed. 
 
In lieu of flowers those are wel-
come to send a donation to Lov-
ing One for ongoing projects. 
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Chief Wise Owl dies; led  
Nipmuc recognition battle 

 
By Bradford L. Miner TELE-
GRAM & GAZETTE STAFF 

 
 
WARREN —  Edwin W. Morse 
Sr., who as Chief Wise Owl led 
the Chaubunagungamaug clan of 
Nipmucs in a nearly three-decade 
bid for federal recognition, has 
died.  
 
The 81-year-old will be succeeded 
by his son, Edwin W. Morse Jr., 
known as Chief Red Fox.  
 
As chief of the Webster-Dudley 
band of Nipmucs, the senior 
Morse was instrumental in the 
Nipmuc petition to the Department 
of Interior Bureau of Indian Affairs 
for federal recognition, a process 
that started in 1980.  
 
In 1996, the Hassanamisco and 
Chaubunagungamaug clans filed 
separate petitions for recognition. 
Both were denied in June 2004 for 
failure to meet all seven criteria for 
federal recognition.  
 
Both the Chaubunagungamaug 
and Hassanamisco learned in 

February 2008 that all administrative 
avenues for federal recognition had 
been exhausted when the bureau 
declined to reconsider an appeal of 
the denied petition.  
 
The Chaubunagungamaug petition 
failed to meet the criteria that the peti-
tioner had been identified as an 
American Indian entity on a substan-
tially continuous basis since 1900; a 
predominant portion of the petitioning 
group constituted a distinct commu-
nity and had existed as a community 
from historical times until the present; 
and the petitioner had maintained 
political influence or authority over its 
members as an autonomous entity 
from historical times until the present.  
 
The Hassanamisco petition was 

found lacking on four criteria.  
 
According to family members and 
friends, Chief Wise Owl wrote three 
books on the Algonquin language, 
traditions and legends.  
 
He taught the spoken Algonquin 
language, the cooking of traditional 
American Indian foods, and the use 
of the traditional regalia seen at 
powwows and other tribal events.  
 
As justice of the peace, Chief Wise 
Owl officiated at American Indian 
weddings, He was active in tribal 
affairs and was a voice promoting 
the cultural identity and well-being of 
Americans Indians throughout the 
region.  
 

Chief Wise Owl Dies 
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Eulogy for Edwin Morse 
 
Edwin Morse aka Chief Wise 
Owl, Uncle Sonny, Dad, Pa, 
Pow-wow Grandpa. He was 
many things to many people. 
He touched many lives. He 
had many life experiences and 
many stories to tell. 
 
 
He tried his hand at truck driv-
ing, hauling grain, wrestling, 
working in wire mills and 
crooning in nightclubs. 
 
He was a hero to my mom, 
when he saved a choking 
grandchild (which happened to 
be me) he was a hero to our 
gram when he saved their only 
son from a burning home. 
 
Altho’ he had his faults as we 
all do- he had many good 
qualities which far outweighed 
the bad. 
 
Altho’ he tried to appear a 
strong, unyielding front, his 
heart would melt watching the 
grandchildren at play. 
 
One winter many years ago he 
and his brother-in-law were 
out of work and Christmas was 
soon coming. They went out 
and pick and shoveled during 
the winter months to put food 
on the table for the family and 

 
Sing pa sing—loud and clear 
In our hearts we still hold you dear 
Altho’ we will miss you and we must let 
go 
Know we’ll stick together to lessen the 
blow 
 
The house will feel empty without you 
there 
But memories live on of those all we 
shared 
 
The only consolation that your leaving 
well bring 

toys under the tree. His hands were 
white and peeling from the cold. 
 
He loved to sing and play his gui-
tar, that’s when he was the happi-
est.  That’s why we now sing the 
praises of his life and his passing 
and pray that his journey in which 
he has now started is short and he 
will soon be in the arms of our 
Creator. 
 
