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MISSION
The Justice and Accountability Center of Louisiana 

tackles deficiencies in the post-conviction phase of the 
criminal justice system while creating a supportive 

collaborative space for attorneys and advocates.

Justice & Accountability Center of Louisiana
New Orleans, Louisiana – Serving the State

www.JACLouisiana.org

JAC’S VISION
The Justice and Accountability Center of Louisiana 
(JAC), founded in 2011, addresses pervasive 
problems in the post-conviction phase of the 
criminal justice system and creates a supportive, 
collaborative space for attorneys and advocates. 
The lack of access to appropriate services in the 
post-conviction phase of the criminal justice system 
and the lack of support for a positive reentry for 
people previously incarcerated is contrary to 
notions of fairness and justice. JAC envisions a just 
society where individuals have affordable access to 
necessary services. To these ends, JAC has three 
goals for supporting a just community. 

JUSTICE: Our first and immediate goal is to promote 
access to justice through legal services and commu-
nity education for impacted commmunities.  
Throughout the year, JAC offers community educa-
tion workshops, classes, and events for the general 
public, attorneys, stakeholders, policy makers, and 
the media on various criminal justice issues, includ-
ing expungement, reentry, indigent defense 
funding and more. These services increase the 
likelihood of successful reentry and decrease 
recidivism rates.

ACCOUNTABILITY: Our second intermediate goal is to 
promote systemic change. JAC collects data to use 
for systemic reform through litigation, legislation, 
and policy advocacy. By tracking trends and 
highlighting deficiencies, we can provide the first 
step toward lasting change.

THE CENTER: Our third and long-term goal is to 
deconstruct the current model of legal practice by 
creating a space for attorneys to come together. 
Providing individual attorneys with the opportunity 
to share space and physical resources will allow 
them to do difficult legal work that is in great 
demand. Through a collaborative approach, 
attorneys share intellectual resources, and develop 
best practices for meaningful representation.



JAC BY THE NUMBERS
Since 2011, JAC’s Expungement Program has:
 Supervised or represented individuals in over 2,000 matters.

Trained over 200 attorneys on expungements.
Contributed to the repeal and enactment of Louisiana’s   

 current expungement law over a two-year period alongside  
 adversaries and allies alike.

Created Louisiana’s first and only mobile expungement   
 application.

THE EXPUNGEMENT PROGRAM
The State of Louisiana arrests and incarcerates more people per 
capita than any other place in the world. A mere arrest creates a 
criminal record, regardless of whether any criminal charges were 
filed. These records are publicly available and widely used to deny 
employment, housing, education and training opportunities 
among others. Massive segments of our population face tremen-
dous social and legal barriers to successful re-entry as a result of 
these discriminatory policies. JAC responds to these collateral 
consequences from contact with the criminal justice system 
through the Expungement Program.

“Expungement” means removal of a record from public access but 
does not mean destruction of the record. An expunged record is 
sealed from public access, but remains available for use by law 
enforcement agencies, criminal justice agencies, and other state 
agencies. Often, this is the fastest and most accessible vehicle that 
will allow an individual to move beyond contact with the criminal 
justice system.

The JAC Expungement Program uses legal services, education, and 
advocacy to provide access to justice and to address deficiencies in 
the system. JAC’s workshops provide education to individuals on 
what to expect in filing an expungement and how to exercise their 
rights against improper criminal history reporting by credit 
reporting agencies. JAC cannot physically get to every city in the 
state for a workshop, so JAC created a mobile application that is 
available for free on iTunes and GooglePlay. Version 1.0 of the app 
was created in 2014 and version 2.0 in November 2016, which 
includes a form generator. JAC has also provided free How-To 
Guides on expungements for every region in the State.  When an 
attorney is necessary for an expungement, JAC has provided one 
to indigent clients at no cost. While JAC teaches community 
members, JAC also teaches, coaches, and mentors attorneys 
throughout the state on expungement matters through individual 
on-demand consulting or through accredited Mandatory 
Continuing Legal Education classes. JAC also provides legisla-
tors with education on all issues related to criminal records and 
the criminal justice system.

JAC ADVOCACY
JAC also advocates for systemic changes in the 
criminal justice system. Advocacy for JAC includes 
direct work with stakeholders and policymakers in 
criminal justice, such as legislators. It also includes a 
regular radio program, the All Rise Radio Hour, in 
which we speak to leaders and impacted community 
members about all things criminal justice.

JAC collaborates alongside many partners to provide 
legal services, education and advocacy. Our partners 
have included the Orleans Public Defenders’ Office, 
Calcasieu Parish District Attorney’s Office, STRIVE, 
VOTE-NOLA, the Louisiana State Bar Association, the 
Legal Innovators for Tomorrow (LIFT), and more. To 
learn more about JAC, to get involved, or to donate, 
contact us by phone at (504) 322-4050, by email at 
info@JACLouisiana.org, or visit us on the web at 
www.JACLouisiana.org. 

JAC began hosting an hour long live radio talk show on a 
low-powered community radio station. After the first year, 
JAC rebranded the show to include a segmented format. 
The All Rise Legal Hour joins discussions with local 
attorneys, advocates, and impacted community members 
on the intersectionality of the criminal justice system with 
our communities.

Every year, you can rely on JAC’s 
Expungement Program to:
 Conduct 12 workshops in partnership with the Orleans Parish Public  

 Defenders’ Office.
 Ensure the Clean Jacket Mobile Application will be free to all Louisiana  

 residents who want to represent themselves for an expungement.
 Distribute free How-To Guides on expungement throughout Louisiana.
 Provide free legal representation for expungements that require additional  

 legal guidance.
 Teach, coach, and mentor private and nonprofit attorneys navigating  

 expungement practice.
 Offer quarterly Mandatory Continuing Legal Education classes to attorneys.
 Advocate on expungement issues to increase access to justice.

JAC’s app (right) walks individuals 
through a process that helps 

people decide whether to pursue 
an expungement. In November 

2016, the app will include a form 
generator and a web component 

that will complete the forms 
necessary to file an expungement. 

JAC’s mobile app has been used 
across the country by individuals 

who have had contact with 
Louisiana's criminal justice system. 

Our criminal justice system is 
confined to our state’s borders, but 
the impact of our justice system is 

nationwide (below).


