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Passionately committed to the belief that every child deserves to thrive in 
a nurturing, permanent family, NCFA’s mission is to meet the diverse needs 
of children, birth parents, adopted individuals, adoptive families, and all 
those touched by adoption through global advocacy, education, research, 
legislative action, and collaboration.

adoptioncouncil.org

The American Academy of Adoption Attorneys is a national association of 
approximately 340 attorneys who practice, or have otherwise distinguished 
themselves, in the field of adoption law. The Academy’s work includes 
promoting the reform of adoption laws and disseminating information on 
ethical adoption practices.

adoptionattorneys.org

The American Academy of Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys   is 
a credentialed, professional organization dedicated to the advancement 
of best legal practices in the area of assisted reproduction and to the 
protection of the interests of all parties, including children, involved in 
assisted reproductive technology matters.

aaarta.org

@adoptioncouncil

@adoptionacademy

@reprolawacademy

#h2hNOLA
Join in the fun on social media! Tag your 
posts and pics with hashtag #h2hNOLA.

Thank you to ART Risk Financial and Insurance Solutions, Inc. 
for their generous support of the From Helping to Healing program.
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September 22 – 24, 2016
The JW Marriott Hotel
614 Canal Street
New Orleans, LA 70130

Dear Friends & Colleagues: 
Welcome to #h2hNOLA! We’re thrilled to be gathered with you here in 
the fun and festive culture that New Orleans provides. We have a big 
program and lots of opportunities for learning and collaboration, but 
we hope you find time to check out some of the local charm too!
We are passionate about collaboration and the power of exchange this 
year. NCFA, AAAA, and AAARTA are long-time organizational partners. 
We partner regularly and our missions align on many common 
advocacy and educational goals. At an organizational level, along with 
our mutual goals such as achieving secure families for children, we 
consider one another friends. This year, we’re excited about the ways 
that friendship can become more personal. We take pleasure in noting 
that not just our leadership, but our memberships and communities 
and the diverse professionals they represent can all meet face-to-face 
and benefit from the expertise and excellence of one another.  
So, we give our welcome with some challenges we invite you to 
embrace this year. You have much more to do than learn this week. 
(Although we think our outstanding presenters will make for great 
learning opportunities, too!) Our challenge to you is to step outside 
your comfort zones and use this conference to expand your horizons 
to support the field. Some ideas: 

• Sit down next to someone you don’t yet know for a meal
• Introduce yourself to everyone you sit next to in breakout 

sessions
• Attend at least one breakout session that is a little outside your 

“comfort zone.” We all have lots to learn from those different 
than ourselves

• Find ways to stay connected through collaboration with new 
friends you make this week

• Commit to making at least one change (big or small) in the way 
you do your work based on what you’ve learned here

The work we all do to touch children and families can and should be 
improved by learning from those who work in different ways towards 
our common goals of supporting children and families. Thank you for 
being with us here and committing to learning and collaboration, and 
thanks for your daily efforts to work with excellence for children and 
families. 

 Warmly,

Chuck Johnson
President and CEO
National Council For Adoption

Colleen M. Quinn, Esq.
President
American Academy of Adoption 
Attorneys and American Academy 
of Assisted Reproductive 
Technology Attorneys

 Chuck and Colleen
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hawleyandassociates.com
Hawley and Associates provides specialized insurance products for child welfare and social service 
organizations across the country and the world. Our knowledge of the insurance industry, a sincere 
dedication to service, and access to specialty markets sets us apart from the rest!

coanet.org
Council on Accreditation (COA) is a not-for-profit 
independent accreditor of the full continuum of 
community-based human service organizations in the 
US and Canada. Today, more than 2,000 organizations 
serving more than 7 million vulnerable individuals, 
children, and families are members of COA’s “community 
of excellence.” COA accreditation is supported by 29 
national and international organizations, a cadre of over 
1,000 volunteers, and an international board of trustees. 

cairsolutions.com
CAIRS Solutions is a web-
based technology organization 
providing end to end solutions 
to private adoption and foster 
care. With over 100 years 
of combined experience in 
Adoption Services, Web Based 
Systems, Social Networking, 
Marketing, and Security, 
CAIRS software suite builds, 
manages, markets, and 
strengthens relationships.

americaschristiancu.com
Many families believe they cannot afford to adopt.  
At ACCU, we’ve designed an affordable solution for 
families to cover their adoption related expenses. Since 
2009, over 1,300 children have found their forever 
family through our Adoption Loan Program.

french quarter sponsors

garden district sponsors algiers sponsors

ncfa sustaining sponsor

gladney.org
For more than 125 years Gladney has been a pioneer 
and leading voice for improving the lives of children, 
adoptive families, and birth parents. With unwavering 
commitment, through good economic times and bad, we 
have focused on our mission and made a difference in 
the lives of birth parents, families, and children here and 
around the world. 
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fertilitysupportcenter.org
In order to meet the needs of those interested in supporting and pursuing this family-building option, 
the National Fertility Support Center was created. Since 2005, NFSC team members have served 
hundreds of embryo donors, recipients, and their children, establishing professional collaborations with 
medical clinics, physicians, legal associates, and adoption professionals around the country.

holtinternational.org
Since our founding in 1956, 
we have worked toward our 
vision through programs 
that strengthen and preserve 
families that are at risk of 
separation; by providing 
critical care and support to 
orphaned and vulnerable 
children; and by leading the 
global community in finding 
families for children who need 
them and providing the pre- 
and post-adoption support 
and resources they need to 
thrive.

Breakfast Sponsors
National Christian Adoption 

Fellowship

St. Elizabeth Foundation

AAAA Louisiana Fellows:
Terri Hoover Odom
Bernadette R. Lee

Edith H. Morris
Noel E. Vargas, Jr.

Albert F. “Jay” Widmer, Jr.
Jennifer Guillot Womble

Lanyard Sponsor
The Adoption Programs of 
Children’s Home Society & 

LSS

Program Sponsor
ART Risk

Break Sponsors
Adoption Choices of Texas

Council on Accreditation

Coffee Sponsors
American Adoptions

Buckner Children and Family 
Services, Inc.

Wide Horizons for Children

à la carte sponsors

Dessert Reception Sponsor
Consortium for Children

Parade Sponsor
Bethany Christian Services

Lunch Sponsor
America’s Christian Credit Union

Tote Bag Sponsor
National Fertility Support Center



Hawley & Associates LLC   
11911 NE 1st St. Ste. B102 Bellevue, WA 98005 

www.hawleyandassociates.com  *   info@hawleyandassociates.com 
Toll Free: 1-800-914-9135 * Main: 425-462-4758 * Fax: 425-462-4783  

 
 

SSPPEECCIIAALLIIZZEEDD  IINNSSUURRAANNCCEE  PPRROODDUUCCTTSS    
  

IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  PPaacckkeett  
  

 Child Welfare 
 Adoption Services 

 Foster Care 
 Social Service 
 Home Studies 

SPECIALIZED INSURANCE SERVICES 



Our Vision is that individuals considering or connecting 
through a donor conception plan will have access to an 
array of comprehensive support services that will prepare 
and assist them throughout their journey.

Our Mission is to provide education, assistance and 
resources that raise public awareness and encourage family 
building gifts that bring hope and life to others.

Our Service Mandate is to provide a full continuum 
of education, counseling and support services for those 
experiencing infertility; those offering the gift of a family 
building donation; those choosing to build their family 
through donor conception; and for the respective children 
born and connected along this journey.

fertilitysupportcenter.org
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continuing education

Social Work CEU
NCFA is pleased to offer up to 14.75 (13.75 for NY social workers) Continuing Education hours for 
participants of the conference. In order to be eligible, you must sign up for them with your conference 
registration or add them on later via our online form at FromHelpingToHealing.org. Costs of CE credit 
is $35 per person.

 Continuing Education (CE) credits are being offered through partnership with the National Catholic 
School of Social Service at The Catholic University of America (NCSSS) and Catholic Charities of Buffalo, 
NY (NY State only).

NCSSS (ACE #1424) is approved as a provider for social work continuing education by the Association of 
Social Work Boards (ASWB) www.aswb.org through the Approved Continuing Education (ACE) Program. 
The (NCSSS) maintains responsibility for the program.  ASWB Approval period: (2.2.16 to 2.2.17). Social 
workers should contact their regulatory board to determine course approval for continuing education 
credits.

Catholic Charities of Buffalo, New York SW CPE is recognized by the New York State Education 
Department’s State Board for Social Work as an approved provider of continuing education for licensed 
social workers #0191; Approval Period: 8/10/2015 - 8/31/2018

 CUA and CCDNY maintain responsibility for their individual programs and their content and adhere to 
all sponsorship guidelines for awarding CE credits.

To receive CE Certification you must complete an online conference evaluation form rating each session 
and sign in and out each day. CE Certification will be emailed to you approximately one week after the 
conference.

Attorney CLE
AAAA/AAARTA (“Academy”) is pleased to offer up to 11 hours of Continuing Education Credits (including 
1.5 hours of ethics credits) for participants of this conference. Additional CLE credit hours may be 
available depending on each state. 

The Academy will obtain CLE accreditation in Louisiana only for this conference. We will supply 
attendees with a copy of the letter of accreditation along with the materials and speaker bios for each 
of the sessions that qualify for CLE credit. This, along with your Certificate of Attendance, should allow 
attendees to obtain CLE credit in the attendee’s home state.  

Certificates of Attendance for the conference will be made available on the materials link after the 
conference. When obtaining your Certificate, please take the time to complete an online conference 
evaluation form rating each session and the overall conference. Be sure to sign in at least once during 
the conference as well.

Remember, it will be the attendee’s responsibility to apply for CLE credit in their home state.
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Our From Helping to Healing attendees represent a wide range of professions, specialties, backgrounds, 
and interests. While our daily plenary sessions are suited for all participants, you can customize your 
conference experience by choosing breakout sessions within the following tracks:

Practitioner
For professionals who work day 
to day with families, prospective 
parents, birth parents, expectant 

parents, donors, and children

Management
Need-to-know best practices for 

organizational leaders

Medical
Exploring the medical aspects of 
adoption and family formation

A.R.T.
For those in the assisted 

reproductive technology field

Adoption
For those in the adoption field, 

including domestic infant adoption, 
foster care, and intercountry adoption

Legal
Discussing the legal aspects of 
adoption and family formation

The Crossroads of Adoption, Surrogacy, 
and Third Party Reproduction
presented by Leslie Pate Mackinnon

plenary session | 8:30 – 10am

The landscape of families has changed dramatically. Families are no longer 
defined as a dad, a mom, two kids, and a dog. Only 25% of families fit that 
definition today, leaving 75% of all families falling outside our narrow view of 
family. It is important to educate professionals, who in turn will educate families 
about the advantage of openness and factual sharing. We learned through 
adoption that secrecy begat shame. With today’s advances in technology and 
DNA testing, there is no place for secrecy. Privacy yes; but not secrecy from 
the folks that are most impacted. The factors of openness and transparency 
regarding the ways a child comes into a family are even more significant in the 
family building arrangements made through surrogacy and ART. The complexity 
is somewhat greater, but the need for factual information remains the same.
In the opening presentation, Leslie Pate Mackinnon will explore the similarities 
and challenges faced by families created by adoption and assisted reproductive 
technology and how those families are more alike than they may think. 

registration & breakfast | 7:45 – 8:30am

thursday, september 22
The exhibit hall is OPEN from 7:30am to 4pm.

schedule
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Ile de France Ballroom
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Room A

Conspicuous Families
Equipping Parents to Nurture Children; 
Responding to Inquiries Pre and Post 
Adoption
presented by
Judy Stigger and Michelle M. Hughes

Who’s your real mom? Families made obvious by 
racial differences or parents’ gender orientation field 
comments, questions, and even threats from strangers 
as well as friends. Kids’ feelings about their family’s 
normalcy and own identity are impacted. This interactive 
workshop examines privilege and prejudice as they 
affect families internally and in their relationships 
with birth parents, offers resources (including a list to 
give families), and scripts for engaging families pre-
placement or responding when they call in distress ten 
years later. Teens divide professionals into those who 
“get it” and those who don’t. Come and get it – tools for 
referring and equipping families.

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption

Room B

An Alternative Approach to Older 
Youth Adoptions
What Works and What Doesn’t
presented by
Kendall Monroe and Ashley Fields

During this presentation, we will show what evidence-
based practices are shown to be the most successful 
for older youth adoptions. We will review the startling 
statistics plaguing our communities regarding the 
emancipation of older youth and show a program model 
that is untraditional, but far more effective in finding 
permanency for this population. We will explore a 
child-focused model that looks at previous and current 
relationships within the child’s circle and explore the 
most effective ways to recruit potential families from 
your community using volunteers.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 10:15am – 11am

breakout sessions | 11:15am – 12pm

Room A

Disruptions and Dissolutions 360
The Motivation for Pre-Adoption Education 
and Training
presented by
Leah Strom and Heidi Wiste

Providing pre-adoption training and education through a 
variety of formats and relevant topics helps to prepare 
adoptive families as they begin parenting older children 
and/or children with special needs. Learning from those 
that reach the brink of disruption or dissolution is our 
driving force to provide strong education. Assessing 
motivations for adoption, setting realistic expectations, 
offering helpful strategies, and building connections to 
supportive community services are essential to preparing 
any prospective adoptive parent. Focusing on the safety 
and needs of children must be the primary focus for 
social workers and adoption agencies.

Tracks
Practitioner, Medical, Adoption

Room B

The Birth Mother Roller Coaster
Navigating Through Guilt and Fear and 
Arriving at Self Love and Completion
presented by
Angela Rushing

In 1989, Angela stumbled through the fog of an open 
adoption with no guidance, no family help, no safety 
net.  She was scared and alone. Through the Grace 
of God, or Divine Intervention, she was guided to the 
right people, and finally found the perfect family for her 
unborn child. After her own experience, she created 
Healing Birth Moms, a support network for birth moms, 
to help them cope and successfully navigate the often 
confusing and frightening times before, during, and 
after the placement of their babies. Angela lives in Los 
Angeles and is currently writing her first book about 
her experience as a young birth mom. She has been in 
reunion with her daughter Holly since April of 2007 and 
has no other children.

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption
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Room C

Representing Agencies in Contested 
Adoptions
presented by
Amy Hickman and Eric Stovall

This presentation will address how to prepare agency 
staff and files in a contested case and how to effectively 
use mediation to settle cases. Attendees will learn how 
to prepare case workers as witnesses for depositions 
and cross-examination and the importance of keeping 
good case notes of all contact with birth parents and 
adoptive parents. Other topics discussed will be the use 
of a court reporter when taking consents to avoid fraud 
or duress challenges, gathering evidence of pre-birth 
abandonment and documents needed to support the 
case, obtaining and disclosing medical records, at-risk 
placements and disclosures to adoptive parents, and the 
use of mediation and PACAs to settle a case.

Tracks
Adoption, Legal

Room D

DNA in the Law
Adoption and ARTs
presented by
Dan Berger, Karen Greenberg, and Kayla Sheets

DNA testing has evolved tremendously over the past 20 
years. This presentation explains the process of DNA 
testing, and how accurate the tests are for certain types 
of family relationships. DNA testing can be an issue in 
surrogacy, paternity, family relationship petitions for 
immigration, etc. There are times where a party will 
challenge the results of a DNA test – and there are 
certain issues such as chimeras that may call the results 
into question. We will survey the use of DNA testing in 
state and federal law related to children, focusing on 
the science, and also on the regulatory and case law. Of 
particular interest is who can compel a DNA test, and 
who can have access to the results. The geneticist will 
also review the other uses of genetic testing, including 
genetic counseling, as involved in ART and adoption.

Tracks
Management, Medical, ART, Adoption, Legal

Room C

Adoption Disruptions and Secondary 
Placements
Putting the Puzzle Pieces Together to 
Move On
presented by
Trish Hackman, Steve Petrucci, and Denise Bierly

More and more, adoption lawyers, social workers, and 
other professionals are problem solving cases where an 
adoption is disrupting.  Managing the disruption in a child 
centered way makes all the difference in a successful 
secondary placement. Seasoned child advocates Patricia 
Hackman and Steve Petrucci join attorney and Academy 
Director of Adoption Denise Bierly to explore practical 
tips and best practices to manage a successful transition.  
In this session you will learn the importance of a healing 
relationship between the child and the primary family.  
The audience will be able to identify the common family 
traits of good secondary matches and how a child can 
be ages nine, three, and fifteen all at the same time!  
This panel will help participants learn to identify and 
recognize the six stages of a disruption and strategies 
for lower disruption rates overall.

