
1 . Introduction

Did you ever ask yourselves if it were possible to see one of your projects concretely carried out?

And what if your project were exposed during an international workshop on architecture where 
hundreds of young professionals, students, media and press headlines could observe it, evaluate 
it, and appreciate it?

This is not an utopia, archiSTART has decided to organize a competition for young designers where 
all of this can become a reality.

During the summer of 2014, a tidal wave, called IAH Summer14 has invaded the town of San 
Cataldo and the entire city of Lecce. 120 young men and women coming from all over the world 
have proposed 18 different projects of sustainable homes and the most meritorious works have 
been selected to experience a real job situation in the Orproject practice in London.

The event has received a large consensus and positive feedback from various participants and critics 
working in this field; press headlines and news reports have undertaken publications, numerous 
articles, and interviews.
The cradle of this international workshop was the Ostello del Sole in San Cataldo: a pine forest, a 
hostel capable of transforming itself into a workplace, a recreational and exhibition space, a creative 
engine only 10m away from the sea.

archiSTART will allocate a budget and draw a few guidelines to set up an installation which can 
frame the next International Architecture Holiday: IAH Summer 15.
This will represent an occasion for all of those young designers ready to compete and to transform 
thousands of ideas into reality by sketching them on paper. This will be an initial approach to 
employment where participants will make an accurate choice of materials, confront themselves with 
the economic aspects of the activity carried out, and physically build and implement their conceived 
project.  
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2 .The competition

2. 1  MAIN THEME

The competition promotes the design of one or 
more installations within the walls of the Ostello 
del Sole.
These should strongly characterize the area and 
will be completely developed by the winning 
groups with the support of the archiSTART team 
who will coordinate the production process.

The choice of the concept, materials, and finishing 
touches will be up to the participants who will 
therefore need to evaluate their realization and 
economic aspects.

The Competition, called Self Construction, has 
the aim of enhancing the space within the walls 
of the Ostello del Sole in San Cataldo, only 15km 
away from Lecce.

The installations created will characterize the 
scenario within which the new edition of the 
International Architecture Holiday will take place, 
with 100 young men and women from all over 
the world. These will then be exhibited during the 
entire workshop and during the entire summer 
period.

As a result of the success reported during IAH 
Summer 14, the hostel, besides being it an 
excellent reception facility for the San Cataldo 
naval army, today has a huge visibility and hosts 
numerous events, concerts, outdoor workshops 
for the period going from June to September. 

A real opportunity for all of the participating teams 
to gain visibility and confront themselves with the 
problems arising from the direct realization of a 
project by evaluating its aesthetic, functional, 
and economic aspects., 



2 .2 RULES AND BUDGET

Each group will have a budget of 1000 € and can 
choose between one of the two project areas, 
which will be later specified in more detail.

The same budget cannot be used for the design 
of more than one project area, following exclusion 
from the competition.
One group may participate in the design of more 
than one project area only after having completed 
a further registration.

Every 20 days from the start date of the competition 
will be published updates regarding the registration 
for the two different areas in order to evenly distribute  
the different applications.

There will be two winners, one for each project 
area.
The archiSTART team reserves the right to 
perform changes on the time lapse following the 
end of the competition, with the consent of the 
winning teams, in order to facilitate the project 
development and finalization.

The winning teams will be hosted in San Cataldo, 
in the Ostello del Sole from 22 to 29 July 2015; 
one full week completely dedicated to the choice 
of the materials to be used, as well as to the 
development of the project.
During “IAH Summer 15” event (from the 1st to 
9th of August 2015) the installations will be seen 
and used by professionals, students and young 
architects.
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AREA 1 - VIDEO AREA

Dimension: 205 sq. m.
Guidelines: the area is only a few meters away from the entrance and the installation therefore represents 
an important element for the hostel characterization. The installation should have the aim of hosting a 
recreational and leisure area for the projections and lectures of the next IAH Summer 15.
The competitor will choose if he/she wants to focus the project on both functional and ornamental aspects, 
or only on one of the two.
The projection area should have a capacity of about 30 people.



