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SUNSHINE VISITS -  
If someone is ill or in the hospital and would like Pastor Mike to make a Sunshine Visit to them, 
please let him or the office know. We don’t always know when someone is in need of him visiting. 

 
Your Giving Makes a Difference 

Last week(1-24-2016): $4709, Needed weekly: $3,928 
Year-to-date: $11,048, Needed year-to-date: $15,712 

 
HOSTS – Changes have been made by the Worship Team. We will no longer have Greeters and 
Ushers but instead have Hosts. Therefore the hosts, will do the previous greeter and usher duties. 
Refer to the sheets at the back of the sanctuary for the duties needing done such as a count of all 
attendees, offering put into drop box, etc. If you have questions please ask Pastor Mike. 
 
FEBRUARY HOSTS: 8:45 a.m. – Janet Hennigar and Cindy Riley 
    11:00 a.m. – Abby and Dean Kirstein 
 
LITURGIST - February – Cindy or Doug Riley 

http://www.clarionumc.com/
mailto:secm@wmtel.net


 

 

COMMUNION STEWARDS: February 7 - 8:45 a.m. – Donna Miller and Deb Keller 

                11:00 a.m. – Kayla Vulgamott and Kendra Chavez 
 

United Methodist Women have NEW cards for sale in the Fireside Room. The cards are 
marked on the end of the box. You may leave your money with the secretary or put it in a pew 
envelope on Sunday morning, mark it as such and put envelope in the offering plate. Thank you. 
 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, 
February 2 from 1-6 p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set up an 
appointment or come when you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
 
 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 
 The Backpack program is an ongoing program and the following items are needed to help 
supplement the nutritional needs in the home of these families. 
  Items that go in the duffel bags weekly include: 
 Microwave popcorn - 1 box of 3 
 Cereal - 12 oz. box or variety pack 
 Granola bars - 1 box 
 Munchies Snack Pack ex: peanut butter crackers 
 Mac and cheese - 1- 6.5 oz box 
 Fruit snack packs - ex. Peaches, pears, etc. 
 Instant mashed potatoes - 1 box 
 Dried pinto beans - 1 bag 
 Pudding snack pack 
 White rice - 1-16 oz. Bag 
 Canned chicken - 5 oz. can 
 Please take items to the United Congregational Church - west door.  
   Thank you for any help you can offer. 

 

February 2016 
Possible New Audio, Visual, and Recording Project By Ken Bernhardt (Trustees), Dennis Bowman 
(Finance), Kelly Kirstein (Worship), and Pastor Mike Gudka 
 
As our current audio visual system is over 15 years old, it faces several issues: 

 The frequencies used by the microphones are now illegal to use.  This could result in huge fines, and 
we regularly pick other outside signals during worship services. 

 Most of the microphones in are in very poor shape and will have to be replaced very soon.  Some are 
held together with paper clips. 

 There are dead spots in in the sanctuary where the sound is very poor. 

 Sometimes the sound is too loud and sometimes it is too soft. 

 Our ability to produce quality DVDs for our shut-ins and those at the Meadows is very poor. 



 

 

 The current projector blocks the screen in the back rows of the sanctuary and in the balcony. 

 We receive complaints almost every Sunday about the sound system or projection system. 

 Most of the components in the sound system could go out at any time, and have in the past, resulting in 
expensive emergency replacements. 

 
As a result of these needs, a team, made up of two representatives each from the Trustees, Finance, Worship 
teams, Andy Young, and Pastor Mike, was put together a couple of months ago to look at our options.  The 
first option was to wait and replace items as they stop working, but this was actually the most expensive option.  
The team then gathered bids from two different companies and based upon the overall lower cost and better 
options, they selected Maximum Sight and Sound out of Waterloo, a long-established company that has 
worked with many, many churches, including several United Methodist Churches in our area. 
 
The proposal has six different parts. 
 
REPLACE THE CURRENT SOUND SYSTEM.  This includes microphones, amplifiers, a sound board, power 
supply units, in-ears, etc.  Interestingly enough, the bid for this portion of the project is approximately the same 
amount that the church paid 15 years ago; approximately $50,000.  But just like a $1,000 computer that was 
bought 15 years ago does not even compare to what a $1,000 computer can do today, this new system will 
have vastly improved quality and many more features. 
 