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption, Legal

Room D

The Hague and International 
Surrogacy
presented by
Nidhi Desai and Anne-Marie Hutchinson

As surrogacy has become an increasingly viable option 
for family building, numerous issues have arisen 
regarding the ethics of surrogacy, as well as parentage, 
citizenship, and ancillary issues for the children born 
of these arrangements. This presentation will discuss 
the myriad issues surrounding such arrangements and 
will also focus on the efforts of the Hague. The Hague 
Conference on Private International Law is seeking to 
determine whether there is enough consensus and will 
behind developing an international treaty to address 
children and the parties involved in these international 
arrangements. The talk will cover the issues that have 
been discussed to date and the future role that such a 
treaty might play in the coming years.

Tracks
ART, Legal

thursday’s schedule
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Mary Landrieu started her career in public service in 1979, when she was elected 
to the Louisiana State Legislature at the age of 23 – the youngest woman to 
ever be elected – a position she held for eight years. In 1987, she was elected 
State Treasurer, and served with distinction for two terms. In the fall of 1996, she 
became the first woman from Louisiana elected to serve a full term in the United 
States Senate. As a member of the Armed Services Committee, the Appropriations 
Committee, Chairman of the Small Business Committee, and Chairman of the 
Energy and Natural Resources Committee, she became known as a tireless 
advocate for her home state.
 Senator Landrieu has also been one of the United States’ strongest and most 
passionate advocates for adoption, foster care reform, and a voice for orphaned, 
abandoned, and unparented children in the U.S. and around the world.  For many 
years, Mary Landrieu was the Democratic co-chair of Congressional Caucus on 
Adoption (CCA). The CCA is the largest bicameral, bipartisan caucus in Congress, 
operating in the House and Senate with the shared goal of ensuring all children 
know the love and support of a family.
Mary Landrieu’s work on behalf of children in the U.S. and around the world has been 
recognized by dozens of adoption, foster, and children’s organizations, including in 
1999, when she was inducted into National Council For Adoptions’ Adoption Hall 
of Fame. Because of her unparalleled work to advance the cause of adoption, her 
advocacy to bring safe and loving permanency for children that need families, and 
her work to make adoption more ethical and transparent, she will become only the 
fourth recipient in 36 years to receive the Ruby Lee Piester Award.

In honor of NCFA’s founder, the Ruby Lee Piester Adoption Award recognizes a 
lifetime of service to children, birth parents, and adoptive families. It is reserved 
only for those whose exceptional and extraordinary lifetime achievement has 
changed the practice of adoption for the better. 

Senator Mary Landrieu
Ruby Lee Piester Adoption Award

Susan Cox has worked with international adoption and child welfare issues for 
more than 33 years. Adopted from Korea in 1956, her life experience as an early 
international adoptee gives her a unique and personal perspective that has made 
her one of the world’s best known and most effective advocates for children and 
families. Susan is a frequent presenter and trainer on adoption issues and has 
testified before Congress on issues related to adoption, child welfare, and foreign 
affairs. Cox is a member of the Hague Special Commission, was a principal of 
the first HHS AdoptUSKids project, and founder of the International Gathering of 
Korean Adoptee in 1999 and the Reunion of Vietnamese Adoptee in 2000.

The Adoption Hall of Fame award is given in recognition of outstanding 
commitment, service, and sacrifice for the cause of adoption by an individual or 
organization who has positively impacted the practice of adoption. 

Susan Soon-keum Cox
Adoption Hall of Fame Award

Awards Luncheon
presented by National Council For Adoption
with the generous support of America’s Christian Credit Union

lunch | 12:30 – 1:45pm



  Thursday's Schedule | 11

As an adoptive parent and an adoption attorney who has helped over 1,600 families 
with their adoptions, Mark McDermott has a perspective that enables him to be 
sensitive to all aspects of the adoption process. With a practice that spans not only 
the metropolitan Washington, D.C., area but also nationally, Mark has helped to pass 
favorable adoption legislation in the District of Columbia, Maryland, Michigan, and 
Virginia and on the national level.
Mark’s background includes being the former president of both the American Academy 
of Adoption Attorneys (AAAA) and RESOLVE of the Washington Metropolitan Area. 
With his extensive background in handling cases in trial and appellate courts, Mark is 
comfortable representing adoptive parents and birth parents both inside and outside 
the courtroom. Because Mark is in a unique position to offer both professional and 
personal insights into many aspects of adoption, he frequently speaks to adoption 
groups around the country on topics as far-ranging as how to adopt or how laws of 
the different jurisdictions affect adoption.

The Friend of Adoption award is given in recognition of significant contributions 
made to the field of adoption by an individual or organization.  

Mark McDermott
The Friend of Adoption Award

Foster care alumna Nicole Marchman is a resilient survivor of traumas resulting from 
sexual and physical abuse, domestic violence, and the inherent instability of the 
foster care system. Determined not to let her past limit her future, Nicole found her 
voice and her courageous and inspiring message has helped to encourage and bring 
positive change to other trauma survivors. She now provides such support through 
None Lost Movement Ministry, an organization of abuse survivors she founded to 
ensure that victims no longer feel isolated and alone in the midst of their pain. NLMM 
offers education, awareness, and healing to children and young people ages 4 and up 
through conferences, counseling, and outreach services throughout the Tampa Bay 
area.  Nicole tells her own story of overcoming in her book Unbreakable Spirit Arises: 
From Broken Girl to Resilient Woman. She also served as a Foster Youth Intern with 
the Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute, which advocates for robust and 
effective national policies which impact foster youth, especially those which focus on 
kinship care and youth at risk of aging out of foster care. Nicole is also personally 
engaged in the foster care system – now as a foster parent providing loving care to 
children in need. She is currently pursuing the adoption of children in her care so 
that she can provide the permanent, loving family she believes all children deserve.

The Warren and Mary Alice Babineaux Award honors individuals and 
organizations that have gone to extraordinary lengths to ensure children who 
have been placed in foster care experience the love and stability that come with a 
forever family. 

Sixto Cancel is a foster care alumnus who has already made an extraordinary impact 
on the world at the young age of 24. Sixto founded Think of Us, an organization 
united around the belief that “surviving is not enough.” All young people, despite 
adversity can become thriving adults. Think of Us provides advocacy, support, and 
creative services which bridge the gap between technology and child welfare to 
improve the well-being and development of youth and families engaged with local 
and state services. While this is Sixto’s latest project, it is by no means his first. While 
still in high school, he began Stellar Works which provided after school tutoring and 
transportation to youth who needed extra support because of their involvement with 
foster care. As a Young Fellow at the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, Sixto 
supported the Success Beyond 18 campaign. He also was part of a large youth-led 
campaign for the Siblings Bill in Connecticut and other New England states. The bill 
passed, giving young people in foster care the right to visit their siblings. He also 
lead a grassroots campaign to break the pattern of giving youth a trash bag to put 
their belongings in when moving from home. Seeking to give youth a bit of dignity 
by providing duffel bags instead, he learned that Connecticut actually had a policy in 
place to provide duffels, but was not following it.

Sixto Cancel
The Warren and Mary Alice 

Babineaux Award

Nicole Marchman
The Warren and Mary Alice 

Babineaux Award

Ile de France Ballroom
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Room A

Making Sense of Your Senses
Sensory Processing Theory and Solutions
presented by
Meghan Nagle and Kelly Ryan-Schmidt

Many of the symptoms associated with ADHD/ADD, ODD, 
RAD, PTSD, etc. can be attributed to sensory processing 
difficulties. Sensory Processing is how we view and 
experience the world and take in information through 
our internal and external senses. Adverse experiences in 
early childhood can make taking in information through 
our bodies much more difficult. This workshop will allow 
the attendee an opportunity to learn the basic tenants 
of sensory processing and experience through hands-on 
activities and learn new ways to help your child meet 
their sensory needs in the home and school settings.

Tracks
Practitioner, Medical, Adoption

Room B

New Adoption Paradigm
Moving Beyond “Open Adoption” – A Family 
Systems Perspective
presented by
Richard Pearlman

This presentation proposes a new Adoption Paradigm, 
examining what lies beyond the conventional notion of 
“open adoption.” Hear about a new way of conceptualizing 
the experience of adoption, and consider, “Where is the 
field of adoption headed?” This new concept says, “When 
a child is adopted, everyone related to that child becomes 
part of a larger extended family network.” How this 
approach works and leads to increased understanding on 
the part of people whose lives are touched by adoption is 
discussed. The field of adoption is in a state of flux; this 
presentation examines what is coming next.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 2 – 2:45pm

breakout sessions | 3 – 3:45pm

Room A

A Call for a More Ethical and 
Professional Adoption Practice
presented by
Chuck Johnson

Despite validation by research and millions of successful 
outcomes, the noble institution of adoption is perceived 
by many to be in trouble. Declining numbers, allegations 
of corruption, disrupted placements, and unprofessional 
services leading to dissatisfied or traumatized clients 
dominate the public discourse on adoption. Hear 
NCFA’s president, Chuck Johnson, a 30-year veteran of 
adoption practice and advocacy, frankly discuss what 
must be reformed in adoption practice for adoption to 
thrive and better serve the long-term needs of children, 
birth parents, adoptive families, and adopted adults. If 
implemented, these recommendations may help ensure 
that adoption lives up to its full potential in the lives of 
those we serve. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

Room B

Consumers, Customers, or Clients?
presented by
Susan Myers and Ashley Kodet

Private adoption agencies have been charging fees for 
their services for at least the past 40 years, regardless 
of whether they are nonprofit, for profit, faith-based, or 
secular. Prospective adoptive parents are now confronted 
with flashy websites, pop-up ads, marketing campaigns 
on social media and other means of advertising, leading 
some to imagine that children are being advertised. 
Clients are often shocked to learn how much a domestic 
infant adoption will cost and assume there is a profit 
motive. There are many challenges today to the client/
agency relationship, and this workshop will seek to 
address some of the concerns workers have and explore 
issues related to the entitled behavior of prospective 
adoptive parents.

Tracks
Management, Adoption
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Room C

Can’t Live With Them, Can’t Live 
Without Them
How to Get Along with Licensing and 
Accrediting Entities
presented by
Lance Rich and Jennifer Flowers

This presentation will focus on obtaining and maintaining 
your license and accreditation and what to do when 
licensing and accrediting entities have you under their 
microscope, scrutinizing your practice. Administrative 
oversight can be extremely frustrating, particularly 
when it seems that the licensing or accrediting body 
is seeking to enforce sometimes arbitrary standards 
without understanding the realities of practice. Plus, how 
to avoid having your license or accreditation suspended 
or revoked. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Embryo Adoption vs. Embryo 
Donation
presented by
Daniel Nehrbass and Debra Peters

Many are surprised to learn that 1 in 8 couples is diagnosed 
with infertility. Advancements in medical technology has 
brought us In Vitro Fertilization (IVF) bringing the joy of 
family to many couples. However, IVF also creates some 
challenging medical and ethical considerations – like 
the more than 1 million cryopreserved embryos stored 
across the U.S. Embryo donation and adoption can 
bring prospective parents a new alternative, adding the 
option to give birth to adopted embryos. This workshop 
engages the ethical controversy, explores the definition, 
history, process, and laws surrounding embryo donation 
and adoption, and discusses the rationale for using the 
term “adoption.”

Tracks
Management, ART, Legal

Room C

Keeping Away the Bad Juju – Avoiding 
Liability & Malpractice
Review of Case Law & Ethics Opinions 
Impacting Agencies and Attorneys
presented by
Mary Beck and Colleen Quinn

This presentation will be a review of case law and ethics 
opinions against agencies, attorneys, and adoptive 
parents including torts from negligent and intentional 
actions for failure to disclose medical records, wrongful 
adoptions, and setting aside of adoptions. Also included 
will be the topic of legal exposure when an attorney 
wears too many hats, such as when she owns an agency, 
serves on its Board or as its Executive Director, and 
represents an adoptive parent or birth parent. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Today’s Child
Exploring the Overview and Intersection of 
Adoption & ART
presented by
Peggy Swain and Kurt Hughes

Whether adopted, born of a gestational carrier or 
surrogate, or created with donor gametes (sperm, egg, 
or embryo), today’s child created from these various 
forms of family formation experiences many of the same 
issues. This presentation gives an overview of how the 
worlds of adoption and ART intersect in a myriad of 
different ways – from the gathering of background and 
genetic data to the disclosure to the child to the search 
for identity and more. 

Tracks
Practitioner, ART, Adoption, Legal

thursday’s schedule
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Post-Adoption Support
Gaps, Needs & Solutions
presented by Dawn Davenport, Debra Waller, Rita Soronen, and Susan Cox

plenary session | 8:45 – 10am

Adoption is changing and with it comes the need for better post-adoption 
support for all types of adoption: foster care, international, and domestic 
infant. Pre-adoption education can only go so far in preparing families for 
the reality of adopting children who have experienced abuse, neglect, and 
institutional living. Even families adopting infants need support and education 
as more families are adopting transracially, adopting children with prenatal 
exposures, and trying to navigate the realities of open adoption. We explore 
with the panel and the audience solutions to providing support and resources 
to adoptive families once home with their child. 

breakfast & exhibitor hour | 8 – 8:45am

friday, september 23
The exhibit hall is OPEN from 8am to 5:45pm.
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pre-parade drinks & meet up | 4:45 – 5:15pm
Exhibitor Hall

parade through the french quarter | 5:15 – 5:45pm

with the generous support of Bethany Christian Services

reception at jax brewery | 5:30 – 8:30pm
The Riverview Room at 620 Decatur Street, #1A

ncfa hospitality suite | 8:30 – 10pm
room number to be announced

Ile de France Ballroom
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Room A

Applying Parental Attachment Styles
Assessment through Post Adoption
presented by
Celeste Snodgrass

Holt’s new program, Application of Parental Attachment 
Styles, applies evidence-based attachment research to 
the home study, matching process and post adoption. 
Knowledge of a parent’s attachment style provides 
critical assessment and matching information, enabling 
social workers to personalize parent training, ease 
bumps in post placement, and guide post placement 
interventions.

Tracks
Practitioner, Medical, Adoption

Room B

Adoption and Technology
presented by
Greg Phelps and Nathan Gwilliam

CAIRS and Adoption.com with combined years 
of specialized expertise will share tips, tools, and 
resources to improve the way adoption professionals 
use technology. Each speaker will present on how best 
to serve children, birth parents, and adoptive families 
through technology. They will share about how to build, 
strengthen, and manage relationships in adoption and 
foster care online. They will also touch on how to share 
information effectively with all the lives touched by 
adoption – from birth parents and prospective adoptive 
parents first interest to having post-adoption support 
resources at their fingertips online. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 10:15 – 11am

breakout sessions | 11:15am – 12:00pm

Room A

Caring for Older Children with 
Excellence
presented by
Whitney White

In this training we will explore the difficulties that come 
along with parenting pre-adolescent and adolescent 
children who enter families with many wounds, a hard 
protective shell, and various challenging behaviors. 
Parenting a child who has endured severe hardships 
requires extreme patience, profound empathy, and 
the proper management of one’s own expectations. 
Parenting an older child who has suffered great 
difficulties throughout his or her life is no easy task, 
yet with appropriate screening, proper education and 
preparation, and a firm commitment level, parents can 
help their children experience genuine healing and enter 
adulthood as cycle-breakers.

