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Dear Dante friends,

As we approach the end of the year, we can look back in pride at a 
host of amazing events, many new initiatives and, not least, a 
large number of highly engaged new members and language 
students. We also elected a new president, Sir John Kirwan, and 
welcomed the new Italian Ambassador, Fabrizio Marcelli. Then 
there was our spectacularly successful theatre production, the 
Patronage of the Italian Embassy and the Trade Mark Registration 
we received for the Italian Festival, which once again proved 
hugely popular with Aucklanders despite the torrential rain.

For all of this we want to sincerely thank you all, with special 

thanks going to our many hands-on supporters and helpers 

without whom these achievements would have not been possible.

As always, we will close the year with a colourful and joyful 

Christmas Market (this Saturday, see p.2). This year, it won't only 

be bigger and feature an even wider selection of food, we will also 

hold a Lucky Dip competition where everyone will be a winner, so 

make sure you’re there! Also, don't miss tomorrow's insightful 

presentation by Giancarlo De Cataldo, especially if you had the 

chance to watch "Romanzo Criminale" on 18 November.

Finally, we would like to wish to everyone a happy, healthy, safe 

and successful New Year – a year which will see a fresh round of 

our many successful established events and no doubt a number of 

exciting new ones.

Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo a tutti!

Stefania

President: Sir John Kirwan
Vice President: Flavia Berucci
Secretary: Martina Depentor
School Director: Sandra Fresia
Newsletter: Stefania Perrotta 

Freemans Bay Community Centre
52 Hepburn Street, 
Freemans Bay, Auckland
Dante office: 09 3763853 

P.O. Box 91637, Victoria Street West, 
Auckland 1142 
info@dante.org.nz

Seguici! 

30 novembre

2 dicembre

3 dicembre

11 dicembre

11 dicembre

8 gennaio

25-28 gennaio

The Dark Side - Presentation by 
Giancarlo De Cataldo (p.3)

Last day for the collection of gifts 
for the Lucky Dip (p.2)

Mercatino di Natale (p.2)

Incontro per bimbi di lingua 
italiana (p.2)

Concerto al Rannoch House (p.4)

Picnic con la Befana

Intensive Italian course (p.2)

Il calendario di Dicembre

Christmas in Florence, Santa Maria del Fiore Basilica, Piazza del Duomo

mailto:info@dante.org.nz
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
http://www.dantealighieriauckland.blogspot.co.nz/
mailto:info@dante.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/groups/34611608905/?fref=ts
http://www.dante.org.nz/intro.html
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Christmas Market is this Saturday!

Don’t miss this year’s Dante’s Christmas Market,  full of 
delicious, typical Italian Christmas food, decorations and 
presents.
Saturday 3 December, 10am-2pm
This year for the first time we are organizing a Pesca di 
Natale.

Do you have something at home with an Italian flair that 
you don't use anymore? Wrap it and bring it for our 
Italian Xmas Lucky Dip! 
We will be collecting all wrapped gifts at the Dante rooms 
until 2 December, and at the Dante Table on 3 December 
(Mercatino Day).

                              L'ultimo incontro  si svolgerà domenica   
                   11 dicembre , dalle 14.00 alle 16.00.
I genitori sono invitati dopo la lezione a festeggiare il 
Natale insieme con una fetta di panettone e per 
definire il programma per l'anno prossimo.
L'invito e' aperto a tutte le famiglie italiane che vogliono 
unirsi all'iniziativa.

Vi aspettiamo!

Sandra, Fiorella e Flavia

Incontri per bambini con una buona 
conoscenza della lingua italiana

Picnic con la Befana!

