
La Tour du Chateau is a 

boutique, full-service holiday 
property that caters to groups of 
8-10 guests, providing exclusive 
access to the chateau tower, its 
gardens and pool.  There are four 
en-suite bedrooms, all with new 
bathrooms. Two rooms have lovely 
king-sized beds with one 
room featuring family 
style accommodations with two twin 
beds in a loft.  A double bedroom 
offers a cozy and peaceful stay, and 
lastly the beautiful twin bedroom 
converts seamlessly into a king to 
satisfy and delight our guests’ 
requirements. 
	 Our specially designed 
holiday offerings include 
transportation, gourmet meals, 
exquisite local wine, and unique and 
authentic French excursions. Here at 
La Tour du Chateau, our emphasis is 
on providing our guests with an 
extraordinary and memorable holiday.  
We are particularly proud to offer four- 
and seven-day wine packages that 
introduce our guests to some

Unique and 
authentic French 
experiences in 
relaxed luxury

La Tour du Chateau

Come enjoy delicious wines that rival 
those from Bordeaux, Burgundy and the 
Rhone.  Get in early on this phenomenon 
and enjoy the great value Languedoc 
vineyards can offer! To receive more 
information on La Tour du Chateau’s wine 
holiday offering email: 
contact@latourduchateau.com   
	 	  

Canal du Midi

The World of Languedoc Wines

up-and-coming Languedoc vineyards. For 
decades, the region has been known for 
inexpensive, low-quality wines consumed by 
the French troops. Today there is an evolution 
afoot — transforming from quantity to quality.  
Several vineyards are cutting back yields and 
making key investments that are translating 
into award-winning wines — some recognized 
by even the most discerning critics such as 
Wine Spectator’s Robert Parker! 
	



contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

World of Languedoc Wines

“The Languedoc continues to produce a bevy of 
brilliant wines, most of which — if based on the 
number of wines brought into the U.S. — go 
unnoticed by the U.S. consumer…This is a terrific 
region that’s producing distinctive, world-class 
wines that merit your hard-earned money, limited 
space in the cellar, and a spot on the table.” 

	 Jeb Dunnuck, Wine Advocate 
Languedoc-
Roussillon



Arrival Day 

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package

• Arrive at La Tour du Chateau


• Freshen up


• Welcome apéritif and canapés on La Tour du Chateau’s patio


• Three-course gourmet dinner with specially selected 
Languedoc wine


• Early evening 

Sunday

Front salons with breathtaking 
views of the famous Canal du Midi. 

Cozy living room provides another private 
space for quiet time or small gatherings.

Antique dining table offers seating for 12.

Private pool and al fresco dining for 12



Aging of wine before bottling is 
done both in tanks and barrels. 

Chateau Saint Jacques d’Albas

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Monday

Graham Nutter 
Owner, Chateau St Jacques d’Albas 

Surrounded by history from Roman 
times, the 13th Century Cathar religious 
movement and Saint Jacques de 
Compostelle pilgrimages, the domain 
has been producing award-winning 
Minervois AOC wines since 2001, 
when Graham Nutter purchased it.

Grapes grown at the vineyard include: Cabernet, Grenache, 
Mourvèdre, Syrah, Vermentino, Viognier and Roussane. 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Saint Jacques d’Albas Recognition

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Monday

St Jacques wines are regularly written up in France, Germany and Belgium, as well as the UK. 


Jancis Robinson, the UK’s equivalent 
of Wine Advocate Robert Parker and 
the advisor for Queen Elizabeth’s wine 
cellar, has positively commented about 
the Chateau's wines for over ten years.

Concours Mondial Bruxelles 2010 

La Chapelle St Jacques 2007 
Silver Medal 

Chateau St Jacques d'Albas 2008 
Silver Medal 

La Chapelle St Jacques 2006 
Silver Medal 
 
Chateau St Jacques d'Albas 2007 
Silver Medal 

Notable Successes "RVF N° 542  
June, 2010

Jancis Robinson 
British Wine Critic 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Monday

• Tour of the vineyard and the historic grounds


• Cooking class with Michelin Starred Chef Jean-Marc Boyer


• Prepare three-course lunch


• How to use wine in sauces


• How to select wine for each course


• Three-course gourmet lunch at St. Jacques d’Albas matched with 
vineyard wines


• Return to La Tour du Chateau to relax before dinner


• Gourmet meal at the tower with select wines from the region


Jean-Marc Boyer 
Owner & Michelin Starred Chef 

Le Puits du Trésor 

After 18 years of innovating at highly 
regarded Parisian restaurants such as 
Michelin three-star restaurant 
L’Ambroisie, Pierre Gagnaire, and 
Dodin-Bouffant Jean-Marc Boyer 
returned to his native Languedoc in 
2003 to open his own restaurant in 
Lassoers called Le Puits du Trésor.  Le 
Puits, a six-table establishment in an 
old textile factory overlooking the Orbiel 
River, earned a Michelin star in 2007.

