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Dear friends of Dante,

In case you were wondering, the volcano pictured below is not Mt. 
Ruapehu. One of the many things Italy and New Zealand have in 
common is a proud selection of active volcanoes that occasionally 
erupt in spectacular fashion. There are four active volcanoes in 
Italy and the one depicted below is the largest. But which one is it? 
If you know the answer, you obviously have some serious skills and 
may want to test your “Quizablility” on page 3. You could also take 
it to the next level and face a whole barrage of clever questions at 
our Italian Quiz Night – and hone your Italian skills at the same 
time. Feel free to bring friends and family for support – the more 
the merrier!

On 7 June we will be celebrating the Anniversary of the Italian 
Republic with a beautiful Violin and Piano Concert at the Auckland 
Town Hall, where everyone is welcome to enjoy an evening of 
Italian classical music delights served up by Giampaolo Nuti and 
Francesco D'Orazio. And if you have time a little earlier in the day, 
don’t miss their live interview on Radio Cartolina’s Upbeat on 
Concert programme at 1.30 pm.

This month also marks the resumption of the Embassy Film Series 
with The Human Factor, a tense whodunnit by Bruno Oliviery that 
first screened at the Locarno Film Festival 2013 .
And if you should crave even more Italian culture by month’s end, 
why not try reading an Italian book? At Dante’s first-ever Book Fair 
on Saturday 25 June, during the Colazione,  you will find a huge 
selection of affordable Italian language fiction and non-fiction. 

Enjoy!
Stefania

President: Sir John Kirwan
Vice President: Flavia Berucci
Secretary: Martina Depentor
School Director: Sandra Fresia
Newsletter: Stefania Perrotta 

Freemans Bay Community Centre
52 Hepburn Street, 
Freemans Bay, Auckland
Dante office: 09 3763853 

P.O. Box 91637, Victoria Street West, 
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Seguici! 

7 giugno

8 giugno 

10 giugno

Concert Festa della Repubblica (p.2)

Deadline to sign up for the Italian Quiz  
(p.3)

Film “La Variante Umana” (p.2)

17 giugno

19 giugno

25 giugno

The Italian Quiz (p.3)

“Italian Culture for Children” Project
First meeting (p.6)

Dante’s Book Fair and Colazione alla 
Dante (p.2)

every Friday 
and Tuesday

Ginnastica con Fiorella (p.8)

Il calendario di Giugno:

Italy’s largest active volcano...

mailto:info@dante.org.nz
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
http://www.dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34611608905/?fref=ts
http://www.dante.org.nz/intro.html
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Bolzano

Festival Italiano - Talent Scout!

Il Festival Italiano sta cercando artisti di strada italiani per 
la sua undicesima edizione, il 25 Settembre 2016. 

Sai cantare e suonare la chitarra, siete un gruppo di 
sbandieratori o sei un pittore di strada… se sei italiano, 
pieno di talento e di entusiasmo e vorresti esibirti, ci 
piacerebbe conoscerti!
Se interessati, scrivere entro il 15 Giugno a Flavia: 
beruxf@yahoo.it 

Dante’s Book Fair - Il Mercatino del Libro  

Dante’s very first Book Fair will be on Saturday 25 June at 
Dante during our usual Colazione. After having catalogued 
and organised the books of Dante’s Library, Matteo 
realised that there were too many volumes for the little 
space we have. Therefore we decided that some of them 
might feel more comfortable on YOUR bookshelves.
 

 

Whether you are an Italian looking for books in your native 
language, or someone who wants to improve his reading 
skills, or just want to have few Italian titles on your 
bookshelves, the Dante’s Book Fair is the place to be on the 
25th of June! Come, have a coffee, choose your books, 
leave an offer, and let the Book Fair surprise you.

Embassy Film Series - 10 June

This month’s film, La Variabile Umana (The human 
factor), by Bruno Olivieri, is a tense, well acted and 
staged Milan police drama with the always admirable 
Orlandi as a widowed inspector, given as his last case the 
celebrity murder that's too big for side-kick Battison, the 
same night his daughter Raffaelli is arrested. It's the girl's 
sixteenth birthday.
Good scope production making effective use of urban 
location and settings like the automated morgue, the 
crime scene with the incriminating flip book, the bottle 
shooting range or the dead-locked home.