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption

Room B

Looking Beyond
A Roundtable Discussion on Post Adoption 
Support
presented by
Dawn Davenport, Debra Waller, 
Rita Soronen, and Susan Cox

A roundtable discussion, including the audience, of how 
best to meet the needs of families post adoption. We will 
address the hard and practical issues of how best to help 
families created by all types of adoption. We will hear 
what is working and where more services are needed.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption
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Room C

Advocating for Adoptions at the 
Federal Level
Congress & Administrative Agencies
presented by
Megan Lestino and Denise Bierly

Experienced policy and advocacy experts from American 
Academy of Adoption Attorneys and National Council 
For Adoption will share practical tips based on years 
of experience on how to make a meaningful impact 
through government advocacy. Presenters will discuss 
how to cultivate relationships with Congressional and 
other government offices, outline policy goals, and 
strategically advocate for outcomes that will improve the 
laws that impact adoption practice. You’ll learn from real 
life examples of making change on topics like the Indian 
Child Welfare Act and the Adoption Tax Credit as well as 
a brief overview of some of the legislation and initiatives 
currently in process.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

A Break in the Secrecy Levee
Open Records and Registry Issues in 
Adoption and ARTs
presented by
Mark Demaray and Robin Pope

A review of legislation and statutory issues dealing 
with access to original birth certificates and sealed file 
adoption records and a look forward to ART matters, 
similar issues and lessons to be learned by practitioners. 
The presentation will include a discussion of the history 
behind open records and registry issues, evolving trends 
regarding open records and donor registries as well 
as the pros and cons of open records. Finally, sample 
clauses for contracts will be reviewed. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, ART, Adoption, Legal

Room C

ICPC: The Secret Sauce in the 
Jambalaya
What to Know Before Crossing State Lines
presented by
Larry Jenkins and Stephen Pennypacker

This presentation will review the history of unregulated 
custody transfers, efforts to identify root causes, and 
steps being taken to reduce the need for and trauma to 
children moved without court intervention or approved 
home studies. Application of the ICPC to unregulated 
transfers and efforts to bring such transfers into ICPC 
compliance will be discussed. A brief overview of the 
electronic ICPC processing system will be given including 
current status and advantages in potential use by 
adoption attorneys and agencies. Application of ICWA to 
interstate transfers will be discussed with emphasis on 
voluntary transfers. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Zika Virus
Implications for the Exposed Child and 
International Travelers in Adoption and 
ARTs
presented by
Dr. Emily Todd and Colleen Quinn

This workshop will address issues that have arisen with 
the current Zika virus outbreaks, including:
1. What is microcephaly? What are the growth 

and developmental issues of a child born with 
microcephaly? What is the long-term prognosis of a 
child with microcephaly?

2. How to know if a child being considered for adoption 
has been exposed to Zika virus. 

3. Even if not adopting a child with Zika virus exposure, 
a family should know answers to the following: How 
does Zika virus affect adults? What precautions 
can be taken to prevent Zika virus infections when 
traveling to affected regions?

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Medical, 
ART, Adoption, Legal

friday’s schedule
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Room A

Providing Post-Adoption Services in a 
Community Setting
Understanding the Complex Mental Health 
Needs of Adoptive Children and Families
presented by
Farah Williams, Jon Holmes, and Lindsay Castillo

This presentation will provide an overview of the steps 
taken by PD1/FH to increase adoption competency among 
staff and the overall child and family service delivery. 
Case reviews will describe specific intervention steps 
used with adoptive children and families to strengthen 
attachment and maintain placement. In addition, the 
importance of post-adoptive services, including ways to 
increase parent-child attachment and ways to address 
the unique attachment needs that often develop after 
adoption, will be addressed. Practical applications 
and services that can be replicated in community and 
treatment settings will be provided for participants.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Medical, Adoption

Room B

Structured Analysis Family Evaluation 
(SAFE)
Protecting Children and Adoptive Families
presented by
Kate Cleary and Ashley Whiteside

Structured Analysis Family Evaluation (SAFE) is a 
research based, uniform and structured home study 
methodology that is in use in 46 states and 6 Canadian 
provinces for adoption, foster care and kinship care. SAFE 
is a structured home study methodology that allows child 
welfare agencies to quickly and systematically evaluate 
prospective families for foster care and adoption. Using 
research-based tools and processes, SAFE allows 
even the most novice Home Study Practitioner to do a 
thorough job evaluating prospective families. The SAFE 
Desk Guide provides a uniformity of evaluation which is 
fair to all applicants as well as clinical support to Home 
Study Practitioners.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 3 – 3:45pm

Room A

Transracial Parenting
presented by
Joe Kroll

As a parent who adopted transracially and now has two 
beautiful Korean-American grandchildren, Joe Kroll  will 
share his personal and professional experiences in his 
many years of experience as an adoption professional. 
He will share NACAC’s Transracial Self Awareness tool 
and curriculum that helps parents self-assess whether 
they are prepared to parent transracially, and parenting 
techniques and resources to help parents successfully 
raise children adopted transracially.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

Room B

Supporting Waiting Families
presented by
Kimberly Harrell

It is easy to neglect our families once they are finished 
with their home study and waiting for placement. This is 
certainly not our intent but it happens. How we support 
our prospective adoptive families during this time can 
influence their feelings about the entire process. We 
want families to see us as an ongoing resource but if we 
cannot support them during their period of waiting they 
will not seek us out when they need help down the road. 
Let’s talk about how we can support our families so they 
feel empowered and not defeated.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 2 – 2:45pm

networking lunch | 12:15 – 1:45pm Ile de France Ballroom



  Friday's Schedule |  19

Room C

USCIS Adoption Processing Support
Congress & Administrative Agencies
presented by
Cindy Jones and Sunny Boyce

moderated by
Irene Steffas

USCIS’s Cindy Jones (NBC) and Sunny Boyce (Intl 
Ops) will discuss issues related to the processing 
and implementation of intercountry adoptions. They 
will provide support and answer questions related 
to application processes and necessary paperwork 
pertaining to adoption providers and families including 
the I-600a and I-600 as well as I-800a and I-800 forms. 
Q & A with the experts will be available at the end of this 
interactive session.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Cooking up Creative Solutions
Insurance and Escrow Money Management 
in ARTs
presented by
Virginia Hart and Stan Brenner

This presentation will discuss the current state of the 
insurance industry as it pertains to surrogacy. Attention 
will be given to the following areas: open enrollment 
of 2016 including which plans are no longer surrogate 
friendly, plans that have left the market in 2017 and 
therefore enrolled members must purchase a new plan, 
and plans that will allow for dual coverage including 
states that have plans that will allow for dual coverage. 
Options will be explored utilizing real examples – what 
is possible and what should be avoided. Also explored 
will be utilizing the surrogate’s existing insurance as well 
as non-ACA options. Included in the discussion will be 
newborn insurance and what the law states, including 
information form insurance policies and carriers. 

Tracks
ART, Legal

Room C

Department of State Panel on 
Intercountry Adoption
presented by
Trish Maskew

moderated by
Irene Steffas

Trish Maskew, Director of the Office of Children’s Issues 
in the U.S. Department of State, will discuss policies 
regarding international adoption to the U.S. She will 
address issues related to the Universal Accreditation 
Act, Hague and Non-Hague Convention protocols, and 
country specific solutions that are being implemented 
or considered to advance the cause of intercountry 
adoption. Time will be reserved for questions and 
conversations with Ms. Maskew and other attending 
Department of State officials.

Tracks
Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Genetics in ART & the Law
presented by
Dr. Emily Todd and Susan Stockham

Assisted reproductive technologies (ART) have opened 
the doors to many couples facing infertility. Even couples 
with specific genetic disorders are able to utilize ART to 
reduce their risk of passing on a genetic condition to 
their child through a process known as preimplantation 
genetic diagnosis. But ART is not without certain genetic 
risks to the child. This talk will seek to inform attendees 
about both the genetic risks and benefits to utilizing ART 
in growing a family. 

Tracks
Medical, ART, Legal
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10 Morale Boosters for Your Staff
presented by Daniel Nehrbass

Dinosaur Discernment: Top 10 Things 
We Wish We Knew 25 Years Ago
presented by Andrea Stawitcke and Sue Orban

Endearing the Adopted Child... 
Enduring the Home Study Review 
Process
presented by Myriam Avery and Debby Fields

First Contact with Birth Parents: The 
Hard Questions that Must Be Asked
presented by Nidia Sica

Foster Kids and Outgoing Adoption: 
It’s a Small World and All Children 
Need Families
presented by Michael Goldstein

Increasing Permanency Options: 
Private Adoption of Foster Care 
Children
presented by Jeanne Tate

International Kinship Adoption: Not as 
Easy as You Might Think
presented by Heather Smith

The Adoption Tax Credit Still Works!
presented by Becky Wilmoth

The Future of Second Parent Adoption 
Post-Obergefell
presented by Deb Guston

The Teen Brain and Oxytocin:  A Risky 
but Manageable Combination
presented by Sharon Fox

breakfast & exhibitor hour | 8 – 8:30am

saturday, september 24
The exhibit hall is OPEN from 8am to noon.

coffee, snacks & exhibitor break | 3:45 – 4:15pm

lightning talks | 4:15 – 5:30pm

dine around | 6 – 7:30pm

Friday night, we will spill onto the streets of New Orleans, tasting local cuisines, drinking 
local brews, and enjoying everything New Orleans has to offer. Visit the registration table 
for a list of suggested restaurants or to ask questions about pre-booked reservations.

dessert & jazz reception | 8 – 10pm

with the generous support of Consortium for Children

Join us in the Ile de France Ballroom for drinks, dessert, and conversation. Live piano 
music by Ken Wolfe.
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Room A

5 Dysfunctions of a Team
based on the book by Patrick Lencioni
presented by
Jennifer Lanter

The Five Dysfunctions of A Team teaches lessons about 
using leadership to inspire real teamwork. One of the 
most counterproductive challenges organizations face 
are team members rowing in different directions. We 
will discuss how this book influenced great change in 
a real life leadership team and how facing our own 
vulnerabilities can and will make strong, effective teams.

Tracks
Management

Room B

Helping Your Clients Fund Their 
Adoption
presented by
Natalie DePrat, Chuck Fortener, and Becky Wilmoth

moderated by
Kelly Ellison

A diverse panel of adoption finance superstars will 
join forces to help you help your families find their 
way through the financial costs of adopting. Experts 
will touch on financing options that apply to families 
pursuing intercountry, infant, or foster care adoptions. 
Our team of experts will teach us about the processes, 
pros and cons of the adoption tax credit, adoption loans, 
fundraising, crowdsourcing, applying for grants, and 
more. Don’t miss this chance to hear from and spend 
time in Q&A with some of the nation’s best experts on 
financing adoptions.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption

breakout sessions | 9:30 – 10:15am

Room A

Team Approach in Assessing Children 
of Early Neglect
ADHD vs Anxiety and Other Confusing 
Conditions
presented by
Carin Kiser, Kelly Curry, and Amy Elmore

Children of early emotional neglect and trauma can 
present in a variety of ways which can be difficult to sort 
through. Many behaviors can look similar but have very 
different underlying causes which must be evaluated 
by experienced professionals in order to implement 
therapeutic techniques that will actually be helpful to 
the child. This presentation given by the UAB IAC team 
consisting of a pediatrician, developmental OT, and family 
therapist will explore how anxiety, ADHD, attachment 
difficulties, emotional dysregulation, executive function 
difficulties, and sensory processing disorders can all look 
like a hyperactive and inattentive child. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management

Room B

Answering Questions for Adult 
Adoptees
presented by
Rhonda Jarema

Adoption agencies frequently receive calls from adult 
adoptees wanting information about their birth family, 
how to contact them and how to obtain their original 
adoption paperwork. Regulations in many states and 
countries prevent us as providers from handing over the 
information. Often, at least some of the information is 
available from their adoptive parents. How do agencies 
help these adults navigate the emotional minefield, while 
following their own legal guidelines? This presentation 
will focus on the work done with adult adoptees to help 
them with this process. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption

breakout sessions | 8:30 – 9:15am
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Room C

US HHS & AAAA Joint Presentation 
& Discussion of the New ICWA 
Regulations
How the Regulations Will Affect Adoption 
Practice for Indian Children
presented by
Mark Fiddler, Heather Zenone, and Larry Jenkins

AAAA Fellows Mark Fiddler and Larry Jenkins discuss how 
the newly minted Bureau of Indian Affairs’ binding ICWA 
regulations, which take effect December 12, 2016, will 
affect your adoption practice. Come find out if you must 
notify the tribe in your voluntary proceeding, whether 
adoptions are transferable to tribal court, how the 
placement preferences apply, when you must seek tribal 
verification of a child’s Indian status, and more! Mark and 
Larry will be joined by Heather Zenone, Administration 
for Children, Youth, and Families (US HHS).
Extended until 10:30am.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Family Matters
Secrecy and Belonging in Adoption and Third 
Party Reproduction
presented by
Jessica Harrison

Highlighting the narratives of adopted and donor-
conceived adults about identity and the family, we 
will address the tension that lies in the contrast of our 
social structures, policies, and systems reflecting the 
traditional nuclear family. We will explore practice and 
policy, and begin to answer challenging questions about 
what matters when we embrace technology, make 
parents, and grow families. 

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, ART, Adoption, Legal

Room C

What You Need to Tell Adoptive 
Parents About Social Security 
Numbers 
presented by
Eric Freeby 

What agencies and attorneys need to know about 
obtaining social security numbers for domestically born 
children.  This program will discuss the following:
1. New internal policies and procedures regarding the 

issuance of social security numbers for adopted 
children

2. Proposed legislation intended to prevent the 
fraudulent use of an adopted child’s social security 
number

3. Practical tips for obtaining a social security number 
for adopted children

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

Room D

Cultural Competency
Working with LGBTQ Clients in Adoption and 
ART Matters
presented by
Deb Guston

With more and more LGBTQ couples and singles wishing 
to build families through adoption and ART, professionals 
seeking to expand their practices may need to consider 
their own comfort and cultural competency when 
working with the LGBTQ community. This session will 
explore language and history to increase professionals’ 
facility with terms and concepts essential to sensitive, 
respectful, and knowledgeable interactions with LGBTQ 
clients. The session will explore the differences between 
sexual orientation and gender identity; assist with 
interactions that respect an individual’s self-identification, 
and provide a substantive update on barriers to adoption 
and reproduction faced by the LGBTQ community. An 
interactive panel – the audience will be encouraged to 
participate with questions and in dialogue with the panel.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, ART, Adoption, Legal

saturday’s schedule



 | From Helping to Healing24

roundtable sessions | 12 – 1pm

Room A

Country Caucus Roundtable
China

Room B

Country Caucus Roundtable
Kyrgyzstan

Regional Caucus Roundtable
Eastern Europe

Room C

ICWA Q & A
A Joint Discussion by AAAA and U.S. HHS
presented by
Mark Fiddler and Heather Zenone

A Continued Discussion from our 9:30 Session!

Room D

Intercountry Adoption
The Current Trend in Ethiopia
presented by
Dagnachew Abetew

Ethiopia has been one of the leading destinations of 
intercountry adoption from Africa in recent years. The 
number of intercountry adoptions grew to over 4,000 in 
2010. In response to negative reports surfacing about 
the process of intercountry adoption, the Ethiopian 
government has taken political, administrative, and 
legislative measures with the aim to reduce the number 
of intercountry adoptions. This presentation looks into 
these measures and what this means to the vulnerable 
children in Ethiopia.

Tracks
Practitioner, Management, Adoption, Legal

plenary session | 10:45 – 11:45am

coffee & refreshments | 10:15 – 10:45am
Last chance to visit our exhibitors!

Ethics in Adoptions and ARTs
Evaluating Decisions, What Duties are 
Owed, and Whose Interests are Served
presented by Gary Debele and Dana Prescott

What drives the duty/standard of care? Is it the best interests of the child 
or serving the adult interests of needing a child? What duties are owed to 
non-clients? To children, it’s the duty to place them in a safe home. To birth 
parents, it’s the duty of candor; not encouraging birth mothers to lie about 
the birth father being unknown or giving birth fathers notice and clear lines 
of who you represent. Issues of separate legal representation of birth parents 
and ineffective assistance of counsel will be addressed, as well as other related 
topics. 

Ile de France Ballroom



roundtable sessions | 1 – 2pm

Room A

Country Caucus Roundtable
Colombia

Room B

Country Caucus Roundtable
Haiti

Regional Caucus Roundtable
Africa

Room C

Intercountry Reaccreditation 
Roundtable Discussion

Room D

Preparing Parents to Adopt Older 
and Special Needs Children from 
India
presented by
Deepak Kumar

There is need to advocate for placement of older and 
special needs children in adoption, as every child has 
a right to family. Because these children cannot be 
institutionalized for indefinite periods, their placement 
in intercountry adoptions could be considered a better 
option if such children are not placed in families within 
their birth countries. As India develops a new adoption 
regime that is progressive and more transparent, now 
is the time to make combined efforts to find families 
for these children.

Tracks
Practitioner, Adoption, Legal

saturday’s schedule

Thank you for joining us at #h2hNOLA!
We hope to see you again in 2017.
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Leslie Pate Mackinnon
Leslie Pate Mackinnon has practiced psychotherapy for four decades. She resides 
in Atlanta and presents both nationally and internationally on the issues that 
impact families conceived through adoption and third-party reproduction. She’s 
been featured on Good Morning America, CNN, Dan Rather Reports and The Katie 
Couric Show along with her oldest son. Leslie is featured in a book The Girls Who 
Went Away and a documentary A Girl Like Her. Drawn to the field by placing 
her two firstborn sons for adoption when she was a teenager, her passion is to 
educate as many therapists as possible; before she drops! She currently serves 
on the Donaldson Adoption Institute’s Board of Directors and Concerned United 
Birthparents’ Board of Directors. She offers consultation for the new TLC program 
Long Lost Family. Her job is that of helping the participants manage the emotional 
intensity of the reunion process. For more information about Leslie, please visit 
www.lesliepatemackinnon.com.