A chapel, dating back 
to the 11th century

The domaine

Chateau Saint Jacques d’Albas Schedule

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Rives-Blanques

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Tuesday

Chateau Rives-Blanques’ mauzac Occitania 
2014 was chosen yet again for the 
exclusive World Business Class of KLM's 
trans-continental flights.  

Jan & Caryl Panman lived and worked in over a 
dozen countries in all corners of the world before 
Limoux’s stunning wines stopped them in their 
tracks. Chateau Rives-Blanques is a 22 hectares 
(54 acres) family-run estate near Limoux, 
surrounded by woodland in the foothills of the 
Pyrenees.  The grapes grown there include 
Chenin Blanc, Chardonnay and Mauzac (a 
renaissance grape that is used in both still and 
sparkling wines).  Nine out of their ten wines are 
harvested by hand.  In total, they produce just 
over 100,000 bottles per year.

Jan & Caryl Panman  
Owners, Chateau Rives-Blanques

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Rives-Blanques Recognition

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Tuesday

May 2015: Wine Advocate Rates Two Rives-Blanques Wines 
Among the Five Top-rated White Wines of Languedoc 

Rives-Blanques' chenin blanc Dédicace 2012…”another stunner from this 
producer”…was awarded 92 points.  “A beautiful white that’s well worth the 
effort to track down.” 

Rives-Blanques’ flagship wine Odyssée 2013…“a terrific chardonnay”…
was also given 92 points.  “The nose alone is worth the price of admission.” 

The four Rives-Blanques wines submitted to the tasting are “some of the 
top whites reviewed for this (Languedoc) report.” 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Tuesday

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

Abbey of Saint-Hilaire

Chateau Rives-Blanques Schedule

• Breakfast


• Visit Abbey of Saint-Hilaire — (Where sparkling wine was 
discovered…way before Champagne existed!)


• Visit Chateau Rives-Blanques, an exceptional producer in a region 
known for centuries as the exception of Languedoc


• Tour, talk and tutored tasting of the Rives-Blanques white and 
sparkling wines 


• Lunch at select restaurant


• Return to La Tour du Chateau to relax before dinner


• Enjoy dinner at a Michelin star restaurant 


World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Pennautier

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Wednesday

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

Louis XIII BedroomNicolas and Miren de Lorgeril 

	 Chateau Pennautier has146 hectares (more than 360 
acres) with new grape varieties planted over the last 35 years. 
Grapes grown at the vineyard include: Cabernet, Pinot Noir, 
Cinsault, Chardonnay, Malbec, Grenache, Merlot, Sauvignon, 
Syrah and Viognier. 
	 Touring the chateau itself is an amazing experience, one 
room in particular. In July 1622, the young king of France came to 
visit. As a gesture of gratitude to his host, he offered him his travel 
furniture, which is still kept in the room Louis XIII stayed in. 

	 The history of Chateau Pennautier started in 1620 under the reign 
of King Louis XII, when Bernard de Pennautier, Treasurer of the States of 
Languedoc, laid the first stone of the château.  Direct heirs of the 
Pennautier family, Nicolas and Miren de Lorgeril are the 10th generation of 
winegrowers since the estate was founded. They took over in 1987.	  
	 Chateau Pennautier is in the heart of the Cabardès appellation.  
This is the only appellation with both the Atlantic grape varieties finesse 
(Cabernet, Merlot and Cot) and the Mediterranean grape-varieties 
fruitfulness (Syrah and Grenache).  As a result, Cabardès offers complex 
and elegant wines.  

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Pennautier Awards

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Wednesday

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Pennautier Schedule

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

• Breakfast


• Introduction to Languedoc Wine 
(Vineyard and Languedoc history, grape types, 
wine production, harvest process, how to store wine, 
when to drink/hold wine)


• Chateau Pennautier tour 


• Vineyard tour 


• Picnic lunch among the vines 
(How to taste wine-beginner, vineyard wines with 
meal)


• Return to La Tour du Chateau to relax before dinner


• Apéritif and canapés overlooking the Midi


• Al fresco dining with hand-selected wines from the region 


• Jazz entertainment 

Wednesday

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Maris

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Thursday

Château Maris owns work horses. Each year 
some plots are ploughed this way. Barley, 
bulgur and mustard are grown between rows 
and then re-ploughed into the soil, along 
with organic compost, to enrich the land.