REPLACE THE CURRENT PROJECTION SYSTEM.  Although the projector and screen were state-of-the-art 
when they were purchased, they block the beautiful altar area and because of the projector’s metal arms, the 
screen cannot be seen in all seats in the sanctuary.  In addition, new light bulbs for the old projector cost over 
$400 each. This part of the project will include the use of two 90 inch televisions placed on either side of the 
altar area somewhat above the pulpit and lectern, and one 90-inch television placed on the back balcony 
railing for vocalists, the pastor, kids’ programs, and others to use.  The current projection and screen support 
arms were developed and built by members. If we had purchased these from an external company, this portion 
of the project is also about the same amount of money that would have been spent many years ago; about 
$37,000.  The new system will greatly improve the beauty of our sanctuary, increase the visibility of the 
projection, and significantly enhance our worship experience. 
 
REPLACE THE CURRENT VIDEO RECORDING SYSTEM.  As a ministry to our shut-ins and those at the 
Meadows, we record a service each week.  The third part of the project includes the purchase of a new, High 
Definition camera and a new PC capable of recording services and publishing them on our website.  Instead 
of having to pan the camera to see what is on the screen (only to be blocked by the projector), we will simply 
toggle a button to smoothly transition between the camera and the projector images.  If you have listened to 
our current DVDs, you know how much this new equipment will improve the audio portion of the video.  As 
mentioned before, this new equipment will allow us to post recordings of our worship services on our web site; 
so if people miss one part of a sermon series, they can view it at a later date.  It also opens up our friendly 
worship services to new people in the area – many people choose a church based solely on their online 
experience.  This portion of the project will run about $7,000. 
 
TRANSFER OLD SOUND SYSTEM TO FELLOWSHIP HALL.  This will provide great opportunities to have 
programs and music events in Fellowship Hall.  During a very large program or funeral, Fellowship Hall will be 
used as an overflow space with live image and sound from the sanctuary being displayed on the current TV.  
However, there will also be the flexibility to hold two different events simultaneously and still have separate 
sound and video, which is impossible now.  This part of the project will cost about $3,500.   
 
RELOCATE SOUND BOOTH FROM BALCONY TO FLOOR.  The fifth part of the project is to relocate the 
sound booth from the balcony down to the main floor. It will be in the back of the sanctuary on the same side 
as the elevator.  This will allow sound engineers to accurately judge the sound volume and decrease time 
spent running up and down the stairs. Most of this construction work will be done by volunteers, so it should 
only cost about $1,500. 
 
ACOUSTICAL TREATMENT PANELS.  Our beautiful sanctuary unfortunately has an echo which makes it 
more difficult to hear speech and music clearly.  The sixth part of the project includes something new: we will 



 

 

add sound panels along the top of the sanctuary walls. These will blend into the overall décor of the sanctuary.  
The goal is to have a crisper and clearer sound that does not require as high of a volume to be heard. This part 
of the project will cost about $11,000. 
If you have been doing the math, the total project will cost about $110,000.  The great news is that we already 
have about $22,000 set aside for this project (or about a 20% down payment), leaving about $88,000 needed 
to be raised in a capital campaign. 
 
One option was staging these different parts over time.  Due to multiple trips, mileage, and travel costs 
associated with the contractors having to come out multiple times, this increased the overall cost by $10,000.  
So the team is recommending that we obtain a $100,000 line of credit from our bank.  The current interest rate 
is about 5%.  Using a line of credit means we can use the funds as needed, and only pay interest once we 
have advanced the money. As the funds come in, we can pay the loan down, dramatically lowering the 
minimum monthly payment and giving us flexibility in the payment process.  The team has set a goal to pay 
this off in three years.  In other words, we need your support of at least $33,000 per year in pledges to 
comfortably move forward. Please remember that this is a capital campaign which means that we don’t want 
folks to simply move their regular tithing into the capital campaign.  We still need to pay regular items such as 
upkeep, utilities, salaries, programs, etc. 
 
So how do we decide if we should do this? 
 
The first question is: How does it help make disciples of Jesus Christ?  We are perceived in the community as 
“the big church,” and this means that when we have community programs, choirs, events, ecumenical VBS, 
weddings, etc., this new capability will make the event much more worshipful.  It expands our ability to reach 
out to un-churched people through the internet.  And of course, it will enrich the worship experience for those 
who come on a regular basis.  From a financial perspective and being good stewards of our funds, doing this 
now and all at once is the most cost effective option. 
 
So that everyone can have input, here is the process we are embarking upon to discern if we should move 
forward with this project. 
 