AREA 2 - NEST AREA

Dimension: 180 sq. m.

Guidelines: the installation will have to be developed in the area of the hostel which receives the greatest 
visibility from visitors. 
The area (visible from the beach) is located on the same axis of the entrance gate and shields it from the 
event area. This is why the installation that devotes the greater attention to the screening of the visual axis 
between the entrance and the event area will be mostly appreciated. The Nest, can be conceived as a lounge 
or recreational area, as a connection zone with the bar, or it may simply play a sculptural function. Due to the 
proximity to the event area, those installations that foresee a night-time use will be highly preferable.
The area is made up of a concrete platform with a diameter of 8,2 meters and of a soil which gradually 
descends from it.



2 .4 ADMISSIoN cRITERIA

The competition is open to university students, 
graduates and young professionals under 32 
years . 

Every member of the team must fulfill at least one of 
the above mentioned criteria, with reference to the 
start date of the competition, proving it by appropriate 
documentation. 

Every team can be composed of 2 up to 4 people, 
members can attend different universities or come 
from different countries. 

The multidisciplinary team, dealing with projecting 
activity from innovative points of view and giving a 
perspective different from the architectural one, are 
appreciated. 

In order to preserve the transparency of the 
competition, people who have personal or professional 
relationships with the members of the jury or the staff 
cannot participate in the competition.

2 .6 AWARDS

Award Area 1: project realization with overnight stay 
in the Ostello del Sole from 22 to 29 of July 2015 + selection 
for an internship in IaN+ + 500 euro + Publications 

Award Area 2: project realization with overnight stay 
in the Ostello del Sole from 22 to 29 of July 2015 + selection 
for an internship in IaN+ + 500 euro + Publications 

Honorable mention: Publications

Among the two winning groups, one or more 
participants will be selected to compete for an 
internship in the practice IaN+. Arrangements and 
duration to be agreed upon.
The selection process will be carried out by the archiSTART 
team and by the hosting practice after an accurate 
assessment of the participants’ portfolios.

*Publication_ The selected projects will be published on the websites 
specialized in the domain of architecture, allowing in this way a diffusion 
on the internet thanks to social networks and blogs. 

2 .7 jURY

The jury will be formed by the following members:

- archiSTART team

- IaN+ architectural studio member

2 .5 cALENDAR

1 February 2015         START OF APPLICATIONS
                                    SPECIAL REGISTRATION (60 €)
  
15 March 2015            END SPECIAL REGISTRATION

16 March 2015            NORMAL REGISTRATION (80 €)

  5 May 2015               END OF APPLICATIONS

10 May 2015               SUBMISSION DEADLINE
     
END of May 2015       OUTCOMES



3 .  participation

3. 1  AppLIcATIoN

3 .2 pAYMENT

Methods of payments:

- Pay-pal, credit or debit card

-Available in myArchistart sections
-the registration will be soon received
-immediate assignment of CODE and possibility to upload the project.

- Bank deposit

The transfer must be payable to the following account:
Bank: Unicredit Account 
holder: associazione archiSTART 
Reason: archiSTART membership, Competition SCC, Team Leader 
Name 
IBAN: : IT15G0200816012000102644995 
SWIFT: UNCRITM1TRN

-the registration is not immediate. 

* Once the registration is confirmed and the payment received, the 
application fee can’t be paid back.
** archiSTART for the registration will refer to the date of the reception of 
the deposit, not to the date it has been made.

3 .3 fAq

The participants, during all the steps of the competition, 
can refer to a dedicated section of the website (http://www.
archistart.it/) and the Facebook page in order to ask all 
types of questions and to clear out every kind of doubt 
related to the competition.

3 .4 ATTAcHMENT

In the “Download” section of the website www.archistart.it 
you can find the attachments (images, videos, Dwg files) 
to help you in your project activity.

The content can be downloaded before or after the 
application. 
The participants can also use contents from external 
sources for their projects.

3 .5 pRESENTATIoN

the project must be presented with one table in DIN-A1 
(horizontal) format. This must report the registration code 
of the team received from the team leader in the private 
area myarchistart. 

