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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Shower 
Compartment & Lavatory Design

Maxstone International, LLC
7401 Adrianne Place
Memphis, TN 38133

Provides an overview of ADA-compliant design requirements for shower compartments 
and lavatory tops using solid surface materials—from planning and design to installation.

To ensure the accuracy of this program material, this course is valid only when listed on 
AEC Daily’s Online Learning Center. Please click here to verify the status of this course. 
If the course is not displayed on the above page, it is no longer offered. 

This course is approved by other organizations. Please click here for details.

The American Institute of Architects · Course No. AEC663 · This program qualifies for 1.0 LU/HSW Hour.

AEC Daily Corporation is a Registered Provider with The American Institute of Architects Continuing Education Systems (AIA/CES). Credit(s) 
earned on completion of this program will be reported to AIA/CES for AIA members. Certificates of Completion for both AIA members and non-
AIA members are available upon request. This program is registered with AIA/CES for continuing professional education. As such, it does not 
include content that may be deemed or construed to be an approval or endorsement by the AIA of any material of construction or any method 
or manner of handling, using, distributing, or dealing in any material or product. Questions related to specific materials, methods, and services 
will be addressed at the conclusion of this presentation.

Presented by: 

Description:
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AEC Daily Corporation has met the standards and requirements of 

the Registered Continuing Education Program. Credit earned on 

completion of this program will be reported to RCEP at RCEP.net.  

A certificate of completion will be issued to each participant. As 

such, it does not include content that may be deemed or construed 

to be an approval or endorsement by the RCEP.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/sc.php?node_id=1736130&tabidx=corporate&company=Maxstone+International,+LLC


Slide 4 of 66©2013 ∙ Table of Contents

• About the Instructor                                                   • About the Sponsor                                                        • Ask an Expert

Purpose and Learning Objectives

Purpose: Provides an overview of ADA-compliant design requirements for shower 
compartments and lavatory tops using solid surface materials—from planning and design 
to installation.

Learning Objectives:

At the end of this program, participants will be able to:

• summarize the characteristics and applications of solid surface materials.
• identify the elements associated with ADA-compliant shower compartments and 

lavatory tops required to meet the strictly enforced dimensional specifications of this 
federal civil rights statute.

• relate the expanded interior design options made available by the use of solid surface 
shower wall panels with tile pattern replicas and simulated grout, and.

• discuss the installation considerations pertaining to solid surface shower compartments 
and lavatory units.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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How to use this Online Learning Course

• To view this course, use the arrows at the bottom of each slide or the up and down 
arrow keys on your keyboard.

• To print or exit the course at any time, press the ESC key on your keyboard. This will 
minimize the full-screen presentation and display the menu bar.

• Within this course is an     exam password that you will be required to enter in order to 
proceed with the online examination. Please be sure to remember or write down this 
exam password so that you have it available for the test.

• To receive a certificate indicating course completion, refer to the instructions at the end 
of the course.

• For additional information and post-seminar assistance, click on any of the logos and 
icons within a page or any of the links at the top of each page.
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An Overview of Solid Surface Materials
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Characteristics of Solid Surface

In addition to pleasing aesthetics and design flexibility, there are a number of sound 
reasons why solid surface is a practical choice for discerning architects, designers and 
facility administrators. 

This course begins with a discussion of the characteristics of solid surface that contribute 
to its growing popularity in a wide variety of markets.

• Solid surface offers an economical design solution that fits neatly into your project 
budget without compromising quality or design appeal. 

• Solid surface is a homogeneous, thermoset polymer compound that consists of acrylic 
and polyester components filled with aluminum tri-hydrate. Since solid surface materials 
are solid all the way through, they have no surface layer to delaminate. Furthermore, 
the same surface color is maintained throughout the entire thickness of each sheet or 
trim piece.

• Solid surface materials are non-porous and have water-tight, inconspicuous, grout-free 
seams. 

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Characteristics of Solid Surface

• Solid surface materials are resistant to 
scratching, stains, impact, and heat.

• Solid surface is extremely hygienic and is 
resistant to mold, bacteria, and mildew. Note that 
certain solid surface materials are 
GREENGUARD Indoor Air Quality Certified® 
and NSF-51 certified.

• Solid surface materials are renewable and are 
easy to fabricate, install, repair, and maintain, 
reducing costs and extending the service life of 
the product.

• Solid surface products are typically warranted for 
10 years.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Solid Surface Applications

Offered in a variety of sizes and a 
range of color options, solid 
surface is an ideal solution for an 
expansive array of project 
applications.