Susan Soon-keum Cox
Susan Soon-keum Cox is Vice President of Policy and External Affairs at Holt 
International Children’s Services. Adopted from Korea, her life experience as an 
early international adoptee gives her a unique and personal perspective as an 
adoption and child welfare advocate. In 2002, the Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption Institute presented Susan with an Angel in Adoption® award. 
A nationally recognized presenter on international adoption, Susan has been 
a guest on the Today Show, Good Morning America, CNN, NBC Nightly News, 
C-Span’s Washington Journal, Australia Today, NPR, and Voice of America, and has 
appeared in publications including Newsweek, TIME, Washington Post, New York 
Times, People, Oregonian, Baltimore Sun, L.A. Times, The Korea Times, Christian 
Science Monitor, Town & Country, and The Wall Street Journal. 
Susan has written for national and international publications including the Yale 
Journal of Law & Feminism; the Edmund S. Muskie School of Public Service; the 
American Academy of Pediatrics Journal; Portland State University; the Evan B. 
Donaldson Adoption Institute; and the Casey Family Foundation. 
Susan served on the first White House Commission on Asian and Pacific Islanders; 
is a member of The Hague Special Commission on Intercountry Adoption; was 
a principal for the HHS-funded “Collaboration to AdoptUSKids” and she regularly 
testifies before Congress on issues related to child welfare, adoption, and foreign 
affairs. 
Susan was appointed by the Korean government as a spokesperson for Korean 
Adoption; was invited as a special guest to attend the 60th Anniversary of Korea; 
presented at the Korean political Forum in Seoul; and in 2002 was appointed as 
Honorary Citizen of Seoul by then Mayor Lee Myung Bak. In 2013 she was appointed 
by the Republic of South Korea as an Honorary Consul for the state of Oregon. 
Her past and current board memberships include: Child Welfare League of America 
Adoption Advisory Committee; the Evan B. Donaldson Adoption Institute Ethics 
Committee; Women’s Campaign International; International Concerns Committee 
for Children; the Center for Family Connections; North American Council on 
Adoptable Children; the USAID Advisory Committee on Voluntary Foreign Aid; 
the White House Council on Women in the America’s; and the Joint Council on 
International Children’s Services. Susan was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of 
Humanities in 2010 by Northwest Christian University. 
Susan was the founder of the International Gathering for Korean Adoptees in 
Washington, D.C., and is the editor of “Voices from Another Place,” an anthology of 
Korean adoptees, and “More Voices,” an anthology of Asian adoptees.

keynote speakers
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Dawn Davenport
Dawn Davenport is an author, attorney, researcher, and the Executive Director 
of Creating a Family, the national adoption and infertility education nonprofit. 
As an adoptive parent and adoption educator frustrated by the lack of reputable 
educational information available online, Dawn set out to build resources that 
were unbiased, truthful, and free of charge. Today, Creating a Family has the 
largest digital library focused on adoption education. Rated one of the top 
online influencers in the field of adoption, the Creating a Family website, social 
media communities, and podcast reach over 500,000 families each year. Dawn 
is perhaps best known as the host of the Creating a Family radio show, which 
brings leading national experts for in-depth conversations on topics that are 
important to adoptive families. The radio show recently celebrated 1.2 million 
listens and tops the iTunes charts in podcasts relevant to children and families.

Rita Soronen
For more than 30 years, Rita Soronen has worked on behalf of abused, neglected 
and vulnerable children, providing leadership for local, state and national efforts 
working to improve the juvenile justice and child welfare systems, while striving 
to assure safe and permanent homes for North America’s children. 
Leading the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption, a national nonprofit public 
charity, since 2001, and the Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption-Canada 
since 2004, Ms. Soronen works to find adoptive families for each of the more 
than 130,000 waiting children in the United States and Canada’s foster care 
systems. Under Ms. Soronen’s leadership, the Foundation has significantly 
increased its grant-making and awareness commitments, while developing 
strategic signature initiatives that act on the urgency of the issue. In 2015, 
the Foundation dedicated more than $14 million to grants and award-winning 
national awareness activities, including Wendy’s Wonderful Kids, Adoption-
Friendly Workplace and the 100 Best Adoption-Friendly Workplaces list, National 
Adoption Day, poster and PSA campaigns, and Finding Forever Families: A Step-
by-Step Guide to Adoption. 
Ms. Soronen is past vice president of the board of the Congressional Coalition 
on Adoption Institute and a current member of the advisory board, serves on 
the advisory board of Barco’s Nightingale Foundation, and the board of Think 
of Us. Ms. Soronen is a recipient of the Angels in Adoption® Award from the 
Congressional Coalition on Adoption Institute, the National CASA Association 
Kappa Alpha Theta Program Director of the Year Award, the Ohio CASA/GAL 
Association Statewide Leadership Award, and was a 2013 recipient of WSNY’s 
20 Outstanding Women You Should Know. In January 2016, Ms. Soronen 
was awarded an honorary Doctorate of Community Leadership from Franklin 
University in Columbus, Ohio. She is a requested national speaker on the topics 
of children, the child welfare system, and social innovation. 
A graduate of the University of Louisville with graduate work completed at The 
Ohio State University, Ms. Soronen resides in Columbus, Ohio, and has four 
amazingly talented children.

Debra Waller
Debra Steigerwaldt Waller was named Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of 
Jockey International, Inc., in January 2001, following in the steps of her mother, 
Donna Wolf Steigerwaldt, who had previously held this post in the family-owned 
business. Debra joined the company as an Administrative Assistant in 1982 
and quickly ascended into the role of Merchandise Manager of Jockey for Her in 
1983. Debra’s growth within Jockey continued when, in 1991, she was named 
Director of Women’s Merchandising. She became Vice President and General 
Merchandise Manager of Jockey for Her, and in 1994, was named Senior Vice 
President of Special Markets.  In 1995, she became Executive Vice President and 
Assistant to the President until 2000, when she was named Vice Chairman of the 
Board and Assistant to the President.
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She received a Bachelor’s degree in elementary and special education from Carthage 
College in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
Debra is currently on the Board of Directors of The Dave Thomas Foundation for 
Adoption. In 2005, Debra founded Jockey Being Family, a corporate citizenship 
initiative committed to strengthening adoptive families for successful futures. In 
the past, Debra has served on the Board of Trustees of Carthage College and 
Board of Directors of Church Mutual Life Insurance Company and M&I Marshall & 
Ilsley Bank. Debra was a founding member and served on the Board of Directors 
of MargaretAnn’s Place, a non-profit, community-based organization dedicated to 
providing peer support groups and services for grieving children, teens, families, 
and communities who are coping with death and dying.

Gary Debele
Licensed in both Minnesota and Wisconsin, as well as being admitted to several 
tribal and federal courts, Gary A. Debele is a shareholder with the Minneapolis-
based law firm of Berg, Debele, DeSmidt & Rabuse, P.A. He is a 1984 graduate of 
St. Olaf College and a 1987 graduate of the University of Minnesota Law School. He 
is currently an adjunct professor at the University of Minnesota Law School where 
he teaches a capstone family law course with Professor June Carbone. Gary devotes 
his practice primarily to family law, juvenile law, and adoption, with significant 
expertise in third party custody, complex adoption and assisted reproduction 
matters, the interplay of juvenile and family court, the drafting of cohabitation, 
prenuptial, and post-nuptial agreements, and family and child welfare issues in 
tribal courts. With an extensive appellate practice, he has been involved in 10 cases 
before the Minnesota Supreme Court and more than 30 cases before the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals, with several noted decisions in the areas of third party custody, 
adoption, and custody relocation. Gary has also participated in several tribal court 
appeals and he has filed several certiorari petitions with the United States Supreme 
Court. Gary and another attorney were instrumental in drafting the first version 
of Minnesota’s Birth Father’s Adoption Registry statute. He served as a member of 
the Minnesota Supreme Court’s Juvenile Protection Rules Committee from 2002 
to 2006, which included the drafting of the Rules of Adoption Procedure for the 
state of Minnesota. Gary has been repeatedly designated as a Super Lawyer, a Top 
100 Lawyer, and a Top 40 Family Law Attorney by Law and Politics. In 2007 and 
2009 he was named one of the Top 10 attorneys in the state of Minnesota by that 
same publication. In 2010 he was named an Attorney of the Year by Minnesota 
Lawyer. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (AAML), 
the International Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers (IAML), AAAA, and AAARTA.  
He has long been listed in the Best Lawyers in America. He was a founder and 
then the first president of the Minnesota Chapter of the Association of Family and 
Conciliation Courts. Gary received a Master of Arts degree from the University of 
Minnesota in 1991 in American legal and constitutional history; his advisor was 
noted legal and constitutional historian Paul L. Murphy. The title of Gary’s master’s 
thesis was “The Origins and Early Years of American Juvenile Courts: the Impact 
of Changes in American Domestic Relations Law and Criminal Procedure from 1880 
to 1920.”  For further information, see Gary’s profile on his firm’s website: www.
innovativefamilylaw.com. 

Dana Prescott
Dana E. Prescott is a partner in Prescott, Jamieson, & Murphy Law Group LLC, 
Saco, Maine, and has been licensed to practice in Maine and Massachusetts since 
1983. He is a former chair of the MSBA’s Family Law Section, Past President of the 
MSBA and the New England Bar Associations, and is a Fellow of the International 
Academy of Family Lawyers and American Matrimonial Lawyers. He is rostered as 
a GAL in Maine, holds a MSW and PhD in Social Work and frequently writes and 
speaks on family law and social works topics. He is also an adjunct faculty for policy 
and advocacy in the PhD and MSW programs at Simmons College, and has been an 
adjunct in MSW programs at Boston University, Boston College, and Salem State 
University.



  Keynote Speakers |  29



 | From Helping to Healing30



  Speakers |  31

speaker bios
Dagnachew Abetew
Mr. Dagnachew Tesfaye Abetew is a licensed federal 
lawyer in all levels of the Federal Courts of Ethiopia. He 
has more than nine years’ experience in legal advisory 
and representation of adoption cases. He is the founder 
and partner at Daganchew Tesfaye and Mahlet Mesganaw 
Law Office. He has served as a Judge in the Federal 
First Instance Court of Addis Ababa from 2003-2006. 
He presided over the adoption bench. As a lawyer, he 
assisted in the conclusion of several private adoptions 
for British and few American families.

Mr. Abetew has obtained his LLB Degree from Addis 
Ababa University in August 2001. He also obtained his 
LLM Degree in Public Laws in August 2006 from Addis 
Ababa University. He is a member of the Ethiopian 
Bar Association and the Ethiopian contributor for the 
World Bank Doing Business Project and the World Bank 
Women, Business and the Law Projects. 

Mary Beck
Professor Mary Beck taught in Schools of Nursing 
and Medicine for 13 years before joining the Missouri 
University law faculty in 1993 as Director of the Family 
Violence Clinic. Her work history includes a law school 
based practice representing indigent domestic violence 
victims and dying custodial parents; a private law 
practice consulting in adoption, assisted reproductive 
technology, and surrogacy; serving as a faculty member 
and administrator in schools of nursing and medicine; 
working as a certified family nurse practitioner at the 
Columbia Free Clinic, at publicly funded walk in clinics, 
and at Missouri University Hospital and Clinics; and 
drafting multi state and federal legislation involving 
birth parents’ rights, adoption of children, stand by 
guardianship, and domestic violence. 

Mary is an original member of the Missouri Battered 
Women’s Clemency Coalition and has participated in 
domestic violence clemency advocacy and litigation.

Dan Berger
Dan Berger is a partner at the law firm of Curran & 
Berger in Northampton, MA, and a frequent speaker, 
editor and writer on immigration law. He won the 
1995 American Immigration Lawyers Association 
(AILA) annual writing competition for an article on INS 
policies toward international adoptions. Dan has also 
been editor for the AILA Immigration & Nationality 
Law Handbook since 2000, and edited Immigration 
Options for Academics and Researchers (2005 and 
2011 editions), the International Adoption Sourcebook, 
and the Diplomatic Visa Guide. He has written a wide 
variety of topics including on Outstanding Professor/
Researcher green cards, temporary visa “d3” waivers, 
green cards for Iraqi and Afghan translators, use of 
DNA evidence in immigration cases, and the elements 
of immigration law for in-house legal counsel. He is a 
graduate of Harvard College and Cornell Law School. 
Mr. Berger is on the Editorial Board of Lexis/Nexis Law 
360, a founding member of the American Alliance of 

International Entrepreneurs, and Honorary Member 
(and co-Chair of the International Committee) of the 
American Academy of Adoption Attorneys, and serves 
on the travel subcommittee of the National Association 
of Foreign Student Advisers. He has been quoted in 
various media including the Atlantic Magazine and the 
Huffington Post. Mr. Berger developed his interest in 
immigration in college, where he studied immigration 
history and taught English to adult refugees. 

Denise Bierly
Denise was awarded her undergraduate degree from 
the Pennsylvania State University in 1987, and earned 
her J.D. Degree from the Dickinson School of Law of the 
Pennsylvania State University in Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
in 1990. She is a parent by both birth and adoption. 
Denise’s primary practice for over twenty-five years 
has been focused on family formation, and she has 
assisted with more than two thousand adoption and 
assisted reproduction matters. In 2014, she won CCAI’s 
prestigious Angel in Adoption award.

Denise has been a Fellow in the American Academy of 
Adoption Attorneys since 1997. She is the current Director 
of Adoption of AAAA, founding member and Fellow  of 
AAARTA, member of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
Joint State Government Commission American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine, and participates in its Legal 
Professional Group. Denise has been awarded a level 
10, “Superb” rating on the professional of website Avvo, 
for her experience, industry recognition and professional 
conduct.

Stan Brenner
Stan has concentrated his law practice in the field of 
Assisted Reproduction Law and Adoption. Since 1992, 
Stan has helped create hundreds of families through 
adoption, surrogacy and egg donation. Stan has 
represented birth parents, adoptive parents, adoption 
agencies, intended parents, surrogates, egg donors and 
sperm donors.

Stan is admitted to the Florida and New York Bar. He 
is a graduate of the University of Connecticut School 
of Business and the University of Miami School of Law. 
Stan is a proud parent of two adult children. Stan’s 
personal experience with infertility and adoption has 
created a passion and desire for assisting others in 
creating families.

Stan is a fellow of AAARTA, a member of American 
Society of Reproductive Medicine, an original member of 
the Florida Adoption Council, a member of the Assisted 
Reproductive Technology (ART) Committee of the Family 
Law Section of the ABA.

Lindsay Castillo
Lindsay Castillo, PsyD, is a Resident in Clinical 
Psychology. She completed a pre-doctoral internship 
at Frontier Health is currently completing a post-
doctoral fellowship at Scott County Behavioral Health/
Frontier Health. Dr. Castillo provides outpatient therapy 
services to children, adolescents, and families, as well 
as conducts psychological assessments with a focus on 
parenting capacity and attachment. She has clinical 
experience serving infants, children, and adolescents 
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with backgrounds of complex trauma, attachment 
problems, placement into foster care, and adoption. Dr. 
Castillo received her doctorate from Rosemead School 
of Psychology in Los Angeles, California, and completed 
her dissertation on a qualitative exploration of embryo 
adoption recipient parents and the impact that their 
individual attachment styles has on the decision to disclose 
to their child(ren) about his/her conception.  

Kate Cleary 
Kate Cleary has a 35-year history of involvement and 
activism in child welfare and adoption. She served as one 
of four advisors to the National Counsel of Commissioners 
on Uniform State Laws and the Uniform Adoption Act; 
three National Task Forces on child welfare; 22 State Task 
Forces on adoption law revisions; the Child Welfare League 
of America Adoption Standard Committee and the Child 
Welfare League of America Adoption Policy Committee; 
and an advisor to the California Adoption Initiative and 
co-chair of their Open Adoption Work Group. Ms. Cleary 
was Executive Director of the California Adoption Alliance 
and later served as the Executive Director of The Adoption 
Network of Catholic Charities. In 1997 the San Francisco 
Human Services Agency, Family and Children’s Division, 
recruited Ms. Cleary to design and implement a Family 
Assessment Center to better serve families whose children 
had become Dependents of the Court. In 1999 Ms. Cleary 
founded Consortium for Children, a non-profit agency 
which focuses on supporting public and private child welfare 
agencies through programs and technical assistance. In 
2009 The United States Department of Health and Human 
Services awarded Ms. Cleary an Adoption Excellence 
Award.