Friday 10 June, 6 pm
University of Auckland, Arts 1, Lecture Theatre 220 at 6 
pm. Parking: Owen G Glenn Building, Via Grafton Rd 
opposite Stanley St. Entrance is free.

Assistenza sanitaria in Italia per italiani 
residenti all’estero

Secondo nuove norme del Ministero della Sanita’, il 
cittadino residente all’estero, che si reca 
temporaneamente in Italia, NON DEVE PIU’ 
richiedere all’Ufficio consolare l’attestazione 
sanitaria per ottenere le prestazioni ospedaliere 
urgenti a titolo gratuito bensi’ dovra’ autocertificare 
la sua condizione di emigrato presso la ASL 
competente. 
Per informazioni dettagliate clicca qui.

Fiction, essay, arts, 
food, anthologies, 
introductions to 
Italian language and 
culture, travel, 
history; basically 
reading material of 
all sorts and for all 
levels!

For any info about the stands please write to:  
alessandra@oratia.co.nz 

mailto:beruxf@yahoo.it
mailto:beruxf@yahoo.it
mailto:beruxf@yahoo.it
http://dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/2016/05/autocertificazione-dello-status-di.html
http://dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/2016/05/autocertificazione-dello-status-di.html
mailto:alessandra@oratia.co.nz
mailto:alessandra@oratia.co.nz
mailto:alessandra@oratia.co.nz
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Farewell to Des O’Connor

Dante Society contributor and Italy 
lover Desmond Patrick O’Connor 
passed away on 7 April 2016 at the age 
of 96. His lifelong love affair with 
everything Italian began during World 
War 2 when he fought as an artillery 
officer, including in the battle of 
Cassino. After the war Des became a 
frequent visitor to Italy and pioneered 
opera and touristic tours which he 
guided himself. In one memorable 
Dante Club evening Des and two others 
performed the Three Tenors, dressed 
up as Pavarotti, Carrera and Domingo 
they gave an entertaining rendering of 
“O Sole mio”.

The Italian Quiz Night

Another fantastic quiz night on Friday 17 June, 6 pm
Freemans Bay Community Centre, Auditorium

Sign up by Wednesday 8th June at the Dante office or 
send an email to info@dante.org.nz 
Max 10 people per team,  $5 per person.

If you wish to come but do not have a team, don't worry, 
we'll find you one!
You can bring partners and friends but if they are Italian 
they will have to sit with the jury, Italians are not allowed 
at the quiz tables!
Refreshments will be served, bring a plate to share.

 

Test your Quizability!

Qual è la città natale di Dante Alighieri?
a) Bologna
b) Venezia
c) Firenze
d) Mantova

In quale città è la famosa Torre pendente?
a) Padova
b) Pisa
c) Pordenone
d) Perugia

 Qual è il più grande vulcano attivo italiano?
a) Stromboli
b) Vulcano
c) Vesuvio
d) Etna

Quale di queste isole non è italiana?
a) Maiorca
b) Ponza
c) Ischia
d) Tremiti

See the results on page 8. If you had the right answers 
to all questions you definitively should try your luck at 
The Quiz Italiano! 

Auckland Writers Conference

Sandra Fresia and Alessandra 
Zecchini recently met Ann 
Goldstein, one of the New Yorker 
editors who translated works by 
Elena Ferrante, Jhumpa Lahiri 
and Primo Levi. 
Translators rarely achieve celebrity status, but Ms. 
Goldstein’s, a guest speaker at the writers festival in 
Auckland, has become a rare celebrity in her field. Her 
English translations of the four books in Ms. Ferrante’s 
Neapolitan series have sold more than a million copies in 
North America, the U.K., Australia and New Zealand. 
 
 

mailto:info@dante.org.nz
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Festa della Repubblica Concert - Tuesday 7 June 

To celebrate the anniversary of the Italian Republic the 
Embassy of Italy, the Dante Alighieri Italian Society of 
Auckland, and the COMITES Wellington  invite you to a free

Violin and Piano Concert by
Francesco D’Orazio & Giampaolo Nuti

Tuesday 7 June 2016, 6pm (door closing 5:50pm) 
Auckland Town Hall, Concert Chamber
Free entry on the night to seat availability.