Also this year la Befana is coming to Auckland!
Bring the children to meet la Befana near the band 
rotunda at the Domain on 
Sunday 8 January at 11am.
Cancelled if it rains.
Please bring a small gift for 
your child, clearly marked 
with their name, so that 
la Befana can hand out the 
gifts to the children. 
Bring a picnic if you like!
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Attivitá ed eventi  alla Dante per il 2017

Il CineClubDante ricomincia il prossimo anno. Un 
appuntamento bimestrale alla Dante per tutti gli amanti del 
cinema in italiano. Se siete interessati fatecelo sapere 
scrivendo un'email a info@dante.org.nz. Primo 
appuntamento mercoledì 15 marzo alle 11.30am alla Dante, 
con una commedia leggera e divertente!

La Colazione alla Dante torna l'anno prossimo con dieci 
date da non perdere. Da febbraio a novembre, vieni alla 
Dante l'ultimo sabato di ogni mese, dalle 10 a mezzogiorno, 
per prendere un caffè, mangiare qualcosa e parlare ed 
ascoltare in italiano.
Qui di seguito le date: 25 febbraio, 25 marzo, 29 aprile, 27 
maggio, 24 giugno, 29 luglio, 26 agosto, 30 settembre, 28 
ottobre, 25 novembre.

Vi aspettiamo!

CineClubDante will resume next year (every two months) for 
all lovers of Italian cinematography. If you are interested, 
please send us an email to info@dante.org.nz.
The first screening will be on Wednesday 15 March with a 
funny and lighthearted comedy!

Also the Colazione all Dante will be back next year with ten 
appointments (on the last Saturday of  each month) from 
February to November, 10am to 12pm. This is a great 
opportunity to come together and speak Italian while 
having coffee and snacks.
The dates: 25 February, 25 March, 29 April, 27 May, 24 
June, 29 July, 26 August, 30 September, 28 October, 25 
November.

We would love to see you there!

Summer 5-day Intensive Italian Course

Wed 25th  – Sun 29th  January 2016
Freeman’s Bay Community Centre, 1st Floor, 52 
Hepburn Street, Auckland.
This programme has been extremely successful in the 
past six years as it combines formal lessons with 
conversation, cooked lunch and much more.

It is essential to register your interest by 30th November 
as we need to confirm staff and book rooms for it.
Please book in person, via email info@dante.org.nz
or by telephone 09 3763853 

A non-refundable $50 deposit will be required by 
7 December 2016 to secure your place. 
The balance is to be settled by  11  January 2017.

Course fee: $300 pp includes lunch daily
Times: Wed/Fri/Sun 10.00am – 1.30pm
            Thurs/Sat 10.00am – 3.30pm

 All our teachers are native Italian speakers.

Annual General Meeting 2017 (AGM)

Our Annual General Meeting will be held at 5.30pm on 
Friday 24 February at the Dante Rooms at Freeman’s 
Bay Community Centre. 
It is open to everyone and it is a chance to find out 
about how Dante is run.

mailto:info@dante.org.nz
mailto:info@dante.org.nz


Concert at Rannoch House

Sir James Wallace and the Wallace Arts Trust invite you to an 
afternoon recital of Italian arie e canzoni, including music by 
Tosti, Donizetti, Vaccai, Monteverdi, Puccini and Cilea.

Christie Cook - Mezzo Soprano
Claire Cauldwell - Piano

Complimentary aperitivi 
and cicchetti from the Veneto 
provided.

Sunday 11 December, 3 pm
Rannoch House, 
77 Almorah Rd, Epsom
Bookings essential 

Contact:  
concert.tickets@outlook.com  or call 021 828 477
Suggested donation $30

Cultura
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corruption going hand in 
hand. From a vividly 
realised 1960, with the 
joyriding principals already 
on their way to becoming 
ruthless criminals, through 
to the bloody battles of the 
1970s (including encounters 
with terrorists, the Mafia 

Giancarlo De Cataldo - The Dark Side - 
portraying crime in literature and fiction
 