Kelly Curry
Kelly Curry is a Licensed, Board Certified Clinical Social 
Worker in the state of Alabama. She graduated from the 
University of Montevallo with a B.S. in Psychology and a 
B.S in Social Work. She also has a Master’s degree in Social 
Work from the University of Alabama. Kelly has worked in 
areas relating to child and family issues and adoption for a 
number of years. She has also been involved in developing 
a curriculum to help troubled youth and has been trained 
in Trust-Based Relational Interventions (TBRI) which was 
developed by Dr. Karyn Purvis and Dr. David Cross at the 
TCU Institute of Child Development. Her love for adoption 
grew early on from her own adoption experience as she was 
internationally adopted from South Korea in 1986. In her 
work at the International Adoption Clinic, Kelly educates 
families prior to adoption to promote healthy attachment 
and adjustment, assesses needs for post adoption, assists 
with therapeutic interventions to improve attachment and 
decrease trauma, provides counseling and support for 
specific emotional needs and provides crisis intervention

Mark Demaray
Mark Demaray has dedicated his career to building families 
through adoption and assisted reproduction for over 30 
years. He is licensed to practice law in Washington State 
and has provided assistance in over 5,000 adoptions and 
assisted reproduction matters for families throughout the 
country.

Mark is an adoptive parent of two children, so he has 
been there and understands the need for sensitivity 

and compassion while working with his clients. Mark is 
a Fellow of AAAA, and a founding member of AAARTA. 
He was a founding member of the Washington Adoption 
Council, involved in the Washington State Senate Interim 
Adoption Study, and appointed to the Washington State 
Adoption Commission. Mark has also been active in the 
review and drafting of adoption and assisted reproduction 
related legislation in Washington State for many years. He 
received his B.A at the University of Washington in Seattle 
and received his J.D from the Lewis & Clark Law School in 
Portland, Oregon.

Natalie DePrat
Natalie DePrat is the AVP of Consumer Lending for America’s 
Christian Credit Union (ACCU), a financial institution with 
nearly $500 million in managed assets. ACCU provides 
financial solutions for individuals, families, businesses, 
churches, and ministries. Since starting with the credit 
union in 1997, Natalie has become an expert in all aspects 
of lending, operations, and member engagement. Under 
her leadership of the Consumer Lending Department 
and the Adoption Loan Program she has helped Christian 
families grow through the miracle of adoption. It gives 
her great joy to call the awaiting parents and give them 
the good news that their loan has been approved. Since 
2009, ACCU has helped over 1,400 families complete their 
adoption journey by providing affordable finance options. 
Under Natalie’s expert guidance, ACCU’s sacred Adoption 
Loan Program has been nurtured and cultivated; it is now 
recognized as one of the top adoption lenders in the nation.

Nidhi Desai
Nidhi Desai practices both in adoption and in the areas 
of gamete donation, embryo donation and surrogacy; 
her emphasis is in the area of collaborative reproduction. 
In 2004, Nidhi worked closely with Illinois House 
Representative Barbara Currie in a successful legislative 
effort to enact “The Gestational Surrogacy Act”, the first 
law of its kind in the nation to recognize the enforceability 
of contracts between parties in gestational surrogacy 
arrangements. 

Nidhi currently serves as the Deputy Director of AAARTA 
and is a member of the Board of Directors for the AAAA. 
She serves on the executive council for the Society for 
Assisted Reproductive Technology and is also a member 
of the Board of Directors for the Kevin J. Lederer Life 
Foundation, the American Bar Association’s Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Committee, the Illinois State Bar 
Association, and the Chicago Bar Association. 

Nidhi has been appointed to and currently serves on 
the Illinois State Bar Association’s Genetics and Human 
Reproduction Task Force, formed to examine and develop 
policy recommendations for the myriad issues that arise 
surrounding these new technologies.

Kelly Ellison
As an adoptive parent myself, I know first-hand how 
complex the road to completing an adoption can be. After 
returning home from China with our daughter in 2007, 
I realized my passion to want to help adoptive families 
raise the money they need to bring their families together 
forever.  

With 25-years as a fund-raising professional, I decided 
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to create a system of innovative tools and resources that 
would assist adoptive families to reach their financial goals. 
Today, the Adoption Finance Coaching System serves over 
23 adoption agencies and over 1,000 families. Our program 
is available to adoption agencies and professionals across 
the country helping them to help their clients to complete 
their adoptions more quickly. This system consists of 
an extensive online video library and resources and 
personalized coaching

Amy Elmore
Amy Elmore, BS, OTR/L graduated from Medical University 
of South Carolina in 1996 with a bachelor’s degree in 
Occupational Therapy. Since then she has worked in 
many pediatric settings including school systems, early 
intervention, hospitals and private practice. She has taught 
at the academic level for occupational therapist assistants, 
early intervention programs and speech therapy programs. 
She came to Birmingham from Dothan, Alabama in 
1999 to pursue her interests in sensory integration and 
feeding therapies. She is certified in Sensory Integration 
Therapy and Therapeutic Listening. She has been with the 
International Adoption Clinic for over ten years and she is 
involved with evaluations, treating and teaching parents 
about the developmental needs of their children. She has 
been to multiple orphanages overseas in China to evaluate 
children developmentally, and also to teach therapies and 
feeding techniques to nannies in the orphanages.

Mark Fiddler
Mark Fiddler is a registered member of the Turtle Mountain 
Band of Chippewa Indians, and is a private practice 
attorney in Minnesota who specializes in the areas of 
adoption, foster care, third party custody, and the Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA). He was awarded the Minnesota 
Lawyer Attorneys of the Year for 2013. He is a member of 
the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys, co-chair of 
its ICWA Committee.

Mark is the founding director of the Indian Child Welfare 
Law Center. He has litigated Indian Child Welfare cases in 
the United States Supreme Court, including the landmark 
case, Adoptive Couple v. Baby Girl, and in appellate and 
trial courts throughout the United States.

Ashley Fields
Ashley is a Licensed Master Social Worker with more than 
10 years of child welfare and nonprofit experience. She 
began her child welfare career as a caseworker for Child 
Protective Services in Houston and then in Philadelphia. 
She then went on to manage group homes for teenagers 
in long-term foster care where she became committed to 
finding new alternatives. Her expertise includes program 
development, volunteer and staff supervision, crisis 
intervention, and advocacy. Ashley graduated from The 
University of Texas at Austin with a Bachelor of Arts. She 
also holds a Masters of Social Work with a focus on nonprofit 
leadership and administration from The University of 
Houston.

Jennifer Flowers
Jennifer Flowers, MBA, is President of Accreditation 
Guru, Inc., which helps guide organizations through the 

COA, Hague or CARF accreditation process. With more 
than 18 years dedicated to working in the accreditation 
and nonprofit arenas, Jennifer is exceptionally qualified 
to assist organizations to become nationally accredited. 
Jennifer’s expertise includes long-term strategic planning, 
board of directors’ development, quality improvement 
program design and more. Ms. Flowers previously served 
as the Director of Accreditation Commission at the Council 
on Accreditation (COA) and is certified in Nonprofit 
Board Education by BoardSource. Her recent speaking 
experience includes: “Navigating the Road to National 
Accreditation,” at the New Jersey Alliance for Children’s 
2016 Youth & Families Annual Conference, “Develop and 
Maintain an Engaged Nonprofit Board of Directors,” at the 
Ohio Association of Child Caring Agencies 2015 Annual 
Conference, “Identifying and Implementing Effective 
Risk Management Strategies,” at COA’s 2016 National 
Conference, and Medivance Billing Services’ 2016 Webinar, 
“Accreditation – the Ins, the Outs & Everything in Between.” 

Chuck Fortener
Chuck Fortener is the founder of the Hoping Hearts 
Foundation, an organization focused on assisting adoptive 
families with financial grants. Through his leadership and 
collaboration with his son Hank Fortener, AdoptTogether 
was born. In just over four years, AdoptTogether has 
helped more than 2,200 families raise more than $9M for 
their adoptions and has quickly become the world’s largest 
crowdfunding platform for adoption. Chuck is now the 
Chairman of AdoptTogether while his son Hank serves as 
the CEO. Chuck’s passion for adoption stems from his own 
family, as he and his wife Anne have fostered 36 children 
and adopted 8 from 5 different countries.

Eric Freeby
Mr. Freeby’s practice is devoted almost exclusively to 
adoption law, which includes independent domestic 
adoption; agency domestic adoption; contested adoption; 
international adoption; interstate (ICPC) adoption; special 
needs adoption; grandparent, stepparent and other family 
adoptions; Texas Department of Family and Protective 
Services/foster care adoptions; mediation; cases involving 
the Indian Child Welfare Act; and adoption agency 
representation. Mr. Freeby also practices in the fields of 
appellate law and assisted reproduction.  

Karen Greenberg
Karen K. Greenberg, a graduate of Suffolk University Law 
School, Cum Laude, 1983, is also a graduate of Wheelock 
College, M.S. Ed. 1979, and Boston University, SED, 1972. 
Karen and her brother Steven S. Konowitz, formed Konowitz 
& Greenberg in 1988. Karen’s practice covers all areas of 
Family Law, focusing on contested child related matters 
in family dissolutions, adoption and assisted reproduction. 
Karen is a founding member of the American Academy of 
Adoption Attorneys and American Academy of Assisted 
Reproduction Technology. She received the Congressional 
Coalition on Adoption Institute’s Angels in Adoption® Award 
in 2008. Some of Karen’s notable publications include: 
Surrogacy and Gestational Agreements, A National 
Responsible Father Registry, Providing Constitutional 
Protections for Children, Mothers and Fathers, and Traps 
for the Unwary; Ethical Considerations in Inside the Minds: 
Navigating Adoption and Surrogacy Laws.
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Deb Guston
Deb Guston is an attorney licensed in NJ & DC. She is a 
Fellow of the American Academy of Adoption Attorneys and 
the American Academy of Assisted Reproductive Technology 
Attorneys. Deb is an Academy Trustee. A past Chair of the 
LGBT Rights Section of the NJ State Bar Association, Deb 
has led dozens of LGBTQ cultural competency trainings 
in NJ for lawyers, juvenile and adult probation officers, 
teachers, social workers, child welfare workers and court 
staff. Deb is currently serving as the President of the Board 
of Trustees of ACLU-NJ and is the Adoption Sub-Committee 
Chair of the NJ State Bar’s Family Law Section Executive 
Committee. Deb also serves on the Executive Committee 
of the LGBT Family Law Institute, a project of the National 
LGBT Bar Association and the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights.

Nathan Gwilliam
Nathan Gwilliam created Adoption.com as a college 
student, and grew it to be the world’s most used adoption 
site. He has received the Congressional Coalition on 
Adoption’s “Angel in Adoption” award and the “Best of the 
Decade” award from the BYU Center for Entrepreneurship 
and Technology. Nathan has developed and implemented 
social media strategies that have added more than 120 
million new social media followers for his clients. Nathan 
launched a YouTube channel in four languages that had 1.7 
million video views in its first two months. Nathan created 
FamilyShare.com which reached 22 million page views 
per month within 18 months, and has now grown to 44 
million+ unique visitors per month.

Trish Hackman
Patricia A. Hackman is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
who has devoted her life to public child welfare for the 
past 37 years. Patricia has been a member of the National 
Association of Social Workers since 1989, and has worked in 
various capacities during her time as a LCSW. Patricia was 
awarded her undergraduate degree from the Pennsylvania 
State University in 1972, and earned her Master’s in Social 
Work in 1986 from Marywood College. 

Currently, Patricia is employed at the University of 
Pittsburgh, where she acts as a consultant for child welfare 
agencies throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
She provides trainings focusing on Family Group Decision 
Making and reunification of foster children with their birth 
families.

Patricia began her career as a Protective Service Worker at 
the Lehigh County Office of Children and Youth Services. 
She continued to dedicate her life to public service 
through various roles of such as Foster Parent Coordinator, 
Foster Care and Adoption Supervisor, Protective Services 
Supervisor, and Placement Coordinator. Patricia has 
provided individual, family, and group counseling to ensure 
smooth transitioning and success in foster placements. She 
has developed and implemented foster parent education 
and training and community events in order to meet 
the ongoing needs of foster children’s emotional, social, 
educational, and physical needs.

Patricia resides is Allentown, Pennsylvania, and has an adult 
son. Patricia grew up with four brothers, who made sure 
she knew how to spiral a football, double clutch, and jump 
start a car! Patricia has provided support to a multitude of 

birth parents, foster care parents, and adoptive families. 
She prides herself in her ability to provide the highest level 
of support in times of crisis. 

Kimberly Harrell
Kimberly Harrell, M.Ed., LPC, NCC is the program 
director of Pregnancy and Adoption Support with Catholic 
Charities, Diocese of Arlington. She has over 20 years 
of experience working with those whose lives have been 
touched by adoption, including birth parents, adoptees, 
adoptive parents and adoptive families. Kimberly is also 
in private practice in Centreville, VA where she works 
with individuals, families, and adolescents. Her passion 
for working on adoption-related issues continues in her 
practice. Kimberly has written a number of articles on the 
importance of support for birth parents, including Meeting 
Birth Parent Needs for a Successful Adoption. She also 
speaks to groups of mental health professionals to educate 
them on the adoption-related issues they may encounter 
in their practices. Kimberly has presented Common Clinical 
Issues Encountered When Working with Birth Parents 
and Therapeutic Interventions at both the NCFA and 
VCA conferences. She holds a Master’s in Education from 
Virginia Tech University. 

Jessica Harrison
Jessica Harrison is a psychotherapist (LCSW, Oregon) and 
sociologist with specialties in perinatal mental health, 
adoption, and third party reproduction. Involved in 
reproductive justice movements for 15 years, she is an 
advocate striving to increase awareness of issues related 
to family formation, reproductive health, and identity 
development. By drawing from the narratives of adopted 
and donor-conceived adults, her current research aims to 
define “social family” and “biological family” and illustrate 
the effects of anonymity or “closed” processes in third 
party reproduction and adoption. She hopes her research 
will help answer challenging questions about what matters 
when we embrace technology, make parents, and grow 
families.

Virginia Hart
Virginia Hart has been an insurance broker for 23 years, 
the last 12 specializing in insurance for the assisted 
reproductive insurance industry. As owner of ART Risk 
Financial and Insurance Solutions, she remains current on 
insurance issues pertinent to the industry, working with 
clients to find the best solutions, whether it be through 
commercial insurance or a specialty product. It is critical 
that all parties’ financial risks are protected. Virginia 
believes in maintaining the highest standards for her clients 
and is passionate about the role of financial planning and 
risk management as part of the family building process. 
Virginia has spoken at both ABA and AAARTA conventions 
in the past for her expertise in the area of surrogacy and 
insurance. Ms. Hart holds a BA in Communication Studies 
from UCLA and is licensed in 49 states. 

Amy Hickman
Amy U. Hickman is the Florida Bar 2011 Board Certified 
Attorney of the Year and a 1989 graduate of the University 
of Florida College of Law. As a partner in Hausmann & 
Hickman, P.A. and a Board Certified Adoption Lawyer, Amy 
specializes in adoption law with an additional focus on 
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Adoption by Shepherd Care has been a child placing agency since 1980. We believe in com-
petent and compassionate services as we aim to treat all our clients with dignity and re-

spect while providing the highest level of service. We have been Hague accredited for both 
incoming and outgoing since 2008 and have an incredible domestic         

program and program with Colombia! 

   Check us out at adoptabsc.org or call us today 954-9811-2060 
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reproductive law. Prior to founding Hausmann & Hickman, 
P.A., Amy was an attorney with the Juvenile Advocacy 
Project of the Legal Aid Society of Palm Beach County, 
on the Florida Bar’s Inaugural Adoption Certification 
Committee, a member of the Executive Committee of the 
Family Law Section of the Florida Bar, and past chair of 
the Sections Juvenile and Adoption Committee. Her skill 
and expertise in adoption law, resulted in the Family Law 
Section’s instrumental role in reforming Florida’s Adoption 
Statutes. In 2013, Amy received the Palm Beach County 
Legal Aid Society Pro Bono Child Advocate of the Year 
Award and was awarded CCAI’s Angel in Adoption® Award 
in 2008. 