• Kitchen Countertops.
• Vanity Tops .
• Backsplashes .
• Wall Cladding .
• Showers .
• Tub Decks and Surrounds .
• Countertops and Desk Tops .
• Window Sills .

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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Solid Surface Project Types

Range of project types include:

• Retirement and Nursing Homes .
• Hospitality .
• Casinos .
• Hotels and Resorts .
• Food Service .
• Assisted Living and Long-Term Care Facilities .
• Student Housing (on- and off-campus) .
• Multi-tenant Residential and Condos .
• Commercial .
• Government .
• Military .

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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Solid Surface Configurations

For the purposes of this course, we will be focusing on the use of solid surface in shower 
compartment and lavatory unit projects. 

Solid surface can be used to create the entire wet area ensemble of shower walls, tub 
surrounds, tub decks, trim, vanity tops, toilet partitions, privacy panels, window sills, and 
similar applications.

• Shower pans are available in standard or custom configurations, including ADA-
compliant designs.

• Sheets and trim pieces are typically offered in standard thicknesses of ¼ inch and ½ 
inch (¾ inch is available as special order).

• Integral solid surface lavatories with 4-inch coved backsplashes, and 4-inch aprons are 
available.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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Solid Surface Configurations

Toilet partitions and privacy panels are manufactured in thicknesses of ½ inch or ¾ inch 
that are pre-cut to size and polished on both sides. 

Now that we have reviewed the characteristics and applications of solid surface, let’s move 
on to a discussion of ADA accessibility guidelines.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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ADA Accessibility Guidelines
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ADA Accessibility Guidelines: Introduction

The U.S. Department of Justice has assembled the 2010 Americans with Disabilities Act 
Accessibility Guidelines (ADAAG) that provides the scoping and technical requirements for 
new construction and alterations. It is important to note that ADAAG is not a building code.

This course includes the identification of the elements associated with ADA-compliant 
shower compartment and lavatory top design required to meet the strictly enforced 
dimensional specifications of this federal civil rights statute. 

Use of the information presented in this course is not a substitute for the study and 
understanding of the accessibility standards that are referenced herein. All building plans 
should be reviewed by local jurisdictions to ensure compliance.  

As well, this course does not refer to the International Plumbing Code, International 
Residential Code, International Building Code, or any other model code or state building 
code. Differences may be present and need to be thoroughly researched. This online 
course is designed for use by planners, architects, designers, specifiers, building owners, 
and facilities/property managers to initiate the thought processes required to truly 
understand and apply these standards.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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The Importance of ADA Compliance

Why is it vital that architects and 
designers understand these 
standards?

To explain the reason, there are 
some complex issues involved in 
achieving ADA-compliant designs 
in all types of building 
construction. In terms of bathroom 
design, it is important to 
comprehend the ADAAG 
standards in order to minimize the 
risk of injury and to ensure end 
user comfort and ease of use.

Error/Omission:
When a transfer shower is used, it is often larger than 
the required 36" x 36" inside dimension.

Result:
People with disabilities may be injured when using a 
transfer shower that is too large. Users may slide off the 
seat and fall onto the floor of the shower while reaching 
for the shower controls and hand-held showerhead.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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ADA Accessibility Guidelines: Resources

It is recommended to download these online documents upon completion of the course.
• http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/2010ADAStandards.pdf
• http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/Guidance_2010ADAStandards.pdf

To reference the 2010 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, click on the following link:
• http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm

http://www.ada.gov/2010ADAstandards_index.htm
http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/Guidance_2010ADAStandards.pdf
http://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/2010ADAStandards.pdf
http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/sc.php?node_id=1736130&tabidx=corporate&company=Maxstone+International,+LLC
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ADA-Compliant 
Solid Surface Shower Compartments
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608.2.1

Presented in this section of the course is an 
overview of the ADAAG Standards related to 
shower compartments.

608 Shower Compartments .

608.2.1 Transfer Type Shower Compartments .

Transfer type shower compartments shall be 36 
inches (915 mm) by 36 inches (915 mm) clear 
inside dimensions measured at the center points 
of opposing sides and shall have a 36 inch (915 
mm) wide minimum entry on the face of the 
shower compartment. Clearance of 36 inches 
(915 mm) wide minimum by 48 inches (1220 mm) 
long minimum measured from the control wall 
shall be provided. 

