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. GREAT DEALS

free FamilyFest Program for children
ages 3 to 12-a savings of $279. The deal
includes five full days of the Snow Sport
Program with lunch, equipment rental
and many activities. Call 800-451-8752
or visit www.smuggs.com.. From Feb. 4-11,parents who book a
Club Smugglers' package of five days or
more get free childcare at Alice's Won-
derland. Call 800-451-8752 or visit
www.smuggs.com.

SNOWSHOE MOUNTAIN,W. VA.,
showcases the newest gear during the
Demo Weekend Getaway. The weekend
costs $99 for two nights' slopeside lodg-
ing, two days' lift tickets, free demos Sat-
urday-Monday and daily apres-ski par-
ties. Call 877-441-4386.. Guests with children 6 weeks to 4
years old will receive a coupon for child-
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ANDES TOWER HILLS,MINN.,
will give you a punch and save you up to
50 percent off the daily lift ticket rate.
The transferable $34.50 three-time
punch card is good for one weekday, one
Saturday and one Sunday. The transfer-
able $75 five-punch card, which can be
used any day of the week, offers a 35
percent savings. Call 877-542-6337.

care for $35 per day (not including ski
program) Nov. 27-Dec.19. Reservations
required. Call 800-245-7669 or book
online at www.mountsnow.com.

STRATTON MOUNTAIN, \11:,
continues the Ski for Three, Stay for Free
midweek deal. Buy a three-day midweek
lift ticket for $125, and get two nights'
lodging free at select properties, includ-
ing the Liftline Lodge. For another $14
per person, get a third night's lodging.
The deal runs Jan. 2 through the end of
the season, except Jan. 15 and Feb. 17-
25. Call 800-787-2886 or visit
www.stratton.com.

SKI WINDHAM, N~, invites you to
ski first tracks (with a guide) before the
mountain opens for $14. Reservations are
required and skiers must be advanced-in-
termediate level or better. Call 518-734-
4300 or visit www.skiwindham.com.

CRYSTAL MOUNTAIN, MICH.,
encourages skiers to cut out of work early
to sneak in a few runs on the next day's
lift ticket. Starting from $49, this per-
night package includes studio lodging
and a lift pass. (Midweek lift tickets
alone cost $35.) Children 6 and under
ski free. Ages 7-18 pay $10 each. Offer is
valid from opening day through Dec. 14,
then on Tuesday and Wednesday nights
Jan. 2 through closing. Not valid Feb.
13-14 or Feb. 20-21. Call 800-968-7686.

DEVIL'S HEAD, WIS., offers $10 lift
tickets everyThursday night throughout
the season, giving new meaning to happy
hour specials.Call800-472-6670or visit
www.devils-head.com.

SHANTY CREEK,MICH., today,
BoyneMountain tomorrow. The Michigan
Ski Industries Association's $149 White
Gold Card is your gold mine. Show the
card at the lift ticket windows at each of
more than 20 ski areas around the state
and you'll receive a day lift ticket. Only
400 passes are issued. Call 248-620-4448
or visit www.goskimichigan.com.
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GOING UP
Over the years skiinghas grown bigger
and better, as has the cost In 1955, SKI
Magazine sold for 35 cents at the news-
stand, and a one-year subscription was
$2. This season the newsstand price is
$3.99 and a year's subscription is
$12.95 (but you get a free SKIT-shirt).
In the Fifties, Rossignol's new plas-

tic-covered hickory skis with steel
edges were a steal at $79.50. Forty
years later, Rossi's top-of-the-line skis
are listed at $719.
ThefirstedgesharpenerintheSix-

ties (the Sauson Ski Edge Sharpener, by
HanSim Ltd.) cost the ski elite $3.95. By
the Nineties,with better tuning technol-
ogy, the sharpener evolved into the likes
of the DMTMulti-Tuner,by Tognar,
with a diamond stone and side- and
base-edge filingand bevel control for
smooth bur-less edges. Cost: $34.95.

Even pre-season preparation has
becomemorehigh-techandmoreex-
pensive. For practicing balance in 1955
the BongoBoard, which balances on a
tube, was $14. The Rex Wedge, a
spring-loaded inclinefor stretching,
sold for $15 in 1976. The Skier's Edge,
an arched step slide so you can carve
at home, now sells for $695.

The moral of the story: As technol-
ogy advances, prices will continue to
go up, but so will quality and variety
of gear. -CASSI CLARK
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$0.35 $3.99
BUSTEX
$0.39 $159
UFTTICKET ATKIWNGTON, VT.
$10 $41
UFTTICKET AT SQUAW VALLEY, CALE

$5 $54
CARRERA GOGGLES

$3.98 $90
ROSSIGNOL SKIS

$7950 $719
TYROLIA BINDINGS

$5.95 $230
NORDICA BOOTS

$39.95 $645