In case the name of the team or its members, or any 
explicit reference appear, allowing to associate the project 
to the team, the proposal will be disqualified. 

The team will be fully responsible for the contents and 
ways of representing the project and it can adopt every 
graphic instrument to explain its ideas in the best way. 

Anyway we suggest to include at least: 
- Main maps 
- Sections (partial or total) 
- 3D Views 
- Comments or information concerning the choice of 
materials and preliminary costs.

Not only the idea and quality of the project will be considered 
important, but also, the clearness and representation 
skills, so as to express the content at the best focusing on 
the economical aspects and ways of building. 

Short captions are also allowed but only in Italian or 
English, other languages will not be taken in consideration.
 
If you want to deliver the project before the deadline of the 
competition, you can only send it by your personal profile 
on myarchiSTART.

The design must be exclusively in Jpeg format and DIN-A1 
size, with a maximum weight of 6 Mb. A 72 DPI resolution 
is suggested, but also bigger resolutions are allowed 
(provided that the file doesn’t exceed 6 Mb).

Candidates can apply signing up as members of Archi-
START and filling an appropriate form  in the private area 
http://my.archistart.it/ on our website (http://www.archi-
start.it/) and paying the membership fee.
 
-1 Feb / 15 Mar       SPECIAL REGISTRATION    60.00€    
-16 Mar / 1 Mag      NORMAL REGISTRATION    80.00€

This fee is considered as one for each team (for every project 
proposed), whichever is the number of the members. 
The team leader, signing in to myarchiSTART section of the 
website,  will fill the application form,  select the competition and 
indicate the name of the team and of the other members. Moreover 
he/she must provide for the payment of the membership fee.

 At the end of this procedure, the Archistart team will verify the 
application and the payment of the membership fee and it will 
assign an identification CODE (to put on the project, A1-table) 
and by then it will be possible to upload the project in the 
dedicated area on myarchiSTART

All communications as well as the prize in case of victory of the 
competition will be delivered to the team leader.
If a team intends to submit more than one proposal, it can do 
it registering every project separately and paying the relative 
association fee.



3 .6  EVALUTATIoN cRITERIA

The winning projects will be selected according to the 
following methods:

1. Delivery to the jury: all the projects will be delivered to 
the jury, that will judge the works basing on the criteria of 
the competition.

2. Selection: the jury will choose the winners of the 3 
prizes and the honorable mentions.

The jury will evaluate the projects considering the following 
criteria :

- Representation: clearness of ideas and graphic quality 
(1-15 points) 

- Architectural composition: quality of the project and 
formal composition (1-30 points) 

- Connection with the competition: ability to fulfill the 
requirements of the competition (1-15 points) 

- Feasibility: sustainability of the proposal from the 
environmental and feasible point of view. Will be rewarded 
the solution that will pay particular attention to the use of 
recycled materials or easily available. (1-40 points)

All the contents of the competition will be saved in the 
ArchiSTART database. 
ArchiSTART will have the full authority to publish and 
promote the material, always indicating the author, who 
will remain the owner of the idea of the project. 
By participating to the competition you allow ArchiSTART 
to publish and diffuse the received material, and to modify 
it for adaptations to publication formats.

3 .7 INTELLEcTUAL pRopERTY

3 .8 NoTE

- archiSTART can modify the contents of this document 
provided that the majority of participants can benefit from it. 
Possible changes will be communicated in time, therefore 
it is highly recommended to constantly check the site and 
Facebook page. 

The prize is assigned by the Jury that has the possibility to 
decide for an ex aequo prize, in this case the prize will be 
divided in equal parts.

-the association, in accordance with the Town of Leverano, 
has the faculty to announce a SOCIAL competition, once 
the official competition is completed,  in which the winning 
works  will be chosen by voting on our official facebook 
page.

- For everything that is not contained here, please refer to: 
Terms and Conditions and Privacy Law 

pARTNERSHIpS

IaN+
architecture studio

www.ianplus.it/

http://www.ostellodelsolelecce.it/

http://www.comune.lecce.it/
Municipality of Lecce


