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LITURGIST - October - Carol Townsend 

 
GREETERS: 
 October 4 - 8:45 a.m. - Carolyn & Dennis Bowman 
                  11:00 a.m. - Ania & Joel Renteria 
             11 - 8:45 a.m. - Janice & Jim Morford 
                  11:00 a.m. - 
             18 - 8:45 a.m. - Mary & Norm Carlson 
                   11:00 a.m. - Jody & Darren Johnson 
             25 - 8:45 a.m. - Mary & Norm Carlson 
                   11:00 a.m. - Melissa & Terry Hackley family 

 

  
October - 8:45 a.m. - Shelly & Tim Fletcher 
              11:00 a.m. - Kim & Paul Gniadecki 
 
 
COMMUNION STEWARDS: October - 8:45 a.m. - Maureen Elston & Shelly Fletcher 
                                                            11:00 a.m. -  
 
 

United Methodist Women have NEW cards for sale in the Fireside Room. The cards are 
marked on the end of the box. You may leave your money with the secretary or put it in a pew 
envelope on Sunday morning, mark it as such and put envelope in the offering plate. Thank you. 
 

 

 
Life Serve of Iowa (blood drive) will be at the Clarion United Presbyterian Church on Tuesday, 

October 6 from 1-6 p.m. for a blood drive. If you can donate, please call 1-800-287-4903 to set 

up an appointment or come when you can as a walk in. Blood is always needed. 
 
 

THE BACKPACK PROGRAM 
           The Backpack program is an ongoing program and the following items are needed to help 
supplement the nutritional needs in the home of these families. 
           Please take items to the United Congregational Church - west door.  
           Dry soup mix, microwave popcorn, granola bars or fruit/grain bars, cans of tuna, tuna helper, 
instant mashed potatoes, variety pack of cold cereal, individual pack of snack crackers, boxes of 
macaroni and cheese, pudding cups, fruit cups, peanut butter, jelly and ramen noodles. 
           There is also a need for personal care items: bar soap, shower wash, shampoo, toothpaste, 
toothbrush, deodorant. 
           Thank you for any help you can offer.  



 

 

    Greetings in the name of Christ! 
Wow! I am so very excited to be in Clarion. I have had the opportunity to meet many of you and you 
have all been so welcoming, so supportive, and loving that Clarion now feels like home.  Thank you! 
 
As I have been spending time with many people and during the “Coffees with Pastor Mike”, I have 
been hearing about all the wonderful gifts that the Holy Spirit has given us. Things like our fast 
growing youth program, many younger singles and younger families, two great worship services, the 
use of our building by many ecumenical groups, our great Sunday school classes, the fact that we 
are overflowing with music talent, the strong and loyal support from people who have been coming 
here for many decades, and a wonderful leadership team that is committed to growing our church 
and reach more and more people with the saving message of Jesus Christ. Again I say, “Wow!” 
 
I also want to thank all of the people who have kept the church building and parsonage in such great 
shape over the years. And for some really good news, during the first part of October, we will be 
paying off the loan that was taken out for the new roof and getting many of the older windows 
replaced! 
 
One area that I have heard over and over that is in need of updating is the sound and projection 
system in the sanctuary. Let me give you an analogy of this need. I grew up on the plains of Colorado 
and worked each year for a large wheat farmer. In 1976, I had the incredible opportunity to drive a 
brand-new Gleaner combine. It had a brand new gadget on it that had a little piece of tin that worked 
like a little flapper. When too many grains of wheat were getting out through the straw walkers, they 
would hit this little tin flapper, it would relay this information to a little display in the cab, and I would 
know that I was going too fast and needed to slow down in order to get the most wheat to stay in the 
bin.  I was so proud to drive this revolutionary new combine and watched that little indicator like a 
hawk. And in addition, it had a huge 15 foot header (or at least it was huge for the time).  So I was 
gobbling up wheat faster than any other combine in the field! 
 

When you look at how fast technology has advanced, even though our sound system is only about 
15 years old, it is equivalent to that 1976 Gleaner. Despite it being revolutionary for its time, how 
many of our farmers would want to combine today with a 1976 Gleaner? And the same is true for our 
sound and projection system.   
 