Note: Inside finished dimensions measured 
at the center points of opposing sides.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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608.2.2

608.2.2 Standard Roll-In Type Shower 
Compartments .

Standard roll-in type shower 
compartments shall be 30 inches (760 
mm) wide minimum by 60 inches (1525 
mm) deep minimum clear inside 
dimensions measured at center points of 
opposing sides and shall have a 60 inch 
(1525 mm) wide minimum entry on the 
face of the shower compartment.

Note: Inside finished dimensions measured at the 
center points of opposing sides.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/sc.php?node_id=1736130&tabidx=corporate&company=Maxstone+International,+LLC
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608.2.3

608.2.3 Alternate Roll-In Type Shower 
Compartments .

Alternate roll-in type shower 
compartments shall be 36 inches (915 
mm) wide and 60 inches (1525 mm) 
deep minimum clear inside dimensions 
measured at center points of opposing 
sides. A 36 inch (915 mm) wide minimum 
entry shall be provided at one end of the 
long side of the compartment.

Note: Inside finished dimensions measured at the 
center points of opposing sides.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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608.3.1

608.3.1 Transfer Type Shower 
Compartments .

In transfer type compartments, grab bars 
shall be provided across the control wall 
and back wall to a point 18 inches (455 
mm) from the control wall. 

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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608.3.2

608.3.2 Standard Roll-In Type Shower Compartments .

Where a seat is provided in standard roll-in type shower compartments, grab bars shall be 
provided on the back wall and the side wall opposite the seat. Grab bars shall not be 
provided above the seat. Where a seat is not provided in standard roll-in type shower 
compartments, grab bars shall be provided on three walls. Grab bars shall be installed 6 
inches (150 mm) maximum from adjacent walls.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
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608.3.3

608.3.3 Alternate Roll-In Type Shower 
Compartments .

In alternate roll-in type shower 
compartments, grab bars shall be 
provided on the back wall and the side 
wall farthest from the compartment entry. 
Grab bars shall not be provided above 
the seat. Grab bars shall be installed 6 
inches (150 mm) maximum from 
adjacent walls. 

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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608.4

608.4 Seats .

A folding or non-folding seat shall be provided in transfer type shower compartments. A 
folding seat shall be provided in roll-in type showers required in transient lodging guest 
rooms with mobility features complying with 806.2. Seats shall comply with 610.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Shower Pans
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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Shower Pans: 
Introduction
In this section of the course, the installation considerations of ADA-compliant solid 
surface shower pans are presented. 

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Shower Pan: Example

Pictured below is an example of an ADA-compliant solid surface shower pan (36 inches x 
36 inches) with an optional 36-inch-wide access ramp.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Shower Pan Details

Solid surface shower 
pans must be 
manufactured to 
exacting dimensions 
in order to ensure that 
the wall-to-wall inside 
dimensions of the 
shower compartment 
are ADA compliant.

Shower Pan Details for ADA-Compliant Installation.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Shower Pan Details

These shower pan 
sections show how 
the properly designed 
solid surface shower 
pan must be 
positioned to ensure 
an ADA-compliant 
installation.

Shower Pan Sections for ADA-Compliant Installation.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Shower Pan Details: Front Section

In order to achieve 
the 36-inch net inside 
wall-to-wall 
dimension, a number 
of factors are 
involved, including: 
• rough framing 

dimensions .
• wallboard 

thickness, and .
• adhesive 

thickness.

Enlarged Front Section for ADA-Compliant Installation.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
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Shower Pan Details: Side Section

In order to achieve the 
36-inch net inside 
front edge-to-rear wall 
dimension, the same 
factors mentioned on 
the previous slide 
need to be considered 
(rough framing 
dimensions, wallboard 
thickness, and 
adhesive thickness).

Enlarged Side Section for ADA-Compliant Installation.

http://www.aecdaily.com/forums.php?node_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/faculty_bio.php?parent_id=1747134
http://www.aecdaily.com/sc.php?node_id=1736130&tabidx=corporate&company=Maxstone+International,+LLC


Slide 33 of 66©2013 ∙ Table of Contents

• About the Instructor                                                   • About the Sponsor                                                        • Ask an Expert

Barrier-Free Threshold Section

Note that the height of a water barrier 
threshold at the entrance to an ADA-
compliant shower pan cannot exceed 
½ inch. 

The ¼-inch height shown here leaves 
room for an additional water dam if 
desired.
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Access Ramps

An access ramp will be required (unless the shower pan is recessed into the floor slab) 
so that the top of the threshold is no more than ½ inch above the level of the finished 
slab.