Jon Holmes
Jon Holmes, M.Ed., is the program manager for VALUES, 
a Therapeutic Foster Care program which serves children 
and families in Lee, Wise, Scott Counties, and the City of 
Norton, Virginia. VALUES is sponsored by Frontier Health 
a private, 501c3, not-for-profit organization governed 
by a Board of Directors comprised of representatives of 
the communities serviced. Mr. Holmes received a B.S. 
in Psychology/Sociology from the University of Virginia 
in 1999, and a M.Ed. in Counseling and Guidance from 
Lincoln Memorial University in 2002. He began his career 
as a caseworker working with children in therapeutic foster 
care placements in 2000, before becoming the VALUES 
program manager in 2002. In 2014, Mr. Holmes became 
the Co-Coordinator of a Virginia Department of Social 
Service Post Adoption Services Grant while continuing as 
the program manager for VALUES. Kurt Hughes 

Kurt grew up in Long Branch, New Jersey and moved to 
Vermont in 1985. After working as a prosecutor with the 
Chittenden County State’s Attorney’s Office, Kurt joined 
the firm in 1988. He concentrates in all areas of Adoption 
Law, (ART) Law, Family Law and Federal and State 
Criminal Defense. He was one of the first Vermont lawyers 
to become a member of AAAA and is a fellow in AAARTA. 
He is an owner of the Vermont Surrogacy Network, LLC, a 
gestational surrogacy matching program based in Vermont 
and serving primarily New England residents. In 2014, he 
was admitted to the prestigious American College of Trial 
Lawyers in an induction ceremony in London, England and 
has won the prestigious CCAU Angels in Adoption® Award.  

Michelle M. Hughes
Michelle Hughes graduated from University of Chicago 
Law (1989). She established the Law Office of Michelle M. 
Hughes in 1993. She focuses on family building through 
adoption, both private and DCFS, and assisted reproductive 
technology.  

A member of AAAA; the Chicago Bar Association Adoption 
Committee (Chair 2011–2012); Cook County Bar 
Association Adoption Committee (former Vice-Chair), she 
also served as Co-Chair of the Confidential Intermediate 
advisory committee with the IL DCFS.

In 1994, she co-founded Bridge Communications, Inc. 
specializing in transracial, international and general 
adoption education. Bridge Communications was featured 
in the film “Outside looking In: Transracial Adoption in 
America”, in Adoption Today and Chicago Magazine. She 
has presented on TV, radio and been quoted in Chicago 
Tribune and Chicago Sun-Times. She authored a chapter 
on transracial adoption for IICLE. She is included in “In 

Their Voices: Black Americans on Transracial Adoption” by 
Rhonda M. Roorda. 

Anne-Marie Hutchinson
Anne-Marie was admitted to the bar in 1985 and joined 
Dawson Cornwell in January 1998 as head of the Children’s 
Department. She now heads up an expert and recognized 
team. Anne-Marie specializes in all aspects of domestic and 
international family law and the international movement of 
children. She has expertise in international divorce forum 
and jurisdictional disputes on divorce, with particular 
expertise in international custody disputes, child abduction 
(Hague and non–Hague); the EU Regulation on jurisdiction 
in family matters, relocations and children’s law private 
and public. Anne-Marie is also a specialist in surrogacy 
arrangements and surrogacy with an international element 
and co-parenting agreements. Anne-Marie is Co-Chair of 
the IAFL Surrogacy and ARTs Committee and has received 
numerous awards and recognition for her work. 

Rhonda Jarema
Rhonda Jarema has worked as a counselor and advocate 
in the fields of adoption and mental health for more than 
30 years. Since her first international adoption of 4 ‘older’ 
children from Russia in 1995, Rhonda has focused her 
attention on the international adoption field as a social 
worker, educator and advocate. She has worked at Nightlight 
Christian Adoptions as the Director of International 
Support & Education since 1998. She is now the Executive 
Director of the Nightlight Christian Adoptions, California 
office. Rhonda has presented at adoption conferences on 
the issues related to adopting school-aged children and 
has published articles related to adopting older children 
from foster and orphanage care. Ms. Jarema is also the 
Hague Coordinator for Nightlight Christian Adoptions. 
She volunteers for the Council on Accreditation as a Lead 
Hague Evaluator and Hague Commissioner. She also serves 
on the Board of Directors for Every Child Has A Name, 
a humanitarian aid non-profit committed to helping the 
children of the world. Ms. Jarema is married with just one 
teenager still at home.

Larry Jenkins
Larry Jenkins is an adoption attorney at Kirton McConkie in 
Salt Lake City, Utah. He is licensed in the State of Utah where 
he supervises the adoption practice at Kirton McConkie and 
is involved in many adoption matters, including contested 
cases, interstate cases and ICWA matters. He represents 
adoption agencies, adoptive families, and birth parents. 
Larry is a fellow of the American Academy of Adoption 
Attorneys where he was a member of the Board of Trustees 
from 2008 to 2012 and is a member of the ICPC and 
ICWA Committees. He is currently co-chair of the ICWA 
Committee, and helped draft the Academy’s comments to 
the proposed BIA rule in 2015.

Chuck Johnson
Chuck serves as president and CEO of National Council For 
Adoption. He is an advocate for children, birth parents, 
and adoptive families, and is a frequent writer, speaker, 
and commentator on adoption policy and practice. Chuck 
currently serves on the Board of Trustees of the Council on 
Accreditation (COA). Prior to joining NCFA, Chuck served 
17 years with a licensed child-placing agency in Alabama, 
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including eight years as its executive director. His recent 
citations include CBS News, Good Morning America, CNN 
International, FOX News Channel, USA Today, Newsweek, 
and The New York Times. Chuck is a graduate of Auburn 
University with a degree in Social Work and holds a Master’s 
degree from Birmingham Theological Seminary. He is a 
father by adoption and lives with his family in Maryland.

Carin Kiser
Carin Richard Kiser, MD is the Director of the UAB 
International Adoption Clinic in Birmingham, Alabama, 
Assoc. Professor of Pediatrics, FAAP, and Board Certified 
in Pediatrics, Alabama Medical License 26433. Dr. Kiser 
has been serving the medical and emotional needs of 
internationally adopted children and their families for the past 
10 years at the UAB International Adoption Clinic. Through 
a partnership between UAB Department of Pediatrics with 
a local adoption agency in Birmingham Alabama, Dr. Kiser 
has evaluated and assessed hundreds of children overseas 
in over a dozen orphanages in China, Ukraine, and Africa. 
The UAB IAC sees hundreds of internationally adoption 
children every year, many with extreme physical and 
emotional needs, via a multidisciplinary team that includes 
an experienced family therapist, developmental OT and 
SLP. She has done training in Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
diagnostics with the Marcus Institute and been trained in 
the Neurosequential Model of Therapeutics assessment via 
the Child Trauma Academy to help understand and assess 
children exposed to early trauma and neglect.

Ashley Kodet
Ashley Kodet holds a BSW degree from the University 
of Wisconsin and an MSW degree from Michigan 
State University. She is licensed as a social worker in 
Pennsylvania and has 6 years of experience in the field 
of domestic open adoption. Before beginning her career 
working in adoption, Ashley worked as a caseworker in the 
foster care system and an advocate for domestic violence 
survivors. Ashley currently works for Adoptions From the 
Heart as the District Supervisor for the Wynnewood office 
and Regional Supervisor for the Connecticut office. She 
also holds a caseload of prospective adoptive families and 
expectant parents.

Joe Kroll
From 1985-2015, Mr. Joe Kroll served as Executive Director 
of North American Council on Adoptable Children. He is 
a founding member of Voice for Adoption, and in 2016 
served as Interim Director. Currently, Mr. Kroll is a retired 
child welfare consultant and trainer.

Jennifer Lanter
Jennifer Lanter is the Vice President of Communications 
for the Gladney Center for Adoption. She received her 
communications degree from University of Texas in 
Arlington and has been putting it to good use for children 
and families ever since. Jennifer always provides a unique 
and engaging perspective on the subjects of adoption, public 
relations, personal branding, strategic communications, 
crisis management and media training. She has over 17 
years of experience in the field of communications and 
adoption and has personally experienced the miracle of 
adoption when she and her husband adopted their son, 
Ben.  

Megan Lestino
Megan oversees NCFA’s Advancing Adoption Policies 
Initiative promoting NCFA’s advocacy through federal and 
state government education and engagement, collaboration 
with like-minded organizations, and public awareness and 
engagement on adoption policy. She also manages NCFA’s 
Education programs including in person training initiatives, 
online webinars, and other learning resources for adoption 
professionals and all those touched by adoption. On NCFA’s 
behalf, Megan has submitted an amicus brief to the U.S. 
Supreme Court, been invited to participate in radio and 
television broadcasts and cited in print media, and been 
requested to write for publications such as Jurist and the 
New York Times.

Since joining NCFA in 2010 Megan has also served as the 
Infant Adoption Awareness Training Program’s Training 
Manager, Director of Training, and Assistant Director of 
Policy. Megan graduated from Regent University’s School 
of Law in 2007 where she specialized in public interest 
law and especially enjoyed her studies in child advocacy 
an human rights. Megan received her B.A. in Public Law & 
Government from Easter Michigan University in 2004.

Trish Maskew
Trish joined the Department of State as Chief of the 
Adoption Division from the Department of Justice where 
she worked in the Civil Division for almost six years. 
Before joining the U.S. government, she held several 
positions in the intercountry adoption field: as a program 
coordinator for an adoption agency; a board member and 
interim administrator for the Joint Council on International 
Children’s Services; the founder and President of Ethica, 
a non-profit organization dedicated to ethical and 
transparent adoptions; and as an expert consultant to 
The Hague Conference on Private International Law. She 
is the author of “Our Own: Adopting and Parenting the 
Older Child” and numerous articles on adoption ethics and 
practice. She earned her J.D. from American University 
Washington College of Law where she joined as an adjunct 
professor in 2010.

Kendall Monroe
Kendall Pace Monroe has a background in development 
and fundraising, specifically in the non-profit sector. 
She worked as a major gifts officer before moving into 
a planned giving role specializing in estates, trusts, and 
charitable planning. Additionally, she served as Director 
of Development for a small non-profit where she oversaw 
all corporate development. Kendall started her career 
working in special events at a child services non-profit. 
Kendall graduated Magna Cum Laude from Southwestern 
University in Georgetown, TX with a Bachelor’s degree 
in Political Science and Communication. She also holds 
a Masters of Public Policy and Administration from 
Northwestern University in Evanston, IL, graduating Cum 
Laude.

Susan Myers
Susan Myers holds an MA in Counseling as well as an MSW 
degree, and is a graduate of the Training for Adoption 
Competency (TAC) Certificate program of the Center for 
Adoption Support and Education. She is licensed as a 
social worker in both MA and CT (license number 002257). 
Susan is an adoptive mother of two and has over 20 years 
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Ethical, Expert Home Study Services
Licensed in MA - Our services include:
• Parent Preparation
• Home Study & Post Placement
• International & Domestic
• Supervised or Exempt Home Study Provider
• Interagency Collaboration

Call Leah at 888-871-9699 

A Red Thread Adoption Services, Inc.
681 Washington Street, Suite 12, Norwood, MA 02062

PH: 781-762-2428 • FAX: 781-634-5511

www.redthreadadopt.org

Because a child needs you...

Orphan Care & Prevention  
International & Domestic Adoption Services  
Post-Adoption Support   |   Pregnancy Counseling

At Wide Horizons For Children,  
we devote our lives to the well- 
being and security of  
vulnerable and orphaned  
children worldwide. 

We partner with accredited  
agencies nationwide for our  
programs in Burundi, China,  
Colombia, Philippines, and  
South Korea.  

www.whfc.org  l  800-729-5330
Licensed in MA, VT, NH, CT, RI,
NY & NJ  l  Hague Accredited
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www.afth.org     800.355.3355  

Assisting attorneys in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, 
Delaware, New York, Connecticut and Virginia.

We Have Experience With 
the Following Services:

Gay and Lesbian Adoptions 
A.C.I. Adoption Complaint Investigation 

Identified Adoption Services & Parental Placements
72 Hour Surrender of Parental Rights

Preparation of ICPC 
Order of Reference

WHETHER YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT 
ADOPTION OR HAVE YOU ALREADY ADOPTED

Sunday November 20, 2016 
at the 36th Annual 

APC Adoption Conference
Doors Open At 8:00AM

St. Francis College Brooklyn, NY
Key Note Speaker: 

Kathy Brodsky, LCSW 
The Adoption Mavin

For More Information 
Please Call (212) 304.8479 

Register Online !     www.adoptiveparents.org

85 Workshops, 
50 Exhibitors 
& Bookstore 

All In One Place, 
One Day Only !
Come Join The 

Adoptive Parents  
Committee Inc.
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of experience in the adoption field. Susan is currently 
the District Supervisor for Adoptions from the Heart in 
Glastonbury, CT.

Meghan Nagle
Meghan Nagle is a passionate and skillful social worker 
who has established herself in her work with families and 
children from hard places. She is currently employed by 
Three Rivers Adoption Council as a Family Therapist in 
Pittsburgh, PA. She holds a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
Social Work from Gannon University and her Master of 
Social Work Degree from the University of Pittsburgh. Ms. 
Nagle has conducted and presented research regarding 
youth with disabilities in the child welfare system at both 
the state and local level. During her time at TRAC, she has 
presented at local, state, national and international forums 
on a variety of topics including: trauma, attachment, child 
development, neurobiology, international adoption and 
matters regarding youth in care and child permanency. 

Daniel Nehrbass
Daniel is the President and CEO of Nightlight Christian 
Adoptions, home of the Snowflakes Embryo Adoption 
program. He has worked as a pastor, professional counselor, 
and adjunct professor of biblical studies at Biola University. 
He is also a published author of three books and articles in 
Adoption Advocate, Adoption Today, Preaching Magazine, 
Clergy Journal, and REV! Magazine. Dan is a board member 
of Every Child Has a Name, the National Christian Adoption 
Fellowship, A Helping Hand, The Urban Ministry Institute 
Los Angeles, and on the organizing committee of Adopted 
for Good.

Daniel earned a PhD in Practical Theology (emphasis in 
pastoral counseling) at Fuller Seminary. He completed his 
ThM from Talbot School of Theology, MDiv at the Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, and his MA at Indiana 
Wesleyan University in Ministerial Education. He received 
his B.A. in Classical Civilization from UC Irvine.

Richard Pearlman
Richard Pearlman, LCSW, has been the executive director 
of Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center, 
an Illinois licensed child welfare agency that he founded, 
for more than 27 years. He has been active in the field 
of adoption since 1982 and has participated directly and 
indirectly in several thousand adoptions. Richard was among 
the core group of social workers, lawyers and professionals 
who helped to draft Illinois’ landmark adoption reform act. 
Richard was a staunch advocate for the inclusion of the 
“501(c)(3) clause” in the reform act, which led to banning 
for-profit adoption agencies in Illinois. Richard is retiring in 
October 2016 after having served as Executive Director of 
Adoption Center of Illinois at Family Resource Center for 
28 years.

Stephen Pennypacker
Stephen Pennypacker, Esq., is the President and CEO of 
the Partnership for Strong Families, Inc., the foster care, 
adoption and prevention services provider for Circuits 3 
and 8 in North Central Florida.  

Mr. Pennypacker is a graduate of Duke University and 
the University of Florida College of Law. Following fifteen 
years in the private practice of law, in 1998 he became the 

managing attorney for the Eighth Circuit State Attorney’s 
Office pilot project for representation of the Department 
of Children and Families in dependency matters in the 
Third and Eighth Circuits. In 2003, Mr. Pennypacker was 
appointed as a General Magistrate in the Eighth Circuit and 
was assigned the dependency dockets in Alachua, Levy, 
and Gilchrist Counties. In 2006, he returned as managing 
attorney for DCF before being appointed in March 2008 
as ICPC Compact Administrator for the State of Florida 
and Special Counsel for the Family Safety Program and 
served in that position until 2012. He was previously the 
Northwest Region Director for Children’s Legal Services 
and the Assistant Secretary for Programs for the State of 
Florida Department of Children and Families.

Debra Peters
Debra Peters is a nationally recognized mental health 
and adoptive authority in the field of embryo donation 
and adoption. She is the founding and current Executive 
Director of the National Fertility Support Center. She has 
developed several professional training curriculums used 
to train professionals from the medical, legal and adoption/
mental health professions about the emerging field of 
embryo donation and adoption, in addition to providing 
training on infertility and other forms of third party 
reproduction. Ms. Peters was the Co-Director of the United 
States first professional conference regarding embryo 
donation and adoption, sponsored by the Department of 
Health and Human Services and held in Washington, DC. 
This conference targeted an audience of medical, legal, 
adoption and government professionals from across the 
United States. She also served as the executive producer 
of the nationally televised Documentary “Snow Baby.”