PROGRAMME:
Marco Betta
Sonata Tre Mari
Allegro - Adagio - Rapido e violento
Igor Stravinsky
Suite Italienne per violino e pianoforte
Introduzione – Serenata – Tarantella - Gavotta con due 
variazioni – Scherzino - Minuetto e Finale
Nino Rota
Improvviso (Un diavolo sentimentale) per violino e pianoforte
Ferruccio Busoni
Seconda Sonata in mi minore op.36° per violino e pianoforte
Langsam - Presto - Andante piuttosto grave. Andante con 
moto. Poco più andante. Alla marcia, vivace. Andante. 
Tranquillo assai. Allegro deciso, un poco maestoso. Più 
tranquillo, apoteotico. Adagio.

Francesco D’Orazio
Born in Bari and was taught violin 
and viola by his father. Later he 
studied with Denes Zsigmondy at 
the Salzburg Mozarteum and 
Yair Kless at the Rubin Academy 
in Tel Aviv. In 2010, the Italian 
National Music Critics Association awarded him with the 
Premio Abbiati as “Best Soloist” of the year. With 
Orchestra Sinfonica Nazionale della RAI in Turin, he 
recorded Fire and Blood by Michael Daugherty, Michael 
Nyman Concerto n.1 and the complete works for violin 
and orchestra by Ivan Fedele. Mr. D'Orazio has recorded 
for the most prominent record labels such as Decca, 
Hyperion and Opus 111/Naive and has performed at such 
major concert venues as the Berliner Philarmonie, 
Accademia Nazionale di Santa Cecilia (Rome), Royal Albert 
Hall and Cadogan Hall (London), the Teatro Coliseo 
(Buenos Aires), the Centre de la Musique Baroque in 
Versailles, the Frick Collection in New York. His large 
repertoire includes works from early music, as violinist in 
the original instrument ensemble L'Astrée of Turin, to 
classic, romantic and contemporary music. He is a 
favourite of many composers: Luis De Pablo wrote for D’
Orazio his last violin work, “Per Violino” and for many 
years D'Orazio worked with Luciano Berio.

Giampaolo Nuti
Born in Florence, where he studied 
piano with the late Antonio Bacchelli 
at the “L. Cherubini” Conservatory of 
Music, graduating with honours in 
both piano and harpsichord. 
First prize winner in many piano 
Competitions, he has appeared as a 
soloist with many symphony and chamber orchestras, 
working with Topilow, Yaslicam, Chen, Samale, Gutter, 
Kawka, performing Concertos ranging from Bach, Haydn, 
Mozart, Beethoven to Liszt, Alkan, Chopin, Tchaikovsky, 
Shostakovich and Schnittke in Italy, Austria, United States 
and Mexico. He has recorded with Decca and Stradivarius. 
Nuti has been the winner of the State Competition for 
teaching positions; he is presently teaching piano at the 
“A. Boito” Conservatory of Music in Parma, while regularly 
holding master classes for various academies in Italy. Mr. 
Nuti’s solo repertoire covers a vast part of piano 
literature; he also focuses his attention on monographic 
recitals, like the ones dedicated to Alkan’s music, the 
north-american composers or the complete Shostakovich 
Preludes and Fugues; he also endeavours to explore new 
forms of recitals, seeking to attain a more engaging 
experience for the audience.
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Thank you to everyone who came to watch and support our 
amazing group of actors from Dante Alighieri Auckland 
School who performed "La Biografia di Al" entirely in Italian.
Cheers to all the helpers and to our Director (and actor) 

Matteo.

LA Biografia di Al - Dante’s play 

Dopo settimane di prove, domenica 22 maggio, nella gremita  
sala della Freemans Bay Community Centre, è andato in 
scena l’attesissimo pezzo teatrale “La biografia di Al” con gli 
studenti della Dante come protagonisti e la regia di Matteo 
Telara. 

Un grande grazie ai nostri attori: Warren Shephard (Agatha 
Christie), John Robertson (George Lucas), Helen Place 
(Baby), Lucy Lawless (Al Capone), Carol Knutson (Direttrice), 
Diana Mead (Eduardo De Filippo), Matteo Telara 
(Bodyguard), Dana Delorenzo (Infermiera) and Ray Santiago 
(Infermiere), e a Matteo Telara per la regia e l'adattamento.