I see the impact of our outdated sound system in both services with dead places in our sanctuary 
where people cannot hear, snapping and crackling in our microphones, and did you know that the 
microphone that I use on Sunday morning is held in place on my robe or shirt with a black metal 
paperclip? This was a wonderful system for its time, but with the possibility of updating this 
technology, we have an incredible opportunity to help people hear the Word of God more clearly. 
And imagine how much more effectively our music talent could be used to enrich the worship 
experience. Today, because our sound system is outdated, if people cannot hear we can only turn up 
the volume. This issue is not making it louder, instead it is about making the sound clearer.  In 
addition, there is equipment today that when I get louder or softer, it will automatically adjust the 
volume to keep it clear and audible. Another issue that we have is the location of the sound booth. 
When sitting in the sound booth, the sound can be very loud and the sound technicians think they 
need to turn it down.  But if you are sitting on the floor in the main part of the sanctuary, you cannot 
hear. So they are never sure if the system is loud enough. As for the projection issues, if you sit in 
the balcony and back rows of the main part of the sanctuary, the screen is difficult to see. And these 
are only a few of the challenges we are facing.  I want you to know that I have heard and listened to 



 

 

so many of you that have told me over and over again about this issues we have with our sound and 
projection systems and we want to see what we can do about it. 
 

Now please know how thankful I am to all of those who worked to give us the sound and projection 
system we have today. These were absolutely wonderful gifts from the heart and they were first-rate 
technology for their time. But just like that old Gleaner, we have access to new technology that would 
continue to build upon the past work that was done. 
 
As a result of me hearing from so many people about these challenges; the Trustees, Finance, and 
Worship Committees are embarking on a process to get to two bids for a completely new sound 
system, microphones, and projection system. And we should have both of these bids in within the 
next 30 days or so. At that point in time, these committees will look at what we need, work with 
Church Council for input and support, and then finally we will take all of this information to the 
congregation for input and support. So don’t get too nervous, as everyone will have a chance to give 
input. 
 
If all of these groups, including the congregation, support the recommendations, then we will look at 
putting together a capital campaign. 
 
So the first thing that I need you to do is pray. And ask God if investing in a new sound and projection 
system will help people who currently come to our church hear the Word and be drawn closer to God. 
And also ask God if this will attract new people to both services. And then be open to hearing more 
about this in the future. If approved, this investment will not be inexpensive. Just like that 1976 
Gleaner, today’s John Deere combines cost a lot more. But rest assured that the Trustees, Finance, 
and Worship Committees and the Church Council will look forward to your input. Please know that 
nothing has been approved by any committees or the Church Council, and no contracts have been 
signed. We just want you to be aware that we are looking into how we might resolve the issues that 
you have brought to my attention. 
                                                                 God bless, 
                                                                 Pastor Mike 

 
 

QUARTERLY COMMITTEES 
         Some changes have been made to how the monthly committees work. The changes are that 
there will be at least 4-6 Chairpersons for a 3 month time frame.  
 
           This then changes the amount of helpers there are in that 3 month period. Putting the 
committees together for the 3 months allows for more people to help with serving and/or providing 
bars, etc. 
 
           Salads will no longer be solicited but will be ordered at the same time the sandwiches or hot 
dish is ordered. The family will be aware of this at the funeral home visitation. If they are requesting 
bars and cookies with a drink, the church committees will provide. 
 
           Each Sunday the committee will be responsible for putting fresh flowers such as a bouquet or 
plant on the altar. Bingo will also still be played at the Care Center at 2:30 p.m. on the last Friday of 
each month. In addition, the kitchen needs to be cleaned at the end of the month.  
 

It has been suggested that the co-chairpersons get together before the new quarter starts so 
that various items can be discussed such as the flowers on the altar, BINGO, etc. 
 
           These changes have been thought about with the UMW Executive Committee for some time 
and on July 1st, 2015 they were brought up at the Administrative Board meeting and approved. 



 

 

Quarterly Committee for October, November & December 
Chairpersons: 
           Janet & Dennis Hennigar                 Tana & Jerry Boyington                        Nancy Nail 
           Carol Townsend                               Carol Watts                                           Sue Mechem 
 
Committee members: 
           Dixie & Alan Beenken                                         Pam Bradshaw 
           Marlene & Buster Brown                                     Bev Claude 
           Helen & Larry Golden                                          Bob Herbst 
           Cheryl Hilgendorf                                                Rose & Adolph Meinders 
           Steve Simonin                                                     Mary & Norm Carlson 
           Rose Ann Baumer & Mike Bowman                   Marilyn & George Disney 
           Melissa & Terry Hackley                                      Denise & Richard Hocraffer 
           Dawn & Jim Rasmussen                                     Brenda Rauch 
           Amy & Scott Wiezorak                                        Emily & Mark Bernhardt 
           Mari & Ken Bernhardt                                          Bryce Davis 
           Janet & Mark Disney                                           Maureen & Vern Elston 
           Lisa & Alan Hagie                                                Linda & Daryl Marker 
           Teryl Marker                                                        Janice & Jim Morford 
           Pat & Burton Tracy 
 