Ms. Peters holds a M.A. in Counseling Psychology 
from Michigan State University and a M.A. in Business 
Administration from Grand Valley State University. She 
is licensed as a Master Social Worker and a Professional 
Counselor in the State of Michigan. 

Steve Petrucci
Steve Petrucci is the Director of Practice Standards and 
Operations Integration at NHS Human Services within the 
Children’s Behavioral Health realm of services. He attended 
Shippensburg University of Pennsylvania and obtained a 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. Through happenstance in 
a former sales career serving an affiliate of NHS in 1995, 
the affiliate director convinced Steve to help at a nine-bed 
female Residential Treatment Facility on the weekends. 
Steve began his career at NHS Human Services in January 
of 1996. Throughout the past two decades and more job 
titles than one person should have, Steve has directed a 
wide variety of operations for NHS, including: foster and 
in-home programming, child residential programming, 
wraparound services, outpatient clinics, and Adult IDD 
services. Steve has launched two foster care programs 
for NHS and has spent the better part of the last decade 
working throughout Pennsylvania supporting a network of 
NHS locations in navigating the often challenging system 
of services for special needs children. 

Greg Phelps
Greg has spent the last 25 years harnessing the power of 
creativity. For 13 years he wrote, produced, and performed 
stand-up comedy on radio, TV, and in comedy clubs around 
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the country. He retired from a successful comedy career to 
devote more time to his family. The observational style he 
honed as a writer became a valuable tool as he transitioned 
into sales and marketing for CD & DVD manufacturers 
World Media Group, North Street Media, and later his 
own company, TriDigital Solutions. Listening to his clients 
discuss their projects, goals, and objectives he was able to 
better understand their needs. This allowed him to guide 
them to solutions that added efficiency, reduced cost, and 
enhanced branding. That level of service and knowledge 
allowed him to land and grow accounts with clients like 
Cummins, Eli Lilly, United Heath, and Thomson Reuters, to 
name a few. Greg brings that same mindset to his position 
as Director of Sales and Marketing at CAIRS.

Robin Pope
For over 25 years, Robin has been helping build legally 
secure families through adoption and assisted reproduction. 
She graduated from Lewis & Clark Law School in 1981 and 
is a member of the Oregon State Bar (OSB), a Fellow in 
AAAA, and a charter member of AAARTA. From 1990-1999 
she served as a Pro Tem Judge in Clackamas County and 
currently serves as a Pro Tem Judge in Washington County.  

Her law practice, located in Beaverton, Oregon, is dedicated 
to family formation law, which encompasses many types 
of adoption and surrogacy matters. She is one of a small 
handful of Oregon attorneys whose practice is limited to 
adoption and ARTs law.

In addition to representing adoptive parents, birth parents, 
surrogates and intended parents, for the past 20 years 
Robin has represented the position of the Oregon State 
Bar on adoption and surrogacy issues. During that time, 
she co-authored and successfully lobbied for the passage 
of legislation governing adult adoptions, helped write and 
was the primary lobbying voice for Oregon’s adoption 
counseling statute, and actively lobbied to pass changes to 
Oregon’s adoption jurisdiction law. 

Colleen Quinn
Colleen M. Quinn, owner of the Adoption & Surrogacy 
Law Center at Locke & Quinn, is President of AAAA and 
AAARTA. She has represented thousands of adopting 
parents, birth parents, adoptees, agencies, intended 
parents, surrogates, gestational carriers, donors and clinics 
since 1989, and has been honored with the Richmond 
NAWBO “Entrepreneur of the Year” award (2016), 2016 
Women in the Law (in Family Law & Personal Injury) by 
“Best Lawyers in America” Business magazine (2014-17), 
Virginia State Bar Family Law Service Award (2015), “Best 
Lawyers in America” (2014-16), “Top 100 Trial Lawyers” by 
National Trial Lawyers (2012-16), the YWCA Outstanding 
Woman Award for Law & Government (2011), and many 
other awards including the Congressional CCAI Angels 
in Adoption® Award (2008.), She serves on the AAAA 
Board of Trustees (2006-10, 2013-present), on the Family 
Formation Charitable Trust Board (2016-17), and since 
1996 has Chaired numerous AAAA-AAARTA Committees. 
She is the co-author of the Fifth & Fourth Editions of the 
Virginia CLE “Adoption Procedures and Forms,” has over 
250 presentations/publications and has qualified as an 
expert witness in both adoption and surrogacy law.

Lance Rich
Lance D. Rich is an attorney and shareholder at Kirton 
McKonie. He is a member of the firm’s Employment & Labor, 
and Litigation, Trials & Appeals practice sections where he 
represents agencies, adoptive parents, foster parents, 
birth parents, relatives, and children in juvenile court 
and district court proceedings in adoption, termination of 
parental rights, custody, and child welfare cases

Prior to joining Kirton McConkie, he was an Associate with 
Wood Jenkins in Salt Lake City, UT. He a is member of 
the Utah Adoption Council, mentor at the Utah State Bar 
Pro Bono Adoption Project, and has been a member of the 
American Academy of Adoption Attorneys since 2010. In 
2004, Rich graduated from the University of Michigan Law 
School where he served as a Bergstrom Fellow and as an 
executive editor of the Michigan Journal of Law Reform. He 
received his undergraduate education at University of Utah 
where he graduated magna cum laude. 

Angela Rushing
In 1989, I struggled through the fog of an open adoption 
with no guidance, no family help, no safety net. I was 
scared and alone. Through the Grace of God, or Divine 
Intervention from The Universe, I was guided to the right 
people, and finally found the perfect family for my unborn 
child. I feel that I have a story of fear, hope, and eventually 
healing. I offer a perspective of peace and completion to the 
adoption circle, perhaps to birth mothers who are scared 
or feeling shame, which I did for most of my adult life after 
the adoption. I can offer a perspective of hope through 
spirituality and self-healing that creates a framework of 
hope and new beginnings for birth mothers who may feel 
guilt, shame, or feel lost and alone. I would like to help, if 
not in this way, then in some other way.

Kelly Ryan-Schmidt
Kelly Ryan-Schmidt is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker 
who is currently employed as the Family Connections Post-
Permanency Supervisor by Three Rivers Adoption Council 
in Pittsburgh, PA. Kelly specializes in post-permanency 
therapy for children and families. She also sees outpatient 
and child preparation clients. She has been working in the 
fields of Adoption, Foster Care and Mental Health since 
2001. Kelly has presented at numerous local, statewide, 
and national conferences. She was previously employed 
as an Adjunct Faculty in The University of Pittsburgh’s 
School of Social Work. She is also an adoptive parent of 
four children from the foster care system

Kayla Sheets
Kayla Sheets is a board-certified and licensed genetic 
counselor and the founder of Vibrant Gene Consulting, LLC.  
Kayla is also the producer/host of The Vibrant Gene Talk 
Show on CCTV, in Cambridge, MA. She is the Vice Chair of 
the Board of Registration for Genetic Counselors for the 
State of Massachusetts. She has contributed to genetic 
research in reproductive endocrinology at Massachusetts 
General Hospital and acute myeloid leukemia at the 
Fred Hutchinson Cancer Research Center. Kayla received 
a Bachelor’s degree in Biology from Smith College and 
Master’s degree in Genetic Counseling from the University 
of Utah School of Medicine.  



  Speakers |  45

As an approved FBI channeler, My FBI 
Report provides Adoptive or Foster 

families with an authenticated FBI report 
within 24-48 Hours.

Most "Home Study" programs throughout 
the U.S often require an FBI Criminal 
Background Report in order to complete 
the adoption package.
Foreign Adoptions also require an FBI 
Criminal report to be "Apostilled." My FBI 
Report is authenticated; it has the FBI 
logo and seal which is necessary for 
individuals requiring such authentication.

Order Your Official FBI
Report with My FBI Report

Please stop by our Booth
for more information!

VISIT: WWW.MYFBIREPORT .COM
CALL TOLL FREE: 800-441-1661

LITTLE ANGEL ADOPTIONS 
Nationwide Adoptions 

 

888-281-8948   
Toll Free 24 hours 

info@littleangeladoptions.com 
www.LittleAngelAdoptions.com 

(916) 941-8128                                 Fax (916) 941-8130 

At Little Angel Adoptions,  
we provide hope to  

struggling   
expectant parents  

and adoptive parents  
by bringing your worlds 

together. 
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(225) 769-8888  |  (855) 224-3088 
StElizabethFoundation.org

At St. Elizabeth Foundation, our focus is helping to build families 
and to assist birth mothers.

We understand that there is stress on both sides,
whether deciding how to handle an unplanned pregnancy or 
deciding to adopt.  We know that the process is not alway
 easy, but that’s where we come in.  

St. Elizabeth Foundation is dedicated to walking people
through the process of adoption. We help people to talk
through their fears. We help people to come together
to help each other and to help a child.

We believe in families.
We believe that adoption is a loving choice.

Building Families,
One Child at a Time...
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Celeste Snodgrass
Celeste Snodgrass, LCSW-PIP, Licensed Clinical Social 
Worker has worked in adoption with Holt International for 
12 years. She has held direct service and management 
positions during which she developed a deep understanding 
of the multiplicity of issues coming to bear on all members 
of the adoption constellation. Her international travel to 
placing countries has provided her with a comprehensive 
understanding of the child’s experience prior to placement 
and the challenges families face meeting their child 
overseas. Currently, Celeste has the added distinction 
of being the co-developer of a cutting edge home study 
approach that utilizes assessment of a potential adoptive 
parent’s attachment style that guides child match, 
individualizes parent training, and informs post-placement 
and post-adoption interventions.

Irene Steffas
Irene has distinguished herself as an expert in the area of 
intercountry adoptions by speaking at national conventions 
for AAAA, AILA, and state CLE seminars. Irene has also 
committed herself to assisting children in foster care 
who do not have legal immigrant status in the United 
States. Among other notable accomplishments, Irene 
participated in INS’s First Children’s Conference in 2000. 
She has also been serving the U.S. State Department’s 
Bureau of International Information Program as a good 
will ambassador in such countries as Spain, Armenia, 
Kazakhstan and Ukraine. Irene is a member of the State 
Bar of Georgia, State Bar of Florida, American Immigration 
Lawyers Association, AAAA, and Georgia Council of Adoption 
Lawyers. In 1993, Irene and her husband embarked on 
their own journey through adoption, applying the advice 
that Irene has so often given to her clients. The open 
adoption process, communications with birth parents and 
reunion meetings are not abstract concepts to Irene but 
are real life lessons that Irene and her family have joyously 
experienced. 

Judy Stigger
As an adoption therapist, Judy works with children, adults, 
and families with post adoption issues. She provides 
training for parents, educators, and clinical professionals. 
As Clinical Director for Adoption Learning Partners, Judy 
creates content and coordinates with professionals. 
Previously, Judy coordinated international and domestic 
adoption programs. She authored Coping with Infertility 
and many articles related to adoption.

Judy conceptualized www.AdoptionLearningPartners.org, 
creating the content for Conspicuous Families and other 
courses. She presents at local and national conferences, is 
a past president of Joint Council’s Board, and serves on the 
advisory board of Adoptive Families Magazine. In 2000, 
Judy won the Congressional Coalition on Adoption’s Angels 
in Adoption® Award, in recognition of her years of service 
and expertise. Judy and her spouse are the adoptive 
parents of two grown, special needs children and are also 
birth grandparents of one, and grandparents of two, lovely 
granddaughters.

Susan Stockham
Susan L. Stockham is a Florida Bar Board Certified attorney 
in Sarasota, Florida, with over thirty years of experience 
in Adoptions and Assisted Reproductive Technology Law. 

She has served as chair of the Florida Bar Legal Needs 
of Children committee and Adoption committee; Board 
of Director for One Church One Child FL Dist. 8; Founder 
and Past President of the Florida Adoption Council 
(FAC); and Fellow of the AAAA and AAARTA for over 25 
years; Advisory Board member of Florida’s Children First 
advocating for improving the law and system for kids in 
care; and Advisory Board member for Florida’s Adoption 
Information Center. She has presented legal seminars on 
adoption and ART issues for AAAA & AAARTA, ABA, Florida 
& Georgia Bars, FAC, National Social Workers, Florida Clerk 
of Courts, and other private education providers, as well as 
written numerous articles. She is a member of the Florida 
Bar Adoption Law Certification Committee, recipient of the 
CCAI’s Angels in Adoption® Award, and AAAA’s recipient 
of the Amy Silverberg Special Needs Advocate of the Year. 
She is the proud mother of four handsome adopted sons 
and two beautiful granddaughters.

Eric Stovall
Eric A. Stovall was admitted to the Nevada bar in 1987 
after receiving his law degree from the Nevada School of 
Law and undergraduate degrees in Political Science and 
Speech Communication from the University of Nevada, 
Reno in 1983, which is surprising considering that he looks 
much younger. Prior to attending law school, Mr. Stovall 
was a licensed property and casualty/life and health 
insurance agent and ran an independent insurance agency.

Mr. Stovall practices primarily in the fields of personal 
injury, insurance bad faith, adoption, and surrogacy 
law. He is an AV rated attorney by Martindale Hubbell. A 
regular lecturer to legal audiences, Mr. Stovall has spoken 
on various subjects such as trial practice, insurance law, 
arbitration, ICPC, legal ethics and adoption, and trying the 
contested adoption case. He represents several adoption 
agencies in Nevada and is involved with over 100 adoption 
cases each year. He was accepted into AAAA in 2003, 
was designated an Angel in Adoption® in 2006 and was a 
charter Fellow in AAARTA. He has been a member of the 
Nevada Trial Lawyers Association since 1987.

Leah Strom
Leah Strom, LISW #15601 and APSW #126634-121, 
licensed in Minnesota and Wisconsin, is the Director of 
Social Work for International Adoption at Children’s Home 
Society & LSS of Minnesota. She studied Social Work as an 
undergraduate at the University of Wisconsin - Eau Claire 
and earned her Master of Social Work at the University 
of Minnesota. In 2013 she completed the Permanency 
& Adoption Competency Certificate from the Center for 
Advanced Studies in Child Welfare at the University of 
Minnesota. She has worked in the child welfare and adoption 
field for 15 years as a social worker, program manager, and 
director. Leah has a strong passion for international and 
domestic child welfare, including child protection, family 
reunification, and adoption.

Peggy Swain
Peggy Swain is licensed in Maryland and is the incoming 
Director or AAARTA. A former surgical, delivery room, and 
IVF clinical nurse, her practice concentration is in Assisted 
Reproductive Technology Law, Adoption, and Guardianship. 
Ms. Swain is a fellow of the American Academy of Adoption 
Attorneys, where she chaired the ARTs Committee, and 
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served four years on the Academy’s Board of Trustees. 
She is a long-standing member of the American Society 
for Reproductive Medicine and co-chaired the formation of 
its Legal Professional Group, of which she is Past-Chair. A 
member of the ABA and its Family Law Section on ART, Ms. 
Swain is also a charter fellow of the American Academy of 
Assisted Reproductive Technology Attorneys, and a former 
appointee to the AAARTA Executive Council, as well as 
Chair of AAARTA’s CLE Committee. Ms. Swain has authored 
a number of textbook chapters, is a frequent lecturer, 
and is an adjunct professor at the University of Baltimore 
School of Law. 

Dr. Emily Todd
Dr. Emily Todd (CO license #DR.0049126) is a pediatrician 
and medical geneticist. She founded Comprehensive 
Adoption Medicine Consultants to help families navigate 
the medical side of the adoption journey. In her practice, 
Dr. Todd provides pre-adoption consultation to give 
families insight into the medical and developmental needs 
of children being adopted domestically and from countries 
worldwide. In addition, Dr. Todd strives to bridge the gap 
between the medical and adoption communities to best 
serve the child. She does frequent teaching and lectures 
at a local and national level on a variety of medical and 
developmental topics relating to adoption. Dr. Todd also 
serves as the Contributing Section Editor for the Council 
on Foster Care, Adoption, and Kinship Care for AAP Grand 
Rounds, a professional journal of the American Academy 
of Pediatrics.