E’ stata una bellissima serata e gli studenti/attori si sono 
dimostrati tutti bravissimi. Il pubblico ha gradito, molte le 
risate, tantissimi gli applausi. Alla qualità del testo della play 
si è aggiunto il tocco personale che ognuno in scena ha 
saputo dare al suo personaggio, rendendo la serata 
indimenticabile e le performance di alto livello.

La recita della Dante sta diventando oramai un evento 
molto atteso da tutti, soci, studenti e simpatizzanti.
L'appuntamento è per l'anno prossimo con una nuova classe 
d'italiano/laboratorio teatrale e una nuova messa in scena!

See the pictures of the event  here!

http://dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/2016/05/la-biografia-di-al.html
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"Dante events are very heart-warming. The 
atmosphere is so warm and friendly and even if 
someone doesn't understand the language they are 
still made to feel welcome and part of the event.It 
feels like a real family gathering. (The food is also 
wonderful too!)
The event yesterday was excellent.The play  was 
very well presented-so difficult to take those big 
parts in another language-and the children's items 
were a delight.  A really special occasion. A 
presto”.

Pam

Il bello dei bambini è stata la spontaneità e la 
naturalezza con la quale si sono esibiti, consolidando 
ancora una volta  la voglia di stare insieme e 
condividendo  "la cultura italiana ".

The after party

Dopo la play, come è tradizione alla Dante, si è festeggiato 

con tante cose deliziose da bere e da mangiare e tanto 

buon umore.

A special grazie to our sponsors Aperol, Peroni, Cinzano 

Prosecco and Pukeko Bakery. 

See the pictures of the after party here!

Piccoli attori crescono...

I bambini che frequentano settimanalmente il martedì 
pomeriggio (After School Program ) e alcuni che hanno 
partecipato allo School Holiday Program, hanno aperto la 
play cantando un paio di canzoni in italiano (una sulle 
vocali e una sui giorni della settimana).

Nuovo progetto per bambini, 5-10 anni, con 
conoscenza della lingua italiana

La nostra proposta è di organizzare  incontri mensili  nel 
fine settimana per bambini di famiglie italiane per 
mantenere la lingua e la cultura italiane qui in Nuova 
Zelanda.
Vi invitiamo a partecipare al primo incontro che si terrà 
domenica 19 giugno alle 13.30 per presentarvi il 
programma e  discutere insieme l’orario e il calendario 
degli incontri futuri.
Confermateci la vostra presenza con un’email a
info@dante.org.nz

http://dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/2016/05/la-biografia-di-al.html
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
mailto:info@dante.org.nz


Discover with us the special discounts you have access to, thanks to your Dante card!
Only up-to-date Dante cards are accepted! Follow the link to subscribe or renew your membership!

Gli amici della Dante

Obtain your coupon to start 
your shopping online with a 
10% discount!
ph: 09 8340290
mail: info@dreamofitaly.co.
nz

15% discount (from 
Wednesday to Sunday)
Settebello Pizzeria Italiana 
3/1 Rata st, New Lynn
Auckland
Ph: 09 826 0777
www.settebello.co.nz

10% discount
Sapori d’Italia Import Ltd
Unit D/12 Saturn Place
North Harbour, North Shore City
POBox 302322, North Harbour 0751
Auckland
Ph: 09 4159053
Fax: 09 4159073
www.sapori.co.nz

15% discount 
Eurodell Retail Store
337, Lincoln Road
Auckland
Ph: 09 836 8595
www.eurodell.co.nz

10% discount!
Sovrano @ A Touch of Italy
68g Greenmount Drive, East Tamaki Auckland
Hours: Mon – Fri 8.30-5pm | Saturday: 10am-2pm
Phone 09 2733701 / www.sovrano.co.nz

Giugno 2016
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10% discount
Il Casaro Ltd
Unit 1 - 27 Ashfield Road / Wairau 
Valley, Auckland
Ph: 09 442 5419
www.ilcasaro.co.nz 

10% discount
Giapo Haute Ice Cream
279-281 Queen St 
(Next to the Civic Theater)
 Auckland
Ph: 09 550 3677
www.giapo.com

10% discount on all products 
Italian Foodies Ltd,
PO BOX 106-185 Auckland City
1143 Auckland
Phone: +64(0) 9 213 2270
www.Italian Foodies.co.nz 