October Calendar 
           2 - 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. Girl Scouts 
           4 - Communion Sunday 
                 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
               10:00 a.m. Sunday School         
               11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service        
                 6:30 p.m. CHICKS Bible Study 
           5 - 9:00 a.m. Prayer Group (Fireside Room) 
           6 - 5:30 p.m. Clarion Chamber and Development (Fellowship Hall) 
                7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Bible Study with Pastor Mike 
           7 - 8:00 a.m. Bibles and Bikes Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
                1:30 p.m. CHICKS (early out) 
                6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
                6:00 p.m. Youth Committee meeting 
                7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
                7:00 p.m. Education Committee meeting 
           8 - 7:00 p.m. SPRC meeting 
          10- 7:30 a.m. UMM| 
           11- 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
               10:00 a.m. Sunday School         
               11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service        
                 6:30 p.m. CHICKS Bible Study 
           13- 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Bible Study with Pastor Mike 
           14- 8:00 a.m. Bibles & Bikes Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
                 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
                 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
                 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
                 8:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting 
           18- 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
               10:00 a.m. Sunday School         
               11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service        



 

 

                 6:30 p.m. CHICKS Bible Study 
           19- 7:00 p.m. Lydia Circle 
           20- 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Bible Study with Pastor Mike 
           21- 8:00 a.m. Bibles & Bikes Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
                 1:30 p.m. CHICKS (early out) 
                 2:00 p.m. Grace Stockwell 
                 2:00 p.m. Isabella Thoburn at The Meadows 
                 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
                 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee meeting 
                 7:00 p.m. Church Council meeting 
           24- 7:30 a.m. UMM 
           25- 8:45 a.m. Traditional Service 
               10:00 a.m. Sunday School         
               11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service        
                 6:30 p.m. CHICKS Bible Study 
           27- 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. Bible Study with Pastor Mike 
           28- 8:00 a.m. Bibles and Bikes Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
                 6:00 p.m. Praise Team practice 
                 6:00 p.m. Finance Committee meeting 
                 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. Youth Group 
                 7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir practice 
           30- 2:30 p.m. BINGO for monthly committee 
 

            

   UMW Notes / October 
Today is the first day of autumn. What a beautiful time of year. Harvest has begun and the fall and winter 
schedules have started. God has blessed us again with great weather and abundant rainfall. Harvest should 
be another bumper crop. Thanks to all who work so hard to feed a nation.  
 
The North Central District Annual Meeting will take place at Faith UMC in Humboldt on Saturday, September 
26. The theme is “Joy and Justice for All”. We will have a delegation attending and will report back to you at 
your circle meetings about the things learned.  
 
Nancy has the first book picked out for the reading program. We will meet at the Clarion Library on October 21 
at 2:30 p.m. to discuss this month’s selection. There is plenty of time for you to check out and read a book. 
Please consider joining in the discussion. It is always interesting and worth the time.  
 
The Bikes and Bibles group has been riding but is going to change it up a little bit due to the season now 
being fall. We meet on Wednesday mornings at 8:00 a.m. in the Church Fellowship Hall and are going to start 
a Bible Study for 6 weeks. The Bible Study is called “God provides” and will be a video with discussion on 
several people in the Bible. Please plan to attend. 
 
Registration for the fall Mission u is now open. If you are interested in attending the workshop in Marshalltown 
on October 16-18, let me know and I will get a registration form to you. The studies include:  
            Spiritual Growth – Created for Happiness: Understanding Your Life in God 
            Geographic Study – Latin America “People and Faith” 
            Issue Study – The Church and People with Disabilities 
 
We have begun the task of cleaning out the Tower storage areas. There are some old WSCS records and 
memorabilia stored there. If anyone is interested in helping go through those things to determine what can be 



 

 

tossed and what should be kept, please let me know. We don’t want to get rid of anything that might be 
historically significant.  
 