Author Giancarlo De Cataldo will discuss his works and the 
symbiotic relations between crime fiction and its 
adaptation into films and TV productions.
Cataldo says,  “Le serie televisive sono oggi parte 
integrante della produzione letteraria, innescano un circolo 
virtuoso intorno a una ‘storia’ che conosce così
molteplici angolature dalle quali può essere affrontata - e il 
pubblico spesso passa dall’una all’altra, dalla pagina 
all’immagine.”
Born in Taranto (Puglia) in 1956, he lives in Rome, where 
he works as a magistrate, and is a successful writer, 
translator, essayist, journalist, and scriptwriter for theatre, 
cinema, TV and radio. 
His acclaimed novel Romanzo criminale, 2002, is inspired 
by the true story of a powerful criminal gang active in 
Rome in the 1970s, known as “Banda della Magliana”. 
It is an arm-straining novel that, as well as being a forceful 
crime narrative, is also a chronicle of Italy’s “Years of 
Lead”, the period of upheaval that extended from the 
1960s to the 1980s, with organised crime and political 

and the security services), the period detail is impeccable, 
while the stark and gritty presentation of the many 
characters pays dividends in terms of verisimilitude. The 
English translation by Antony Shugaar is rich and 
idiomatic. Romanzo criminale has been made into a film 
of the same name, directed by Michele Placido (2005), 
and it has inspired a very successful  TV series.
Presentation - 30 November, 6 pm
University of Auckland, Arts 1, Lecture Theatre 209.

Nibbles and Drinks after the presentation.

Please no stiletto heels!

About Mezzo Soprano Christie Cook
“I am a singer from the Auckland region, although I 
studied at Otago University, and have been living 
overseas for a couple of years - firstly in Wales where I 
completed my Masters Degree, and now in Italy. Before 
heading overseas I did solo work with a number of 
organisations around the country, including Auckland 
Chamber Orchestra and Bach Musica Auckland.
I've been living in Treviso this past year to make a start 
on learning Italian, as well as studying bel canto vocal 
technique from a number of Italian teachers throughout 
Italy. Treviso has been a wonderful base to travel from 
for auditions within Italy and further afield. It's always a 
slow business establishing yourself in a new place, but 
work contracts are starting to appear on the horizon 
which is promising. They say if you can please Italian 
audiences singing Italian as a foreign singer, then 
things are going well!”

mailto:concert.tickets@outlook.com
mailto:concert.tickets@outlook.com


Discover the special discounts you have access to thanks to your Dante card!
Only up-to-date Dante cards are accepted! Follow the link to subscribe or renew your membership!

Gli amici della Dante

Obtain your coupon to start 
your shopping online with a 
10% discount!
ph: 09 8340290
mail: 
info@dreamofitaly.co.nz

15% discount (from 
Wednesday to Sunday)
Settebello Pizzeria Italiana 
3/1 Rata st, New Lynn
Auckland
Ph: 09 826 0777
www.settebello.co.nz

10% discount
Sapori d’Italia Import Ltd
Unit D/12 Saturn Place
North Harbour, North Shore City
POBox 302322, North Harbour 0751
Auckland
Ph: 09 4159053
Fax: 09 4159073
www.sapori.co.nz

15% discount 
Eurodell Retail Store
337, Lincoln Road
Auckland
Ph: 09 836 8595
www.eurodell.co.nz

10% discount!
Sovrano @ A Touch of Italy
68g Greenmount Drive, East Tamaki Auckland
Hours: Mon – Fri 8.30-5pm | Saturday: 10am-2pm
Phone 09 2733701 / www.sovrano.co.nz
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10% discount
Il Casaro Ltd
Unit 1 - 27 Ashfield Road / Wairau 
Valley, Auckland
Ph: 09 442 5419
www.ilcasaro.co.nz 

10% discount
Giapo Haute Ice Cream
279-281 Queen St 
(Next to the Civic Theater)
 Auckland
Ph: 09 550 3677
www.giapo.com

10% discount on all products 
Italian Foodies Ltd,
PO BOX 106-185 Auckland City
1143 Auckland
Phone: +64(0) 9 213 2270
www.Italian Foodies.co.nz 