303.4 Ramps. Changes in level greater than ½-inch (13 mm) high shall be ramped, and 
shall comply with 405 or 406.
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Access Ramps

When a solid surface shower pan is installed on top of a floor slab, an access ramp that 
is mounted adjacently on the floor slab is required to provide an approach incline that is 
ADA-compliant. Additionally, a ¼-inch water barrier is necessary. If the shower pan is 
mounted into a 1-½-inch recessed area in the slab, an access ramp is not required to 
maintain the ¼-inch water barrier. 
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Drain Assembly Details

Drain assemblies that meet solid surface shower pan manufacturer requirements for size 
and quality must be specified in order to ensure a proper installation.
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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Shower Installation
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Solid Surface Shower Installation: Introduction

Presented in this section of the course is a discussion of the installation instructions for 
solid surface shower systems.

Scope of Instructions .
The limited instructions offered here are general in nature and assume that the 
fabricators, installers, plumbers, and others involved in the installation of solid surface 
shower system products have experience with and understanding of solid surface shower 
components. If this is not the case, the fabricators, installers, plumbers, and others 
involved should notify the General Contractor or Project Manager and contact appropriate 
solid surface shower system support staff members for assistance (including detailed 
custom instructions, shop drawings, and related training program and certification 
opportunities).

Important Rough Framing Note .
All dimensions shown in the drawings assume the use of 5/8-inch-thick wall board. If 
another thickness of wall board is used for an ADA-compliant installation, rough framing 
dimensions will have to be recalculated in order to ensure correct shower pan fit and final 
inside dimensions of walls.
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Step 1: Drain Location / Shower Wall Framing

Drain Location .
• Check the rough-in opening drain location 

to make certain it matches the shower 
system dimensional specifications (as 
shown in the submittal drawings supplied 
for each shower pan model). 

• For custom installations, follow the same 
procedure with custom shop drawings 
supplied with specific product orders.

Shower Wall Framing .
• Ensure that the rough-in stud dimensions 

allow 1/8-inch space between outside 
edges of shower pan and adjacent stud 
walls (as shown in submittal drawings). 
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Step 2: Shower Pan Installation

Shower Pan Installation .
• Check the floor condition. Dry-fit the shower pan to 

make certain that the floor is level and the shower 
pan does not rock. If required, level the floor with 
mortar mixture or thin-set material according to best 
practices standards, local codes, and/or architectural 
or engineering specifications.

• Check to make certain that proper 1/8-inch clearance 
exists between the edges of the shower pan and the 
side wall framing.

• Hook up the shower drain according to the drain 
installation instructions. 

• For ADA transfer shower applications, install the 
shower access ramp with silicone or hard seam (if 
required).

• Cover the shower pan floor with cardboard, plastic 
sheeting, or similar materials to prevent possible 
damage during additional construction.
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Step 3: Accessories Installation

Wood Blocking for Accessory Installation .
• Check the wood blocking sizes and 

locations for grab bars, shower seats, and 
other accessories to ensure proper 
positioning for structurally sound 
installations.  
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Step 3: Accessories Installation

Grab Bars .
• Install continuous 2 inch x 8 inch blocking 

horizontally covering the area from 30-½ inches 
above the slab or sub-floor to 38 inches above 
the slab or sub-floor. 

Shower Seats .
• Install four heavy-duty studs (minimum 16 

gauge or wood equivalent) from bottom plate to 
top plate as follows: 

• one stud on the left
• two studs back-to-back (screwed or nailed 

together) positioned 16 inches to the right 
of the first stud, and

• install the fourth stud 16 inches to the right 
of the two studs joined together. 
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Step 3: Accessories Installation

Shower Seats, cont’d .
• Install one double layer of ¾-inch plywood (16 inches x 48 inches) flush with the 

surface of all the studs and running from the bottom plate to 48 inches above the 
bottom plate in both left and right sections. 

• The center pair of studs is to be a specified distance from the intersection of the rear 
wall framing.

Other Accessories .
• All other accessories require at least 2 inch x 6 inch wood blocking that is to be 

located to accept all fasteners.

