
Now that I am at the end of my term as Captain of the Benet’s Boat Club I am 

glad to report some considerable success, not only in terms of racing but also 

the club’s development. It has been a joy to have almost 20 individuals rotate 

throughout the crew this year, each coming away with some measure of success 

under our new coach Max Lau. 

I am proud of the team’s performance in all our competitions; Christ Church 

Regatta, Torpids and Summer Eights. In each competition the crews achieved 

our best results in recent years setting a new benchmark upon which we can 
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build in the coming years. Our coach for the year, Max Lau has been instrumental in this success and I owe him a 

huge debt of gratitude.  

The committee has had a busy year to ensure that these foundations for future success could be achieved. We have 

striven to restore high expectations and pride in the club the best proof of which is regaining our place in fixed divi-

sions for VIIIs. We have also continued our efforts to ensure the financial security of the club as well as improve the 

facilities on offer. This year we have secured funding for three more rowing machines to be brought in. This is an on-

going process with several challenges in the years ahead including: finding a permanent replacement coach for Pete 

Selwood, ensuring sufficient sponsorship to secure the club’s future, continuing to host Club events and perhaps most 

significantly ensuring we are ready to cope with the Hall’s admission of women as of October 2016.  

I thank you for your support this year and wish the new committee all the best! 

Nicholas Scott, Captain of Boats. 



SUMMER EIGHTS  Friends of the 

Boat Club 

Two years ago the Friends 

of the Boat Club  was set 

up by our Captain as an 

initiative to help create a 

network of supporters of 

the boat club and as a way 

of keeping everyone who 

signs up to it informed 

about what is going on 

back here in Benet’s. We 

hope that we can encour-

age people to sign up with 

the sheet included. With 

every ‘Friend of the Boat 

Club’ we can get closer to 

establishing stability for 

the boat club, ensuring 

that generations of Bene-

tians can continue to row 

here and experience the 

joys of rowing at Oxford.  

SUMMER EIGHTS 
The first day of Summer VIIIs saw some tremendous rowing from the crew 

who first rowed over the top of Division 6 and then overbumped Wadham III. 

It was with heavy hearts that we had to line up the next day, not 11th in Divi-

sion 5 as we had thought but top of Division 6 again - Wadham III had ap-

pealed our bump the day before because of the incompetence of the Pem-

broke crew ahead  - for reasons completely beyond our control we were de-

prived of blades on the first day of the regatta! Despite this setback the crew 

performed outstandingly on the following three days. On the Thursday we 

again rowed over and in the words of our coach  (Max) ‘horizoned’ University 

III again who had been considerably quicker than us in qualifying—a testament 

to our character as a crew. We then started as sandwich boat in Division 5 and 

bumped Green Templeton within 15 strokes. On Friday it was more of the 

same, catching Wadham (for the second time in a week) within 25 strokes. On 

the final day the tension really built as we were sat at the start on the bung 

line for a good 5 minutes longer than had been planned. However it was no 

matter as we caught St. Anne’s off the start (pictured above) rowing in all 

about 30 strokes to end what was a very successful week. Although we only 

finished the last day where we thought we had finished the first (11th in Divi-

sion 5) we could not have done better as a crew - we bumped at every oppor-

tunity we had despite having to row over on two days. Our motto for the week 

became the call which Max heard from the bank- ’Benet’s are back!’. By estab-

lishing ourselves in fixed divisions and climbing the table for the first time in 7 

years we hope to have set a firm basis for future years. For the crews perfor-

mance the Captain is delighted to award them discretionary blades!! 



THE NEW  

COMMITTEE 

Torpids’ Report 

CAPTAIN—William Frost (1st Year 

Classics) 

Will is truly passionate about rowing, 

and has many years experience. Per-

haps his one flaw as a rower is his 

firm belief that ‘sunglasses make the 

boat go faster’. 

PRESIDENT—Nick Scott (2nd Year 

PPE) 

Nick has done a great job as Captain 

this year and will no doubt provide a 

steady hand to help Will in his job 

next year. 