10% discount
Cracroft Chase Vineyard
110 Shalamar Drive, Cashmere,
Christchurch 8022
Ph (03) 337 9339
www.cracroftchase.co.nz

10% discount
Covo - Italian Bistro
144 Fort Street, Auckland CBD
Ph: 09 3779290
www.covo.co.nz/

http://dante.org.nz/membershiponline.html
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
mailto:info@dreamofitaly.co.nz
http://www.settebello.co.nz/
http://www.settebello.co.nz/
http://www.sapori.co.nz/
http://www.sapori.co.nz/
http://www.eurodell.co.nz
http://www.eurodell.co.nz
http://www.sovrano.co.nz/
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.ilcasaro.co.nz
http://www.giapo.com
http://www.giapo.com
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.italianfoodies.co.nz/
http://www.cracroftchase.co.nz
http://www.cracroftchase.co.nz
http://www.covo.co.nz/
http://www.covo.co.nz/


Buon Anno Nuovo e 
arrivederci a febbraio!
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Thanks to our sponsors:

Radio Cartolina

30 November: “La pancia tra le parentesi delle bretelle – 
benevolo Caronte sulla navicella dell’ingegno”. These are 
two lines from the poem written by Marco Sonzogni on 
Umberto Eco, the Italian novelist, medievalist, semiotician, 
philosopher and literary critic who died on 19th February 
2016. Marco is a professor of Italian language and literature 
at Victoria University, and in this programme (the second 
dedicated to Eco) he reads the poem and recalls some funny 
moments shared with Eco, whom he visited at home 
regularly for many years. We play Ennio Morricone’s music 
from C’era una volta il West, and The Mission.

14 December: “Tintinniat, tintinniat, tintinnabulum…” 
that’s Jingle Bells in a Latin version that we’ll play, along 
with a Rap song in Latin. Silvia Maggioni and Dale Wang are 
organizing a virtual journey visiting the ancient Rome, 
listening to the words of Julius Caesar, reading some of 
Aesop’s fairy tales in Latin. This course aims to give a full 
immersion experience in the literature, poetry and stories of 
all aspects of the fascinating society of ancient Rome.
 

28 December: the recently appointed Italian Ambassador, 

Mr Fabrizio Marcelli, talks of his career in various parts of 

the world, including being Ambassador in war-torn Somalia. 

Originally from Rome, he has chosen the songs: Roma 

capoccia by Giovanni Venditti and La canzone dell'amore 

perduto by Fabrizio De André.

 

Cartolina’s summer series this year will cover the Italian 

Rap, starting on January 11. The programmes are 

researched and realized by Silvia Maggioni and Marianna 

Cesari.

 

Radio Cartolina is the radio programme “For those who 

remember Italy and who dream of it”. It has been produced 

since 1999 under the patronage of Società Dante Alighieri 

Christchurch, and is aired locally through community radio 

Plains FM 96.9.

http://plainsfm.org.nz is where you can find all recent 

programmes in podcast. Buon Ascolto and Buone Feste from 

the producer Wilma Laryn.
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La poesia del mese

Parola del mese

Don’t forget:

Pilates con Francesca/Fiorella is on every Tuesday 
at 2pm and every Friday at 12.30pm

L’ Anno Nuovo by Gianni Rodari

Indovinami, indovino,

tu che leggi nel destino:

l’anno nuovo come sarà?

Bello, brutto o metà e metà?

Trovo stampato nei miei libroni

che avrà di certo quattro stagioni,

dodici mesi, ciascuno al suo posto,

un carnevale e un ferragosto,

e il giorno dopo il lunedì

sarà sempre un martedì.

Di più per ora scritto non trovo

nel destino dell’anno nuovo:

per il resto anche quest’anno

sarà come gli uomini lo faranno.

Apericena

Un cocktail prima di cena con cibo. Letteralmente 
un incrocio tra un aperitivo e una cena

http://plainsfm.org.nz/