1. The Trustees, Worship Team, Finance Team, and Church Council have already reviewed the plan and 

approved it.   
2. During each service in February, there will be a speaker during the announcement time sharing why they 

feel this is important.   
3. On February 14 and 21, several committee chairs and others will be available after each worship service to 

answer any questions you have. 
4. On February 28, we will have a Miracle Sunday.  We won’t be accepting cash donations at this time, only 

written commitments.  If we have sufficient financial commitments, then we will proceed with the next step. 
5. A complete plan, including our financial resources, will be submitted to the District Superintendent and 

District Building Committee for approval by March 15.   
6. If they approve, then we will hold a Charge Conference at 1:30 PM on Sunday, March 20 (Palm Sunday).  

In a Charge Conference, members are allowed to vote to approve or not approve the project.  If the 
Charge Conference approves, then we will begin the work of installing and completing the project. 

 
This process is designed to allow everyone to provide input and get questions answered, and only after we 
have all of the approvals and financial support will we proceed. 
 
This project is only one of three major projects that will continue, so you do not have to feel like you are 
selecting one over another.  The second project is continuing to replace our old windows.  If you select 
“Maintenance” on your offering envelop, all of this money is being reserved to continue replacing windows.  
We currently have over $10,000 set aside for this project and we will continue until all 61 of the remaining 
windows have been replaced. The third project is that UMW is currently exploring options to remodel the 
kitchen.  As they decide upon what needs to be done, we will explore how to fund this important project. 
 
All of this will be done while remaining within our established annual budget. 
 



 

 

Our Church as an incredible history of being able to handle large projects.  We recently paid off a $75,000 roof 
repair project.  Many years ago, we paid off a $100,000 roof repair project, which is over $200,000 if 
converted to today’s dollars!  Yet we paid it off quickly.  In the 1960s we added the Education wing, we added 
parking in the back of the church, and when the Church burnt down in the 1940s, we rose to the occasion and 
built the wonderful sanctuary that we have today.  So it is within our history and within the gifts that God has 
given this Church to be able handle large projects like this. 
 
As you ponder this boatload of information, here are our requests:   
1. Please pray about this project.   
2. Please do NOT jump to conclusions until you have had a chance to get your questions answered from the 

leaders of the Church.  Go to the source to get your questions answered and don’t guess. 
3. Please do NOT gossip about this project.  The people who have been working hard on this project, 

praying about it, and looking at it from every possible angle are your neighbors and friends, and regardless 
of how you view this project, they need your support. 

4. Do NOT let this project divide our Church.  We are a Church FAMILY and we need to remain focused on 
loving God and loving each other.  Everyone’s voice will be heard and then we will listen to the will of The 
Body of Christ being led by the Holy Spirit.   

5. Remember, when making a donation, your tithe to the general budget must come first.  This capital 
campaign is about sacrificial above-and-beyond giving in order to expand Christ’s presence here in Clarion. 

6. Let’s go through this discernment process together in love.  If you feel moved by the Holy Spirit to support 
this project, then jump right in!  If you are not sure, then seek answers to your question.  And if you feel 
like you don’t want to support it, then that is okay, too.  Whatever we do, let’s make sure that stand 
together as One Body of Christ. 

 
Regardless of what happens with this project, there are souls that need saving, there are broken people that 
need hope, we all need to continue to grow and become more like Christ, and there are over 2,500 people in 
our city that need to hear the Good News from you!  It is in support of these things that the leadership of our 
Church is in support of this project. 

******************************************************** 

 

 

February Sound Technician Schedule 
February 7 - 8:45 a.m. - Sound – Kathy Watts  
         Computer - Kim Marker   
               Camera - Andy Young 
          11:00 a.m. - Sound - Chance Wahl          
               Computer - Stan Busick 
February 14 - 8:45 a.m. - Sound – Kim Marker 
      Computer - Makena Marker 
               Camera - Andy Young 
          11:00 a.m. - Sound - Chance Wahl          
               Computer - Stan Busick 
February 21 - 8:45 a.m. - Sound - Kathy Watts 
        Computer - Kim Marker        
   Camera - Andy Young 
           11:00 a.m. - Sound - Chance Wahl           
        Computer - Stan Busick 
February 28 - 8:45 a.m. - Sound – Kathy Watts 
    Computer - Kim Marker 
   Camera - Andy Young 
      11:00 a.m. - Sound - Chance Wahl 
   Computer - Stan Busick 

 



 

 

FAT TUESDAY CELEBRATION  
THE CLARION MINISTERIAL ASSOCIATION IS SPONSORING the celebration at First Lutheran 
Church of Clarion on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 5:30-6:30 p.m. Eat pancakes & sausages made by 
the Ministers of the Clarion churches. Learn about this Ancient tradition in preparation for Lent. Fat 
Tuesday is the day before Ash Wednesday. It is also known as Mardi Gras Day or Shrove Day. It is a 
day when people eat all they want of everything and anything they want as the following day is Ash 
Wednesday, the beginning of a long fast period for Christians. 