Please remember the exam password COMPOUND. You will be required to enter it in order to proceed with 
the online examination.
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Step 4: Moisture-Resistant Wallboard Installation

Moisture-Resistant Wallboard Installation .
• Carefully measure and cut any openings 

for plumbing or accessories in the wall 
panels as required.
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Step 4: Solid Surface Wall Panel Installation

Shower Compartment Solid Surface Wall Panel .
• Install ¼-inch-thick solid surface wall panels 

utilizing1/8-inch-thick adhesive spotted on 
wallboard as appropriate.  

• Use adhesive to secure wall panels at corners. 
Bottom edge of wall panels are to be seated on 
shower pan lip. Seal all joints with silicone.

• When penetrating solid surface wall panels to 
attach accessories, the penetrations must be 
larger than the fasteners so as to ensure that 
fasteners do not come in contact with the wall 
panels (which could potentially result in a crack 
in the panel). 

• Always drill through panels from the back side.
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Solid Surface Shower Accessories
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Solid Surface Shower Accessories

Manufacturers offer a variety of solid 
surface shower system components 
and accessories that ensure 
compliance with ADA accessibility 
guidelines, including trench drains 
and collapsible water dams.
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Accessories: Trench Drain Option

Trench drains enable faster evacuation of 
waste water from the shower pan.

This design offers a single-slope design as 
opposed to the multiple slopes required to 
direct waste water to a central drain.

Trench drains can be located at the front, 
back, or side of the shower pan.

Although trench drain designs are more 
stylish, maintenance requirements are 
greater than conventional designs since 
both the concealed drain AND the trench 
drain cover must be cleaned regularly.
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Accessories: Collapsible Water Dams and End Caps

Collapsible water dams are manufactured from very strong, yet flexible, foam which 
collapses under the weight of a wheelchair tire. The dams are used to contain the water 
from the floor of the shower compartment and prevent leaks outside of the compartment. 

By placing these dams at the entrance to a shower, the ½-inch-high threshold “barrier-
free” component required for an ADA-compliant shower is not affected.  
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Solid Surface Tile Replica Panels and Pans

Technological advances in the 
solid surface industry have 
led to the development of 
solid surface shower wall 
panels and pans that provide 
the look and feel of tile with 
standard grout. Made with 
innovative “veining” 
techniques that deliver a 
unique natural aesthetic, 
these products are available 
in a range of standard and 
custom patterns and textures. 

The solid surface grout is 
made from a contrasting color 
using the same materials as 
the solid surface wall panel. 

Shower Pans Simulate Tile Flooring
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Solid Surface Tile Replica Panels and Pans

Tile replica products expand the design 
flexibility of the solid surface market and offer 
the same hygienic and performance 
characteristics of traditional solid surface, 
including:
• GREENGUARD Indoor Air Quality 

Certified® .
• NSF-51 certified, and .
• ADA-compliant applications.
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ADA-Compliant Solid Surface Lavatory Units
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Solid Surface Lavatory Units: Introduction

In this section of the course, we present a review of the installation considerations related 
to solid surface lavatory units, designed to meet ADA accessibility guidelines.
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Dimensional Guidelines 

The basis for ADA-compliant sink cabinet 
design involves specific dimensions for 
certain design features (e.g., the top surface 
depth and height, the obstructed reach 
distance, knee space clearance, and toe 
space height and depth).

Lavatory bowls must be carefully selected in 
order to fit properly into the cabinet area and 
to accommodate faucets and controls.
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308.2.2 Obstructed High Reach

308.2.2 Obstructed High Reach .
Where a high forward reach is over an obstruction, the 
clear floor space shall extend beneath the element for a 
distance not less than the required reach depth over the 
obstruction. The high forward reach shall be 48 inches 
(1220 mm) maximum where the reach depth is 20 
inches (510 mm) maximum (refer to Image a). Where 
the reach depth exceeds 20 inches (510 mm), the high 
forward reach shall be 44 inches (1120 mm) maximum, 
and the reach depth shall be 25 inches (635 mm) 
maximum (Image b). 
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306 Knee and Toe Clearance

306 Knee and Toe Clearance .

306.1 General .
Where space beneath an element is included as part of clear 
floor, or ground space, or turning space, the space shall comply 
with 306. Additional space shall not be prohibited beneath an 
element, but shall not be considered as part of the clear floor, or 
ground space, or turning space. 

Advisory 306.1 General .
Clearances are measured in relation to the usable clear floor 
space, not necessarily to the vertical support for an element. 
When determining clearance under an object for required 
turning or maneuvering space, care should be taken to ensure 
the space is clear of any obstructions.
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306.2 Toe Clearance

306.2 Toe Clearance .

306.2.1 General .
Space under an element between the finish floor or ground and 
9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor or ground shall be 
considered toe clearance and shall comply with 306.2.