So at this time we ask that you 
close your eyes and picture a time 
spent with him, and hold that 
thought. Remember him at that 
moment. 
 
We can celebrate the life we shared 
with him so that would make his 
life worthwhile. He remains alive 
in our memories and our hearts. 
And we are so much richer to have 
had him here with us for awhile. 

Poem for Pa 

When I woke up this morning 
lying in bed, I was asking my-
self:; what are some of the se-
crets to success in life? 
I found the answer right there, in 
my very room.  
The fan said—BE COOL 
The roof said—AIM HIGH 
The window said—SEE THE 
WORLD 

The clock said—EVERY MINUTE 
IS PRECIOUS 
The mirror said—REFLECT BE-
FORE YOU ACT 
The calendar said—BE UP TO 
DATE 
The door said—PUSH HARD FOR 
YOUR GOALS 
And not to forget the carpet that 
said— 

KNEEL DOWN AND PRAY 
 
Carry a heart that never hates 
 
Carry a smile that never fades 
 
Carry a touch that never hurts 
 
Have a Purposeful Day 

Morning Motivation ……………. 
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Melting Moon-March 2010 
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MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

MASSACHUSETTS COMMISSION ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
MINUTES 

 
100 Cambridge Street 

2nd   Floor - Conference Room B, Boston, MA 
 

Tuesday, February 23, 2010 
 
Commissioners Present:  Joanne Dunn, Janice Falcone, Gail Hill, Christopher Montgomery, and Dr. Bert Wa-
ters. 
Others Present: Jim Peters, Executive Director, MCIA; Kenneth Alves, Assonet; Edith Andrews, Budi Bap-
tista, Amelia G. Bingham, George Brennan, Cape Cod Times; Albert “Seafoam” Corliss, George “Chuckie” 
Green, Mary Anne Hendricks, Alicia Mitchell Torres, Donna Edmonds Mitchell, Elizabeth Perry, WTGH(A); 
Bette J. Toney, Pocasset; Maria Turner, Nipmuc; Gill Solomon, Ponkapoag; Bettina M. Washington, WTGH
(A); and Cedric Woods, INENAS at U Mass Boston. 
Meeting convened at 11:30 AM 
Dr. Waters opened the meeting with a greeting to the Creator.  Janice Falcone chaired the meeting and with two 
new Commissioners present, introductions were held. Peters acknowledged the presence of Amelia Bingham 
and Edith Andrews, two of the original Commissioners. 
WATUPPA RESERVATION: 
Prior to the meeting, DHCD Legal Counsel advised that the Commission’s statue did not provide authority to 
become a cognizant agency. Therefore the discussion on the Watuppa Reservation changed to informa-
tional...  Several citizens had comments:  
Albert Corliss stated that the land was left for all the Native people of the Commonwealth. He added that the 
land should be turned over to Mashpee as they are the only tribe that has the status to utilize the land to its po-
tential. He provided two plays that he authored about the land.  
Donna Mitchell stated that the Perry clan is the only Indians that stayed on the land continuously. Bettie Toney, 
Pocasset, objected to the discussion as requested by her Council.  Informal discussion continued. 
Bettina Washington questioned who the Pocasset were, how did they get recognized? 
Amelia Bingham, one of the original Commissioners, provided a historic perspective about the Watuppa Reser-
vation and the Wampanoag Reservation within the Freetown state forest.   
Ken Alves made additional clarifications about the two separate reservations - one in Fall River, the other in 
Assonet.   
Jim Peters explained that the reservation has been held in trust by the Commonwealth since its original incep-
tion in the 1700’s.  He further explained that as result of a past meeting with DCAM and the AG’s Office the 
intent of the agenda item was to discuss if the Commission would be the appropriate cognizant agency of the 
state to work with the beneficiaries of the reservation.  However, it was later learned that it would require a leg-
islative amendment for the Commission to act in that capacity. Additionally, during the inter agency meeting he 
was asked to organize a meeting among the beneficiaries and related state agencies for productive conversations 
on the status of the land, and to do long range planning for future generations.   
PROGRESS REPORT - INSTITUTE FOR NEW ENGLAND NATIVE AMERICAN STUDIES: 
Cedric Woods, who has been the Director of the Institute for New England Native American 
Studies for nearly a year, provided an update on his progress. He spoke of four areas high-
lighted in surveys taken during the 2006 Commission hosted workshop at UMASS. Those 
areas were:  Education, Health Disparities, Economic Development and Organizational ca-
pacity building.    
The Institute hosted a panel discussion June 2009 on the process of proposal writing. Over 
the past year Cedric has written several proposals for tribal groups.  A Community Building 
forum is planned for April.  This event is intended to bring together students, alumni, tribal 
leaders and staff.   
2010 CENSUS: 
Janice Falcone discussed the 2010 Census, emphasizing the importance of taking the cen-
sus and to make sure the Native of the family is counted first.  She distributed census 
memorabilia. 
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FEDERAL EMERENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA): 
Jim spoke of a request from the Mashpee Tribe to follow-up on consultation responsibilities 
with the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).   Inquiry to FEMA discovered an 
established network of federal tribes, and that workshops were being organized some specific 
to tribes and others to the general populations.  The primary meeting purpose is to apprise 
native and non-native communities of services that are available the process necessary to 
receive those services.  
OTHER BUSINESS: 
Bettina Washington of the Aquinnah Tribe had previously submitted a letter   to the Commis-
sion and was in attendance to ask the question directly, what is the process to recognize 
state tribes?  Jim Peters responded that there is no state legislative process, that the tribes of 
Massachusetts predate the Commonwealth and the United States. The historic tribes can 
generally trace their lineage to the 1859 Earle Report and demonstrate some evidence of con-
tinuous community involvement.   A letter that was sent to the Dept. of Interiors’ Indian Arts 
and Crafts Board, elaborating on the process, was made available.  
Gill Solomon, Punkapoag, questioned why his tribe was not on the list? Dr. Waters made a 
motion to add them to the list; Joanne Dunn advised that the Commission should first dis-
cuss a process, Jim Peters mentioned continuous existence.  Further discussion was tabled. 
Gill spoke of seats on the Commission and stated that term limits should be initiated. 
Mary Anne Hendricks stated that the Natick Nipmuc are not part of the Nipmuc Nation. 
Donna Mitchell suggested that an open meeting should be planned so that all the Native peo-
ple could come together and meet each other.   
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 PM. 
Submitted by Jim Peters. 
 