Whitney White
Whitney White has been the International Education 
Counselor for Lifeline Children’s Services since July 2011. 
In this role, she has developed training and curriculum 
for families in both the pre- and post-adoption phases, 
counseled adoptive parents of children of all ages who 
are struggling or find themselves in crisis, and trained 
caregivers around the world in international children’s 
home settings. Whitney studied psychology and leadership 
in college and then went on to obtain a Master’s of 
Education degree in Community Counseling. In the state of 
Georgia, Whitney’s APC license number is APC004826. She 
is interested in everything international, has a deep love 
for people from around the world, has a heart for adoption, 
and is passionate about counseling. Whitney is honored to 
play a small role in what God is doing to equip His people 
to care for His children.

Ashley Whiteside
Ms. Whiteside, LMSW, LCPAA is currently the Manager of 
Domestic Adoption at the Gladney Center for Adoption. 
She began her career in adoption 11 years ago as a birth 
parent caseworker in the field and transitioned 5 years ago 
to working with adoptive families. Her passion is to ensure 
that she is placing children in safe, competent, appropriate, 
and loving homes. Ms. Whiteside is trained in and utilizes 
the Structured Analysis Family Evaluation (SAFE) home 
study and Trust Based Relational Intervention (TBRI) as a 
guide to her practice.  

Farah Williams
Farah Williams, Ph.D., is a licensed clinical psychologist 
and Site Director at Scott County Behavioral Health 

Services, with Frontier Health/Planning District One (PD1) 
Community Services Board. Dr. Williams has been licensed 
in Virginia (license number: 0810004145) She completed 
a pre-doctoral internship at the Virginia Treatment Center 
for Children in the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. 
After completing her doctoral training in 2008, Dr. Williams 
continued as a postdoctoral fellow at the Virginia Treatment 
Center for Children, where she also served as a juvenile 
forensic evaluator for the City of Richmond Juvenile Court. 
In addition to her administrative duties, Dr. Williams 
continues to provide clinical services including, outpatient 
therapy, crisis intervention, and psychological evaluations 
with a focus on parenting capacity assessment, adoption 
success, and trauma.

Becky Wilmoth
Becky Wilmoth is an Enrolled Agent and Adoption Tax 
Credit Specialist® with Bills Tax Service. She is a member 
of National Adoption League, NACAC, Kaskaskia College 
Business/Accounting Advisory Board, National Association 
of Enrolled Agents, and National Association of Tax 
Professionals. She is also a guest writer and speaker 
for many adoption conferences, magazines, webinars, 
podcasts, and radio shows. Many at Bills Tax Service have 
been blessed by adoption and so our mission is to help as 
many families as possible on their adoption journey. We 
have helped families all over the United States with the 
Adoption Tax Credit.

Heidi Wiste
Heidi Wiste, LICSW #15091, licensed in the state of 
Minnesota, is the Director of Social Work for Domestic 
Adoption at Children’s Home Society & LSS of Minnesota. 
She is an adoption professional who has been working in 
the field since 2000. Heidi has provided direct service to 
individuals and families in all stages of adoption as well 
as in a clinical setting. The focus of her work has been 
to advocate and better understand the experiences of the 
adoptee and adoptive parents and assist in supporting 
families through adoption education and support. Heidi 
also has a personal connection as an adopted adult. Heidi 
studied Social Work at Skidmore College and obtained her 
Master of Social Work from New York University. Heidi has 
also completed the Certificate in Infant and Early Childhood 
Mental Health training at the University of Minnesota in 
2009.

Heather Zenone
Heather Zenon is the Senior Policy Advisor for the 
Administration on Children Youth and Families Commissioner 
in relation to tribal child welfare. She develops, 
coordinates, and leads legislative strategy, policy direction, 
regulation, research, and public relations related to tribal 
children, youth, and families. Her focus is on prevention 
and intervention in child abuse and neglect, foster care 
and adoption, runaway and homeless youth, adolescent 
pregnancy prevention, and human trafficking. Ms. Zenone 
has expertise in Indian Child Welfare Act regulation and 
implementation, trauma and resilience, data and data 
quality. Prior to her current position, Ms. Zenon was Senior 
Advisor, Tribal Children with the Children’s Bureau. In that 
position she lead and directed national policy on behalf 
of Children’s Bureau Associate Commissioner on issues 
related to tribal children and families
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AdoptTogether is the world's 
largest nonprofit, crowdfunding 
platform for adoption. In just 4 
years of operation, AdoptTogether 
has raised $8.5 million in tax-
deductible donations to help more 
than 2,000 families bring their 
children home. Learn more at 
www.adopttogether.org

Adoption.com is the world’s most 
used adoption website. We strive to 
educate, inspire, uplift, and make 
meaningful adoption connections for 
all members of the adoption triad 
and community.

The Adoption Medicine Clinic 
University of Minnesota is an 
outpatient clinic serving families 
with children adopted domestically, 
internationally, and in foster 
care. Founded in 1986, our clinic 
is a global leader in adoption 
medicine, research, education, 
and advocacy. We provide pre-
adoption consultations, medical 
reviews, travel counseling, and 
comprehensive postadoption care.

America’s Christian Credit Union 
Many families believe they cannot 
afford to adopt. At ACCU, we’ve 
designed an affordable solution 
for families to cover their adoption 
related expenses. 

Accreditation Guru, Inc. helps 
guide organizations through the 
national accreditation process 
(COA, CARF, Hague, etc.) via an 
efficient and systematic approach 
and provides support with strategic 
planning, board of directors’ 
development, quality improvement 
programs, and more. We are ready 
to support your organization to 
Prepare for Greatness! More info: 
www.AccreditationGuru.com

American Adoptions is a licensed 
national adoption agency that 
specializes in newborn/infant 
domestic adoptions and provides 
full adoption services to prospective 
birth mothers and adoptive families 
alike. With 25 years’ experience, 
we understand what is required to 
legally and emotionally complete 
an adoption, to ensure each party's 
adoption goals are satisfied and 
that the adopted child is bound to 
have the most amazing childhood 
possible.

Alliance For Children 
is a full-service,  
private, Hague-
Accredited, nonprofit 
adoption agency that 
has been in operation 
since 1974. Alliance 
is licensed in NY, NJ, 
PA, TX, FL, MA, RI, 
and AR and is able 
to provide adoption 

assist services to both agencies and 
attorneys. Additionally, Alliance is 
licensed to provide international 
placement services in Vietnam, 
Taiwan, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, Romania, and Bulgaria.

ART Risk Financial and 
Insurance Solutions, Inc., an 
insurance brokerage specializing 
in risk reduction for the ART 
community with over 15 years’ 
experience working with Clinics, 
Agencies, Attorneys, and IP's. We 
evaluate, educate, and empower. 
Whatever your insurance needs, ART 
Risk has a solution. 888.799.7077; 
www.artrisksolutons.com; 
info@artrisksolutions.com

Adoption Choices of Texas 
provides the highest levels of 
service, compassion, and support 
throughout the adoption process for 
all members of the adoption triad. 
We offer caring and professional full-
service adoption assistance across 
Texas and across the country

Adoption Minnesota provides 
a variety of services to adoptive 
parents and birth parents 
throughout Minnesota. We can 
complement out of state agencies, 
facilitators and attorney’s services 
by providing: adoption studies, 
counseling, hospital coordination, as 
well as ICPC filings.

Brave Penny was formed to help 
a parent suffering from the grief 
of losing a child or the dream of 
having a child. Brave Penny seeks 
to provide, through publications and 
ministry, lasting solutions that lead 
to healing and contentment.

exhibitors
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Bills Tax Service is a professional 
tax accounting business owned by 
Alan and Jaime Newcomb, EA who 
are foster and adoptive parents. 
Becky Wilmoth, EA, an Adoption 
Tax Credit Specialist®, writer 
for adoption magazines, speaks 
nationwide to adoption families, 
organizations, and attorneys to help 
them understand the Adoption Tax 
Credit.

CAIRS Solutions is a web-based 
technology organization providing 
end to end solutions to private 
adoption and foster care. With over 
100 years of combined experience 
in Adoption Services, Web Based 
Systems, Social Networking, 
Marketing, and Security, CAIRS 
software suite builds, manages, 
markets, and strengthens 
relationships. 

Creating a Family – The 
National Infertility and Adoption 
Education Nonprofit is the national 
adoption & infertility education and 
support organization.  Our mission 
is to provide support and unbiased 
information before, during, and after 
adoption or fertility treatment to 
help create strong families. 

Council on Accreditation (COA) 
is a not-for-profit independent 
accreditor of the full continuum 
of community-based human 
service organizations in the Us and 
Canada.  Today, more than 2000 
organizations serving more than 
7 million vulnerable individuals, 
children, and families are members 
of COA’s “community of excellence.”  
COA accreditation is supported 
by 29 national and international 
organizations, a cadre of over 1000 
volunteers, and an international 
board of trustees. 

eAdopt is a cloud-based case 
management and notification system 
for adoption professionals. eAdopt’s 
hosted software provides a secure 
way for adoption professionals to 
manage their caseloads.

ESP That's Me! 
I am a new author who has 
published an interactive children's 
book about adoption entirely from 
the baby's view point. It conveys a 
positive and loving message about 
adoption.

Hawley and Associates provides 
specialized insurance products for 
child welfare and social service 
organizations across the country 
and the world.  Our knowledge of 
the insurance industry, a sincere 
dedication to service and access to 
specialty markets sets us apart from 
the rest!

Homestudies & Adoption 
Placement Services (HAPS) is 
a Hague accredited, New Jersey 
licensed and New York approved 
adoption agency. Our current 
placement programs include 
Bulgaria, Ukraine, Jamaica and 
Guyana and domestic adoption 
in the United States. We also 
assist families with UAA identified 
adoptions worldwide

Keeping Kyrie: 
A true story of 
faith, family, 
and foster care 
is a book is about 
our fostering 
and adoption 
experience, 
including adopting 
six special needs 
children.

We       our exhibitors!
Find your From Helping to Healing exhibitor passport in your tote bag. Turn in your 

completed passport to the registration table to enter drawings for two $50 Amazon gift 
cards. Drawings will be held Friday at lunch and at Saturday’s closing plenary.
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National Background Check, 
Inc. (NBCI) is one of the 
longest-standing fingerprint 
service organizations for civilian 
purposes in the United States.  
As an approved channeler, NBCI 
helps individuals obtain their FBI 
background check for adoption, 
foreign residency and travel, 
visa requirements, and personal 
reasons. 

National Credit Reporting 
As a trusted source of background 
screening information for more than 
25 years, MyFBIReport/National 
Credit Reporting is a government 
Authorized Channeler for FBI 
Criminal Reports.  We can provide 
results in less than 48 hours.

National Fertility Support Center 
In order to meet the needs of 
those interested in supporting and 
pursuing this family-building option, 
the National Fertility Support Center 
was created. Since 2005, NFSC team 
members have served hundreds of 
embryo donors, recipients, and their 
children, establishing professional 
collaborations with medical clinics, 
physicians, legal associates, and 
adoption professionals around the 
country. 

Pearl Surrogacy provides 
gestational carrier recruitment, 
matching and management services 
Our surrogates and intended parents 
have a common goal—to build 
families. We share this goal with 
you and will provide comprehensive 
support and guidance at every step 
of your surrogacy journey.

Slant is an online review 
management platform. Not only do 
we aggregate all your reviews across 
Google, Facebook, and Yelp, we also 
help you to gather more reviews 
from your existing customers in 
the simplest way possible: a text 
message. Come check us out!

St. Elizabeth Foundation is a 
licensed, non-profit adoption agency. 
Our mission is to offer counseling to 
women experiencing an unintended 
pregnancy and placement services 
for adopting couples. Since opening 
in 1988, we have helped hundreds 
of birth mothers make adoption 
plans for their children.

The Law Offices of Steffas & 
Associates, P.C. is a law firm with 
30 years’ experience in adoption 
law and immigration.  In 2009, the 
Council on Accreditation designated 
Irene Steffas as an Approved Person 
and subsequently, the law firm 
itself for Incoming and Outgoing 
adoptions.  No country, no case and 
no clients are the same. We love 
what we do.

Your Adoption Finance Coach  
We solve the money problem!  
Providing financial services to 
adoption agencies, professionals, 
and their families. 

The exhibit hall is open:
Thursday 7:30am – 4:00pm
Friday 8:00am – 5:45pm
Saturday 8:00am – 12:00pm
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Colleen Quinn
President
Richmond, VA

Deb Guston
President-Elect
Treasurer
Glen Rock, NJ

Theresa Roetter
Vice President
Madison, WI

Herb Brail
Immediate Past-President
Dearborn, MI

Jennie Sullivan
Executive Administrator
Indianapolis, IN

Lynn J. Bodi
Madison, WI

Simi Densen
Austin, TX

Nidhi Desai
Chicago, IL

Mark Fiddler
Minneapolis, MN

Eric C. Freeby
Fort Worth, TX

Seth A. Grob
Lakewood, CO

Catherine E. Keefe
Clayton, MO

Sherry L. Leichman
Rockville, MD

Robin Pope
Beaverton, OR

Douglas H. Reiniger
Jackson, WY

Denise Seidelman
Bronxville, NY

directors

Denise Bierly
Director of Adoption
State College, PA

Margaret Swain
AAARTA Director
Baltimore, MD

board of trustees
2016 – 2017

AAAA officers
2016 – 2017

conference 
leadership
Mary Beck
Co-Chair

Susan Stockham
Co-Chair
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board
Wayne W. Sharp, PhD
Chairman

Andrea T. Vavonese, Esq.
Vice Chair

Heidi Bruegel Cox, JD
Vice Chair

Phillip Littleton
Treasurer 

Lisa Sinclair
Secretary

William J. Blacquiere
Jane Castanias
Kyle Clark
Nathan Gwilliam
Dana Johnson, MD, PhD
Sheree Jones
Brian A. Luwis
Alexis Oberdorfer
Stacey J. Reynolds
William P. Rosen, Esq.
Beth Nonte Russell
Rebecca Miller Spicer
Louis P. Stern
Steven A. Sunday
Mike Thorne
Lori Throckmorton

staff
Chuck Johnson
President and CEO
@NCFAChuck
cjohnson@adoptioncouncil.org

Kevin Wrege
Executive Director
@KevinWrege
kwrege@adoptioncouncil.org

Lauren Koch
Vice President
Director of Development
lkoch@adoptioncouncil.org

Megan Lestino
Vice President
Public Policy and Education
mlestino@adoptioncouncil.org

Erin Bayles
Public Policy and Education 
Manager
ebayles@adoptioncouncil.org

 
Nicole Callahan
Publications Director
ncallahan@adoptioncouncil.org

Janelle Ison
Finance and Administration 
Director
jison@adoptioncouncil.org

Pat Knight
Constituent Services Fellow
pknight@adoptioncouncil.org

Julie Claiborn Shull
Director of Communications
jshull@adoptioncouncil.org

Amy Wolfe
Development and Operations 
Manager
awolfe@adoptioncouncil.org

who’s who
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Name Organization

Email Phone Number

Name Organization

Email Phone Number
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Name Organization
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Name Organization

Email Phone Number



1.866.309.7328  •  bcspostadopt@bethany.org

the support you need.    
the help you want.

call or email today

Are you looking  
for support? 

Do you need to talk  
with someone who  
really understands? 

Do you need  
help finding the  
right resources?

Facing Unexpected Challenges?

The journey doesn’t end when an adoption is finalized. Many parents experience unforeseen difficulties and 
often don’t know where to turn. Bethany Christian Services can help. We offer post-adoption support and 
information to anyone touched by an adoption, whether you worked with Bethany or another provider. 

learn about the many resources available
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name

schedule 
at a glance
thursday, september 22
7:45  Registration & breakfast*

8:30  Opening plenary session
10:00  Break
10:15  Breakout sessions
11:00  Break
11:15  Breakout sessions
12:00  Break
12:30  Awards luncheon
1:45  Break
2:00  Breakout sessions
2:45  Break
3:00  Breakout sessions
3:45  Break†

4:45  Drinks & meet up
5:15  Parade
5:30  Evening reception
8:30  Hospitality suite opens

* Exhibit Hall opens  |  † Exhibit Hall closes

friday, september 23
8:00  Registration & breakfast*

8:45  Plenary session
10:00  Break
10:15  Breakout sessions
11:00  Break
11:15  Breakout sessions
12:00  Break
12:15  Networking lunch
1:45  Break
2:00  Breakout sessions
2:45  Break
3:00  Breakout sessions
3:45  Break
4:15  Lightning Talks†

6:00  Dine around
8:00  Evening reception

saturday, september 24
8:00  Registration & breakfast*

8:30  Breakout sessions
9:15  Break
9:30  Breakout sessions
10:15  Coffee & refreshments
10:45  Closing plenary session
11:45  Break†

12:00  Roundtable sessions
1:00  Roundtable sessions