306.2.2 Maximum Depth .
Toe clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 mm) maximum 
under an element.

306.2.3 Minimum Required Depth .
Where toe clearance is required at an element as part of a clear 
floor space, the toe clearance shall extend 17 inches (430 mm) 
minimum under the element.
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306.2 Toe Clearance

306.2 Toe Clearance (continued) .

306.2.4 Additional Clearance .
Space extending greater than 6 inches (150 mm) beyond 
the available knee clearance at 9 inches (230 mm) above 
the finish floor or ground shall not be considered toe 
clearance.

306.2.5 Width .
Toe clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum.
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306.3 Knee Clearance

306.3 Knee Clearance .

306.3.1 General .
Space under an element between 9 inches (230 mm) and 27 
inches (685 mm) above the finish floor or ground shall be 
considered knee clearance and shall comply with 306.3.

306.3.2 Maximum Depth .
Knee clearance shall extend 25 inches (635 mm) maximum 
under an element at 9 inches (230 mm) above the finish floor 
or ground.
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306.3 Knee Clearance

306.3 Knee Clearance (continued) .

306.3.3 Minimum Required Depth .
Where knee clearance is required under an element as part 
of a clear floor space, the knee clearance shall be 11 inches 
(280 mm) deep minimum at 9 inches (230 mm) above the 
finish floor or ground, and 8 inches (205 mm) deep minimum 
at 27 inches (685 mm) above the finish floor or ground.
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306.3 Knee Clearance

306.3 Knee Clearance (continued) .

306.3.4 Clearance Reduction .
Between 9 inches (230 mm) and 27 inches (685 mm) above 
the finish floor or ground, the knee clearance shall be 
permitted to reduce at a rate of 1 inch (25 mm) in depth for  
each 6 inches (150 mm) in height.

306.3.5 Width .
Knee clearance shall be 30 inches (760 mm) wide minimum. 
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606 Lavatories and Sinks

606 Lavatories and Sinks .

606.1 General .
Lavatories and sinks shall comply with 606. 

Advisory 606.1 General .
If soap and towel dispensers are provided, they must be 
located within the reach ranges specified in 308. Locate soap 
and towel dispensers so that they are conveniently usable by 
a person at the accessible lavatory.
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606 Lavatories and Sinks

606 Lavatories and Sinks (continued) .

606.3 Height .
Lavatories and sinks shall be installed with the front of the 
higher of the rim or counter surface 34 inches (865 mm) 
maximum above the finish floor or ground.

606.4 Faucets .
Controls for faucets shall comply with 309. Hand-operated 
metering faucets shall remain open for 10 seconds minimum.

606.5 Exposed Pipes and Surfaces .
Water supply and drain pipes under lavatories and sinks shall 
be insulated or otherwise configured to protect against 
contact. There shall be no sharp or abrasive surfaces under 
lavatories and sinks.
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Summary
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Important Points

• In this course, a discussion of the characteristics, applications, and project types of 
solid surface was presented.

• The term “ADA-compliant” was identified as relating to a federal civil rights statute 
mandated and enforced by the U.S. Department of Justice.

• The ADAAG Standards related to shower compartments and lavatory units were 
identified and reviewed.

• We reviewed the accessories that are available for ADA-compliant shower design, 
including the expanded interior design options made available by the use of solid 
surface shower wall panels with tile pattern replicas and simulated grout.

• We explored the installation steps and considerations for solid surface shower 
systems and lavatory units, designed to meet ADA accessibility guidelines.
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Conclusion

©2013 Maxstone International, LLC. The material contained in this course was 
researched, assembled, and produced by Maxstone International, LLC and 
remains its property. Questions or concerns about the content of this course 
should be directed to the program instructor. This multimedia product is the 
copyright of AEC Daily.

Exit

Click Here To Take The Test

Questions?
Ask an Expert – click here

If you desire AIA/CES and/or state licensing 
continuing education credits, please click on the 
button below to commence your online 
examination. Upon successful (80% or better) 
completion of the exam, please print your 
Certificate of Completion.

For additional knowledge and post-seminar 
assistance, please visit the Ask an Expert forum 
(click on the link above and bookmark it in your 
browser).

If you have colleagues that might benefit from 
this seminar, please let them know. Feel free to 
revisit the AEC Daily web site to download 
additional programs from the Online Learning 
Center.
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