Have a great month and in all things remember to Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak 
kindly. Leave the rest to God! 
                                   Carolyn Bowman 

 

 

October Birthdays and Anniversaries 
             1 - Nancy Duitscher, Kim & Bob Ott 
             2 - Marlin Klehm, Lynette Smith 
             4 - Paul Ahlstrom 
             5 - Sydney Friesleben 
             6 - Dorla Hill 
             7 - Carroll Hallagan 
             9 - Jennifer Mathis, Dorla & Myron Hill 
           11 - Pam Bradshaw, Carolyn Etter 
           13 - Zach Martin 
           14 - Buster Brown 
           15 - Virginia & Don Sadler 
           16 - Makena Marker, Jorge Martinez, Karianne & Jake Johnson 
           19 - Marilyn Disney, Jan Murphy, Ann Schipull 
           20 - Sally & George Boyington, Rose & Adolph Meinders 
           21 - Chuck Etter, Rhonda Ray, Brenda Steenhard, Ian Wahl, Helen & Ed Southard,  
                      Janice & Jim Morford 
           22 - Rob Miller, Bud Young 
           24 - Susan Baker, Dennis Bowman, Amy Simonin-Denman 
           25 - Caleb Krueger 
           26 - Jamie Wahl, 
           28 - Sara Morford, Ashley Rauch, Steve Simonin, Carol Watts, Mary & Norm Carlson 
           29 - Linda & Daryl Marker 
           30 - Tim Fletcher 
 

                    Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to all! 
                     Note: If your birthday or anniversary is not listed, or we have the date wrong,  

                     please contact the church secretary. 

 

 
Bibles and Bikes will now be doing a 6 week Bible Study on “God provides”. We 

will meet at 8:00 a.m. in the Church Fellowship Hall, starting Wednesday, 

September 30th. The Bibles Study is a video, discussion, etc. on people in the 

Bible and you are welcome to join in at any time. Please plan to attend. 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

October Sound Technician Schedule 
October 4 -  
           8:45 a.m. - Sound - Judy Kirstein      Computer - Judy Kirstein     Camera - Maddox Konopasek 
        11:00 a.m. -  Sound - Kim Marker                      Computer - Makena Marker 
October 11 -  
           8:45 a.m. - Sound - Judy Kirstein      Computer - Judy Kirstein    Camera - Maddox Konopasek 
        11:00 a.m. -  Sound - Derek Conlon                   Computer - Makena Marker 
October 18 -  
           8:45 a.m. - Sound - Kathy Watts        Computer - Kathy Watts     Camera - Maddox Konopasek 
        11:00 a.m. -  Sound - Zach & Alec Martin           Computer - Makena Marker 
October 25 -  
           8:45 a.m. - Sound - Kathy Watts        Computer - Kathy Watts     Camera - Maddox Konopasek 
         11:00 a.m. - Sound - Zach Martin                       Computer - Makena Marker 

 
 

Book Club - This year's book club is now ready to begin. Our first book is entitled "Just Mercy". Taken 
from the UMW 2016 reading list, it falls under the category of Social Action. It is the true story of 

Bryan Stevenson, a young lawyer who founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to 

defending those in desperate need.  

           We will meet for discussion on the third Wednesday of the month at 2:30 p.m. Anyone is 

welcome, just stop at the public library for a book anytime during their open hours. 
 

Storage Clean Out Help Needed 
We have a couple of dedicated volunteers that have been going through our storage closets and the bell tower 
rooms. They have organized a bunch of stuff and need some people with strong backs to help get it 
out to the dumpster or in the recycle area. Can you help? Please sign up on the clipboard in the back of the 
sanctuary. We know that many are in the middle of harvest right now, but if you are available after harvest, 
please put your name down. We will work around your schedule! 

 

Spirit of Giving: 
Each year, the Spirit of Giving Program helps to create a Christmas for children 

whose families do not have the resources to do so on their own. We do this by 

assisting with a holiday family meal and by providing gifts for the children in 

the home. Last year, through the support of the community, we assisted 

approximately 170 children in the Clarion and Goldfield areas. 

 

Trees will be up in the community by November 15th. These trees will contain 

information regarding a child for whom a gift may be purchased. Gifts will be 

available, then, to the family on December 5. 

 

Many thanks! Spirit of Giving Committee, 

 Jackie Loux, Angie Chapman, Jo Ann Kramer, Eric & Cindy Rector, and  Deb Sebby 

 

Clarion First United Methodist Church 

Charge Conference 2015 
This year’s Charge Conference will be after Worship Service on Sunday, November 8.  

Put on your calendar and please plan to attend. 