 

 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 7:00 p.m. Services 
 
 

February Calendar  

1 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
2 – 1:00 – 6:00 p.m. Blood drive at UPC 
3 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes (Church Library) 
    3:30 – 5:00 p.m. CHICKS 
    6:00 p.m. Youth Group Team meeting 
    6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
    7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
    7:00 p.m. Education Team meeting 
4 – 5:30 p.m. Webelos 
7 – 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
  10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
  11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 
8 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
    6:00 p.m. Bears, Wolves and Tigers Den meeting  
9 – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
    5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Fat Tuesday Celebration at Clarion First Lutheran Church 
10 – ASH WEDNESDAY 
    8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes (Church Library) 
    6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
    6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
    7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
    8:00 p.m. Worship Team meeting 
11 – 7:00 p.m. SPPRC team meeting 
12 – 5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
13 – 7:30 a.m. UMM 
14 - 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
   10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 



 

 

15 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
17 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes (Church Library) 
    No Grace Stockwell 
    No Isabella Thoburn 
    3:30 – 5:00 p.m. CHICKS 
    5:30 – 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
    6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
    6:30 p.m. Trustees team meeting 
    7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
18 – 5:30 p.m. Webelos 
21 - 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
   10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 
22 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
     6:00 p.m. Tigers, Bears and Wolves Den meeting 
     7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
24 – 8:30 a.m. Bibles and Bikes (Church Library) 
     2:00 p.m. Outreach (The Meadows dining room) 
     6:00 p.m. Finance Team meeting 
     6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
     6:30 – 8:00 p.m. Youth Group  
     7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
25 – 6:30 p.m. Blue/Gold Banquet 
27 – 7:30 a.m. UMM 
     Lead by Faith event with break-out sessions, meal and a concert at 7:00 p.m 
28 - 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
   10:00 a.m. Sunday School 
   11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 
29 – 3:30 – 6:00 p.m. Hiz Kidz 
 
 
Do You Have Church Keys? 
With the coming installation of the new alarm system, we need to know who currently has exterior 
keys.  If you have exterior keys, please fill out the form, tear off the form, and return it in the offering 
plate or to the Church Office by February 7, 2016. 
------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Yes, I have Church Keys: 
 
Name:_______________________________________ 
 
Phone Number:_______________________________ 
Email Address:________________________________ 
 
Reason for Needing Keys:_______________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
*********************************************************************************** 

 

 



 

 

   UMW Notes / February 2016 
 February 2016 Notes 
       We have had a good taste of winter with cold weather and snow. We are getting close to spring so hang 
in there. It won’t be much longer! If you want to warm-up on Wednesday mornings, please join us for the Bibles 
and Bikes devotional time. We meet on Wednesday mornings at 8:30 in the church library in the educational 
wing. We have very good discussions and fellowship and would love to have you join us.  
Book club meets with Nancy Nail at the Public Library on the 1st Tuesday of the month. Check with her for the 
next book.  

We are starting to think of ideas for our annual Guest Day in May. Anyone who has a program or knows 
of someone who has an interesting presentation please let me know so we can get something organized.  

Our Bible verse for February is James 1:2-4. “My brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of any 
kind, consider it nothing but joy, because you know that the testing of your faith produces endurance, and let 
endurance have its full effect, so that you may be mature and complete, lacking in nothing.” 

Lydia will meet February 22 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireside Room. Grace Stockwell and Isabella Thoburn 
are off for the winter.  

The quarterly church committees seem to be going very well. Please let me know if you are willing to 
help be a co-chair in March. Judy could use some help that month.  

Always keep our purpose in mind; it is what we are all about. United Methodist Women in Mission. 
Whether you are in a Circle, a Bible Study, and the Reading group or are involved in the Church program in 
some other way, remember to Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God!  

