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The Number Bean Bag

This fact sheet may be copied 
and shared for educational use.

Throwing number bean bags involves young children in 
physical activity while learning important number skills.

Children’s ability to throw the bean bags will vary 
considerably, so instead of throwing the bean bags, children 
may need to ‘place’ the bean bag rather than throw it.

Give out bean bags and ask the children to stand in place according to the number shown on 
the bean bag. Once in place the children number o�, 1, 2, 3, ...

The leader tosses a bean bag to another 
player. The other player must say the 
number that is on the bean bag (or 
count the number of dots). After all of 
the bean bags have been tossed, the 
players must place them on the ground 
in numerical order.

A bean bag is thrown to a player, who after catching it, looks at the number printed on the 
bean bag and tosses it into the air that many times, or hops or does some other action.

Two players share the bean bags and have to toss them so that 
they land in a line from the smallest number to the largest 
number. Then they play from the largest number to the smallest 
number. If children have trouble throwing the bean bags into a 
line and in the appropriate order, they could stand behind a line 
and then run from behind the line back and forth placing the 
bean bags in order. Rope may be placed onto the ground to help 
children line the bean bags up.

The teacher throws two bean bags, eg 5 and 9, so that 9 lands further away than 5 does. The 
player must choose a bean bag that �ts between 5 and 9 and toss it so that it �ts between 5 and 
9. The two numbers can be varied until there is a single bean bag that can be thrown (eg 7 and 9).

The teacher throws a bean bag, eg 4, and the player has to throw all of the bean bags that 
have numbers that are less than the one that was �rst thrown. The bean bags should not be 
thrown as far as the �rst bean bag. If playing ‘More’ then the bean bags with numbers that are 
more than the bean bag that was thrown should be tossed further than the initial bean bag.

Bean bags are placed in random order over a small area. A child has to run and pick up the 
bean bags in order, 1, 2, 3 ...

Games with Beanbags: Number O� Small Groups

Toss and Say 2 - 3 Players

Catch and Toss Small Groups

Order Order! Small Groups

Between Small Groups

More or Less Small Groups

Bean Bag Dot to Dot Small Groups
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Hop To It

This fact sheet may be copied 
and shared for educational use.

A bean bag is tossed near a child and the child must look at the bean bag, note the number 
on it and use that many hops to reach the bean bag. This will require some estimation.

Team 1: Bean bags numbered 2,4, 6, 8 and 10       Team 2: Bean bags numbered 1, 3, 5. 7 and 9
The bean bags are placed in two buckets (or hula hoops) about 10 m from each line of players. 
The player must run to the bean bag bucket, choose the bean bag with the smallest number 
on it and then return to the group balancing the bean bag on the back of their hand. The bean 
bag is placed on the ground and the next player sets o� and does the same. The team that has 
its bean bags laid out in order �rst, wins. If a player makes a mistake, the next player can �x it. 
The two teams may be separated into 1- 5 and 6 - 10. 

Remove one number bean bag from the bucket and ask two children to �nd which number is 
missing. Encourage them to lay the bean bags out in number order to prove which number is 
missing.

Challenge a player to toss two bean bags so that they land within a hula hoop and make a 
certain number. For example, if playing ‘toss to make 6’ a player could throw a bean bag 
numbered 1 and a beanbag numbered 5 so that they land near each other. The teacher can 
throw one bean bag and challenge the children to choose which bean bag to throw next.
Extension: Toss to Ten.

A bean bag is thrown to a player who must then run and collect that many of a particular 
object, eg  table tennis balls. The table tennis balls are then counted into a bucket in front of 
the group.

The bean bags are thrown to the children and they have to �nd a friend, that is a person with a 
bean bag that has the same number on it.
Extension: requires only one set of bean bags. Remove the number ten bean bag. Find a 
friend with a number that adds tto yours to make ten.
Advanced: The bean bags must add to 11.

Place ten A3 laminated sheets on the ground with either the appropriate number of dots, the 
numeral or the number word printed on it. The children must then throw the bean bag so that 
it lands on the appropriate A3 sheet.

Children stand a metre from a bucket and throw 
the bean bags into the bucket (Hula Hoop). They 
win points according to the numbers shown on 
the bean bag. Younger children can count the dots 
to work out the total. Older children can add the 
numbers.

Bean Bag Relay Two teams of �ve

Small Groups

The Missing Bean Bag Small Groups

Toss To Make Small Groups

Catch & Collect Small Groups

Find a Friend (Requires 2x 1-10 bean bags) Group of 20

Make a Match X - Y PlayersMake a Match Small Groups

Bean Bag in the Bucket (or Hula Hoop) Small Groups