10% discount
Cracroft Chase Vineyard
110 Shalamar Drive, Cashmere,
Christchurch 8022
Ph (03) 337 9339
www.cracroftchase.co.nz

10% discount
Covo - Italian Bistro
144 Fort Street, Auckland CBD
Ph: 09 3779290
www.covo.co.nz/

http://dante.org.nz/membershiponline.html
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
http://www.settebello.co.nz/
http://www.settebello.co.nz/
http://www.sapori.co.nz/
http://www.sapori.co.nz/
http://www.eurodell.co.nz
http://www.eurodell.co.nz
http://www.sovrano.co.nz/
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.giapo.com
http://www.giapo.com
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.cracroftchase.co.nz
http://www.cracroftchase.co.nz
http://www.covo.co.nz/
http://www.covo.co.nz/


Pantofolaio

Così viene definita una persona un po’ pigra che 
preferisce rimanere a casa e non esce molto, né  per 
eventi sociali, né per eventi sportivi. Deriva dalla 
parola “pantofole”.

Arrivederci a luglio!
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Thanks to our sponsor:

Radio Cartolina

1 June: to celebrate the Italian National Day, the 
Ambassador Carmelo Barbarello offers a concert in 
Auckland (7 June, Concert Chamber of the Auckland Town 
Hall), and in Christchurch (8 June, St Mary’s Pro-cathedral). 
Cartolina interviews the two international Artists: violinist 
Francesco D’Orazio and pianist Giampaolo Nuti, who will 
present music by Marco Betta, Igor Stravinsky, Nino Rota 
and Ferruccio Busoni.

7 June: 1.30pm Live interview with Francesco D’Orazio and 
Giampaolo Nuti on Upbeat on Concert programme.
 
15 June: Paolo Rotondo and Renee Mark are the creative 
machine behind the “Cinema Italiano Festival”, in its first 
edition this year. Paolo knows the film industry from within, 
and has valiantly overcome all kind of difficulties to bring 
back the Italian Film Festival, to the joy of Italians and non-
Italians alike. The Festival in Christchurch starts on the 15th 
and goes to the 25th of June, at the Academy Gold.

29 June: Valerie Carmana Mayer is the outgoing Italian 
Honorary Consular Agent in Christchurch. After almost three 
decades in office, Valerie tells of her experience, including 
her best advice to the incoming Consular Agent. While 
talking about her life, Valerie tells the story of her parents, 
originally from Lucca (Tuscany): a remarkable story of 
endurance, family and community support. Cartolina wishes 
to thank Valerie for the many times she’s been a guest at 
the radio programme.

During the month of June an old Cartolina programme will 
be available in podcast: the interview with Donna Leon, 
the bestselling author of the crime stories of Commissario 
Brunetti, in Venice. One of her books, “By its Cover”, is this 
month’s choice for the Italian Book Club of the 
Christchurch Dante Society.

On http://plainsfm.org.nz/podcasts/programme/cartolina 
you can find all recent programmes in podcast. Buon 
Ascolto!
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La poesia del mese

“Alla luna” di Giacomo Leopardi

O graziosa luna, io mi rammento

che, or volge l'anno, sovra questo colle

io venia pien d'angoscia a rimirarti:

e tu pendevi allor su quella selva

siccome or fai, che tutta la rischiari.

Ma nebuloso e tremulo dal pianto

che mi sorgea sul ciglio, alle mie luci

il tuo volto apparia, che travagliosa

era mia vita: ed è, nè cangia stile

o mia diletta luna. E pur mi giova

la ricordanza, e il noverar l'etate

del mio dolore. Oh come grato occorre

nel tempo giovanil, quando ancor lungo

la speme e breve ha la memoria il corso

il rimembrar delle passate cose,

ancor che triste, e che l'affanno duri!

Don’t forget: 

Pilates con Fiorella is every Tuesday at 2pm and every 
Friday at 12pm. 

Colazione alla Dante this month will be on Saturday 25 June 
from 10am to 12pm together with the Dante’s Book Fair

Parole del mese

Quizability test results: 1c, 2b, 3d, 4a

http://plainsfm.org.nz/podcasts/programme/cartolina
http://plainsfm.org.nz/podcasts/programme/cartolina