the Calendar ……………………………... 
June 5-6  
Worcester Intertribal Indian Ctr Powwow, Treasure Valley East Lodge Scout Reservation, 394 Pleasantdale Rd., 
Rutland MA 508-754-4994 (off Rte.122, take Rutland Rd to Old Coldbrook Rd to campground) 
June 19-20 (Date correction)  
Order for the Preservation of Indian Culture (TOPIC) 32nd Annual Powwow, Prowse Farm, 5 Blue Hill River Rd, 
Canton MA 508-292-7773 
June 26-27 
Order for the Preservation of Indian Culture (TOPIC) 32nd Annual Powwow, Prowse Farm, 5 Blue Hill River Rd, 
Canton MA 508-292-7773 
July 10 
Nipmuck Indian Council Strawberry Moon & Pot Luck, 1 PM, Chaubunagungamaug Nipmuck Reservation,  
School St., Webster, MA 508-867-7958 
July 25 
Nipmuc Nation: 57th Native American Fair, Hassanamesit Reservation, 80 Brigham Hill Rd., Grafton, MA 508-393
-8860 
August 28-29  
Four Winds 13th Annual Intertribal Powwow, Colt State Park, Rte.114, Bristol RI 401-943-7752 
September 11-12 
Nipmuck Indian Council, 30th Annual Nipmuck Powwow, Lake Siog, Dug Hill Rd., Holland State Park, Holland, 
MA 508-347-7829 


