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GPTC Selects Alignment, Name for Broadway Rapid Service; 

Invites Region to Hop On Board the BROADWAY METRO EXPRESS in 2017 

  

Via action at their meeting on November 3, 2016, the Board of Directors of the Gary Public 

Transportation Corporation (GPTC) moved to accept a final alignment for planned bus service 

upgrades on Broadway and, in addition, selected a name for the new service. GPTC is pleased 

to announce that Northwest Indiana’s first Rapid Bus service, the BROADWAY METRO 

EXPRESS will launch in summer-2017.  

 

“Rapid Bus Service” on Broadway was a key recommendation of the Livable Broadway 

Regional Plan (LBRP), which studied the key corridor from Gary to Crown Point.  The LBRP 

was completed and endorsed by GPTC in September 2015. Faster, more frequent service and 

safer, upgraded transit stations are the key elements of the concept.  

 

At the November Board of Directors meeting the body approved a recommended routing for the 

service that would reduce wait times from 30 minutes to 20 minutes at bus stops from downtown 

Gary to Southlake Methodist Hospital in Merrillville. This primary corridor would be fed by new 

local service connecting to places such as the Veterans Administration Hospital, the Lake County 

Government Center and the Purdue Research Park. In addition to being the most cost-effective of 

two final alternatives, input from a public hearing and two Open Houses indicated near-

unanimous support for this alignment. 

 

In addition to the alignment selection, the Board also selected to brand the route as the 

BROADWAY METRO EXPRESS. This naming considered input from Region residents, who 

offered and voted on naming suggestions for the bus service in spring of 2016.  

 

"These important decisions are all designed to maximize the benefit of transit service and 

accessibility for our riders and the citizens of Gary," stated GPTC General Manager Daryl E. 

Lampkins. They will also allow for branding and raising awareness of the service. This includes 

public education regarding enhanced bus stations, which as planned will include new shelters, 

more visible crosswalks and new “bus bypass” lanes at several proposed bus stations which will 

allow safer, faster boarding. 

 

Many new bus stations will also be the canvass for artistic enhancements, thanks to a 

philanthropic partner in the Legacy Foundation. Legacy Foundation’s Call for Artists for the Bus 
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Shelter Art design contest received 34 design submissions for bus shelters along Broadway in 

Gary. Designs were submitted for bus shelters in University Park-IUN, University Park-

Morningside, Downtown, and Midtown. Artists will be selected by a review panel based on the 

quality, creativity and connection of the work to the city of Gary. 

 

“Legacy’s partnership with GPTC has produced a first of its kind public art project for the city of 

Gary. We received many quality submissions, and I’m looking forward to seeing new life 

brought to the Broadway corridor and the public transit experience for riders in Gary,” said Kelly 

Anoe, Legacy Foundation vice president.  

 

Selected artists will receive a stipend of $1,000 for each design implemented. Funding for the 

artist is provided by the Knight Foundation Donor Advised Fund at Legacy Foundation, and 

some construction costs will be matched by federal transportation funds.  

 

The Gary Public Transportation Corporation provides fixed-route service in Gary Lake County, 

Indiana. GPTC also provides complementary paratransit service for those who, due to a 

disability, are unable to access fixed route service. Information on the award-winning Livable 

Broadway Regional Plan and the BROADWAY METRO EXPRESS is available at the project 

website, www.livablebroadway.com. For more information contact GPTC’s David Wright at 

(219) 885-7555 ext 204, or PlanningManager@gptcbus.com.  
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