Happy Valentine’s Day Carolyn Bowman 
************************************************************* 

February Birthdays and Anniversaries 

1 – Beth Clutter 
2 – Deb Keller, Jody and Darren Johnson 
3 – Bo Disney 
6 – Brett Hansen 
8 – Tim Hennigar, Emalyn Nel 
9 – Gabrielle Hackley 
10 – Casey Howell, Linda Rier 
12 – Linda and Terry Jackson 
13 – Jeremy Penning 
16 – Kaylyn Mechem 
17 – Johnathan Farwell, Kimberly Rauch 
18 – Pam Brockman, Zack Leist, Rodney Rauch 
19 – Kim Disney, Mary Mechem, Joyce Nail 
20 – Amber Bilyeu, Micki and Chad Disney 
21 – Ryan Morford 
22 – Marie Beenken, Larry Golden, Marlee Thompson 
24 – John Mechem 
25 – Bob Herbst, Mark Hill, Brenda and Fred Steenhard 
26 – Melinda Bilyeu, Connor Johnson, Kaylene Johnson, Meleah Johnson 
27 – Judy Kirstein 
28 – Alaina Friesleben, Chantelle Kinnetz 

  Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
  Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong,  
  please contact the church secretary.  



 

 

Great Stuff for a Free-Will Offering! 
The church has the following items available for a free-will offering.  So if you can put any of these items to 
good use, then please help us "get these outa' here"!  

Six adult chairs w/ wooden bottoms                    
Quilt frame 
Two mini benches, boxes, or shelves     
Large wooden room divider   
Three old piano benches        
Netqear Internet Wireless Router 
Two AT&T office phones with answering machine    
Two corded PC keyboards 
Epson HP InkJet (Color) Printer, Copier, Scanner with additional unopened new ink cartridges 
HP LaserJet Printer (Black) with additional new unopened high volume ink cartridge 
Panasonic FAX machine and copier (Black)     
Corded PC mouse 
Older Dell PC with corded keyboard and mouse    
Older metal typewriter Stand 
Many, many, many light bulbs, florescent light bulbs, and florescent light fixtures (these are in the choir 

room) 
All of the above items are located downstairs in the Northwest corner of the Youth Group Room (except for the 
light bulbs and fixtures, as these are in the choir room).   Please, please, please help us find new homes for all 
these items. 
*********************************************************************************** 

Condolences to the family of Myron Hill as he passed over the weekend of January 23rd. 
*********************************************************************************** 
Apply for a Camp Job! Summer Staff wanted! 
Looking for a summer job that gives you plenty of time outdoors, great fun with new friends and an opportunity 
to impact the lives of children and youth? Summer staff serves in the following areas: Cabin Leadership, 
Multimedia, Maintenance Support, Activity Leading, Kitchen, Worship Leading (Guitar/Piano). Fill out an 
application today! www.okobojicamp.com  1-866-856-9862 
*********************************************************************************** 
United Methodist Camps – Information is now available for 2016 Summer Church camps, please contact Jodi 
at 532-2845 or visit online at http://www.iaumc.org/files/websites/www/IA-Catalog-2016-website.pdf 
************************************************************************************* 
United Methodist Scholarships are now available for youth, graduating seniors, current or future seminary 
students, etc. Please see the flyers on the bulletin board in the entryway of the church sanctuary. If you have 
questions on how to get applications, etc. please contact Jodi in the church office at 532-2845. 

************************************************************ 
Want to join? Need a Baptism? 
Well why not decide to be baptized, have your child baptized, and/or join the Church on Easter Sunday, March 
27? Traditionally, this is when everyone was baptized and joined the Church and what a great time it would be 
if you wanted to be a part of this long-held tradition! But if this date does not work for you, then we can select 
another one. If you want to indicate your desire to be baptized or join on the attendance pads, please make 
sure and fill in your contact information, or talk directly to Pastor Mike. Let’s make this an extra special Easter 
Sunday! 
************************************************************* 
Winter weather Church closings: If we have winter weather on a weekday that requires us to close the 

Church and cancel all activities, please always remember, “If the school district is closed then we are closed.” 
So if the school district closed for weather issues, then ALL activities and committee meetings at the Church 
will be canceled. As for the possibility of canceling worship service on Sunday a.m., closings will be announced 
in two places. The first is on KJYL Christian Radio’s website at www.KJYL.org. The second is that you can 
listen to KQWC - Webster City (please note that they only accept cancellation phone calls on Sunday mornings 
after 9:00 a.m. So the announcement will be a little later in the morning.  

******************************************************************** 

http://www.okobojicamp.com/
http://www.iaumc.org/files/websites/www/IA-Catalog-2016-website.pdf

