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 So, are they killing testing (again)? 

While DevOps is emerging as new favorite of the fellas in Software Development, it seems that some of my tester friends have 

already lost hope for their future. Yes, Iõm talking about those testers who donõt know coding or donõt like to code.  

Whether or not DevOps really means the end of ôtesting eraõ is another topic of discussion, I have experienced it to some 

extent that some programmers (or Dev managers for that matter) with typical anti-testing mindset have already started 

celebrating it like òWe donõt need, no testersó thingy.   

Being practitioner of craft of software testing, Iõm personally not much worried about such threats to existence of testing 

(which keep on coming every few years with new and newer names) for I have realized that itõs a pipe dream of those people 

who think it is possible to develop software without meaningful testing. Well, itõs not entirely their fault. As long as people 

keep on confusing checking with testing, they are likely to keep on dreaming about it. Funny thing is, organizations try new and 

newer things, celebrate the adoptions to new things in market but nobody really talks about failures when those attempts fail.            

Well, Iõm not much bothered about that either. So, why this topic? Iõm writing this for those skilled testers who seem to be 

afraid of their future or are trying to switch to programming just to survive. I admit that programming is a nice to have skill for 

testers, I donõt personally think itõs a good idea to convert good tester into bad programmer or good programmer into bad 

tester. Pradeep Soundararajan had once rightly said that testing is a team sport and you need to have testers with all sort of 

skills in your team. Of course technical skills, automation skills, programming skills have advantages of their own if testers know 

it but current over emphasis on these skills in market is what concerning me. Why? Because this thing called òInternet of 

Thingsó is standing right next to us and in my opinion it warrants some highly skilled thinking testers to be in your team who 

will dedicatedly do the òthinkingó part to catch what lies beyond the code.   

In this issue we are publishing some interesting insights around Internet of Things and I hope that it will help our tester friends 

to figure out what future holds for them. Special thanks to Paul Gerrard, Diwakar Menon and Justin Rohrman for their articles 

on IoT in this issue.  As far as doing automation for checking part of testing is concerned, Jim Holmes has been writing wonderful 

articles on this topic. Donõt forget to check out his series from part 1. For those who are already aware of test automation, 

Georgiosõs article series would be a bonus. And donõt forget again to check what Cullyn Thomson has to say around doing 

manual and automated testing together.       

While the right balance of automated checks and skilled exploratory testing is what I personally think is the golden way, one 

thing looks clear to me that with Internet of Things coming in, the epicenter of SDLC is going to be a human tester with 

excellent testing skills. If you are one of those afraid testers, donõt declare your horses dead yet! But you must not let your 

tools get worn out either.  

On side note, there have been demands for reducing the content in our monthly issues. On other hand, there are readers who 

canõt wait for each issue to come. A temporary solution we have found to meet both the demands is to club the issues (like 

this one) when needed. We are working on some cool idea and hopefully we will be able to find/implement permanent solution 

to this problem in next few months. Until thené 

Sincerely Yours, 

- Lalitkumar Bhamare  

editor@teatimewithtesters.com                                                             

@Lalitbhamare  / @TtimewidTesters  
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