Robert Eden 
Co-owner & Bio-dynamic Wine Maker 

Chateau Maris 

Chateau Maris is a 79 acres biodynamic and organic 
estate divided into a multitude of small vineyards on 
the hillside above the village of La Liviniere, which is 
the first Cru Classe of the Minervois, in the 
Languedoc region. The majority of grape varieties 
grown are Syrah, Grenache and Carignan. 

Chateau Maris’ 9,000 square foot wine cellar maintains a 
stable temperature year-round without the use of air 
conditioning or heating. It’s sustainable, organic, all-
natural, odorless, and acts as a carbon sink–able to 
absorb carbon dioxide for up to 25 years. The vineyard is 
one of a kind in being the first to make its wine cellar out 
of a combination of hemp, lime and wood.  

"Perhaps THE most dedicated organic/biodynamic 
winery. Chateau Maris takes every possible step to 
work as naturally as possible. Winery building built of 
sustainable hemp, vineyards worked by horse and 
plow, biodynamic practices in the cellar and vineyard 
all are geared towards growing the healthiest fruit 
possible with the best expression of their local terroir 
in the sunny south of France. In addition, or perhaps 
as a result, their wines are exceptional values!" 

	 	 	 	 Chris Cree MW

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Maris Recognition

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Thursday

“One of my favorite estates in the 
Languedoc…the driving force behind 
the push toward biodynamic and 
sustainable farming. THE WINES ARE 
IMPRESSIVE ACROSS THE BOARD 
and offer serious levels of fruit and 
texture, while staying fresh, balanced 
and very drinkable.  All of which are 
reasonably priced, and in most cases, 
represent incredible values. Readers 
could do much worse than buying a 
mixed case of these wines, and they’re 
a great example of high quality wines 
from this special terroir."  

	 Jeb Dunnuck, The Wine Advocate

Wine Advocate #218 (April 2015) Jeb Dunnuck 

91 points 2013 Le Carignan de Maris “beautiful purity” 

90 points 2012 La Touge “textured and seamless beauty” 

90 points 2012 Natural Selection 

91 points 2013 La Touge 

91 points 2013 Natural Selection 

88 points 2013 Old School Rouge “delicious and easy going” 

91-93 points 2013 Las Combes Grenache “brilliant and vibrant” 

91-93 points 2013 Les Anciens Carignan “knocks it out of the park” 

91-93 points 2013 Les Planels Syrah “gorgeous purity” 

92-94 points 2013 Les Amandiers “worth the effort to track down” 

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Chateau Maris Schedule

Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

• Breakfast


• Wines, Laws and Methods 
(Languedoc governance and rules, what drives high-quality wine, 
sustainability and wine production, Languedoc vineyards and 
innovation, how to select/buy wine, wine tasting) 


• Chateau Maris tour 


• Restaurant lunch   
(How to taste wine-advanced, pairing wine with food)


• Return to La Tour du Chateau to relax before dinner


• Enjoy dinner at Michelin star restaurant

Thursday

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Cathar History and Languedoc Wine

• Breakfast


• Cathar tour with Oxford-educated historian, James McDonald


• Visit the Cathar site of Lastours to discover the local culture, language 
and history — both today and during the medieval Cathar times


• Lunch at a selected restaurant


• Visit the Cathar site of Minerve to learn how events influenced 
Languedoc’s wine history and are likely to affect its future


• Return to La Tour du Chateau to relax before dinner


• Special tasting dinner at La Tour du Chateau (see next page)


Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Friday

James McDonald 
Cathar Expert 

Oxford-educated researcher, writer 
and public speaker James 
McDonald possesses a broad and 
deep understanding of the Cathars 
and their adversaries based on 
decades of research.  James’ style 
is refreshingly entertaining and he 
has a gift for weaving a story 

Lastours  "The Towers"

Minerve

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Master of Wine Rosemary George discusses Languedoc’s quality evolution and what 
lies ahead for the region’s wine industry.