TREASURERS—Andy Fanthorpe  

and Tom Wilding (1st Year Clas-

sics/ 2nd Year History) 

Andy and Tom have both contribut-

ed to the Boat Club in big ways this 

year. They were integral parts of the 

VIIIs and Torpids crews respectively. 

Their consummate skill as sportsmen 

can only be an asset in helping to run 

the boat club. 

SECRETARIES—Rob Parsons and 

Ed Sparrow (1st/2nd Year History) 

Rob was a stalwart of the novice crew 

in Michaelmas and we’re sure that he 

will really help move the Boat Club 

on with his organisational skills. Ed 

is staying on to help create some 

continuity. 

This year’s Regatta was a step in the right direction for the club 

with some exciting races across the week. On the first day we 

started 3rd in Division VI ahead of Mansfield II. We held them 

off for a while before being caught just short of the gut. In the gut 

we had a golden opportunity for rowing past Wolfson after they 

crashed into the bank. Unfortunately amidst all the confusion we 

clipped the opposite bank letting Wolfson get away. The next day 

we stared 4th ahead of Queen’s. The crew held them for most of 

the race all the while catching on Green Templeton who had 

started 1st. In the end we were unlucky to get within a canvas of 

GTC  just as they crossed the line after we had been bumped 

about 20 strokes from the end. From there it was onwards and 

upwards for Benet’s. On the Friday we righted the wrongs of the 

day before and got a Torpids overbump on Green Templeton tak-

ing us back to 4th. On the final day, Saturday, the crew rowed 

very well indeed and caught Merton II, who started the day at the 

head of Division 6, right in front of the boathouses. After all the  

ups and downs of the week, we fin-

ished where we started—a good 

benchmark for future years by 

stopping our fall down the charts 

of recent years. We all came out of 

the regatta a much wiser crew hav-

ing experienced the harsh realities 

of Oxford bumps racing. 



SOME FAREWELLS 

This year we must say goodbye to a few key members of the boat club over the years. The 
first is our longstanding coach, rower and supporter, Pete Selwood. Pete has been invalua-
ble to St. Benet’s Boat Club and we hope he will be able to come down and support  when 
he has time and perhaps some time return to coach us. Thank you very much Pete! 
The second is Br. Cuthbert. Cuth has been ever-present over the past 5 years as a rower, 
Captain and President. We are sad to see him go back to St. Louis  at the end of the year. 
Finally we must say goodbye to a large proportion of this year’s crew: Tom McNulty 
(strokeman),  Michael Hawking (6) and Calum Alister-Jones (5). All three finish their stud-
ies at Oxford at the end of the year and are heading off back to America (in the case of 
Tom and Michael) or to find a job in London (as with Calum). We wish you all well with 
your studies and job-seeking and hope to see you soon! 

KEEPING IN TOUCH 

Throughout the year the 

Boat Club will host events 

and compete in races to 

which everyone is welcome. 

Please keep checking the 

website (http://

boatcaptai0.wix.com/

stbenetshallboatclub) and 

the facebook page (https://

www.facebook.com/

profile.php?

id=145919482199600&fref

=ts) for updates. 
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Friends of the Boat Club Registration 
 

 

 

 

 

Name: ……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Address: ………………………………………………………………………… 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Email: ……………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

Signed …………………………………………………………………………….. 
 

 

 

For a standing order, please use the details below:             Please make cheques out to ‘St Benets Hall Boat Club’ and return to: 

Account name - St. Benet’s Hall Boat Club      The Boat Club Treasurer, St. Benet’s Hall, 
A/c no.  -   87238160         Oxford, OX1 3LN 

Sort Code -   54-21-23 

 
 
 
If  you send a cheque we will contact you towards the end of each year of your membership to remind you to renew it for each subse-
quent year . 

Annual membership 

Bronze  - £40 

Silver - £60 

     Gold      - £____ 

 