Rosemary will lead us through a very special tasting where we will compare 
Languedoc wines with others from well-known/well-respected regions in France 
during each course of our dinner: 

• Apéro 
• First course

• Main course 

• Dessert 

• After Dinner  

Special Tasting Dinner Program

Friday

Rosemary George 
Master of Wine 

One of the first women to pass the Master of 
Wine exams, Rosemary George has been a 
freelance wine writer since 1981 and has 
authored 11 books, including works on 
Chablis, Tuscany, New Zealand and the South 
of France.  She contributes to various 
magazines including Decanter, Sommelier 
India and www.zesterdaily.com.   She also 
writes a blog on the south of France, 
www.tastelanguedoc.blogspot.com  and 
chairs the Languedoc-Roussillon panel for 
Decanter Magazine’s World Wine Awards.   

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package

http://www.zesterdaily.com
http://www.tastelanguedoc.blogspot.com
http://www.zesterdaily.com
http://www.tastelanguedoc.blogspot.com


Departure Day

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

Saturday

World of Languedoc Wines 
Seven-Day Package



World of Languedoc Wines

DAY 4 

• Breakfast


• Cathar tour with Oxford-educated 
historian, James McDonald


• Visit the Cathar site of Lastours 
(local culture, language and history, 
today and during the medieval 
Cathar time)


• Lunch at a selected restaurant


• Visit the Cathar site of Minerve 
(how events influenced 
Languedoc’s wine history and are 
likely to affect its future)


DAY 1 

• Arrive


• Freshen up


• Welcome apéritif and canapés 
on tower patio


• Three-course gourmet dinner 
with specially selected 
Languedoc wine


DAY 2 

• Breakfast


• Introduction to Languedoc Wine 
(Vineyard and Languedoc history, grape 
types, 
wine production, harvest process, how 
to store wine, when to drink/hold wine)


• Chateau Pennautier tour 


• Vineyard tour 


• Picnic lunch among the vines 
(How to taste wine-beginner, vineyard 
wines with meal) 


• Return to the tower


• Apéritif and canapés overlooking the 
Midi 


• Al fresco dining with hand-selected 
wines from the region


 
 

DAY 3                                                

• Breakfast


• Wines, Laws and Methods 
(Languedoc governance and rules, what 
drives high-quality wine, sustainability 
and wine production, Languedoc 
vineyards and innovation, how to select/
buy wine, wine tasting) 


• Chateau Maris tour 


• Restaurant lunch   
(How to taste wine-advanced, pairing 
wine with food)


• Apéritif and canapés overlooking the Midi


• Three-course gourmet dinner with 
specially selected Languedoc wine 


• Jazz entertainment


Excursions are based on availability. All are first come, first served. 

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

World of Languedoc Wines 
Four-Day Package



Your Hosts

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

World of Languedoc Wines

Hinckley and Findlay 
Official Welcoming Committee 

The 4-year-old and 20-month-old 
Portuguese Water Dog “siblings” are 
eager to welcome guests with great 
enthusiasm! (Note: the breed has hair 
instead of fur, so they are hypoallergenic.)

Peter and Jodi Gaffey 
Owners, La Tour du Chateau 

Americans Peter and Jodi have had a two-
decade-long love affair with France, which only 
intensified during their multiple self-driven 
barge trips on the country’s canals. In 2014 
things became serious when Jodi surprised 
Peter with the idea of buying a second home in 
France. Two years later, the avid entertainers 
are opening their chateau tower to guests from 
around the world to share all the beauty the 
Languedoc region has to offer!



What Our Guests Say…

“This unique property coupled with the 
owners' ability to arrange everything 
for you, is a great place for a vacation, 
a family reunion, a destination event- 
or just a chance to relax in a quiet 

setting by the Canal du Midi.  Leave 
the details to the owners.” 

Elaine B. 

“The chateau tower is very 
spacious, beautifully 
decorated, and very 
charming.The owners are 
great hosts. They booked all day 
trips for us, and arranged all 
necessary transportation. It 
seemed like nothing was too 
much trouble for them.” 

Patricia M. 

“Perfect get away 
from hectic lives!” 

Carol S.

“There was no hassle of 
shopping for food, cooking, 
planning activities, or 

driving... just total 
enjoyment. Ideal!” 

Whitney R.

“What a wonderful place. The views 
were spectacular, and the 
accommodations were beyond our 
expectations. The gardens and 
landscape were exquisite. I guess I 
could say that the owner’s 
eye to detail was laser 
focused.” 

David G.

contact@latourduchateau.com 
+1 401.742.1883  
+33 4.68.65.35.70

World of Languedoc Wines

“We stayed 6 nights in La Tour Chateau 
and it was truly a unique experience. 

The owners are great fun - 
accommodating and 
gracious hosts.” 

Shari L. 




